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ANCHOR & LINE
The Saint Paul Yacht Club was founded in 1912 as the Saint Paul Motor Boat Club for the purpose of fostering a greater interest in
motor boating and the Mississippi River.  In 1934 the club adopted its present name, S.P.Y.C., and continues more than 90 years of
service to its members and the community.

St.PaulYachtClub
Dedicated to safe and affordable boating through cooperative efforts...
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Anchor & Line
S.P.Y.C.
100 Yacht Club Road, B1
Saint Paul  MN 55107
651-292-8964

Please submit articles, stories, photos,
etc. to the Editor, S.P.Y.C., 100 Yacht
Club Road B-1 Saint Paul,  MN 55107
E-mail: SPYClub@qwest.net

Deadline
Articles must be submitted by the 
25th of the month for publication the
following month. 

Roger Anderson, Editor
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August Calendar

General Meeting Tuesday, August 10th at 7:30 p.m. On the General
Board Meeting Monday, August 23rd at 7:00 p.m. On the General
Dahlgren Dock ceremony Saturday, September 11th, 3:00 p.m. Raspberry Island Docks
Labor Day steak fry/swapmeet Saturday, September 11th, 4:30 p.m. Upper harbor boatyard
General Meeting Tuesday, September 14th at 7:30 p.m. On the General
Board Meeting Monday, September 27th at 7:00 p.m. On the General

100 Yacht Club Rd. B-1, St. Paul, MN 55107



U59 Scuttlebutt

Several cool things that happened over the 4th of July weekend
this year. One was waking up to Yankee Doodle being played on
the Peoria's (parked on Kelley's landing) calliope the morning of
the 4th. It doesn't get any better than that. 

Grand excursion - Thanks to everyone who participated in the boat
parade. The SPYC was well represented in the sixty-four-boat
flotilla that preceded the main flotilla. The people lining the banks
really enjoyed it and I know all of you had fun. Special thanks to
Neil Den Bleyker for coordinating the event. Lastly, we all should
thank Liz Garland who did all of the groundwork for the club for
this event over the last year and a half. Liz was not able to enjoy
the fruit of her labor due to her son, who was diagnosed with
leukemia just weeks before the event. Thanks Liz! 

Raspberry Island - The majority of the work is done. Xcel Energy
needs to set the transformer for power, the water line will be run
and everything will be ready for the dedication on Saturday
September 11th. This is the same day as the Swap Meet and Steak
Fry, so you can plan to make a full day of fun if you wish. 

Operations - Staff is in maintenance mode throughout the marina.
Please report any work that needs to be done on your fingers or
walkway. Staff is also getting ready for fall pullout. Yes, it seems
like we just got started and it's already time to start thinking about
the end. If you have an idea of when you want to come out, call
the office and get it on the schedule.

With that said...let's go boating!
Gordon Mergens

Wanda

Taste of Minnesota and the Grand Excursion has
come and gone. The season is in full swing and
we’re getting ready to have some fun down at
Treasure Island! I hope I see you down there.
Organizing this year’s trip has been a challenge as

Treasure Island has reduced the number of rental slips they have
available and they have really tightened the rules in terms of book-
ing groups. Thanks for everyone’s cooperation.

Please express condolences to Jack and Dottie Merwin. Jack’s
sister Marilynn Freeman of Woodstock, Ill. passed away on July
11th as a result of a car accident July 7th. 

Dottie also broke herankle while travelling recently. She is in a
walking cast and they are going on a cruise through the Great Lakes
ending in Chicago and then taking the train home by August  4th. 

Best wishes to ourfriend Don Olson (usually with Kitty Heaser)
who underwent a triple bypass on July 5th. He is recovering nicely
at home. Send a card to 830 Cannon Ave., Shoreview MN 55126

A note that our hearts go out to Liz Garland and herson. She
has sent a nice letter that you can read on page 5.

Thanks so much to to Howard & Lois Dahlgren for the new
member cruise that was held on Wednesday, July 21st. We had
over twenty five people on the John Theodore D. and tons of
excellent food, laughter, and fun. There are no hosts in this entire
yacht club like Howard and Lois. This is a great way to really get
to know new members and make them feel welcome.

Undercurrents

Enjoy a day on the water and volunteer to captain your
vessel as a member of the Great Rivers Marathon Safety
Boat Patrol. The safety patrol assists the Coast Guard
and distributes refreshments to participants along the
26.2 mile course on the Minnesota and Mississippi
rivers. Provide safety and encouragement as hundreds of
canoeists, kayakers, and rowers work to raise awareness
and funds for the American Diabetes Association.

To volunteer: visit www.greatriversmarathon.org or call
651-665-9375.

Two BIG SPYC  Events 
on the SAME DAY!

September 11, 2004
FIRST, we are dedicating the new Raspberry
Island expansion slips in the name of lifetime
SPYC members Howard and Lois Dahlgren .
This event will take place 3:00 p.m. by the
docks in the lower harbor . Look for an
appearance by Mayor Randy K elly and other
St. Paul officials.

THEN, its the Second Annual Steak
Fr y/Swapmeet/Music F est! Swap meet starts
at noon; dinner at 5:00 p.m.; music at 6:00
p.m. till ? Steaks, new potatoes, corn, salad,
beverage and music by Dana Isaac’s
Immaculate Contraption. Call 651-292-8964
for more information or to reserve a swap
meet table!
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- Commodore’ s Repor t -

For Sale
1981 Bayliner Victoria 27’Cruiser. 260
Mercruiser V8, stove, bath w/shower, fridge,
dinette, professionally reupholstered. VERY
GOOD CONDITION! $6995, call Donovan
Keeney at 612-232-5527

The big July 4 weekend is behind us and things are returning back
to normal.  I want to thank all of you for your patience during
Taste and Grand Excursion.  Things went smoothly for the most
part. The city was especially happy with the SPYC members and
staff.  A special thanks to the 62 boats in the parade, we looked
great and had a lot of fun in the process.  My personal thanks to
Neil Den Bleyker, Parade Commander, Les Hanson in the safety
boat and Liz Garland who has been our Grand Excursion
Coordinator for the last year.

We now look forward to the best part of the summer.  Don't forget
the Sail Away the weekend of July 31, contact Wanda for a reser-
vation.  Also, the second annual Swap Meet, steak fry, music fes-
tival is scheduled for Saturday September 11.  See the article for
details.  On that day at 3:00 p.m. we will officially dedicate the
new SPYC Dahlgren Dock.  I have invited Mayor Kelley and he
has accepted.  Stay tuned for program details.  The dedication will
be a big moment in our long SPYC history.  

Let us all be aware of keeping our marina facilities attractive.
Keep your fingers clear, run your electric cords under the dock,
avoid causing any trip hazard, brush off your pedestal, sweep
steps and landings if you have time and report any repair needs to
the office so a work order can be issued.  Remember, your boat
needs to be in running condition.  The Operations Team will be
following up on this requirement in the standing rules.  

Enough said, get out on the river and have fun!

See you on the river,
Greg Den Bleyker -  Commodore

For Sale
1985 28’ Bayliner Contessa 10’wide, single
260 volvo, Bennette trim tabs, 2 burner stove,
sink, bath/shower, dinette, enclosed canvas &
bimini top, depth finder, CD, VHF, fenders,
shorepower cord - EVERYTHING! $15,400
call Myles at 651-266-2284 or 651-645-2275

For Sale
32’ Carver Mariner, call Don Folsom 651-784-
7840

For Sale- 2000 11.5’ Zodiak with 15 hp Evinrude motor $3500.00 Les Hanson, 651-428-0834

Double D DetailingDouble D Detailing
763-238-1825 or651-257-4843

Detailing packages
$25/hour + supplies:

Wash & Shampoo
Wet Sanding
Machine Buffing
Color Restore/Wax
Brightwork Cleaned
Interior Cleaning 

Electronics 
installation$30/hour:

Stereo Equipment
VHF Radios
Antennas
Fans, Blowers etc

Fiberglass/
Gelcoat repair

Chips, Scratches
Impact Damage
Free Estimates

Of f ice N o t es fr om R og er Ander son
•I now have a computer CD with a complete set of Upper Mississippi River charts in Adobe .pdf format. Call me if you would like a
copy of the CD or if you need a particular chart, 651-292-8964.

•If your boat was pictured in the Grand Excursion parade photos I can supply you with a very nice high resolution full color digital
photo. Call and I can send you the file or print you any size picture up to 8 X 10.

•We now have a DSLline in the office and will be changing our e-mail from SPYC@earthlink.net to SPYClub@qwest.net shortly. You
can start using the new address now as it is active. 
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St. Paul Yacht Club Credit Policy 5/17/04

All invoices are due on receipt.

Any balances in excess of 30 days will be charged 1½ % inter-
est per month on the non-current portion owed.  A late fee of
$50 will be charged for any slip rental fees that are not paid
when due.

Any member who is not current (not current is defined as being
overdue even if the member has an approved payment plan as
detailed below) will;

Not be extended additional credit.  This includes the gas dock, 
ships store, etc.,

Will not be placed on a ballot for election.

Any member who is not current for more than 30 days will be
sent a letter demanding payment.  If payment is not received
within the next 30 days (90 days from date of invoice) the
member will automatically lose their membership and their slip
rights.

Any member losing their membership in this manner will be
required to reapply for membership in the normal process and
get on the waiting list for slip assignment.

A member having financial difficulties may request in writing
from the Office Administrator an extended payment plan.  Any
such plan must be requested prior to the payment due date.
Granting of an extension is solely at the discretion of the Office
Administrator but under no circumstances will such extension
be granted for a period of longer than one boating season or to
the same member more than once in a five year period.  All
payment plans must clear balance before next boating season.
In the absence of an approved written payment plan no partial
payments will be accepted towards balances over due.

As granting a lease to a boater is another form of extending
credit to the individual.  No lease should be granted to any per-
son:

Who cannot demonstrate the financial capacity to rent the slip,
maintain their boat and keep it properly insured,

Who's boat is not properly maintained, neat and unob trusive in
appearance (Operations Team will establish criteria for this),

Who's boat is not properly insured (a current survey of  its con-
dition may be required),

Who otherwise does not abide by our By-Laws and Standing
Rules.

It will be up to our Office Administrator and our Marina
Operations Manager at their sole discretion to determine if a
boater and their boat meet these standards.

Final Grand Excursion Update

The St.Paul Yacht Club can tak e great pr ide in its par tici -
pation in the Gr and Excursion acti vities over the July 4th
weekend. As the liaison to the St. Paul Riverfr ont
Cor por ation over the last 18 months of planning f or this
event, I can attest the degr ee of planning that w ent into the
details f or the weekend and while not e verything might
have come off perf ectly from the Grand Excursion’ s point
of view, the St.Paul Yacht Club cer tainl y deli vered on every
promise that we had made. A huge thanks to Neil
DenBleker for or ganizing the Welcome Br igade Boat
Parade and to each and every boater w ho took the time to
show the spectators w hat Mississippi Ri ver boating is all
about. I have had obser vers tell me that the boat par ade
was the most interesting par t of the after noon! Thanks to
Gordy Mer gens for his color commentar y. Had the “land
activities” gone as scheduled, Gordy might ha ve had time
to actuall y talk about the f irst 50 or so boats that came
through. Even so, the parade was a glowing success and
the SPYC can be proud of a job w ell done .

To Pat Michaud and Roger Anderson, Grand Excursion has
meant added r esponsibility , meetings and pr essures for
well over a year. In my role as liaison f or the SPYC to the
Riverfr ont Cor por ation and the City , Pat and Roger have
been an in valuable resource and suppor t and I can’t thank
them enough f or all their help o ver the past year of plan -
ning f or this event.

Many SPYC members have been in volved in Gr and
Excursion in man y ways. Some of us spent long hours in
volunteer ef for ts to help or ganize the event. The local
Coast Guard Auxiliar y had a key role in de veloping educa -
tional mater ials as well as pr oviding patr ol vessels dur ing
the weekend’s festivities. Other SPYC members have been
involved via a myr iad of pr ofessional avenues. Everyone
contr ib uted in their unique w ay to the success of Grand
Excursion.

The Grand Excursion w as a once in a lifetime event that
touched us all. It was beautiful to see so much acti vity in
our little harbor that w eekend…the w histles b lowing , the
train chugging b y, the majesty of the big boats. A little bit
of glor y now and then is g ood for the soul. I’m happ y the
SPYC was in the thick of it. I’m also glad it’ s over! I also
lear ned a very valuable lesson near the v ery end of the
planning phase .With onl y a month to go, it seemed that
there was so much to do and if it didn’ t get done it w ould
be the end of the w orld. Then I got a call that my oldest
son was very ill and all of a sudden, nothing in the w orld
mattered but the needs of my son. The things that seemed
so impor tant just a moment ago, were now so fr ivolous.
When I felt I couldn’ t even think about Gr and Excursion,
all I had to do w as make a phone call and the Commodor e
and crew took over the r esponsibilities f or me. But more
than that, the people her e actually cared about me and m y
dear bo y. For that, I am eter nally gr ateful. Thank you.

Liz Garland  

“Aftsolutley Fabulous”, owned by Keith Holm.

George Letness and crew on his Concorde.

Bud Hamm and grandson aboard the “Jackson”

Eric & Lynn Fermstad’s “Ciellig”

Ron & Barb Hilson’s “Barron”

Steve Harmon’s “Miss Harmony”

Commodore Greg DenBleyker’s  “Grand Lady”

Elvis may have left the building, but he hasn’t left
the river! He’s on Tom Marrone’s “Toms Cat”

John Mortenson’s Chris Craft Corinthian

Dale Becklin’s aluminum trawler

Ann Hofmann & Mike Radford’s “Kahale”

Peter & Bonnie Kramer’s “Carl G Jung”

Lee & Mary Pfeilsticker’s “Corsair”

Dave Engfer’s “Columbia”

I hope every-
one had a great
time during
Taste of
Minnesota and
the Grand
Excursion. I
know I sure
did. Even
though there is
a little extra
noise and
inconvenience, it’s great having someone
bring a party this big right to your
doorstep.

Speaking of parties, our next event is the
Labor Day steak fry - swap meet -
music fest. This will be held September
11th in the upper harbor boatyard. Swap
tables are available - call 651-292-8964
and talk to Pat to reserve one. Like last
year, Dana Isaacs band Immaculate
Contraption will be supplying the music.
This will be a great way to celebrate the
christening of the Dahlgren Dock
expansion taking place at 10:30 a.m.
that same day. Enjoy a whole day of
special activities with the SPYC!

See you at Treasure
Island this weekend!

Rich’s 
Partytown
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SPYC Board Meeting Minutes
May 24, 2004 7:00 p.m. aboard the General

Meeting called to Order: Quorum present. Present:  M.J. Babcock,
Greg DenBleyker, Dave Engfer, Gordy Mergens, Lee Pfeilsticker, Mike
Radford, Rich Wright.  Staff: Roger Anderson, Pat Michaud.
Absent:   Howard Dahlgren, Bob Draine, Barbara Haake, Lyle
Pichelman. Guests: Liz Garland and Wanda Pichelman

Reading of the Minutes: Motion by L. Pfeilsticker, seconded by G.
Mergens to accept minutes from the April 26, 2004 Board Meeting.
Motion carried. The Commodore presented M.J. Babcock with  her
Secretary burgee. Request forexecutive session:Dave Engfer.

Grand Excursion Boat Parade:Liz Garland/Pat Michaud. L. Garland
asked for help from the SPYC on organizing the parade. Information that
needs to be passed on to membership:  use caution because of the con-
stant traffic; the river will be closed during the parade; 100 boat limit for
parade; June 20th deadline for registration; boat club has been invited to
participate depending on conditions of river. G. Mergens will provide
parade commentary.

Commodore G. DenBleyker suggested the following: solicit 4-5 experi-
enced people to help (ex. G. DenBleyker, Tom Mega, Mark Mosby, G.
Mergens); set date to meet, possibly before the June 8th general meeting;
prepare packet for boat captains including schedules, maps, etc.; schedule
a meeting of the boat captains for the morning of July 3rd to go over
logistics. Dock captains will also be needed.

Treasurer's Report: Dave Engfer/Roger Anderson. Motion made by M.
Radford, seconded by R. Wright to accept Treasurer's Report.  Motion
Carried. R. Anderson reported that by pursuing past due accounts aggres-
sively the outstanding balance has been reduced from $43,514.00 to
$17,974.00. We are 7% behind in main harbors rental income as project-
ed.  Some of this is due to displacement and boats moving into slips that
were previously tie-alongs. We are 66% behind on renting Raspberry
Island expansion slips. There may also be a revenue shortfall at the gas
dock because of high prices. The clubhouse fund now totals $77,507.

Credit Policy Motion from Finance Committee:Dave Engfer. 
There was much discussion.  M.J. Babcock raised the point that these
new policy regulations, including the punitive tone, do not seem to fit
with our mission.  She also raised the issue that the portion referring to
being on the ballot for election and not being able to serve on the Board
needs a by-laws change for approval.  The Commodore concurred.
Motion to approve the credit policy with the exception of those elections
issues that need a by-laws change.  6 yeas, 1 nay.  Motion carried. Please
see entire text of new credit policy on page five.

Staff Report: Roger Anderson/Pat Michaud. Discussion was held
regarding chronically delinquent accounts.  Motion made by M.J.
Babcock, seconded by L. Pfeilsticker to add due date when payment plan
needs to be received in the office. Motion carried. Regarding other
accounts, a motion was made by M. Radford, seconded by G. Mergens
that the collection procedure be as follows: the Commodore call first to
request payment, a certified letter including the credit policy be sent stat-
ing that payment needs to be received in the office by June 1, 2004.
Motion carried. Motion made by M. Radford, seconded by D. Engfer that
Sarah Burks be granted SPYC membership status. Motion carried.
Capital construction is completed.

P. Michaud has had conversations with the Rowing Club regarding the
Marathon. He will also write an article for the Anchor & Line regarding
changes and procedures for docking at the City Dock.  At this time there

is no procedure in place to collect fees from people staying on the City
Dock. Maintenance issues will be addressed after the capital improve-
ments are completed. Motion made by G. DenBleyker, seconded by M.
Radford, to name the new Raspberry Island dock the Dahlgren Dock.
Motion carried. Dedication ceremony will be held later this summer.

Operations Report: Gordy Mergens. Connections are ready for web site
development. A draft proposal on appearance and maintenance standards
for boats and facilities of the SPYC was presented to the Board for dis-
cussion at a later meeting.

Membership: Mike Radford. A request was made of the membership
committee to study why membership attendance is low and bring back a
recommendation to the Board on how to address the issue. P. Michaud
suggested the new membership orientation be moved to April.

Social: Rich Wright. Commodore's Ball was a great success! Memorial
Day chicken fry planned. R. Anderson will be providing music. Future
plans may include a Paddleford ride to view the fall colors.

Clubhouse Report: No Report

Miscellaneous:M.J. Babcock requested the Board consider doing a half
or full day staff/board training.

Board went into executive session.

Meeting Adjourned: Motion made to adjourn.  Motion carried.
Meeting adjourned at 9:25 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by: M.J. Babcock

New Boaters for 2004 Season!

Listed from top down - T om & Lucinia Gorman, Eric &
Candance Cobb, Jo & Meiling Siefferle,  Judith Gehrke,
Dan V essenmeyer , John & Sheilia Mohr , Jon Mortensen,
Al & Connie K othe, Jerry & Rose Huck, David & V al
Yuronis. Thanks once again to Dottie Mer win for
spearheading the orientation session.

SPYC Board Meeting Minutes
June 28, 2004 7:00 p.m. aboard the General

Meeting called to Order: Quorum present.
Present:  M.J. Babcock, Greg Den Bleyker, Dave Engfer, Barbara Haake,
Gordy Mergens, Lee Pfeilsticker, Mike Radford, Rich Wright.  Staff:
Roger Anderson. Absent:   Howard Dahlgren, Bob Draine, Lyle
Pichelman.  Staff:  Pat Michaud  Guests: Ron Hilson

Official Grand Excursion Shirt: Motion by G. Mergens, seconded by
M. Radford to accept Peter Kramer's design as the official grand excur-
sion shirt.  Motion carried.  The shirts will sell for $20 with proceeds
going to the Clubhouse fund.

Reading of the Minutes:Motion by M. Radford, seconded by R. Wright
to accept minutes from the May 24, 2004 Board Meeting. Motion carried. 

Financial Report: Roger Anderson. R. Anderson reported that receiv-
ables are good and all slips that are rented are paid. Majority of expan-
sion slips are not rented which leaves us with a $36,000 shortfall.  In
addition, the gas dock and ship store are running at 46% under last year
representing over $11,000.00 in lost revenue.  We are also 25% under on
transient revenue.  Weather conditions and high water were cited as possi-
ble explanations.

The following measures have been taken to compensate for the shortfall:
the $30,000 project to dredge the spoils will be postponed until next year,
in the meantime we will grate the gravel in the yard; the pump out system
will not be moved; we will cut back on the capital improvement projects;
will let go some of the part time people and adjust the dock staff hours.
We will know more in a month where we stand.

B. Haake expressed concern that in addition to our financial shortfall, the
conditions for us paying the city $2800.00 for the plantings in the lower
harbor circle have not been met. The city has not moved the flagpole and
the road sign has not been changed to Yacht Club Road.  The
Commodore reported that they are still working on those issues.

D. Engfer expressed concern that with all the capital projects the routine
maintenance is not being done.  He suggested staff bring a recommenda-
tion to the board on how to better use our staff resources for next year.

M.J. Babcock suggested that this is a situation that might be best
addressed by discussion of the strategic plan during a board/staff training
day.

The old office has been given to the Coast Guard Auxiliary for their use.

Event updates: Greg Den Bleyker. Taste of MN: parking on Tuesday
and Wednesday will be on Water Street; our plastic credentials must be
visible; lower harbor folks can pick up/drop off at their gates between 7-9
am; no dogs allowed in the park and guest passes will be used for people
to park in the boat yard. The Commodore thanked Liz Garland for the
excellent job she has done in representing the SPYC during the planning
of the event; Thank you also goes to Peter Kramer for the shirt design.

Grand Excursion: Neil Den Bleyker will be our Parade Commander; G.
Mergens will be our commentator; there are 45-50 boats scheduled to be
in the welcome brigade; the river closes at 2:15-4pm from Pigs Eye to the
High Bridge; homeland security considers this a code orange event; dock
captains for the event will be Glen Oelerking and Larry Bailey; G.
Mergens and L. Pfeilsticker will recruit UH dock captains; M. Mosby
will move the City Dock to take care of the transient boaters; we will
have an extra gas tank for the weekend; 35 boats are on the transient list;

electrical will be a problem for the Raspberry Island docks but will rent
them out anyway.

Membership: Mike Radford  The new member orientation went very
well and Dottie Merwin was praised for organizing an excellent orienta-
tion and for being a gracious host. 18 new boaters attended. The commit-
tee discussed ideas on how to get better attendance at the general meet-
ings and how to encourage more boaters to become full members.  Jim
McGowan will put an article in the Anchor & Line. Motion brought for-
ward from the membership committee: equalize the dues, which cover
social events and meetings, for full and associate members (full members
now pay $90 and associate members pay $60) with the amount to be
determined after consideration of budget needs. Motion carried. 

Discussion followed regarding the purpose and expenditures of the SPYC
Auxiliary.  They are a separate corporation and have played a role as the
social backbone of the SPYC.   R. Wright, M. Radford and M.J. Babcock
will have a meeting with the Auxiliary and bring a report back to the
Board.  It was also suggested to invite the members to a Board meeting
for a discussion regarding the role the Auxiliary plays in supporting the
SPYC.

Social: Rich Wright. Great plans are in the works:  the steak fry and the
swap meet plus the possibility of a Paddleford cruise to look at the fall
colors.

Clubhouse Report: Barb Haake for Howard Dahlgren. The next meet-
ing is July 20, 2004. Truman Howell is drawing up plans with the follow-
ing specs in mind:  room for 100 people; room to expand including a
deck; ability for St. Paul to use the facility; possible trail system use.

Staff Report: Roger Anderson. Phone service has been moved to Qwest;
now have DSLline for our web site; working on automated outgoing call
system;

Operations Report: Gordy Mergens. Now that Dana is working at
Sunnyside Marina we need to pull together a referral list of competent
people to work on our boats.  Operations will pull together this list.

Dredging: operations needs to get the hydrology report and will request
the Corps of Engineers come and do a sounding in the harbor.  

M. J. Babcock and B. Haake requested the talents of all Board members
be utilized on the various committees.It was suggested B. Haake's
expertise be used on the operations committee when they address the
dredging since she was successful in getting the last dredging completed
and has maintained contact with the Corps.

Meeting Adjourned: Motion made to adjourn.  Motion carried.
Meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by: M.J. Babcock


