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ANCHOR & LINE
The Saint Paul Yacht Club was founded in 1912 as the Saint Paul Motor Boat Club for the purpose of fostering a greater interest in
motor boating and the Mississippi River.  In 1934 the club adopted its present name, S.P.Y.C., and continues more than 90 years of
service to its members and the community.

St.PaulYachtClub
Dedicated to safe and affordable boating through cooperative efforts...
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Anchor & Line
S.P.Y.C.
100 Yacht Club Road, B1
Saint Paul  MN 55107
651-292-8964

Please submit articles, stories, photos,
etc. to the Editor, S.P.Y.C., 100 Yacht
Club Road B-1 Saint Paul,  MN 55107
E-mail: SPYC@earthlink.net

Deadline
Articles must be submitted by the 
25th of the month for publication the
following month. 

Roger Anderson, Editor
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Summer Slips Fee due Tuesday, April 1st In the SPYC Office
General Meeting* Tuesday, April 13th at 7:30 p.m. On the General
Board Meeting Monday, April 26 at 7:00 p.m. On the General
General Meeting Tuesday, May 11th at 7:30 p.m. On the General
Board Meeting Monday, May 24th at 7:00 p.m. On the General

*Please join us at this meeting fora visit with St. Paul Parks & Rec Department Program SupervisorMike Hahm. Mike is our contact
with the City and will discuss Taste of Minnesota, Grand Excursion, park events and whateverelse is on yourmind.

100 Yacht Club Rd. B-1, St. Paul, MN 55107

Spring

2004



I don’t know about you, but I love to get
away for a while in the winter. 

Fortunately, my high level position as an
independent flooring contractor allows me a
little free time so I went to visit some rela-
tives in San-Fransico. 

I should mention that I was travelling with
my mother and an aunt - both of whom are
over 90 years old - and we were visiting
another aunt who is also over 80 years old.
There’s nothing like hanging around with
three people who have a combined age of
260 years to make you feel young at heart! 

Now that I’m back and energized from my trip, it’s time to get down to
business. 

The Commodore’s Ball is coming up quick. We’ll be starting at the St.
Paul Pool & Yacht Club for cocktail hour at 6:00 p.m. We’ll be taking a
river cruise during dinner and we’ll return to the Pool and Yacht lower
level bar for dessert, drinks, and dancing into the evening. 

Invitations will be sent out soon; look for yours in the mail and please
RSVPas soon as possible!

-Commodore’ s Repor t - Rich’s 
Partytown

U59 Scuttlebutt
2004 boating season- Let's get started! The boat yard is nice and slop-
py but the activity is starting to brew. As usual this time of year, you
need to maneuver around the walkway and fingers that are all weld-
ed, most of it dipped, and some being decked. The staff is right on
schedule with the 2004 capital for the upper harbor. Launch could
start a few weeks after this mailing if weather permits.

Operations team -Most of you should know from the last A&L or the
general meeting that one of my duties this year is Chair of the
Operations team. We will be meeting in the SPYC office on the sec-
ond Wednesday of the month at 5PM. Anyone is welcome to attend or
if you have an agenda item that you think should be addressed by the
team, be sure to call the office or email me to have it added to the
agenda and discussed.  One of the things that we discussed at the
meeting 3/10 was 'Work Order Requests'. These have been around for
years but seldom used. This is the form that needs to be filled out if
you report or request work that needs to be done in the marine or boat
yard. You can fill out a hard copy form or Roger Anderson can send
you an electronic copy via email.  This year is going to be an excep-
tionally busy year for operations and I can assure you that if a request
is not made in writing, it will not get done. On the other hand, written
requests will be prioritized and dealt with in a timely manner. 

Commodores ball-we have a great opportunity this year to not only
celebrate the start of the boating season with our Commodore but to
get a glimpse of what it would be like to have a functional, floating,
club house. I've always favored this option because it seems the most
fitting for a boat club, but I am open to what the majority of the club
feels we should do. I erg everyone to participate in this years event so 

we can make the biggest decision of the whole club house
process...Land or Sea. Once this decision is made the rest should be
easy, well easier. 

Grand excursion- the latest is that there will be a boat parade prior to
the flotilla arrival at 3pm comprised of Yacht Club and Watergate
boats coming up stream from the Lafayette bridge area around 1pm
that day. There will be more information as this develops. No other
news on what the city is planning for this event as yet, so it is hard for
the club to come up with a plan that will complement the cities activ-
ities. This shouldn't keep us from 'brain storming' and coming up with
ideas. I think we want to focus on the boating community but talk to
a board member, Liz Garland or the office if you have an idea you
think might be fun or helpful to do during this event. 

Safety- You may have read an article in the paper around March 19th
about a three year old girl who died in a house that filled up with car-
bon monoxide in Rochester Mn. This was a tragic story that could
have been worse except the other three members of the family did sur-
vive. This story would have slipped by me except the grandparents are
close friends of mine. I new the mother and saw her pain at the wake.
I don't want to do this again for one of you. I'm asking all of you to
buy and use a quality carbon monoxide detector for your house and
boat. 

With that said...let's go boating!
Gordon Mergens

I am putting together a new page for the A&L
for SPYC members to share with us
Winter/Summer vacations and exciting trips,
river or otherwise. Please call Wanda at 651-
773-5881 or e-mail to lylyepichelman@com-

cast.net.All stories have to get to me before the 20th each
month. My thanks to Frank and Julia Kline for sharing
their trip to Peru with us.

HELLO FROM THE KLINES  
AND OUR WINTER HIDEA WAY

For the last ten years we have been going to Peru and the
rain forest for three or four months. We think of all you
Minnesotans in the winter when we are in the 80s and 90s
from October to February. We haven't found out how to
stay but have to return for the Feb and March cold weather.

Julia has two brothers and their families in Lima so we start
where there is no rain and the temperature is in the 60s Then
we get on a bus or on a plane and go to the river town of
Pacultpa on the east side of the Andes and the Ucallay river.
Pacullpa has lots of rain and lots of hot sun but in the shade is
OK. Next we catch a river boat for a trip down river, heading
north. The port is a mud bank with a dozen or more boats
crowded bow in to the shore. The bank is usually steep as the
river height changes often.

Boats are usually motorized barges with a single caterpillar
diesel. The lower deck is for cargo which is loaded on the
backs of boys and men of all ages. The upper deck is open
with a roof where passengers hang to rest and sleep for a
trip of 18 to 24 hours to our town of Contamana. We usual-
ly are crowded together, each other in our hammocks. And
then some are on the deck under us. The trip costs about
75 cents U.S. and includes two or three meals. They usually
give us one pot meals of rice &/or spaghetti with a little
chicken or beans. Sometimes there is bread and boiled plan-
tain bananas. Most people bring bottled water and pop.

When we get to Contamana we visit friends, then outfit a
long boat for camping in the rain forest. The boat is a canoe
about 30 feet long and 6 feet wide with very little freeboard.
A 9 horse single cylinder motor hangs over the back with
about a 10 foot shaft and propeller sticking out rear. There
are usually 4 of us and our guide, a cook, and two
hunter/helpers. We use tents for shelters while others make
palm branch shelters and use mosquito bars and a bed roll.
We tried to fish but didn't do so well.

Julia's father was a hunter and fed his family hunting wild ani-
mals in the forest. He would be gone for a week at a time
and bring back meat, salted, smoked and dried to sell in the

market. He would get birds, deer, boar, fish, and many other
animals. We have run into people who knew Julia's father,
Indians who bartered with us for food. and one group of
loggers out of food - we helped them with rice and salt and
a few things to help them till they got their logs back to sell.

We finally bought a farm 3 miles from town. It is 70 acres
with half in mature Mahogany trees and the rest in large
tropical fruit trees. Some of the farm we cleared for cattle.
Now we have about 30 head and a hired man to take care
of the farm. The farm is very wild and hilly. I have only seen
about half of it as it would be too hard for me to walk the
rest. 

We have movies and this year I'll try to edit it enough to
show to all of you. There's so much to tell you about-the
100 year celebration of Julia's town; The markets in both
Lima and Contamana; The wild animals; the birds; the fish;
Our outdoor kitchen; Our farmers house; our 4 bedroom
brick and cement house.

That's all for now - BCNU soon,  love Frank     

We also have a note from Wayve Becher to share. Wayve
writes: 

Dear friends:

Thanks so much forthe flowers and all the cards I
received. It really brightens up the day. Six weeks of hop-
ping on one foot is not too handy. I only have two weeks
left. Thanks again, Wayve

Our condolences to Ed Lambert on the death of his mother.

Bob ApJones surgery went well. and he is at home recuper-
ating.

Hurray! Spring is here!
Wanda Pichelman
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See 
Page 3!

I will be brief this month as other people have
articles of interest in the Anchor and Line.
The next General Membership Meeting will
be on April 13, 2004.  Insomuch as the March
meeting was sparsely attended, we are going
to repeat the program from March.  

Many board members will be attending.  this
will be a good opportunity to dialogue with
the board and understand what each of them
are trying to accomplish this year.  We need
your help to successfully meet our goals.
Also, you will get the latest information
regarding summer activities on the island.  

We will serve beverages and a treat, so please
try to attend.  As spring is now here, we turn
our attention to boat preparation.  Plan ahead
and work with the staff to insure a prompt
and successful launch.   

See you on the river,   

Greg Den Bleyker- Commodore



For Sale - "Diamond Wheel" 
1991 Carver 330 Aft Cabin. 39' LOA, 13'3" beam, 31" draft, 16,600 lbs. For more info:
Call Jim Johnson @ 952-475-3151 or go to: www.stcroixyachtsales.com Click again on
"boats for sale" Scroll down to "Carver 330 aft cabin - 1991 and click. Click on "Full
Specs" and scroll down for additional pictures.

Board Minutes Feb, 23, 2004
A. Minutes were read and approved.  Lee Moved, Dave 2nd.
B. Greg welcomed the new Board.  He promised to keep on the agenda this year.  He wants the Staff to accept increased responsibility.  He wants
everyone to open ears to our clients and show them respect.  He wants a complaint to be defined as something put in writing.  Complaints will be
steered to the Staff first and then to the board if necessary.  It's going to be a historic year.  We're going to be front and center nationally.  Two large
capital events are going to be completed.
C. The Treasurer's report includes the attached financial sheets.  Dave reminded the flag officers that they have to get their signatures notarized and
to the Bank.  There was some discussion about keeping the SPYCAas a separate entity because of some question by the IRS.  We are ready to
obtain financing and get going on the Rasp. Is. Project.  There will be a separate debt instrument for Rasp. Is.  Barb Moved  Gordy 2nd to accept
this plan.  Approved
D. Handed out the new binders and went over the contents.  Greg passed out the list of tasks for this year.  Attached.
E. See staff reports.  The city dock will be off limits during Grand Excursion.  Talked about temporary docks upstream of the gas dock using our
old docks for the Grand Ex.  MinnCorp will be building Rasp. Is. Docks to our specs.  The Audit is going well and will be done on time.  Talked at
length about a credit policy (attached).  Dave moved Barb2nd to accept.  After considerable discussion Lyle moved to table, Barb 2nd. It was
tabled.  Lee P. suggested that comments on credit policy are due by next time.
F. Discussed Lease amendments at length.  Pat to continue negotiations with city.
G. No social committee report.
H. Gen. Meeting topics:

March 9 - Meet the new.  Board  Everyone attend.
April - Layout summer schedule.
May - Talk about the River.  Bob Drain
June - Prep for Grand Excursion

Adjourn
Submitted by Mike Radford

1986 Wellcraft 3200 St.Tropez   

Twin 260 Mercruiser V-drives. Wide body (12’) with radar arch.  Has a stylish profile
and spacious interior. A/C and many other options. Very well maintained by picky
owner. $36,975Call Don LaValle at 651-451-3018

THE ISLAND IS CALLING!
Things have changed at Treasure Island marina. B
dock is now seasonal rental, so there are fewer slips
available for both the public and us. You must now
pay in advance to hold a reservation. (Checks made
out to Treasure Island marina will be your reserva-
tion.)

Date: July 31st, 2004, Place: C dock at 6:00 p.m.
for potluck supper. (Working on getting a block of
rooms reserved.) 

Rates: 32’ slip=$22
40’ slip=$27
48’ slip =$33 Add $5 per boat for dock 

help (a new requirement).

Please send your checks to me so Ican assign slips
If you have any special requirements please let me
know as soon as possible. Call 651-773-5881

Rememberlast year?

Wanda
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COUNTDOWN TO GRAND EXCURSION

Many of you have been wondering “what’s going on with the
Grand Excursion?”  For the past year, individual members of the
St. Paul Yacht Club have been donating their time and expertise
working behind the scenes to insure that when the Grand
Excursion arrives in our harbor on July 3, 2004, the event will go
as smoothly as possible for all involved. Our members have been
instrumental in creating educational materials for recreational
boaters planning to attend the event who might be unfamiliar with
river navigation. We have served on committees dedicated to
anticipating and planning out complex security issues with both
land and water-based enforcement and emergency agencies and
our involvement in several areas is ongoing as the event takes
shape.

Now we have an opportunity for the St. Paul Yacht Club to drift
out of the shadows and into the limelight. Since its inception, one
of the ideas for the Grand Excursion has been to include the
recreational boater in the flotilla. Because of the logistics of bring-

ing several large vessels into our small harbor, it has been nec-
essary to scale back some of the original concepts, especially
those that involved recreational boaters. After all, where would all
those smaller boats go once they got here? That is a valid ques-
tion. We at the St. Paul Yacht Club don’t have that problem, how-
ever. All our boats have a home. So, we have been invited to
assemble downriver from the Lafayette Bridge about 1:00-1:30
pm on July 3rd to parade into the harbor in advance of the Grand
Excursion Flotilla. This will be a national event, with national
media attention. Each participating boat will have its name and
some details broadcast to the crowd. The idea is to show the
world what boating on the upper Mississippi is all about and what
better organization to do that than the St. Paul Yacht Club.

Please consider joining this historic p arade. Another oppor -
tunity might not come around for 150 years!! W e will be
posting further det ails soon including the registration
process to get YOUR boat in the p arade.

Liz Garland       

35’ Chris Craft Double Cabin 

Twin 350 V8 engines, A/C, demand generator, battery charger, excellent condition.
$32,500 Call Bob McAdams 651-452-4084

35’ Mainship
1990 35 Mainship Mediterranean, Twin 7.4 LCrusaders, 5xx hours, Air and heat, 6.5 KW
Generator, Very nice condition and little use. $79,900 . Visit stcroixyachtsales .com for com-
plete information or call Bob @ St Croix Yacht Sales at 651-436-4454
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NOMINATIONS, CANDIDATES AND ELECTION OF FEBRUARY 2004
Barbara H aake, Chair, 2004 Nominating Committee

I wish to extend my sincere thank you to all of the candidates who
answered "the call" and ran for the SPYC Board of Directors during the
election of 2004.  Those candidates were (those who were elected are
designated in bold print) - for Officers:  Commodore,Greg
DenBleker, Vice Commodore, Liz Garland and Lyle Pichelman,
Secretary, Mar y Jean Babcockand Treasurer, David Engfer.  For
Directors-at-Large:  Dee  Armstrong, Joanie Clausen, Howard
Dahlgren, Ralph DeLong, Bob Draine, Irene Gussler, George
Letness, Eldon Metaxes, Gordy Mergens, Muriel Parker, Lee
Pfeilsticker,  Mike Radford , Dennis Sando, Jim Souris and Rich
Wright .  (The eleventh member of the Board per SPYC Bylaws is the
immediate past Commodore, Barbara Haake.)

There are three members on the Nominating Committee (two immedi-
ate past commodores, Barbara Haake and Peter Kramer plus one mem-
ber elected at large in the 2003 February elections, Wanda Pichelman).
When the Nominating Committee (NC) starts their work in December,
its members work from a list of the SPYC's regular voting members.
This election year, the goal of the Nominating Committee was to call
or contact every voting member in the SPYC and ask them if they
would please run for the club's 2004 Board of Directors.  Currently, the
number of regular members is 133 (including 19 lifetime members).
Because there are three members on the Nominating Committee the list
of 133 members was divided into thirds.  

Each NC member took their list and calls/contacts were made to each

regular voting member to ask them if they would run for the 2004
board.  The NC worked hard to have a full slate of candidates since
comments were made regarding last year's 2003 election that the mem-
bers only had two choice areas available for the members' vote on the
club's ballot.  This year the NC's intent was to have a minimum of two
candidates for each of the four officer positions and at least twelve for
the director's slate.  We worked hard to provide the 133 voting mem-
bers with a full ballot of voting choices in every area but we only had
one contest in the officers' positions.  We did feel successful in nomi-
nating fifteen dedicated SPYC'ers to run for the six director positions. 

Historically, it has been stated that previous NC's have had a difficult
time finding members to be candidates for SPYC's board.  This year
the NC was proud of its efforts and thankful so many candidates con-
sented to run for office.  Truly, all of the candidates showed a desire to
serve their fellow members/boaters and we should all recognize them
for their dedication to the SPYC whether they were elected or not.  

I hope this year's candidates will make themselves available again next
year to be nominated to the board since three of the existing board
members will not be eligible to run again due to term limits unless they
consent to run for Commodore of the SPYC or in case of our present
Commodore, for another board position.  The more interest we have of
members willing to serve on the SPYC board, the stronger our club
will become.  Thanks to all of you who ran and to the excellent voter
"turn out" - almost 66% of our regular members voted!!


