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Winter Storage Invoicing Monday, September 1st SPYC Office
Republican Convention starts Monday, September 1st Xcel Energy Center
Republican Convention ends Thursday, September 4th Xcel Energy Center
Board Meeting Monday, September 22nd at 7:00 p.m. SPYC Office
Winter Storage Due Wednesday, October 15th SPYC Office
All Boats Out Friday, October 24th SPYC Boatyard
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ANCHOR & LINE
The Saint Paul Yacht Club was founded in 1912 as the Saint Paul Motor Boat Club for the purpose of fostering a greater interest in
motor boating and the Mississippi River.  In 1934 the club adopted its present name, S.P.Y.C., and continues more than 90 years of
service to its members and the community.

St.PaulYachtClub
Dedicated to safe and affordable boating through cooperative efforts...

FOUNDED 1912

100 Yacht Club Rd. B-1, St. Paul, MN 55107

Anchor & Line
S.P.Y.C.
100 Yacht Club Road, B1
Saint Paul  MN 55107
651-292-8964

Please submit articles, stories, photos,
etc. to the Editor, S.P.Y.C., 100 Yacht
Club Road B-1 Saint Paul,  MN 55107
E-mail: office@spyc-mn.org
Web:http://stpaulyachtclub.org

Deadline
Articles must be submitted by the 
25th of the month for publication the
following month. 

Roger Anderson, Editor

Always

Vigilant
!
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- U69 Scuttlebutt - - Commodore’ s Repor t -
The good news…the dredging is done and the RNC is behind
us. The bad news…summer is behind us too.  Hope everyone
can make the most of the rest of the 2008 season.      

Dredging–The actual dredging is complete and the hydrolog-
ical study is being worked on. Both of these did not cost the
SPYC a dime, except for the labor to move our boats and
docks. This was a little luck and a lot of negotiation. Thanks
to everyone who had a part in this and made it happen. Thank
you!  

Security – Operations is looking into an automatic gate and
an alarm system of some kind to help secure the boat yard.
Both of these options will be cover at the next general meet-
ing. Please attend so we can get your feedback. Meanwhile
keep valuables out of sight in your locked car. Keep the gates
locked and be sure of whom you let in the gate to keep
strangers off the dock.

Slips – We have about 17 slips open and transient dockage.
The $100 finder fee is still paid to anyone who recruits a
boater to slip at the SPYC. It’s not too late, lots of boating
season left this year.  

Social- If you’ve missed any of the events this season, includ-
ing the general meetings, you’ve missed out. The social com-
mittee has been over the top with ideas and execution. Thank
you to everyone who has been involved with these events.      

Vessel Safety Checks– Not complying with this rule WILL
impede your launch or lease renewal next year.  Time is run-
ning out. It is time to get your vessel checked in 2008. Please
get the report into the office to be recorded. If you have not
had a check performed on you boat, you need to get this done.
This is now a standing rule that operations is enforcing. The
club is requiring that each boat have a current survey, or a
safety inspection performed by either the coastguard auxiliary
(free) or staff (charge) and proof that the boat meets minimum
requirements of Fire Extinguishers, Ventilation, Backfire
Flame Control (if applicable), Marine Sanitation Devises (No
discharge of untreated waste possible), Overall Vessel condi-
tion: Clean bilge, electrical system, fuel system, No automo-
tive parts. Every boat needs to get this done NOW! 

With that said…Lets go boating!

Gordon Mergens

Commodore's Report, Star Date, September
1, 2008

My goodness, what a wonderful surreal day
in the lower harbor, in addition to our usual
mix of trucks, kayaks, trains, planes, cars,
buses, ambulances, rowers, boaters, tows
and joggers, we have added a coast guard
cutter, 10-25 foot rigid inflatable C.G. patrol
boats and the occasional clatter overhead of
a C. G. Search and rescue Black Hawk heli-
copter...just another beautiful day in para-
dise; everyone is boating safely and respect-
fully so except for those M60 machine guns
on the patrol boats it could be any summer
Sunday on this wonderful river. 

Our friends from New Orleans, LA, who are
delegates to the RNC, commented on what
a beautiful summer day, such low humidity
and only 90 degrees.  Is it always this nice?
I said, yes it is except when it's below zero
and your nose hairs freeze, then we will
admit to it being not just cool, but cold.  

Dredging is done and the hydrological study
which 'might' identify the cause of our silting
will start forthwith...more as we learn more. 

Many thanks once again to our social and
marketing committees.  They have made this
a wonderful, "turn around summer", for the
SPYC, and who knew we had so much
musical talent right here in the club...wow.

As I write this the RNC is only one day away
from being history, and by all accounts our
SPYC members survived with only minor irri-
tations and even had fun.

As you were, 

Peter Kramer, Commodore
Saint Paul Yacht Club

Mrs. 
Adventure

Fall/Winter Special
20% Discount on all repairs

*Woodwork
*Fiberglass

*Electric
*Plumbing

*Remodeling or New
Call Denny Penman 

651-459-9706
No mechanical work

Dana Mar ine 651-459-1003

Winterizing Services
Engines
Water systems
I/O Service

Shrink Wrap
General Mechanical

Mrs. Adventure Here! The corn feed was a huge success!! Thanks to Tom, Mark, Fran (new member),
Ron, Mike and the women on social, and our new volunteer Laurie. 

Thanks to everyone who helped out on the Steak Fry, another nice success. The last run of the year is looking like
the 27th Sept.  Sign will be posted for the firm date and place.Unfortunate to be looking forward to boot hockey,
will have the call out to invite everyone to join us!  Remember It's potluck!

Christmas Party in December!
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St. Paul Yacht Club Board Meeting 
Board Members present: 

 

 
Guests Present: Julie Marrone, Ron Hilson 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:02 PM. No open forum.The 6/23 minutes were accepted as printed. 
 
Jerry Quaal is back, and presented the financials per report. The report was accepted. 
 
Operations – The dredging is scheduled for the week of Aug 18. Roger will meet tomorrow with the COE and city for 
information. Mark and Roger will attend. Operations would like to discuss the security systems at the next general meeting 
to get some feel for which system (boat alarms or automatic gate) the membership favors. Denny went over the Vessel 
Safety Check requirements with Roger (on his boat). Roger proposes that if he has to do a safety check on a boat, the club 
would charge the boat owner $40. We discussed the “BIG” (Boating Infrastructure Grant) proposal as attached. This would 
include a crossing dock with a number of transient tie-alongs, and a 250 square foot shelter at the far west end of the 
Dahlgren docks, and would have a shower, head, changing area, and a washer and dryer. There would also be a pumpout 
station or stations. Grant participation is based on transient usage only, and must be maintained for at least 20 years. The 
transient docks must be ADA accessible. The deadline for submitting a proposal this year is October 15. Roger and Peter 
will present a preliminary proposal to the city for their approval. 
 
Promotions – transient boating is up considerably this year, in part because of the advance rental for RNC boats.  
 
Social - There will be a corn-feed at the Aug 22 TGIF party on the “General”. 
We are scheduling the “Labor Day” steak fry for the next weekend, Sunday, Sept. 7, partly to avoid any accessibility issues 
due to the RNC. 
 
Green Marina – Ralph is preparing an article for an issue of the Anchor and Line. 
 
Long-Range Planning – MJ needs input from the committee to compile plans. 
 
Clubhouse – a presentation was made to the city, and they are happy with the plan. 
 
Other – we had a discussion of slip rates, Roger will work on correcting discrepancies. There are cases where similarly 
sized slips are leased at different rates. 
Ramp “G” wire mesh on the ramp is dangerous. We will need a work-order request to repair or replace it. 
We had a discussion about a boater who wanted to pay ½ of the membership fees so that he and his former partner could 
both maintain membership. (Presumably, the partner would pay the other half.) The board position is that the division of the 
cost of a second membership should be an issue between the partners. We discussed the membership for a live-aboard 
whose boat does not meet our minimum safety and appearance standards. A motion was made to vote on the membership, 
but failed for a second. Roger will draft a letter to the member outlining the requirements. The antique boat show would 
take too much time to organize for this year, but there is great interest in it for next year. 
 
There is still no firm information on what, if any, impact the RNC will have on boat traffic on the river. The scheduled 
activities for the island should not cause any great difficulty for SPYC access to the marinas. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:37 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Dennis Sando, Secretary 

Commodore Vice 
Comm 

Secretary Treasurer Board Board Board Board Board Board Past 
Comm 

Peter MJ Dennis Jerry Ralph Dave Jim Gordy Mark Tom  
Kramer Babcock Sando Quaal DeLong McCusik Johnson Mergens Mosby Marrone  

PK MJ DS JQ RD DM JJ GM MM TM  
x x x x x x x x x x  



A Word Picture of the Lower Harbor , about 1930:

An adventuresome couple named Kent and Margaret Lighty set off from Saint Paul on a trip down the whole length of the
Mississippi sometime in the late 1920's.  Their account of this trip appeared in 1930 in a wonderful book entitled Shanty-Boat
(New York, The Century Co.).  The Lightys bought their boat, just ten by thirty feet, with a flat barge hull, and with a small
"egg-beater" outboard engine, at Clarkson's Minnesota River Canoe Livery and Boat Works which must have been located
then just west of Mendota on the Minnesota.  Here is their description of the harbor at Saint Paul which they passed by on a
fine October morning at the beginning of their two-thousand mile trip:

"At the moment it was impossible to think of anything but the one brilliant fact that we were under way.  There was no know-
ing what lay between us and the Gulf of Mexico, or even how long we'd be on the way, but we'd started to find out.  The Art
moved slowly under the great Mendota bridge, around the bend, and into new water.  We were off down the river.

"It was dignified motion, at that.  The shores went by at a most leisurely pace.  But you wouldn't expect your house to hurry,
and each willow that made its slow progress past our windows was a major event.  The end of Pike Island came soon
enough. Here the Minnesota River flows into the big stream and we saw the first of th channel marks, a little over two miles
above St. Paul.  The banks receded and we headed our snub nose into the father of all waters.    

"Smoke thickened, buildings massed on the east bank above us, we went under high bridges for trains and for automobiles,
we passed a great industrial barge.  Here was St. Paul.  And all along the small islands below the city, and on the tawdry
waterfront, there were shanty-boats, where people lived in rent-free, tax-free ease.  Perhaps they did a lick of work now and
then, or perhaps there was a still or two in those crowded kitchens, but life could make few demands there.  Some of the
boats were wretched and tumble-down, some were painted blue or yellow, most of them had fantastic our-riggers and sec-
ond-thought lofts and lean-tos tacked on somewhere or other.  Some had potted plants on the window-sills and washing
hung on top of the roofs, but in nearly all of them as we chugged by, there were faces at the windows.   So we passed on
away from the city and down into the unknown marshland below."

Quite a different scene from the ship-shape Lower Harbor of the SPYC today, but we can hope that some of the free-wheel-
ing spirit of that time must remain. 

Contributed by History Committee member Terry Williams. 

To: Army Corp s of Engineers
From: S t. Paul Yacht Club

Re: Appears harbor needs dredging...

E-mail! E-mail! E-mail!
Below are the new e-mail addresses, please start using these immediately:
roger@spyc-mn.org  E-mail for Roger Anderson specifically.
office@spyc-mn.org  Main e-mail for general marina use.
Our existing website, http://stpaulyachtclub.org is still functional and current though it will be changing in the near future. While we are not
changing any phone numbers, there may be a some temporary disruption in the phone service while the other changes are taking place. I've
learned to expect that no matter how well thought out and planed for, these technological updates frequently run into unforeseen problems. Here
are some alternate contacts that you may want to keep in mind: 
Alternate e-mail: Roger.D.Anderson@comcast.netAlternate phone: 651-747-6068

September 24th, cruise leaves at 8:30 a.m. 
Call Wanda Pichelman at 651-773-5881for reservations!

SPYC Cruise to
Treasure Island!

FOR SALE WITH SLIP AND NEW COVER.
35 FT CHRISCRAFT SEASKIFF

OWNERS SINCE 1967-40 YEARS, FRANK & JULIA KLINE 763-557-6811.
CHRISCRAFTSEASKIFF # 35226 1958 35 FOOT,11.5  BEAM. TWIN GAS ENGINES,
CHRYSLER HEMI V8s, MODELM45-3, 345 CI, 225 HPEA SLEEPS SIX, ELECTRIC
KITCHEN, REFRIG, HEAD. $21,000 WITH COVER AND SLIP. OPEN TO OFFERS.

Winter Storage
Thank you for a safe and successful summer!Billing for 2008 winter storage was sent the week of September 1st, invoic-
es are due October 15th, 2008. Pullout and blocking will commence September 3rd and run through October 24th. ALL
BOATS TO BE PULLED MUST BE OUT BY OCTOBER 24TH. You must call to schedule your pullout date, we don't
schedule boats to be pulled without your authorization. Please call us as soon as possible. We greatly appreciate (and need)
your winter storage business, however if you don't intend to winter store with us please call 651-292-8964 and let us know.


