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ANCHOR & LINE
The Saint Paul Yacht Club was founded in 1912 as the Saint Paul Motor Boat Club for the purpose of fostering a greater interest in
motor boating and the Mississippi River.  In 1934 the club adopted its present name, S.P.Y.C., and continues more than 90 years of
service to its members and the community.

St.PaulYachtClub
Dedicated to safe and affordable boating through cooperative efforts...

FOUNDED 1912
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May Calendar

Anchor & Line
S.P.Y.C.
100 Yacht Club Road, B1
Saint Paul  MN 55107
651-292-8964

Please submit articles, stories, photos,
etc. to the Editor, S.P.Y.C., 100 Yacht
Club Road B-1 Saint Paul,  MN 55107
E-mail: SPYC@earthlink.net

Deadline
Articles must be submitted by the 
25th of the month for publication the
following month. 

Roger Anderson, Editor
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June Calendar

Commodore’s Ball Saturday, May 1st 6:00 p.m. Pool & Yacht Club
General Meeting Tuesday, May 11th at 7:30 p.m. On the General
Board Meeting Monday, May 24th at 7:00 p.m. On the General
Memorial Day Chicken Dinner Monday, May 31st at 4:00 p.m. On the General
General Meeting Tuesday, June 15th at 7:30 p.m. On the General
Board Meeting Monday, June 28th at 7:00 p.m. On the General

Dates for Nail - A - Way work parties. Meet on the General by 9:00 a.m. May 1st, 8th, 15th, and 22nd.

100 Yacht Club Rd. B-1, St. Paul, MN 55107

Summertime...

and the livin’ is easy

Pisces Dream II



- Commodore’ s Repor t -

U59 Scuttlebutt
2004 boating season- The boat yard is buzzing! The
walkway and fingers are in the water and most of it
installed. The staff is right on, or slightly ahead of
schedule with the 2004 capital for the upper harbor.
Launch has started with over 20 boats floating in
only two days of launching. Call the office and let
them know when you are ready to go in. The gas
dock is in place with the new expansions and should
be in service by the 15th of May.  Operations team - 

Nail-away(s)... We are trying something different
this year for a Nail-away. We are going to hold them
the first four Saturdays in May to give more mem-
bers an opportunity to participate. The main mem-
bers of the operations team are going to facilitate
each Saturday.

Bob Drain on May 1st.
Lee Pfeilsticker May 8th.
Gordy Mergens May 15th.
Pat Michaud May 22nd.

We will meet on the General between 8-9am to get
assignments, work from 9-noon. There will be an
appreciation BBQ on Saturday the 22nd at noon for
all participants of the four weeks. Don't be afraid to
show up for more than one Saturday either, I'm sure
there will be enough to do.

Grand excursion- The latest is that there will be a
boat parade prior to the flotilla arrival at 3pm com-
prised of Yacht Club and Watergate boats coming up
stream from the Lafayette bridge area around 1pm
that day. There is a signup available from the office.
If you want to participate fill it out and get it back to

Roger. I don't think there is a limit to the number of
boats that can participate so it would be nice to get a
sizable fleet to represent the SPYC. Still no other
news on what the city is planning for this event as
yet, so it is hard for the club to come up with a plan
that will complement the cities activities. This
shouldn't keep us from 'brain storming' and coming
up with ideas. I think we want to focus on the boat-
ing community but talk to a board member, Liz
Garland or the office if you have an idea you think
might be fun or helpful to do during this event. 

Trash- Now that the summer boaters are back gener-
ating trash, I would like to remind everyone of the
escalating cost the club is incurring. The trash bins
are for NORMAL trash generated from your boat.
This does not include construction materials, appli-
ances, hazardous waste (such as paint cans), tarps,
etc. These materials need to be properly disposed of
at the members expense not the expense of the entire
club. Please keep this in mind especially if items do
not fit in the bin. 

Security- A few boats boarded and things have
walked away. If you can’t stand to loose it don't leave
it on your boat. Also, remember to keep items in your
car out of view while they are in the parking lots.
Phones, sunglasses, etc. can tempt certain people to
bust a window and walk off with them. If you see
anything suspicious call 911 and do not attempt to
handle thing on
your own. 

With that said...let's go boating!
Gordon Mergens
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Welcome to spring and another boating season.  The winter yard is busy with boat prepa-
ration.  Please remember to unplug each day from the power source.  Clean up your area.
Be aware of what your neighbor is doing so you don't sand on their painting day.  Pat and
the staff are launching boats.  Schedule your day with the office.    

At the last general meeting (we missed most of you)  Mr. Hahm, from Parks and
Recreation talked to us regarding summer events.  Parking details are being planned,
please stay aware of what goes on during these events.  The general meeting in June will
be dedicated to preparation for Taste of Mn and Grand Excursion.  Plan to attend.  Good
news, the city is going to open the old Kelly Landing parking lot.  We are making plans
to use that area again for access to our UH river side docks.  Stay tuned.  

I am really looking forward to the Commodore's Ball on May 1.  A boat ride, a dinner,
and dancing on the Harriet Bishop.  Get your responses back right away.  Thanks to Rich
and his group for planning the event.  

Check the Anchor and Line for important information which will help you plan for a
great boating experience.  Please note the many opportunities you will have to contribute
to the "cooperative efforts" obligation each of us has as members of the club.  Get
involved, be active, it is usually fun and is always rewarding.    

If you have any questions about what to do, what not to do and when to do it - call the
office.  Remember to help the new people and show them the cooperative family spirit
of the club.     

See you on the river - soon!    
Greg Den Bleyker - Commodore

THE ISLAND IS CALLING!
Yes, the Island is still calling. I’ve received some reservations
and I’m making slip assignments, so get ‘em in here! I am also
working on getting more hotel rooms so if you want a room
reservation call me soon!     Wanda

Date: July 31st, 2004, Place: C dock at 6:00 p.m. for potluck
supper. (Working on getting a block of rooms reserved.) 

Rates: 32’ slip=$22
40’ slip=$27
48’ slip =$33 Add $5 per boat for dock 
help (a new requirement).

Please send your checks to me so Ican assign slips If you
have any special requirements please let me know as soon as
possible. Call 651-773-5881

Rememberlast year?

What a busy month this has been! I called Marge
Zastrow and she said thank you to all to all club
members for the beautiful patio plant. She is still
having a nurse visit her each day. Cards and phone
visits are welcome. 

Ed Lambert’s mother recently passed away. Ed sent this nice
note along to everyone:

My Mother, Dorothy Lambert, came to St.Paul from Andover,
S.D. during WWII to become a machinist making metal parts for
planes and submarines. She got very good at reading blueprints
and machining parts to very close tolerances. Women like mom
were known as “Rosie the Riveter” during the war, as they
stepped into traditional male factory jobs vacated by men going
to war.

Mom liked being a Machinist, and was a proud union member;
working full time in that trade until some months past her 65th
birthday. Also an artist, she drew lovely Mississippi River
scenes, and made striking shadow boxes using plants and other
objects.

Mom loved the river and we enjoyed strolling along its shoreline
on many occasions. On her last Mississippi river cruise she
wore a striking red hat and an outfit to match. Her obituary in
the Pioneer Press included a photo of her we took that day. It
shows her with a very bright smile on a sunny day, with the
Mississippi shoreline (just north of the high bridge) in the back-
ground. We miss her optimism, strength, and calm wisdom.
“Dor othy the Machinist” passed away at the age of 84 this past
January at her home on the Westside, just a short stroll from the
River. 

Ed Lambert LH27

Well known lifetime member Dottie Merwin has been having a
little medical trouble. Here’s a note from her husband Jack: 

Thought you might like to have an update on Dottie.
You may remember that she has had pain in her legs for
some time. A cardiologist here figured he could give her
some relief by cleaning out the blockages in her leg
arteries. On Tuesday of last week he cleaned out the
arteries in her lef t leg. This went smoothly and she now
has a pulse in her lef t foot.

Friday night she passed out here at home and 911
respondents took her to the hospital where several meds
(including her cardiologist) worked over her for about
three hours then sent her to the Cardio Vascular
Recovery Unit (ICU). She remembers little of Friday night,
Saturday and most of Sunday . She remained in the CVRU
until Tuesday evening when they moved her to a regular
hospital room. They still don ’t know what caused all of
this. There is nothing so far to relate it to the leg surgery.
Talked with her this morning and it looks like she might
come home today.

Dottie’s daughter Barb and husband John came in
Sunday morning and lef t yesterday. It was good for both
Dottie and me to have them here.

Warm regards, Jack

I talked to Dottie since this letter and she’s getting better but still
has a way to go. They hope to come back up here to their sum-
mer liveaboard boat by mid May. Dottie’s phone number is 239-
415-1672 and her address is 16900 S. Tamiami Trail W75, Fort
Meyers, FL33908. Cards, letters, or a phone call would be
appreciated.

UndercurrentsWow,
time is sure
flying! It’ s
May
already and
I’m seeing
boats back
in the har-
bor. Always
a good
sight. 

Memorial
Day 
can’t be far away. Our traditional Memorial
Day chicken feedis coming up on May
31st. 4:00 - 6:00 p.m. on the General. The
Melaleuca fireworks is also happening that
evening so come, have a good dinner and
enjoy the show!

I want to appeal to members for some help
for this event. We need people to help set up
the General, serve food, and clean up after
the event. If we get a good group of volun-
teers each person will just have to contribute
a little bit of time. Please call Pat Michaud
at 651-292-8964 to volunteer. 

Nail-Away(s) to be 
held on the first four
Saturdays in May. 

The 1st, 8th, 15th,
22nd.

Meet for assignments
on the General
between 8 and 9am. 

Work fr om 9am until
Noon.

An appreciation BBQ
will be held on May 
22nd at Noon forall 
participants.

Come one, come all to
exercise the
‘Cooperative Effor ts’
portion of our mission
statement!

Gordy Mergens,
Operations 

HEY!

Rich’s 
Partytown

Wanda
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SPYC Board Meeting Minutes March 22, 2004 7:00 p.m. aboard the General

Meeting called to Order:  Quorum present. Present:  M.J. Babcock, Greg DenBleyker, Bob Draine, Dave Engfer, Barbara Haake,
Gordy Mergens, Lee Pfeilsticker, Lyle Pichelman, Rich Wright.  Staff: Roger Anderson, Pat Michaud.
Absent:   Howard Dahlgren, Mike Radford.   Guest:   Liz Garland

Reading of the Minutes:Motion by D. Engfer, seconded by G. Mergens to accept minutes from the February 23, 2004 Board
Meeting. Motion carried.  8 yeas, 1 abstention.

Grand Excursion: Liz Garland/Pat Michaud. Plans are on track.  National Press will be here so good time to spotlight the SPYC.
While the role of the Yacht Club is still being discussed, possible suggestions include:  Yacht club members precede the flotilla, his-
tory of Yacht Club given, have script to give commentary on the boats in the flotilla. Liz Garland will draft an article for the Anchor
& Line regarding the Excursion and Roger Anderson will draft a form for members to fill out for flotilla participation. Motion made
by L. Pichelman, seconded by R. Wright to have a Yacht Club boat lead the flotilla, carry official guests and have participation of
other SPYC boaters in the flotilla.  Motion carried.The Grand Excursion and the Taste of Minnesota will be discussed at the June
general meeting.  All members are encouraged to attend.

Treasurer's Report: Dave Engfer/Roger Anderson. Credit policy:  It was suggested that a credit policy be written down that
addresses the issues of timing of the bills, accounts in arrears and that is be separated from the slip holder's lease policy. Credit
reports and background checks were also discussed.  M.J. Babcock suggested that these checks be considered in the context of the
SPYC vision and mission that says we are dedicated to safe and affordable boating through cooperative efforts, foster a greater inter-
est in motor boating and the Mississippi River and that the SPYC provides a service to the members and the community.  D. Engfer
responded that these policy suggestions are a work in progress. B. Haake suggested that new slip holders be given a copy of the
Standing Rules and By-laws that highlight maintenance of boats and docks surrounding their boats; our present insurance require-
ments; boats operating under own power; credit policy; how to become a voting member and that they be asked for a cash deposit to
cover holding of slip, credit report and copying costs for the new slip holder packet. To address issues around labor accountability, L.
Pichelman brought up the suggestion of job ticketing however, D. Engfer responded that there was no support for job ticketing
because it was felt there were already adequate checks and balances in place.  (See "Service Requests and Work Orders" under the
Operations report) The Commodore suggested that if there are complaints or concerns that member put their complaint in writing
and submit to Grievance Committee. Members of the finance committee are: Dave Engfer, Pat Michaud, Roger Anderson, Lyle
Taipale and Bob Draine.  At this time there are no regularly scheduled meetings of the Finance Committee. Motion by L.
Pheilsticker, seconded by R. Wright to accept the Treasurer's Report as presented.  Motion carried.

Audit Report: The audit is complete, has been reviewed by treasurer, D. Engfer and the required communication letter has been
received from the auditors. D. Engfer and R. Anderson met with St. Anthony Bank regarding a finance package for the Raspberry
Island Expansion.  The package is expected to be finalized by mid April.

Staff Report: Roger Anderson/Pat Michaud In addition to the financial and audit reports, R. Anderson reported that they have sold
the 26' Bayliner that was taken in by the 11/03 Sheriff's sale. Also discussed was the April 1st deadline for accounts due and current
insurance certificates. Members need a proof of Insurance Certificate submitted annually. Slip rentals:  Upper and lower harbor and
2/3 of Raspberry Island is booked. P. Michaud reported: Raspberry Island docks ordered, will be delivered next week, ramp bid has
been awarded to Paul Rubinsak (Otis) @ $20/hour. Need certified diver for mussel inspections and electrical inspections still need to
be completed. Trash pick up is on Monday and Friday.  A reminder to members:  All extraneous trash pick up such as appliances,
shrink wrap and building materials needs to be arranged through the office. Motion made by L. Pheilsticker, seconded by L.
Pichelman to 8 Yeas, 1 nay.  Motion carried.

Operations Report: Gordy Mergens. Meetings are held the Wednesday after the Tuesday General Meeting at 5 pm in the SPYC
office. Members of the Operations Committee are:  Gordy Mergens, Lee Pheilsticker, Bob Draine, Tom Mega, Jim Souris and Pat
Michaud. Items discussed: Raspberry Island project; moving the gas dock; sprucing up the General; gates, ramps and lighting.
Service Requests and Work Orders:  G. Mergens presented a work order form that members can use to be submitted to staff.
Requests need to be in writing (includes internet submission).  The form will show when the task was completed and how long it
took.  These forms can be requested from the office. Nail-Away date to be announced. A letter was received from Angela Mens
(Harriet Island Activities Coordinator) discussing the improvements the City is planning for Harriet Island.  Included was a request
that the SPYC adopt the circular planting area outside the lower harbor gates.  Included would be a one-time donation of $2,800 to
cover initial planting costs, $100 annually to maintain the garden and SPYC volunteers who would adopt the area by watering and
weeding when necessary. Motion made by D. Engfer, seconded by L. Pichelman  to support the proposal under the following condi-
tions:  the City will move the flag pole back to it's original position, will put up a sign denoting SPYC sponsorship of the area, the
street will be designated as Yacht Club Road complete with road sign, a temporary fence will be placed around the area for the Taste
of Minnesota and the City will be responsible for plant replacement costs in the event of flooding.  Motion carried.

(continued Pg. 4)

35’ Chris Craft Double Cabin 
Twin 350 V8 engines, A/C, demand generator, battery charger, excellent condition.
$32,500 Call Bob McAdams 651-452-4084

35’ Mainship
1990 35 Mainship Mediterranean, Twin 7.4 LCrusaders, 5xx hours, Air and heat, 6.5 KW
Generator, Very nice condition and little use. $79,900 . Visit stcroixyachtsales .com for com-
plete information or call Bob @ St Croix Yacht Sales at 651-436-4454
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For Sale - "Diamond Wheel" 
1991 Carver 330 Aft Cabin. 39' LOA, 13'3" beam, 31" draft, 16,600 lbs. For more info:
Call Jim Johnson @ 952-475-3151 or go to: www.stcroixyachtsales.com Click again on
"boats for sale" Scroll down to "Carver 330 aft cabin - 1991 and click. Click on "Full
Specs" and scroll down for additional pictures.

(continued from Pg. 3)

Lease Edits: Greg Den Bleyker. After lengthy discussion and email correspondence, the Board agreed to the following points of
discussion regarding the SPYC lease with the city:

City agrees to change minimum lease payment from $30,000 to $27,500.
The SPYC may use the city dock for overflow transient use and collect the fees.
Keep the original parking language regarding provision of 25 parking spaces in the lower harbor and include wording that 
when special events occur in the park, that the event coordinator make provisions for alternative parking and transportation 
be provided for SPYC members to the lower harbor.

G. DenBleyker and D. Engfer will meet with Mr. Bierscheid in April to discuss the parking issue.

Membership: P. Michaud presented a request he received regarding the transfer of membership status.  It was the decision of the
Board, that the request was not viable.

Clubhouse Report: Howard Dahlgren/Lyle Pichelman. L. Pichelman reported that they have had an initial meeting with current and
previous members. Starting April 1st, the committee will meet every other Thursday in the SPYC office at 7:30 pm.

Social Report: Rich Wright. A final decision has not been made regarding whether to hold the Commodore's Ball on the
Skipperliner or the Paddleford.  The committee will make the determination this week.

Meeting Adjourned:  Motion made by L. Pheilsticker, seconded by B. Draine to adjourn.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted by:  M.J. Babcock

For Sale  37’Boatel “Split Bottom”

1971 37’Boatel houseboat. 12 ft beam, heat, new A/C, interior redone. Single 454 Mercruiser low hours on engine,
newer drive. $15,000 with slip at St. Paul Yacht Club. Motivated seller, already bought new boat. 952-431-7656 or 612-
423-6265 ask for Mike.

- -  GRAND EX CURSION UPDATE - -
The Grand Excursion Flotilla will be steaming into our harbor on Saturday, July 3rd amid a flurry of national media attention. Rumor
has it that U.S.presidents, past and present, have been invited to participate in this unique event and you can, too! 

The Grand Excursion organizers would like to show the world what boating on the upper Mississippi is all about and they have invit-
ed the boaters of the SPYC to assemble downriver from the Lafayette Bridge about 1:00pm on July 3rd to parade into the harbor in
advance of the big boats.

More details will be available soon but registration for the event is required. Please request a registration form from the office and return
it filled out ASAP. All types and sizes of boats are encouraged to participate but there are stipulations regarding insurance, identifica-
tion, etc. Please refer to the form for more detailed information.  THE MORE BOATS WE HAVE PARTICIPATE, THE BETTER!!

And don’t forget the Millard Fillmore Dinner on Thursday, May 13 at the River Center. The cost is $50.00 and will kick-off the Grand
Excursion event this year. It’s a lot of money, but hey. it’s for the River! Contact the St. Paul Riverfront Corporation for more information.


