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Winter storage bills sent Tuesday, September 1st SPYC Office
Labor Day Chicken Feed Monday, September 7th On the General
Ride with the Manager Saturday, September 12th Meet at Office
General membership meeting Tuesday, September 15th at 7:30 p.m. On the General
TGIF/Rib Contest Friday, September 18th at 6 p.m. On the General
Board Meeting Monday, September 28th at 7:00 p.m. SPYC Office
Winter storage due Thursday, October 15th SPYC Office
Last day of Pullout Friday, October 23rd. SPYC Boatyard
Board Meeting Monday, October 26th at 7:00 p.m. SPYC Office
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ANCHOR & LINE
The Saint Paul Yacht Club was founded in 1912 as the Saint Paul Motor Boat Club for the purpose of fostering a greater interest in
motor boating and the Mississippi River.  In 1934 the club adopted its present name, S.P.Y.C., and continues more than 90 years of
service to its members and the community.

St.PaulYachtClub
Dedicated to safe and affordable boating through cooperative efforts...

FOUNDED 1912

100 Yacht Club Rd. B-1, St. Paul, MN 55107

Anchor & Line
S.P.Y.C.
100 Yacht Club Road, B1
Saint Paul  MN 55107
651-292-8964

Please submit articles, stories, photos,
etc. to the Editor, S.P.Y.C., 100 Yacht
Club Road B-1 Saint Paul,  MN 55107
E-mail: Office@spyc-mn.org
Web:http://stpaulyachtclub.org

Deadline
Articles must be submitted by the 
25th of the month for publication the
following month. 

Roger Anderson, Editor

Freeboard?  Freeboard?
I don’t need no stinkin ’ freeboard...



- U69 Scuttlebutt - - Commodore’ s Repor t -

Now Hear This!

Welcome to the best part of summer, crisp
mornings, clear air, wonderful sunsets, and
an intensity to get in as many boating adven-
tures as possible before....well before, boat-
ing becomes impossible.  This is also the
time to begin planning for the eventual pull-
out, so think about your schedule even if it's
painful.  In the boat yard our equipment is
being inspected and reconditioned to insure
safe and efficient operation, and there is a
flurry of last minute maintenance issues to
be completed. 

At this time of year our staff and operations
group, headed by Rear Commodore Gordy
Mergens, starts looking ahead to what
improvements we might make next year,
while the SPYC board starts our budgeting
and capital improvements process.  We are
also finalizing our goals and objectives in
the form of a five year plan directed by Vice
Commodore MJ Babcock.  This cycle
repeats itself each year as we dream up new
operational ideas informed by our tried and
true practices over the years.  

Dredging continues to be a concern and we
will be meeting with the city parks depart-
ment in September to review the Corps of
Engineers sediment report and to also open
discussions about an extension of our lease. 

Miss Bonnie and I will be in Farley Mowat
country (Nova Scotia) next week, for her
birthday, so we will miss the Labor Day
party....we wish you all a good time and
we'll see you at the general meeting on
Tuesday, September 15th. 

As you were. 

Peter Kramer, Commodore SPYC

September! It’ s September already! Summer boaters have
about six weeks left. Liveaboards have longer, but should
start getting ready for the cooler, colder, coldest weather.

SPYC, count your blessings, we are in good shape –
Last year Willie’s went under, earlier this year we heard
Kings cove was 40% empty and now River Heights Marina
in Inver Grove Heights filed Chap. 1. I’d like to thank every-
one in this club, the board, and management for doing what-
ever you do to make this marina and club what it is. At this
time we are in good shape and with your continued help,
should be for a long time to come. Thank you all.          

Schedule your pull – We have about six weeks left of the
summer season, so it is time to start thinking about when
you are coming out of the water. The sooner you schedule
the more flexibility you will have. Everyone can’t come out
the last day.  Call the office. 

Vessel Safety Checks – We are down to 67 people who
have not sent their paperwork to the office yet. If you are one
of them, you need to get it in immediately. We will have
100% participation this year.  

Security – Three bicycles where stolen off a transient boat
in the lower harbor. No one is sure how this happened. If
you have information please call the office. 

Safety - People seem to be having trouble with cleats this
season. Not tying to them but tripping on them. If you have a
cleat that you do not use(center of the finger) and you are
tripping on it, call the office and have it removed.

Paint away - We will not have a designated day to gather
for this. If you have some time you would like to contribute,
see Roger in the office.    

Water- As mentioned last month, the op’s committee dis-
cussed metering water usage. Meters would be cost prohibi-
tive. Please conserve water in every way you can. If you see
someone wasting water, remind them that it is not only a
precious resource but we all share in the expense.  We can
do better.  

With that said…Let s go boating!

Gordy



FOR SALE
1979 Carver Santa Cruz, 28.5'
One of the cleanest boats in our
harbor. Flybridge, Mercruiser
454cu.in. I/O, Low Hours, Galley,
Microwave, Head w/Shower,
CD/AM/FM, 2 VHF, Depthfinder,
Canvas and all the usual stuff a
nice boat would come with! Large
aft deck for entertaining or fish-
ing. $12,000 Call Don
Christianson 651-484-2529

Ahoy! Fellow Boaters
GREETINGS FELLOWYACHT CLUB MEMBERS !!

LOOKS LIKE WE'RE MOVING IN TO THE FALL QUICKLY, THE FAIR IS ON
AND  THE ANNUAL LABOR DAY CHICKEN FEED IS HERE MONDAY
SEPTEMBER 7TH FROM 3 TO 7 PM . PLEASE PLAN ON ATTENDING
AND SHOWYOUR SUPPORT FOR THE CLUB! WE'LL BE
PUTTING OUTA GIANT OF A SPREAD ALL FOR $10.00 AND
YOUR GONNANEED A DOGGIE BAG!!!

AT THE NEXT GENERALMEMBERSHIPMEETING THE SOCIAL
CLUB IS SERVING WHITE CASTLE HAMBURGERS, THAT'S ON
SEPT. 15TH. GETTHERE EARLY - QUANTITY WILL BE LIMITED!!

NEXT MOVIE NIGHT IS THURSDAY SEPT17TH AT SUNDOWN, NOT
SURE WHAT THE CHOICE IS BUTIT WILL BE A HIT OUTDOORS OR
INSIDE , DEPENDING ON THE WEATHER.

AND HERE IT COMES - -THE BIG RIB CONTESTWE'VE BEEN TALKING
ABOUT WILL BE ON SEPT18TH ON A FRIDAY ITS A T.G.I.F. EACH COM-
PETITOR WILL SERVE THEIR OWN STYLE RIBS AND YOU ALL GET TO
BE THE JUDGE!! ALSO IS A POTLUCK, SO BRING A LITTLE SOME THING TO SHARE.

NEXT SAIL AWAY RAFTING PARTY TO 826 IS THE SAME WEEKEND SEPT19 & 20TH LASTONE OF
THE YEAR. 

AND, FOOTBALL FANS, WE'RE DOING A MONDAY NIGHT VIKES VS. PACKERS  OCT5TH ON THE
BIG SCREEN!

SO LISTEN TO THE MESSAGES THERE WILL BE MORE STUFF TO COME  FOR THE NEXT TWO
MONTHS. SEE YOU AT THE CHICKEN FEED!

~the Continental ~

*Woodwork     *Fiberglass
*Electric           *Plumbing

*Remodeling or New

Call Denny Penman 
651-459-9706

Summer (or Fall) Projects!

From the Management...

You should be calling me in the very near futur e with your pull out date request if you have not already done so.Be aware that not
everyone can go until the last week and the people that call sooner have a wider choice of dates. We’ll have a lot of boats (many of them
large) this year and we have to get our yard well organized and use the space efficiently. If I don’t hear fr om you by September15th, I
will have to start assigning dates.

Unless you do the winterization yourself, I would recommend that you get yourcontractor lined up for winterizing engines, water
systems, shrink wrap, etc. Remember, WE DO NOTschedule or coordinate that process.

I’ll say it again, if you have had a trailer stored here, please come and pay forit. I will be deflating the tires on every trailer that I
don’t recognize very soon, and there are many of them.

I’m sure you are aware we had plans to dredge the upper harbor mouth and well this season. We’ve had a couple factors change those
plans and we will be delaying that until next spring.The particularly wet, cool August has raised the water levels considerably and
scheduling problems with the dredging contractors and disposal site have made the window of opportunity to get this done less than opti-
mal. We would essentially be dredging the area only to have it fill in again over the winter. The project will cost us almost $30,000 and I
prefer to do it in the Spring when we would derive the greatest benefit over the season. 

The wifi system is forthe most part up and running. We will continue to fine tune and maximize the coverage and speed. Let me
know how the system is working at your particular location. The Upper Harbor and Dahlgren Dock are also either wired or in the process
of being wired for full cable service. If you want to inquire on service call Rene Kremer at 651-248-3180.

Note on the gas dock schedule- After Labor Day, we will be dropping the Friday evening hours and scaling back Saturdays to 10 am to
6 pm and Sundays 12 pm to 5 pm. Please thank the attendants when you see them, we’ve had a good incident free year and our gas sales
are up 15% over last year. 

Ride with the Manager...If you’re a cycle rider, join me for an early fall ride down Wisconsin 35
to Bay City (or thereabouts) on Saturday, September 12th. Meet at the SPYC Office at 10 am. 

Last thing I’ll say is a thanks to everyone.From my view, it’s been a real good year here all the
‘way round. We have 3 open slips and I already have commitments on them for next year. I antic-
ipate that we’ll be pretty close to  (if not at) capacity next year - possibly even with a waiting list.
We have money in the bank, the bills are paid. Budget decisions are of course up to the board,
but I am going to recommend that we hold the lid on fee increases again for the third year run-
ning. 

Roger



RAFTING ON THE RIVER   
By Joel V anderWaal

What's a raft off
event at the SPYC
all about?  Being
newbie's to the
SPYC, we cruised
our "WaterMusic"
down to mile marker 826 on August 26 to check it out.  We found this to be a fun filled event and
another way to enjoy the company of others who like boating.

Any reason for a cruise down the River is worthwhile and it's especially beautiful passing the sand-
stone river bluffs just north of the raft-off anchorage.  Water was high enough for us to ask the Pigs
Eye RR Bridge for a swing, and our ETE was only two hours.  The picturesque anchorage for the
SPYC fleet is on a bay east of the channel, protected by a small island.  You approach it from the

south.

Ron Hilson of "Bar-ron" answered our call on VHF channel
16 and gave us directions on channel 68.  He and his wife
Barb have been the gracious hosts for these raft-offs this
summer.  As the unofficial "flotilla Commander", Ron's for-
mer Navy background is apparent.  He and Barb personal-
ly great each boat and assist with lines and fenders to
carefully protect each hull.  Ron tries to match hull sizes
so a smaller vessel does not get tied up in a "canyon"
between large ones.  You can see from the pictures that
the vessels actually are organized.  I had to leave early, so
Ron even kept my plans in mind in placing "WaterMusic"

in the raft-off.

After tying up, my wife Debby and I
enjoyed the fellowship of fellow
boaters as they stopped by to visit
and invited us over to their boats.
We enjoyed great camaraderie as
we spent time with on various boats
sharing stories and fun.  The picture
shows (right to left) Debby with
Roger and Melanie of "M & R's
Waterhouse", Commander Ron of
the "Barron", Becky and Skip of
"Skip to My Lou" on the top deck of
"M & R's Waterhouse".

 

 

 

 

Daytime activities also included swimming and floating with noodles.  Evening festivities included a sing
along complete with guitars. On Friday night, "Corsair" hosted Roger Anderson and yours truly on guitar
playing everything from folk to bluegrass.  On the beach, cruisers enjoyed a bonfire.
Some of the SPYC members and their boats participating on Friday night were:  Gary and Diane of
"Lady Diane", Roger and Melanie of "M & R's Waterhouse", Roger of "10 minutes of Peace", Brian &

Diane of "Corsair", Wally & Jean of
"MapaTeet II", Richard & Sidney of
"Sophia", Roger and Christine of "No
Name Trojan", Doug and Candy of "Yer
Fault", the "Barron", "WaterMusic", and
our friendly social chairman Tom.
There were also some members who
beached their boats on the nearby
island for the weekend.  (I apologize for
not getting their names nor the
Saturday night additions here.)

Thanks for being great hosts, Ron and
Barb, and all who participated!
If you haven't attended a tie-off yet, you
have one more chance on Sept 18-20.
The SPYC is a great place to be and
the events are well done!  Please
come, even if you can only visit for a
short stay…. You'll be glad you did!


