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Winter Storage Bills Sent Friday, September 1st SPYC Office
Labor Day Steak Fry Monday, September 4th at 4:00 p.m. On the General
General Meeting Tuesday, September 12th at 7:30 p.m. On the General
Board Meeting Monday, September 25th at 7:00 p.m. On the General
General Meeting Tuesday, October 10th at 7:30 p.m. On the General
Last day of Winter Pullout Friday, October 20th SPYC Boatyard
Board Meeting Monday, October 23rd at 7:00 p.m. On the General
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ANCHOR & LINE
The Saint Paul Yacht Club was founded in 1912 as the Saint Paul Motor Boat Club for the purpose of fostering a greater interest in
motor boating and the Mississippi River.  In 1934 the club adopted its present name, S.P.Y.C., and continues more than 90 years of
service to its members and the community.

St.PaulYachtClub
Dedicated to safe and affordable boating through cooperative efforts...

FOUNDED 1912

100 Yacht Club Rd. B-1, St. Paul, MN 55107

yes...it has been kind of a dry summer ...



- Commodore’ s Repor t -

BOATING IN PERU

FRANK KLINE, Past
Commodore of the SPYC will
be the guest speaker at  the
September 12 General meeting.
Frank and his wife Julia spend
Six months living in Peru where
they have experience numerous
boating adventures. Join us at
7:30 on the General for an
evening of colorful  and exciting
videos and story telling.

Hello, fellow boaters!

With just two months of our boating season remaining I’m thinking of which boat trips
we’ll take before the Corsair is pulled for the winter.  This will be the first time in the
last 24 years that we won’t be putting up the shed around the boat, so we’ll be able to
stay in the water a little later into October and enjoy the fall colors along the rivers.  It’s
such a nice time of the year to boat, especially up above the Ford Lock & Dam where
you look at the banks along the Mississippi and hardly realize that you’re passing by a
heavily populated area of a major city.  I hope you get a chance to go out and enjoy the
time ahead, regardless of what section of the river system you’re traveling.

The most important part of our boating plans focuses again this month on SAFETY.
Within the past 10 days one of our fellow SPYC boaters had the awful experience of
having his family’s boat explode shortly after leaving our gas dock, become thoroughly
engulfed in fire and eventually burn down to the waterline.  Thankfully, all four passen-
gers made it off the boat without serious injuries and were rescued by other boaters.  It’s
possible a gas leak caused this fire.  I urge you to:

Check your gas line connections, gas tank/engine compartment and sniff for fumes or
look for any indication of leaking gas on your boat every single time you’re on your
boat and certainly before starting the engines.  Open the engine compartment and allow
air in and/or run your blower (if you have one) before trying to start your engine(s).  

If you have any indication of a gas leak, contact someone immediately to assess the
problem.  If repairs are necessary, immediately take steps to safeguard not only your
vessel but also other boats/docks, etc. around you.   

If you haven’t done so already this season, contact one of our many Coast Guard
Auxiliary members in the Club and schedule a Vessel Safety Check of your boat.  This is
a FREE service and is essential for your safety, the safety of your fellow boaters, and
the Club’s assets.   This safety check is required of all SPYC boaters.  We’ve been trust-
ing boaters to have an annual check done on their own.  But, things can go wrong even
after a safety inspection, so stay alert. 

When using your boat make sure you and all your guests have life jackets on or readily
available and know how to quickly get them on securely, just in case! 

On to happier topics:

Our thanks to fellow SPYC boater and internationally renowned explorer Will Steger for
the terrific program he presented for us on the General at our August monthly meeting.
Everyone thoroughly enjoyed Will’ s talk, his slide slow of his many expeditions, and the
insights he shared with us about the multiple negative impacts of global warming.  It’s
inspiring to listen to and learn from someone with such passion for what he loves doing
in life and to hear about his upcoming expedition.  If you missed the August meeting
and want to learn more about how to help support the programs Will is dedicated to,
you can contact him directly at www.willsteger.com.   

I look forward to seeing you all at our annual Labor Day Steak Fry on Monday,
September 4.  Check for details in this issue of the A&L.

Also, the next general membership meeting is on Tuesday, September 12  at 7:30 P.M.
(7:00 P.M. for refreshments.)   

Hope to see you on the docks and out on the River.  Have a great, safe boating month.

Lee

As I was sitting by the fire under the stars with the Tricia IV
nosed up on the beach, I was thinking of the boat fire I had
witnessed earlier in the day and was feeling very fortunate it
was not me or my boat. I’m sure most of you already know
the River Rose caught fire leaving our gas dock on 8/19 and
was completely destroyed. No lives were lost, but once
again the club has its black mark on the safety record for the
year. We have had serious incidents every year for the last
four years. Please read the paragraph below and take
action. Let’s get a jump on next years safety record and see
if the club can get through a year without any sort of an inci-
dent.  Thank you, in advance from a concerned boater.    

Vessel Safety Checks – Very few boats (20%) have turned in
proof to the office that there boat has had and passed the
basic safety check. The club is requiring that each boat have
a current survey, or a safety inspection performed by either
the coastguard auxiliary (free) or staff (charge) and proof
that the boat meets minimum requirements of Fire
Extinguishers, Ventilation, Backfire Flame Control (if applica-
ble), Marine Sanitation Devises (No discharge of untreated
waste possible), Overall Vessel condition: Clean bilge, elec-
trical system, fuel system, No automotive parts. Please get
these in to the office if you have not done so yet.

Pull out – Boats will start coming out this month. Schedule
your pull now. Remember that everyone can't be the last one
out of the water. Pick a date and call the office now.

Also remember to:

*REMOVE ALL VALUABLES IMMEDIATELY AFTER HAUL
OUT – Don’t delay the removal of items you want to protect
from
pilferage. Boats are most vulnerable during the first few days
on land. .Bicycle Thieves. and others are aware that the

opportunity to steal and do damage is the greatest while vul-
nerable property is waiting to be removed or otherwise
secured.

*LEAVE LOCKABLE DOORS AND CABINETS OPEN -
Locking mechanisms on boats are typically weak. The deter-
mined thief will do more damage breaking into locked areas
than the actual take is worth. Likewise, keep shades and
curtains open to minimize temptation.

*STORE LADDERS OUT OF SIGHT - Keeping ladders
chained and out of sight is an elementary security precau-
tion. If you leave an unsecured ladder lying near your boat,
you are inviting trespassers to board not only your boat, but
any other boat near by. SPYC staff will remove any unse-
cured ladders lying around the yard.

*KEEP SPYC OFFICE INFORMED - If you work on your
stored boat during work hours, stop by the office. It’s useful
to keep staff informed of all yard activity during the relatively
dormant winter season.

*MAKE A ROUND THROUGH THE YARD - The police do
patrol, but we can complement their efforts. If you happen to
be in the vicinity, drive through the yard and report anything
suspicious. A random drive-through goes a long way toward
deterring criminal activity. One year high school kids found
jewelry on a boat and proceeded to pilfer several others. If
you fail to take these precautions, it is not only your boat at
risk of being boarded but all the ones around you. Please be
vigilant!

Security – There have been a few more vehicles broken into
in the lower harbor, also a few along the road in the upper
harbor. Please be sure to keep valuables out of sight to
avoid temptation. Also, report incidents to the police so there
is a record that could result in more patrols in the area.

With that said…let’s go boating!

- U69 Scuttlebutt - 

Labor Day Steak Fry
on the General!

Join us from 4-7:30 p.m. for the annual
Labor Day Steak Fry. This year we feature
tender Butter Knife steaks, grilled to perfec-
tion with all the fixin’s. $11.00 per plate. Call
Wanda at 651-773-5881 for more informa-

tion, or to help out.Welcome Aboard!



1985 Bayliner2450 24’
V8 power, Volvo I/O. Decent shape, seized by SPYC for back slip fees. Slip avail-

able for 2006 season.  $6,000  Call 651-292-8964

Carver Santego Model 3067  LOA35’
T/260hp Merc I/Os, Low Hours, New Batteries, Air/Heat, Generator, Stereo
and Marine Radio. Halogen System. Sleeps Five, Full Galley w/Microwave,
Large Head w/shower, Slide-out Bar. Radar Arch & Full Bridge Enclosure
(like new) plus Custom Canvas on Lower Deck. Very Clean & Fast (40mph).
$39,500 - Contact Bill “W oody” Woodruff 651-336-8657
wewoodruff@comcast.net 

1999 Monterey 276 Cruiser
Price: $ 41,500 Includes 2-Axle Custom Trailer Overall Length
29'0"  Beam 9'6" Twin Mercruiser 4.3L190 hp. H & C Water ,
Head , Shower, Camper Canvas, Travel cover, Refrigerator,
Stove , Microwave, Coffee Maker, VHF, Depthfinder, GPS, Fuel
Flow Meter, Trim Tabs, Stereo/CD, W/S Wiper, Search Light
Contact: Dirk   763/574-2233

“Anna Marie” 
1992 Thompson Adventurer 2900

Twin 5.7 mercruisers, AC, Low hours, $26,900
Bill & Mary Pat Gibbs, 763-525-1485

Fine Interior Woodworking & CabinetryClassic fiberglass 1965 28' Uniflight Cruiserwith twin 120 hp
Mercruisers.Hardtop, full camper covers,full size head and galley.

Sleeps six,with convertible dinette,bunk beds and enclosed 
v-berth.Mahogany interior. Lots of updates including newer Alpha
drives this year.

Call Dave at 612-670-4859 or 651-487-4138.Asking $8000 
for ÒLoggerhead.ÓAlso included: custom trailer.

Fine Interior Woodworking & Cabinetry1969 classic 16' Owensrunaboutwith 1976 85 hp Mercury
outboard motor complete with Shorelander trailer. Motor has not
been started for 2 years but was a good running re-built in 2000
and used little since then.Transom has rip in fiberglass and needs
some repair. Cool boat needs a little TLC!

Call Dave at 612-670-4859 or 651-487-4138.Asking $1450.

For Sale
1981 Bayliner Victoria 27’Cruiser. 260 Mercruiser V8,
stove, bath w/shower, fridge, dinette, professionally
reupholstered. VERY GOOD CONDITION! $6000. 760-
898-8332 or 612-703-1702

42’ Carlcraft Houseboat
1972 42’Carlcraft, twin 220 hp Crusaders, interior newly renovat-
ed, updated helm with new gauges & GPS unit. Large head with
bath/shower/flushing toilet, new AC, full galley with new refrig,
bedroom with queen size Select Comfort bed & built in dresser.
Have your summer cabin in the city. Comes with slip rights at
SPYC. $32,500 call Bob & Sheri Schmidt at 651-747-6654

 

1991 Skipperliner630
LOA: 63 ft. Beam:14 ft. Propulsion: Twin 230 H.P. Mercruisers w/ Alpha I stern-
drives Generator: 9.0 kWWesterbeke  HVAC: 32,000 BTU Cruisair Natural Gas
Furnace.  Equipment: Commander flybridge w/ dual controls, yacht interior pack-
age, retractable bow boarding ramp, yacht style deck house module, extended
deckhouse / aft arch, 250 gallon fuel capacity, full canvas - fore/aft/bridge decks,
double Bimini top system, water vehicle hoist w/ power winch, (4) private state-
rooms, sun screen - fore and aft decks, dual 30 amp shorepower outlets, (2) man-
ual anchor winch systems, spiral staircase w/ hinged moon roof. (2) Norcold
Gas/Electric refrigerators, Washer/Dryer. Year round Live aboard, guaranteed slip. 

Sale Price:$180,000 Call Mike Radford at 651-335-9827

For Sale: 1996 alumicraft 14 ft. with oars, 1954 Johnson 10 hp, trailer  Contact Jim Palmer UH-43, 763-
420-8671, 612-867-9585, jpalmer420@comcast.net

For Sale -- GREAT BEGINNER HOUSE BOAT

1969 Boatel 35 ft.  Single 250 hp, 327 cu in Mercruiser engine w/ outdrive -- about
150 hrs since rebuilt 4 years ago. No leaks. Runs well. Marine radio. New depthfind-
er. Original 8-track player! Onan generator as is. Full galley. Working head. Cozy
cabin. Needs cosmetic & other work (do-it-yourself can do most.) Upper Harbor
SPYC slip rights. Asking $6,500. Neal (612)
868-5578

Boat Remodeling
Fine Interior Woodworking & Cabinetry

Detailed Craftsmanship by Dave McKusick

612¥670¥4859
dave@crescentdesign.net

crescentdesign.net  
Licensed & Insured #20445972

City Slipper, 47’ Gordy Miller Houseboat

Well set up as a seasonal liveaboard. Washer/dryer, new roof, AC,
single Mercrusier engine. Slip available in the SPYC lower har-
bor. $36,000 call Jack or Dottie Merwin at 651-229-0013



Meeting Minutes
St. Paul Yacht Club Board Meeting of July 24, 2006

Present: Bob Draine, Keith Holm, Gordy Mergens, Greg
DenBleyker, Jim McGowan, Liz Garland, Lee Pfeilsticker.
Staff: Roger Anderson, Pat Michaud. Guests: Ron Hilson,
Jim Johnson, Mark Mosby.

Meeting called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Commodore Lee
Pfeilsticker. 

Reading of minutes , moved to accept minutes by Greg
DenBleyker, second by Gordy Mergens. Motion passed.

Guest Ron Hilson gave a report on the upcoming Treasure
Island Sail-A-Way. 30 boats are attending and we turned 5
slips back to be rented out. Everyone felt this was a good
attendance given the price of fuel and the very hot weather
forecasted.

Guest Jim Johnson , speaking for clubhouse committee
chair Jerry Quall brought forth the following two motions:

Motion was made by the Floating Clubhouse Committee
that recommends that the St Paul Yacht Club applies for the
currently open position for a boathouse/non-moving boat
under the existing harbor permit held be the City of St Paul.
This permit would apply to our floating Clubhouse, currently
known as the "General", and to any future floating clubhouse
that may replace the "General." 

Discussion, including our attorney's opinion that we may be
"grandfathered" in and not need to have a permit. Vote
called, motion p assed . As the City contact, Lee will begin
the process of requesting modification of the permit as out-
lined in the motion.

Motion was made by the Floating Clubhouse Committee for
the St Paul Yacht Club to halt negotiations and/or investiga-
tion of the "River Maiden" as a replacement for the Club's
current clubhouse, the "General."

Much discussion of motion. It was put forth from all factions
of the clubhouse committee that the "River Maiden" did not
represent enough of an advantage over our existing club-
house to warrant the investment, especially if viewed in light
of it being a relatively temporary solution. There was also
discussion of what work would need to be done, versus what
he same amount of effort might get us if applied to the
General. Further discussion about defining what the intend-
ed purpose of the clubhouse should be, and therefore being
able to judge how well any given proposal meets those crite-
ria. Vote called, motion p assed.

Further discussion resulted in a motion being brought forth
to prepare a comprehensive plan for the refurbishment and
maintenance of the General, seconded by Keith Holm.
Amended to assign the planning to be done by the opera-
tions committee, chaired by Gordy Mergens. Vote called,
motion p assed.

Staff Report s:

Roger Anderson submitted a written report as included. No
additions or discussion.

Pat Michaud reviewed the yard activities including general
maintenance, deck board replacement, etc. Pat is in discus-
sion with Mincorr Industries on some problems that have
developed with the construction of the Dahlgren docks that
will probably result in a monetary settlement from Mincorr to
offset ongoing minor repairs. The water level has been well
down. The city will be bringing in some gravel to try and fill
some of the holes in the boatyard lot and level it out. Pat is
also exploring the best way to stop the erosion problem by
the first entrance gate in the upper harbor. We may put down
special fabric and seed to try and encourage plants to hold
the soil in place. Taste of Minnesota was briefly reviewed
and staff was instructed to write a letter outlining our main
concerns including the parking shuttles and rap music in the
lower harbor.

Treasurer's report : Keith Holm presented the treasurer's
report (attached)  which was approved. Speaking for the
finance committee Keith brought forth a revised version of
the SPYC Credit Policy (attached) for board approval. After
brief discussion, a motion to accept the new credit policy
was passed. Staff was instructed to send a copy of the new
policy with the winter storage bills. Next meeting of Finance
Committee is scheduled for August 4th to start work on next
year's budget.

Operations Committee : Gordy Mergens brought forth a
motion from the committee to move forward on securing per-
mission from the Parks Department to build a separate tran-
sient dock area by October 2006. Vote called, motion
passed. As the City contact, Lee will begin the process of
securing the needed approvals.

Social/Membership: Jim McGowan reviewed the previous
general meeting at which Hokan Miller gave a presentation
on sharing the river with barge traffic. The meeting was well
received. Will Steger has rescheduled for the August general
meeting. It was suggested that our councilman Dave Thune
be invited to an upcoming general meeting. Jim is working
on a "membership drive" and will have a report by the next
board meeting. 

Commodore's report : Lee stated that we are still pursuing
re-imbursement on the dredging expenses. Our attorney has
forwarded a "last chance" letter along with the dredging
invoice to the City, the result of which will most likely be a
final written response refusing to accept any responsibility. It
is felt that this final step was needed before we moved to
legal action. 

Motion made to adjourn, 8:40 pm.

Respectfully submitted by Roger Anderson in lieu of
Secretary Dennis Sando 

Boat Fire - Explosion

Four people jumped into the Mississippi River when their boat
exploded Saturday evening. It happened around 6:30 p.m. under
the High Bridge, not far from Harriet Island. The boat was engulfed
in flames within minutes, fueled by a full tank of gas. Jim Donahue
and his daughter, Becky, were fishing on the Mississippi when
they saw the nearby boat that caught fire. Donahue saw the 4
people on board jump off and rushed to save the victims from the
water

"It was totally engulfed in about 2 minutes, so they barely had time
to grab their life jackets and jump overboard," Donahue said.

By the time firefighters got to the scene, the cabin cruiser was
engulfed and had been destroyed. It took firefighters about 90
minutes to put out the blaze. 

"You've got a fiberglass boat, you've got a lot of combustibles on
board the boat just themselves, not counting the fuel and then
you've got a 40 gallon gasoline tank," said Capt. David Ross, St.
Paul Fire Department.

The boaters were not seriously injured. The Saint Paul Fire
department is still investigating the exact cause of the explosion
but a fuel leak maybe to blame, officials say.

-St. Paul Pioneer Press

Winter Notes
Please call Pat Michaud at 651-292-8964 fora pullout date.All boats that are coming out of the harbors for
winter storage must be out by October 20th. If we don’t hear from you, we will be forced to choose a date to pull
you and there will be a charge to transport your boat to the well. Also, please lets us know ASAP if you DO
NOT intend to winter store with us.

If you have special needs for storing your boat, or if you want it more accessible for off season repairs, please
inform us of your requirements. Bear in mind that your placement this fall has a large effect on when you
need to be ready to go in next spring. Boats that hold up launch next spring will be moved at a cost to the
owner

Please have your boat ready before you move to the well for pull out. Pump out sewage holding tanks and fill
gas tanks before your pull out date. It’s too late once your boat is in the well or up on land!

We do not schedule orprovide winterizing services.Please contact an insured service provider to winterize
your boat. It is recommended that your boat be winterized as quickly as possible after pullout. Marine engines
and transmissions can be damaged overnight by freezing. The unpredictable nature of fall weather can be danger-
ous! 


