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Movie Nite

Last Vekend of gas Dock*
Winter storage due

TGIF Potluck

Monster Movie Nite

Last day of Pullout

Board Meeting

Halloween Paty

Sart of winter season

*Note: This is the last stafed weekend at the gas dock, howevegas will still be available by appointment (including weekends) tlmugh

November 1st.

Monday October 5th at 7:00 p.m.
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Sunday October 1th

Thursday October 15th
Friday, October 16th at 7:00 p.m.
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Monday October 26th at 7:00 p.m.
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Sunday November 1st.
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- U69 Scuttlebutt -

The weather has turned and the

yelled and ranThe kid ran and

summer boats are starting to head tumped.The bike was saved. Good
their winter homes on land. $tbeen work Marc.

a great summer for the SPYC. Our

marina was fullWe had great
events that where well attended.

Safety- If you missed the
September general meeting, Jim

Good water levels so we didmieed Johnson had the components to his

to dredgeWe had decent weather

security system that he plans to have

for boating. Patty and | plan to haveinstalled on his boat for the winter

a few more nights on the river
before Seelevel gets put away for

storage season. Here is the link to
the system he bought.

the season. Hope everyone enjoyed

themselves and is ready to hit it
again after a short break.

Pay your bill - There is $30,000 in
past due bills from the summewe

http://flagshipsentrgom/basi
calarm.html

Editorial - As you can see from the
pictures, the fire at River Grove

have done well financially this year Marina was badWe could say
but we are still a marina, not a bank'Glad it didn't happen herebBut in a

We cant let this slide. Please get
any past due money to theioég.
Thank you.

Schedule yourpull — If you have
not done so, you need to do this
now. Call the ofice.

Vessel Safety Checks We are
down to 60 people who have not
sent their paperwork to thefiae
yet. If you are one of them, you
need to get it in immediatelWe
will have 100% participation this
year

A safety check will not insure that
what happened at River Grove
Marina will not happen here, but
issues have been caught in these

inspections that could lead to a-dis

aster like this. Please get this in if
you have not already done so.

Security — An attempted theft of a

bicycle was diverted by Marc Denn

of the Dahlgren docks. He wit

way it did. Eric Cobls Gibson was
bought from the club through a
sherif sale three years ago. He was
next to therricia 1V in the boat yard
the first spring he had it. | watched
him gut and remodel it. He tookfof
weeks of work so he could get it in
the water that first year (the wife
was not happy with him). | don’
think an insurance check is going to
make up for the hard work and
replace the pride he had in that boat.

DannyTodora, owner of ‘Fat Boy
Expressand another of his neigh
bors where in our boat yard this past
June to have their steel hulls welded
and redone. Looks like they did a
good job, the hulls where still float
ing after the fire.

Our boating community extends
beyond our three harbors, so this is
hard to take even though it wasn’
us this time.

The SPYC has tdred its help, in

nessed a kid try the gate and then whatever wayto the marina.

goes around ifThe kid grabbed one

of a few unlocked bikes that where

being stored on the platform just  With that said...Lets go boating!
inside the gate(please do not store

your things in common areas). MardGordy

- Commodore’ s Repor t -

Now hear this:

As we close down yet another
wonderful boating season,
let's be reminded of how fortu-
nate we have been not to
have experienced any serious
accidents this year.

The recent marine fire down
stream (see article and pho-
tos) is a reminder of the ever
present dangers that boating
presents.

That is why the SPYC has
rules and why we enforce
them (and why we require
USCG safety checks). That is
why we must all be careful
and use common sense on
and around our boats. That is
why we all need to be alert to
what is happening on the
boats around us. Not just on
the river, but also in the slips.

It is understood, and univer-
sally accepted, that boat cap-
tains must go to the aid of the
vessel in distress. Less
understood, but equally impor-
tant, is the rule that boat cap-
tains have a responsibility to
report hazardous conditions or
unsafe practices on the water
or in the harbor.

Please stay vigilant and we
will maintain our record of
safe boating.

As you were.

Peter Kramer, Commodore

St. Paul Yacht Club Board Meeting 07/27/09

Board Members present:

Commodore Vice Secretary | Treasurer Board Board Board Board Board Board Past
Comm Comm
Peter MJ Dennis Jerry Ralph Dave Jim Gordy Mark Tom
Kramer Babcock Sando Quaal DeLong | McCusik | Johnson | Mergens | Mosby | Marrone
PK MJ DS JQ RD DM JJ GM MM ™
X X X X X X X

Guests Present: Ron Hilson, Roger Anderson

The meeting was called to order at 7:03 PM.

There was no open forum.

The previous minutes were accepted as distributed.

The treasurer’s report was accepted as presented.

Operations — per report, and in addition;

Someone has perhaps been siphoning fuel from at least one boat in the upper harbor
VSCs are approximately 60% completed

We are down to 7 open slips

We may still schedule a paint-away in September

The gas dock gate should be kept locked for security reasons

Social — there were 16 boats at the get-together at 826, the next one will be Aug 2b-28, al
826

We will celebrate National Marina Day and Irish Fest, including a dimgbg (that is, small
boats, not silly people — well, maybe they are silly anyway.)

There will be another movie night Aug. 20

Marketing — information packets have been mailed out, more must be put together

Clubhouse — the steel is here, and Rick is starting to weld the platform sections

There was a discussion regarding the number of meetings a board member snapdssill be
eligible for re-election for the following year. The Secretary t@aked with researching this.

Meeting adjourned at 8:04 PM. (Thanks, Peter, for the short but effective meeting.)
Respectfully submitted;

Dennis Sando, Secretary
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Greetings Fellow Yacht Club Membk

COLD IS A COMIN’ BUT THAT DOESN'T MEAN WE SLOW DOWN ON THE FUN HERE
ON HARRIET ISLAND. NOPE. NO WAY!
COMING UP ON
MONDAY NITE FOOTBALL
OCT. 5TH ----THE PACKERS AND THE VIKINGS DUEL IT OUT
THE BOARDED BATTLE IS HERE AT THE GENERAL
TAILGATING STARTS BEFORE THE GAME
WATCH THE ACTION ON THE BIG SCREEN
BRATS WITH KRAUT & CHIPS $2.00 BEER $1
OCT 8TH ----- MOVIE NITE !l THE FEATURE IS
"CUTTHROAT ISLAND" A ROUSING SWASHBUCKLER
STARTS AT DUSK FREE POPCORNI!!
OCT 16TH---T.G.I.LF. POT LUCK ON THE GENERAL GET TOGETHER
WITH SOME OLD FRIENDS AND MEET SOME NEW!!
ITS NATIONAL "BOSS" DAY SO WE'LL BE PLAYING
THE HITS OF BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN DURING THE NITE!
OCT22ND--- MONSTER MOVIE NIGHTIISTARTS AT 7PM
"GODZILLA FINAL WAR" THE BIG GUY IS BACK IN
THIS EPIC BATTLE TO SAVE MANKIND IN HIS USUAL
BIG WAY . STARWARS , MATRIX,CROUCHING TIGER
AND JAPANESE MINIATURE & QUALITY EFFECTSH!
OCT 31ST --- SATURDAY NITE ON THE GHOST SHIP GENERAL!!
COSTUME CONTEST , PUMPKIN CARVING CONTEST ,FUN
FOR ALL LIVE MUSIC WITH THE "JAMES BOYS BAND"

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE FOR ATTENDING THE RIB CONTEST (THX TO RICHARD AND FRAN WHO TURNED
OUT TO BE WORTHY COMPETITORS AT THE RIB CONTEST) AND THE CHICKEN FEED WAS A SMASHING
SUCCESS (GIANT CHICKENS WERE SERVED), WE CERTAINLY HAVE A GREAT MEMBERSHIP. THANKS ALSO
TO THE SOCIAL CLUB VOLUNTEERS WHO MAKE ALL THESE EVENTS HAPPEN!!

A SPECIAL NOTE OF MENTION- MY SYMPATHY TO DANNY DELUDE AND THE LOSS OF A VERY BELOVED

FELLOW BOATER. "MARDI" THE BORDER COLLIE WILL BE SORELY MISSED, HE WAS A JOYOUS PET AND
BROUGHT A LOT OF COMPANIONSHIP TO US ALL. BEST OF THE REST OF THE SEASON TO EVERYONE!!

~the Continental ~

FIRE!

There is nothing more devastating in a marina environment than a fire.
River Grove Marina at mile 826 had a serious fire on Saturday
September 26th - see the story from the Pioneer Press. below

It's important to realize that this can happen very quickly and consume
everything in its pathThe only thing that stopped this fire was the fact
that it happened on a series of end slips that wegellaisolated from

the rest of the marina.

How do we pevent a catastiphe like this her?

Safety Inspections- Safety inspections can turn up items like leaking
or mis-routed fuel lines, non-functional blowers, leaking fuel fill
hoses, missing flame arrestetc. THAT'S WHY WE REQUIRE
THEM!

No Fueling at Docks- The boat that initially went up in flames had
been fueled earlier in the day at the dadkat's against our rules.
When you fuel at our gas dock, even if ther@'problem, it will be
confined to the gas dock area and not take the entire harbor with it.

Proof of Insurance- We require each boat to be insured with a mini
mum liability of $300,00AND the SPYC named on the policy as an
additional insuredThis protects each boat owner from the liability of
any other boat owner and protects the marina itself from being sued by
any given boatemhich is really again protectingOU because this

marina is owned by its membership.

One gallon of gasoline, fully vaporized, has the explosive
equivalent of 14sticks of dynamite.

Well, it’ s the old yard dog here just to let you all know we will be taking great care when we put yar ships up on the dirt
and assure you your craft will be safe, so here’s a list of things that need to be done by all Captains and Crews to make it possible
for us to accomplish just that:

Leave boats UNLOCKED!! We need to inspect bilges and sometimes need to get inside.

All bimini tops down, as well as antennas, water hoses disconnected.

Decks cleared for chairs and coolers. Other stuff off the hatches inside and out, we will be inspecting ALL BOATS this year for
potential problems.

Lines ready to untie - NO RATS NESTS wound around cleats. Unsafe third world line will be taken away
and tossed!

Boat positioned forward in slip, we take ALL boats from the back .
Get all your possessions and valuables off your ship ASAP and wrapped ASAP for safety.
Ladders not locked up in the lot will be confiscated for beer ransom.

Your help on all these issues will be greatly appreciated, remember the longer and harder it is to handle
your boat the more it costs us all in wasted time.

THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT! YARD DOG

Fire claims four houseboat s in Inver Grove
Height s along Mississippi River
By Emily Gurnon egurnon@pioneerpress.com

Four houseboats were destroyed and another heavily damaged
by a fire today that started on one of the boats at the River
Grove Harbor in Inver Grove Heights.

No one was injured.

The incident began after one owner filled his boat with 40 gal-
lons of gasoline about 10:30 this morning, said Inver Grove
Heights Fire Chief Judy Thill. Sometime after 2 p.m., the owner
started one of the engines. He had trouble starting the second.

"Once he did get it started, he noticed flames coming from
some part of the boat," Thill said.

The fire quickly spread to four other boats whose slips were in
close proximity, she said.

One broke away and floated out into the Mississippi. It contin-
ued to smolder early this evening as fire crews doused the
remaining hot spots, Thill said.

About 30 to 35 firefighters responded from Inver Grove Heights.
Boats from St. Paul Park Fire, South Metro Fire and Flint Hills
Resources also came on the scene, Thill said.



Goodbye to Willie’s

| was recently down at what used to be called Willie’'s Hidden Harbor to look at some equipment (junk) and | took a minute to
walk around and take a few sad pictures of what was left of a once vibrant marina and restaurant/bar. Above left is looking
out toward the river (SW). You can see some of the fingers pointing up at wild angles as they became jammed on the spud
poles when the water came down this spring. Above right is looking almost due south from the gas dock. Notice Willie’s ex -
house up on the bluff overlooking the harbor.

What's left of the launch well (above) and the gas dock (right) in the back harbor. All the equipment has either been sold or
is in such bad shape that it's just scrap at this point. The gas pump is gone, although the tank is still there. The harbor is silt-
ed in to such an extent that | don’t think you could get a boat of any size back into this area. There are rumors floating
around that there is a possible buyer, however there would need to be a $1-1.5 million investment just to get it back to oper-
ational status. | don’t believe there will be a marina here again for many, many years - Roger.

*Woodwork *Fiberglass *Electric *Winterizing *Shrinkwrap
*Plumbing *Remodeling or New *Mechanical Repair
Call Denny Penman Call Dana Isaacs
651-459-9706 651-459-1003

I have fond memories of Willies; | used to play there in bands | was in well before | owned a boat in a marina. Most times

when you would come in the harbor, the first thing you would see would be the brown and yellow tug that is still tied up in

the corner, left picture. Picture on the right upper and left lower are stairways down to the docks, the overgrowth of weeds

everywhere is tremendous. Another two years and you might not even see the fingers and walkways - they'll be completely

covered. Lower right is the slowly crumbling bar/restaurant - once one of the few on the river in this area. FOR SALE

1979 Carver Santa Cruz, 28.5'
One of the cleanest boats in our
harbor. Flybridge, Mercruiser
454cu.in. 1/0, Low Hours, Galley,
Microwave, Head w/Shower,
CD/AM/FM, 2 VHF, Depthfinder,
Canvas and all the usual stuff a
nice boat would come with! Large
aft deck for entertaining or fish-
ing. $12,000 Call Don
Christianson 651-484-2529



