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The Saint Paul Yacht Club was founded in 1912 as the Saint Paul Motor Boat Club for the purpose of fostering a greater interest in
motor boating and the Mississippi River.  In 1934 the club adopted its present name, S.P.Y.C., and continues more than 90 years of
service to its members and the community.

St.PaulYachtClub
Dedicated to safe and affordable boating through cooperative efforts...

FOUNDED 1912

Saint Paul Yacht Club       100 Yacht Club Road  B-1    Saint Paul, Minnesota 55107

���������	�




	�
������������������������������� 


Pg.2

The board is now at its busiest time of the year.
Planning for next year's boating season are well
under way.  The 2004 budget is complete.  I can
now report that we will be replacing Upper Harbor
docks between gates A and B.  Boaters in that area
who have covers will be notified as to the process
for moving those covers.  Also, the board has set the
slip rates for 2004.  We were able to hold to a 3%
increase thanks to a good year in 2003 and a tight
budget next year.  The full membership dues will
increase $10 next year.   I thank the board and the
staff for all of their hard work.  

We had a great general meeting on November 11,
2003 at the Rowing Club.  Your questions and com-
ments were very helpful in defining the issues and
guiding us into the next level of negotiations.  The
board is keeping an open mind on the clubhouse
issue and is listening to your input. It is clear that
the original proposal is NOTan acceptable final
product.  It is important for you to know that we are
not in any kind of final resolution, we have not hired
a lawyer to finalize the deal.  

The Clubhouse Committee is seriously considering
other options, such as, a land based facility on our
property, a floating facility and other viable options.
As we go forward we will keep you up to date on all
relevant developments.  The board will NOTmake
any final decision before we again come to you for
your thoughts and yes or no opinions.  We can all
agree that we need to move forward on clubhouse
planning.  We have before us a challenging and pro-
foundly important direction to take for our long term
future.  You will be informed and involved in the
process.  

Remember, no general meeting in December.  As
this year ends, we plan for the next season.  The
annual meeting in February of 2004 will select the
new board.  Barb Haake will chair the nominating
committee along with Peter Kramer and Wanda
Pichelman.  Don't be surprised if they call on you to
contribute in some way.  It takes a tremendous
amount of work to have as much fun 
as we have.  I guess this is the 
"cooperative efforts" part of our 
mission.  

Again, thanks for everything.
Enjoy the start of the holiday
season.   

See you at the winter social
events,     

Greg Den Bleyker -
Commodore

Hope to see you at th e SPYC Holiday
Luncheon at Axel’s on Saturday,
December 13th! We will be gathering at
1:30 p.m. Check the notice elsewhere in
this issue for more information and menu
choices.

Our planning continues for the Holiday
Party on Saturday, January 10th.
Watch for your invitation and RSVPas
quick as you can!

If you hang around me for any length of
time,  you’ll find out I’m a pretty fun guy.
I don’t take anythingtoo seriously.
So...it’s time for ! "$#&% "('*),+ - . /0' 12'3+54

How many boaters does it take to change a light bulb?None, because the
right size bulb isn't on board, the local marine-supply store doesn't carry that
brand, and the mail-order house has them on back-order.

A priest, a rabbi, and a minister are boating in the Caribbean when they dis-
cover the cabin is filling with water and they are in imminent danger of sink-
ing. "Oh, Lord," says the priest, "if you would let us walk on water as you did
your Son, we could make it to that island over there and be saved." Then he
steps off the stern of the boat and is drowned. "Oh, Lord," says the rabbi, "if
you would part the seas for us, as you once did for your chosen people, we
could make it to that island over there and be saved." Then he steps off the
stern of the boat and is drowned. "Oh, Lord," says the minister, "did you say
to turn the handle on the seacock clockwise or counterclockwise?"

What happened to the boat that sank in the sea full of piranha fish? 
It came back with a skeleton crew. 

A sailor meets a pirate in a bar, and they take turns telling about their adven-
tures on the seas. The sailor notes that the pirate has a peg-leg, a hook and an
eye patch. 

The sailor asks "So, how did you end up with the peg-leg?" 

The pirate replies: "We were in a storm at sea, and I was swept overboard
into a school of sharks. Just as my men were pulling me out, a shark bit my
leg off." 

"Wow!" said the sailor. "What about the hook?" 

"Well," replied the pirate, "we were boarding an enemy ship and were battling
the other sailors with swords. One of the enemy cut my hand off." 

"Incredible!" said the sailor. "And how did you get the eye patch?" 

"A seagull-dropping fell into my eye," replied the pirate. 

"You lost your eye to a seagull-dropping?" the sailor asked incredulously. 

"Well," said the pirate,"it was my first day with the hook..."

I got a million of ‘em - Rich
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SPYC Board Meeting Minutes  October27, 2003  7:00 p.m. aboard the General

Meeting called to Order: Quorum present. Present:  M.J. Babcock, Greg Den Bleyker, Dave Engfer, Liz Garland, Anne Hunt, Mark
Mosby, Lee, Pfeilsticker, Lyle Pichelman, Mike Radford, Rich Wright.  Staff: Roger Anderson and Pat Michaud. Absent:  Barbara Haake.

Open Forum: No open forum.

Reading of the Minutes:Motion by  Lyle P., seconded by L.P. to accept minutes from the September 22, 2003 Board Meeting as amended.
Motion carried. The following was omitted from the September 22, 2003 minutes.  Need motion to approve. Miller Gate costs:  paint
$69.55; steel $358.02; grainger $286.91; electric $550.00; central locksmiths $1,309.42; crossing dock $900.00; labor gate & dock
$2,400.00.  Total gate cost:  $5,873.90.  This is the first gate to be upgraded.  The capital improvement plan includes touch pad upgrades for
all the gates.

Treasurer's Report/2004 Budget process- Dave Engfer/Roger Anderson: Motion by M.R., seconded by L.P. to accept the Treasurer's
Report as presented.  Motion carried.

Membership - Lyle Pichelman: The following names were presented and accepted unanimously for full membership status:  Peter and
Ellen Brown, Patrick C. and Mary Igo, Naum and Marina Liberman, Glen and July Oelerking and Sharon and Robert Schmidt.  Burgees
will be presented at the November General Membership meeting. It was recommended that Scott Brouard's name be presented in the spring
when he is eligible for membership. The membership committee proposed an update change to Standing Rule 21 to accommodate a mem-
ber's leave of absence.  The following change was approved:  A full member in good standing may take a leave of absence of up to 3 years
with written application to the board with the understanding that he/she will be eligible for the first available and appropriate length slip
upon return.  However, if slip rights are transferred with the sale of a boat, the member looses this leave of absence privilege.  Membership
committee opted to eliminate the seven lines dealing with co-applicants found on the membership application form as a way to deal with
co-owners/applicants. Format of proposed membership roster was approved and will be published in February 2004.

Social - Rich Wright: Holiday party: January 10, 2004 at fhimas.  Committee is looking for door prizes.  If you have any ideas or names,
please contact Roger Anderson  and he will send letter to venders.  Ideas:  photographer?  video?

Operations Report - Greg DenBleyker: No report.

Raspberry Dock Expansion Report - Greg Den Bleyker: Yard expansion: kudos to staff for orderly yard; commodore will check on where
dirt is being removed to; safety reminders:  boaters reminded to keep boats unplugged and chords coiled; pull out is completed; to shrink
wrap your boat in the yard, you must have a one million dollar liability policy. Response from city:  need to complete mussel survey/miti-
gation for EAW to be issued. MN Corp. has made recommended to get the dock building bid; no "green light" as of this time.

Rowing Club/Club House Committee Report - Mike Radford/Dave Engfer/Liz Garland: The committee met (M. Radford reported
Howard Dahlgren was not able to attend the meetings) and they have completed the following: a letter regarding November 11th general
meeting has been sent to the membership and a letter of intent has been sent to the Rowing Club.  Planning for the general meeting is
underway.  There is $250,000 debt on the property that our loan would be used to pay down. Rowing Club/Skipperliner partnership:  96'
luxury dinner boat to be docked at Raspberry Island point. Discussion followed including these concerns and questions: we will no longer
have a floating clubhouse; loose identity as a yacht club; is rowing club in financial straits; our clubhouse could sink at any time, this
arrangement could buy us time to get something else; loose our flexibility; could we eventually buy the facility? our costs are $289 per
meeting to maintain the General; RC would cost us $220 an event for 25 uses; RC could be viewed as an "event center" instead of a "club-
house"; what other amenities would there be for our members? rowing privileges?  exercise room?;  how will parking issues for our mem-
bers be addressed? Need to check out the following:  are we actually spending more for the General than we would on the Rowing Club?
What are replacement costs for a new floating clubhouse?  What would the clubhouse look like?  Commodore comments:  we may need
multiple meetings for the membership to discuss this option.  Unless the membership is in favor, we will not pursue this merger.

Staff Report - Pat Michaud/Roger Anderson: No report

Other: Liz Garland reported that the next Grand Excursion meeting will be held November 14th on the General; the website for the excur-
sion will include area amenities; there will be monthly updates in the Pioneer Press; the Public Safety committee hasn't met yet. Anne Hunt
reported on her tall stack adventure.  The cultural and music activities were excellent and very well organized.  She also presented our
Commodore with an official whistle. The next tall stack event will be in 2007. Flag officers will meet on Saturday, November 8th to discuss
staff salary recommendations for the budget meeting to be held on Saturday, November 15th.

Meeting Adjourned: 9:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by:  M.J. Babcock
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The Nominating Committee is looking for any SPYC'er who has been a regular voting member of the Yacht Club for a minimum of
one-year and would like to be nominated to serve on its 2004 Board of Directors.  All positions for the Board are one-year terms
starting the night of the Club's Annual Meeting, Tuesday February 10, 2004, until its next Annual Meeting in February (8th) of 2005.

The Nominating Committee (NC) welcomes any one of the SPYC's eligible regular members to run for its Board of Directors.  Just
call any member of the Nominating Committee (names and phone numbers listed below) if you would like to be nominated. You
may also indicate which office you would like to run for: Commodore, Vice-Commodore, Secretary, Treasurer or Board Member-at-
Large.  Here are some facts regarding the make-up of the Board and February's annual election.

SPYC Board of Directors Election Facts:  
1. Four elected officers:  Commodore, Vice-Commodore; Secretary; Treasurer and Six directors, elected at-large.  (The 

eleventh member of the Board of Directors is the immediate past Commodore.)

2. Eligibility:  Only voting regular members with at least one-year of active membership in the SPYC shall be eligible for 
election to the Board.

3. Terms in office:
a. Definition of "term" - Those elected at the Annual Meeting on the second Tuesday of February are elected to serve 

one-year until the next annual election.  That one-year constitutes one term. 
b. Limit of terms in office - two, one-year consecutive terms for the Commodore; three, one-year consecutive terms 

for the remaining directors of the Board.

4. Nominees:
a. The NC shall submit the names of the Board candidates to the members at the monthly general meeting (January 

13, 2004) prior to the Annual Meeting in February. 
b. Nominations from the floor:  Any member at the January general meeting may nominate eligible members for 

office from the floor.
c. The final list of nominees shall be sent to the regular membership at least ten days prior to the Annual Meeting (by

January 31, 2004).

5. Eligibility:
a. All nominees shall be regular members in good standing and they shall not have their account in arrears - all of 

their accounts must be current in order to run for the Board of Directors.
b. All regular members wishing to vote in the February elections must be members in good standing and all of their 

accounts current.  Only one vote per regular SPYC membership is allowed. 

2004 NOMINATING COMMITTEE (call any one of them if you would like to be nominated for SPYC's 2004 Board of Directors):
Barbara Haake, Chair (immediate past Commodore):  651.227.5435
Peter Kramer, past Commodore: 651.228.1068
Wanda Pichelman, elected memberto the NC:            651.773.5881
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Want to go
swimming 

in the
Mississippi

River?  

How would
you like  to
have this on
the end of your
line? This is an
"Alligator Gar"
fish caught on

May 3, 2003 in the Mississippi River near
Guntersville, Alabama.  It has been certified
as the 2nd largest Gar ever caught  and  a
Mississippi record.

This fish had a certified weight of 215
pounds with a total length of  7  feet, 11.5
inches and a 40 inch girth.
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Where.......................Axel’s River Grille
1318 Sibley Memorial Hwy
Mendota, MN 55150

Date.........................Saturday, December 13, 2003
Time........................1:30 p.m.

Menu*
Hot Beef Sandwich

Axel’s Burger
Pablo’s Coconut Shrimp

Fettuccine Alfredo with Grilled Chicken

To reserve your place at the table please RSVPto Wanda Pichelman
at 651-773-5881by Monday, December 1st, 2003. *Menu costs vary
with selection. Ù
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Dottie and Jack Merwin have movedon to winter quarters down in Sunny
Florida. Give them a call at  239-415-1672 or write or visit them at 16900 S.
Tamiami Trail, W-75, Ft. Myers, Fl. 33908. 

Todd ApJones, son of Bob ApJones,  past away on November14, 2003after
a lengthy illness.  He was a commercial artist and musician in his own right.
Our sympathy goes to Bob, Marge, and their family.

We mourn the loss of  past SPYC memberJim DesLaurie (Jimmy D)
on November 24th after a long battle cancer. 

Congratulations to new members:

Pat & Mary Ann Igo
Naum& Marina Liberman
Paul & Linda Seiferth
Bob & Sharon Schmidt
Peter & Ellen Brown
David Titus

Ho
Ho Ho

Yes,
Ho Ho Ho 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

January Calendar
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S.P.Y.C.
100 Yacht Club Road, B1
Saint Paul  MN 55107
651-292-8964

Please submit articles, stories, photos,
etc. to the Editor, S.P.Y.C., 100 Yacht
Club Road B-1 Saint Paul,  MN 55107
E-mail: SPYC@earthlink.net

Deadline
Articles must be submitted by the 
25th of the month for publication the
following month. 

Roger Anderson, Editor

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31

December Calendar

SPYC Holiday Luncheon Saturday, December 13th at 1:30 p.m. Axel’s Restaurant
Board Meeting Monday, December 22nd at 7:00 p.m. On the General
SPYC Holiday Party Saturday, January 10th at 6:30 p.m. Fhima’s Downtown St. Paul
General Meeting* Tuesday, January 13th at 7:30 p.m. On the General
Board Meeting Monday, January 26th at 7:00 p.m. On the General

*Nominating meeting for the 2004 Elected Officers


