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September Calendar

Winter Storage Bills Sent September 1st SPYC Office
TGIF/Potluck/Leeky Beets September 2nd at 7:30 p.m Camp Clubhouse
Giant Chicken Feed September 5th at 7:00 p.m. Camp Clubhouse
General Membership Meeting September 13th at 7:30 p.m. Camp Clubhouse
Antique & Classic Boat Show September 24th City Dock
Camp Clubhouse Last Hurrah September 30th at 7:30 pm Camp Clubhouse
Winter Storage Due October 15th SPYCOffice
All Boats Out October 28th SPYCBoatyard
Halloween Party October 29th New Clubhouse*

*Pending completion
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ANCHOR & LINE
The Saint Paul Yacht Club was founded in 1912 as the Saint Paul Motor Boat Club for the purpose of fostering a greater interest in
motor boating and the Mississippi River.  In 1934 the club adopted its present name, S.P.Y.C., and continues more than 90 years of
service to its members and the community.

St.PaulYachtClub
Dedicated to safe and affordable boating through cooperative efforts...

FOUNDED 1912

100 Yacht Club Rd. B-1, St. Paul, MN 55107

Anchor & Line
S.P.Y.C.
100 Yacht Club Road, B1
Saint Paul  MN 55107
651-292-8964

Please submit articles, stories, photos,
etc. to the Editor, S.P.Y.C., 100 Yacht
Club Road B-1 Saint Paul,  MN 55107
E-mail: Office@spyc-mn.org
Web:http://stpaulyachtclub.org

Deadline
Articles must be submitted by the 
25th of the month for publication the
following month. 

Roger Anderson, Editor



From the Management...
The last several weeks here have seen a return to some-
what “normal” operations - people are taking boats out, we’re
selling a little bit of gas, and the weather has kind of come
around from the excessive heat and storms of July. 

As I write this the water levels have stabilized at 4’ on the
Smith Ave. gauge, which is pretty close to our traditional reg-
ular levels for this time of year. We’ve been waiting to see
what the silt situation would look like and it’s a mixed bag.
The slips in the lower harbor that were extremely shallow
last year have actually cleaned out and all but a couple are
usable right now. Unfortunately the mouth of the lower har-
bor is running about 2’ right now and is closed off until the
water raises or we get it dredged. 

The lower harbor can be reached either by going through the
railroad bridge downstream of the Dahlgren docks, or around
the east tip of Raspberry Island, which we marked with
buoys. We’ll definitely need some dredging, but considering
we’ve gone through over 6 months of high water things
could be much, much worse.

I’m sure many of you are aware that Eric Fermstad passed
away recently. Eric was sort of an old timer here; I came into
the lower harbor in 1997 and I believe Eric had already been
here for some time. I ended up having a spot right next him
on the Miller dock for many years. 

I’m sorry to say that I never got to know him real well, I wish
I would have made more of an effort when we were both
hanging around on the boats. I know he was a good neigh-
bor and a good member here. 

I do have vivid memories of several nights during Taste of
Minnesota that Eric would load up his single screw house-
boat with with about a dozen friends and head out for the
fireworks...I don’t know how he could possibly back that boat

out of his spot at the very head of the dock - hardly being
able to see behind him - but I never saw him have a problem
or even any hint that it concerned him. He just calmly did it. I
have a suspicion that’s how he approached most things he
got involved with, and I’ll miss seeing him on the dock.  

Early September is harvest season,
and for me that means one of my
favorite events, the Western
Minnesota Steam Thresher’s Reunion
at Rollag, MN September 1-4.

Roger

- Commodore’ s Repor t -
August was the best month of the summer for everything.
Water levels where good for the most part, the weather was
perfect and everyone seemed to be on the river. Here is
hoping we have a nice fall to make up for the first part of the
season.

We have an event in September that we will need volunteers
to help out with. The SPYC in conjunction with Fiesta Italiana
will be putting on an antique and classic boat show both in
water on the public dock and out of water in the parking lots
near the lower harbor. The actual show will be Saturday the
24th from 10am to 6pm. We will need help before, after, and
during the show. If you can help out, please contact the
office and let them know when you are available that day.
Both the festival and boat show could turn out to be annual
events.

The shell of the clubhouse is done and the interior work is

starting. It looks wonderful! We hope to have some events in
it this year yet.  The new club house is on its way!    

Time to start scheduling your pull, not everyone can be the
last one out. Please call Roger now to get on the schedule. 
We are still looking for past due payments. A good amount
came in last month and we thank the people who took care
of this. We still have a sizable amount out yet. Please
address this if you are in this situation.

A quick thanks to everyone who has helped out at camp
clubhouse and everyone who has joined the fun. We can’t
do this without you!

With that said, lets go boating.  
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St. Paul Yacht Club Board Meeting 07/25/11 
 

Board Members present: 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Roger Anderson: Present. Guests Present: Ron Hilson, John Senglaub 
 
Call to order at 7:01 PM. Open Forum – none, guests were just observing 
 
The July minutes were accepted. 
 
Operations – per report. Rick is still not able to work due to his knee injury. We don’t expect him back 
before haulout starts. We are using temporary help (Greg and Mark, primarily) to handle basic services. 
 
Social – turnout for the Captains’ breakfast was light. Tom Mason will be performing Friday night, and 
Dave’s band will be performing Saturday night, followed by Roger’s band. We will be having a burger 
basket dinner Saturday night. There will be a potluck for TGIF, no grille. Irish Fest will be on the August 
14 weekend. If Tom gets some help, we will have another breakfast. We are planning a corn feed August 
27. There will be a chicken feed Labor Day weekend. We have beach towels available for $20, and tee 
shirts (including women’s sizes) are available. 
 
Clubhouse – the platform is complete, and the steel decking is installed. Dennis Wallace has supplied 
material for the skirting, and a lot of hardware. The building is starting, should be enclosed by next 
meeting. The permits have been requested for the interior work (electrical, plumbing, HVAC). 
 
Membership – no report 
 
Standing rules – there was a question about wording regarding the sale of merchandise. The rules prohibit 
the use of the SPYC logo except for board-approved use. A question was raised regarding some websites, 
etc. using the logo without permission. We will review the rule, and clarify as appropriate. A motion was 
made, seconded, and approved to investigate applying for trademark and copyright protection. 
 
Green Marina – no report 
 
Anniversary Book – the manuscript is complete, but will undergo another edit to remove some 
redundancies. 
 
Executive session was called, starting at 7:54. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:12.  
 
Respectfully submitted; Dennis Sando, Secretary 
 

Commodore Vice 
Comm 

Secretary Treasurer Board Board Board Board Board Board Past 
Comm 

Gordy Jim Dennis Jerry Bob Tom Marc Fran Ralph Pat Peter 
Mergens Johnson Sando Quaal Hill Marrone Denn Potvien DeLong Boulay Kramer 
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X X X  X X X X    

Eric Fermst ad passed away August 16, 2011 at Marie
Steiner Kelting Hospice in Chaska, MN after battling liver
cancer for the last month. He was born May 14, 1944, in
Minneapolis, MN. He was the son of Raymond E. and
Dorothy E. Fermstad. He is survived by his life partner, Lynn
Townsend, brothers Jonathan, of Atlanta, GA, Glen, of
Minneapolis, Thomas (Connie) of Bothell, WA, and Dana of
St. Paul, MN. He is also survived by 2 nieces and 4
nephews. Eric was raised in Minneapolis
and graduated from Robbinsdale High
School in 1962. After high school, he
attended Bethany College in Mankato,
MN. He was drafted into the U.S. Army
in 1966. After his discharge, he worked
for various companies as a computer
systems analyst. Eventually, his love of
real estate led him to purchase various
buildings and condos. He spent his last decade managing
his apartments and condominiums. He loved spending his
leisure time piloting his houseboat up and down the
Mississippi and Minnesota Rivers. A Celebration of Eric's
Life will be held Wednesday August 24 from 4:00-8:00pm on
his houseboat at the St. Paul Yacht Club, at the Miller Dock
in the Lower Harbor. Donations can be made in his name to
the Minneapolis Public Library. Minneapolis 612-825-2435



Greetings Fellow Yacht Club  Members!
GREETINGS FELLOW YACHT CLUB MEMBERS!

THE LABOR DAY WEEKEND IS COMING AND WE'VE GOT
ANOTHER  GREAT LINE UP OF FUN!!

FRIDAY SEPT. 2 ITS T.G.I.F.  POT LUCK AT 7PM THEN THE
WORLD FAMOUS "LEEKY BEATS" WILL PERFORM LIVE AT
AROUND 9PM DON'T MISS THIS SHOW !!

MONDAY LABOR DAY SEPT. 5TH ITS THE ANNUAL GIANT CHICKEN FEED 4PM TILL 6PM  $10.00 PER
PERSON AND WE'LL HAVE A DOGGIE BAG FOR YA! THIS WILL BE THE BIGGEST BANQUET YET . BRING
THE WHOLE CREW !!

ALL AT CAMP CLUBHOUSE II AND THE BAMBOO LOUNGE!!

FASHIONS ARE ON SALE IN THE OFFICE CHECK OUT THE NEW BEACH TOWELS THEY'LL LOOK 
GREAT ON YOUR BOAT , GET'EM NOW BEFORE WE SELL THEM ALL AT THE BOAT SHOW 
COMING ON SEPT 24TH !!

PAY ATTENTION TO THE PHONE MESSAGES FOR IMPROMPTU MOVIE NIGHTS AND TAILGATE PARTIES 
IN THE CLUB HOUSE. ALSO MORE LIVE MUSIC AND PARTIES TO BE ANNOUNCED!!

THANKS TO ALL THE VOLUNTEERS FOR HELPING TO MAKE THE SWEET CORN FEED A GREAT
TIME AND A SUCCESS . IF YOU MISSED IT WELL YOU MISSED IT!

SEE YA ON THE RIVER!!

TOM MARRONE 
thomasmarrone@msn.com
651-356-2182 cell

Captain Ken’ s 
Boat Wash
Best in town – 

satisfaction guaranteed!

Call 612-865-5512 for an
appointment.



We want you and your boat at our first ever Antique and Classic Boat Show!

To celebrate its 99th anniversary, the St. Paul Yacht Club is sponsoring an Antique and Classic Boat show at Harriet Island on the
Mississippi River in downtown St. Paul on Saturday, September 24, 2001 between 10 AM and 6 PM. The event is free, open to the
public and located at the public docks next to the Paddleford Riverboats and the University of Minnesota Showboat. We invite you to
display your antique or classic watercraft! There's no cost for exhibiting your boat - and we would love to have your antique or classic
watercraft on display. We have both in-water and trailered display spaces available for boats from 8 to 65 feet in length. 

The St. Paul Yacht Club has a rich history of giving back to Harriet Island, downtown St. Paul and the Upper Mississippi River. This
boat show is one way that we feel we can contribute back to this area and increasing visibility of recreational boating activities on the
Mississippi River. Although not a judged event," Peoples Choice" awards will be presented for a wide variety of classes. In addition,
the members of the St. Paul Yacht Club will sponsor an appreciation dinner in their clubhouse facility on Saturday night for all
Captains and crewmembers of participating watercraft. Overnight dockage is available free of charge.

The show is co-sponsored by "Festa Italiana" on Harriet Island. Festa Italiana is a festival that invites the public to come explore and
experience all things Italian. Food and drink is available from some of the premiere Italian restaurants in the Twin Cities. "Wheels of
Italy" will also be displaying classic Italian cars during Festa italiana. These events are sure to help draw a significant crowd.
Again, this event is free - there is no cost for you to exhibit at this event. We hope you'll be able to join us. To reserve your space on
land or in the water please contact Brendt Rusten at brusten@dominiuminc.com or via phone at 561-310-3388.


