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The Saint Paul Yacht Club was founded in 1912 as the Saint Paul Motor Boat Club for the purpose of fostering a greater interest in
motor boating and the Mississippi River.  In 1934 the club adopted its present name, S.P.Y.C., and continues more than 90 years of
service to its members and the community.

St.PaulYachtClub
Dedicated to safe and affordable boating through cooperative efforts...

FOUNDED 1912

100 Yacht Club Rd. B-1, St. Paul, MN 55107



MY THANKS TO ALL WHO CAME TO OUR FIRSTANNUAL MEMBERSHIPAPPRECIATION GET-TOGETH-
ER. (My team did a super job preparing and serving 76 great dinners : Brats (delouses JULIE) Sauerkraut , Potatoes
Salad, Beans, and for all the (CHOCOLATE LOVERS) our chocolate fountain with mixed fruits. THANK YOU
SOCIAL COMMITTEE, FOR ALL YOUR  HELPIN MAKING THIS A GREAT AND FUN EVENING ON THE
“General”. Thank you LYNN GUNSTROM FOR ALL YOUR HARD WORK PUTTING TOGETHER HER
BI/MONTHLY BON-FIRE ON THE POINTFOR US TO ENJOY. 

-----IN MEMORIAM-----

Our condolences to Marge Apjones and family on the death of Bob. We all miss him deeply.  

Our condolences  to Mark Mosby and David Gatewood’s family on the death of theirfather and friend.

Our condolences to Pam Toborg and Steve Lindahl and family on the death of theirfather Robert. 

-----OUR GOOD THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS TO-----
Hospital stays:

Craig Gorton—Sept 25th Mercy Hospital,  Had an angioplasty w/stints .Our Best Wishes to Craig on a speedy recovery.
Howard Dahlgren ----Oct 22nd Abbott NW,  Home now after a 4 day stay and is doing better than expected.

-----SOCIAL EVENTS FOR NOV,  JAN,  MAY-----

NOVEMBER---18th    TURKEY ON THE GENERAL. This will be a sit down dinner. Please call me with your reservation (651-773-
5881) so we can plan our food prep. Thanks to all who signed up for roasting  the turkeys.  To make this a great dinner we will need
some potluck  side dishes. Mash potatoes and gravy will be provided .

JANUARY----13th HOLIDAY PARTY (GREAT WATER BREWING CO)

MAY --------------19th  COMMODORES BALL(UNIVERSITY CLUB DOWNTOWN) PENTHOUSE   ( SPYC 95th ANNIVERSARY)

Gatewood, David Gregory Died October 10 from complications of surgery for cardiac disease. Born 1939 in Stewartville, MN to
Mary Elizabeth Gregory & Ruel Gatewood, David was preceded in death by his parents, his first wife, Donna, and his children,
Todd and Jenna. He is survived by his brother Ruel and sister-in-law Doris Gatewood of Appleton, WI; his former wife, Laël
Gatewood of St. Paul; his daughter, Deirdre and son-in-law Mark Smith and their daughter Jasmine of Greenville, WI; and his long -
time friend, Lyn Lacy of Minneapolis. Trained with BA and MEd degrees in Education, Dave was an elementary school teacher for
32 years in south Minneapolis and proprietor of Station 17 Book Store in the same Powderhorn neighborhood. To help support
his family, he had also been an Army Sergeant at Fort Carson CO, a Fuller Brush salesman in southeast Minneapolis, and a
Minneapolis Park Board policeman at Lake Nokomis. Before and during retirement, he doted on his granddaughter, read vora -
ciously, collected Native American art, and enjoyed boating with the Coast Guard Auxiliary, traveling through the US, especially
to the Black Hills, target shooting with buddies at his southeastern rural cabin, and pursuing his Scottish heritage with a trip to
Scotland and participation in Scottish fairs with Clan Gregor. A military ceremony of commitment with bagpipe and drum will be
held on Thursday, October 26 at 10 AM at Fort Snelling, followed by a memorial service at Epiphany Lutheran Church at 1414 E
48th St., Minneapolis at 11:30 AM. An informal lunch with time for celebration and socialization will follow the service. In lieu of
flowers, the family prefers memorials to his favorite enterprises or to the David G. Gatewood Media Room, Powderhorn Park
Neighborhood Association, 821 E. 35th St, Minneapolis 55407.

apJones, Robert age 82, of Brooklyn Center, passed away on October 8, 2006. Retired 27 yr. employee of G. E., WWII Army
Veteran. U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary. Past Commodore – St. Paul Yacht Club. He is preceded in death by his son, Todd. He will be
deeply missed by his wife, Margaret; children, Robb (Roxie), David; stepdaughter, Lori (Ernie) Bohall; grandchildren, Montanna,
Tucker; sister, Perrie (Ken) Drysdale; many relatives and friends. A Celebration of Robert's Life will be held Spring 2007. No flowers
please. Memorials preferred to the Todd apJones Scholarship Fund at Minneapolis College of Art and Design (MCAD), 2501
Stevens Ave S., Mpls., MN 55404. Cremation Society of Minnesota Brooklyn Park 763-560-3100 . 

Toborg, Robert W. Beloved Husband, Dad, Grandpa, Great Grandpa, Great- Great- Grandpa Age 89 of Inver Grove Heights peace -
fully on Oct. 24, 2006 surrounded by family. Preceded in death by parents, Alfred & Stella Toborg. Survived by wife of 48 years,
Gwen; sons, Robert (Rosemary), Tom (Lori); daughter, Pam (Steve Lindahl); 10 grandchildren: 17 great grandchildren; 2 great-
great-grand-children; and sister, Merle Letourneau. Also nieces, nephews, relatives & friends. Retired after 42 years from NWA. He
was an avid golfer who also enjoyed boating & ping pong. Funeral Service 10:30AM Friday. Visitation 9:30-10:30AM prior to serv -
ice at GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH, 7600 Cahill Ave., IGH. Interment Fort Snelling National Cemetery. Memorials pre -
ferred to donor's choice. Roberts Funeral & Cremation Chapel Inver Grove Heights 651-455-2035

- Commodore’ s Repor t -
Hello, fellow boaters!

Sadly, our 2006 boating season has ended.  Despite cooler
than usual weather, some days of drizzle and spitting
snow, the SPYC staff and seasonal employees have com-
pleted the haul outs for the fall and everything went well.
Thanks to Pat, Rick and the rest of the staff for all the
good work organizing and executing the haul outs.   

Update on issues the SPYC has with the City of St. Paul:
On October 23 Pat Michaud, Jerry Quaal and I met with
Mr. Bob Bierscheid, Director of the Division of Parks &
Recreation for the City of St. Paul.  We requested addi-
tional information on (1) Reimbursement for our Spring
2006 dredging expenses:  Bob assured us that staff in his
department have been working with MN representatives
to Congress to find and get money committed to some or
all of the expense we incurred.  

(2) New SPYC clubhouse issues:  As our landlord, the
City will not stand in the way of either a new floating or
land-based facility.  They will have input into the appear-
ance of either type of facility, though, and if we have a
land-based clubhouse they possibly will provide/pay for
connections for gas, sewer, water, electricity, etc.   If we
have a new or refurbished floating clubhouse they will
arrange for us to have the necessary permit to have an
unpowered facility moored in our harbor.  However, they
have requested that we hold off on any major decisions
regarding a clubhouse for now and instead develop and
submit to them a Master Plan for the development of the
SPYC services (i.e. building and management of addition-
al transient slips) and new or improved facilities (i.e. club-
house, office space, etc.).  In January, 2007 the City plans
on starting a complete re-assessment of the needs for
Harriet Island.  They want our Master Plan so that it can
be assessed and integrated into the overall plan the City
develops for Harriet Island and the surrounding park
areas.  

At the October 23 Board of Directors meeting this infor-
mation from the City was discussed.  Also, a summary
presentation was made by the combined New Clubhouse
Committee, headed by Jerry Quaal.  There was represen-
tation and input by members of both the land-based and
floating clubhouse committees.   While a lot of work has
been done over the past 18+ months on this issue, there
were important details still not addressed for both options.
Our Treasurer, Keith Holm, and Roger Anderson have
done a fair amount of work getting estimated information
from the banks on lending rates, amounts and mortgage
requirements.  Additionally, Roger has been gathering
estimated insurance information for both types of facili-

ties.  

However, the bottom line is that even though it’s disap-
pointing, we still don’t have a final plan that the Board
can approve to go forward with right now.  As a result, the
Board has decided to develop the Master Plan requested
by our landlord and will ask Jerry Quaal to oversee the
efforts of the volunteer clubhouse committee members in
pulling together more details on our options.  While this
may be frustrating to some, we need to recognize that we
don’t have the funds available right now to move forward
on either a new floating or a land-based clubhouse.  

The issue of a new clubhouse has become very emotional
for some people in our Club. No matter which option we
choose (land or floating) a financial commitment is
involved.   Also, work on this issue has delayed the cre-
ation of a long-term financial strategic plan because a
clubhouse expenditure will be a major part of that plan.
While I personally want and believe that the Club needs
an improved clubhouse facility, I ask that we all step back
a bit and look at this issue objectively.  We need to keep
our personal agendas and emotions in check.  We need to
do what is in the best interest of the Club as a whole over
the long-term.  This is one of the biggest and most sensi-
tive issues the Board has grappled with in a number of
years and we need to do it right.  Creation of the Master
Plan that the City wants will take some time and work,
but it’s worth the effort and understandable that the City is
requesting it.  This could work to our advantage.

Thanks to Mr. Patrick Seeb, CEO of the Saint Paul
Riverfront Corporation, who was our guest speaker at the
October general membership meeting.   We had good
questions from those attending the meeting and Patrick
gave us very good information about future plans for the
National Great River Park, including our area of the
River. 

Special note:  There will NOTbe a general membership
meeting in either November or December, 2006.   

Plans are underway for our annual holiday party.  More
information is coming in the weeks ahead.

One more reminder:  Secure your boat, ladders, etc. and
check on your boat periodically during the winter storage
season.  

I hope you have good upcoming winter holidays.  Stay
safe.

Lee



1985 Bayliner2450 24’
V8 power, Volvo I/O. Decent shape, seized by SPYC for back slip fees. Slip avail-

able for 2007 season.  $5,000  Call 651-292-8964

Carver Santego Model 3067  LOA35’
T/260hp Merc I/Os, Low Hours, New Batteries, Air/Heat, Generator, Stereo
and Marine Radio. Halogen System. Sleeps Five, Full Galley w/Microwave,
Large Head w/shower, Slide-out Bar. Radar Arch & Full Bridge Enclosure
(like new) plus Custom Canvas on Lower Deck. Very Clean & Fast (40mph).
$39,500 - Contact Bill “W oody” Woodruff 651-336-8657
wewoodruff@comcast.net 

1999 Monterey 276 Cruiser
Price: $ 41,500 Includes 2-Axle Custom Trailer Overall Length
29'0"  Beam 9'6" Twin Mercruiser 4.3L190 hp. H & C Water ,
Head , Shower, Camper Canvas, Travel cover, Refrigerator,
Stove , Microwave, Coffee Maker, VHF, Depthfinder, GPS, Fuel
Flow Meter, Trim Tabs, Stereo/CD, W/S Wiper, Search Light
Contact: Dirk   763/574-2233

“Anna Marie” 
1992 Thompson Adventurer 2900

Twin 5.7 mercruisers, AC, Low hours, $26,900
Bill & Mary Pat Gibbs, 763-525-1485

Fine Interior Woodworking & CabinetryClassic fiberglass 1965 28' Uniflight Cruiserwith twin 120 hp
Mercruisers.Hardtop, full camper covers,full size head and galley.

Sleeps six,with convertible dinette,bunk beds and enclosed 
v-berth.Mahogany interior. Lots of updates including newer Alpha
drives this year.

Call Dave at 612-670-4859 or 651-487-4138.Asking $8000 
for ÒLoggerhead.ÓAlso included: custom trailer.

Fine Interior Woodworking & Cabinetry1969 classic 16' Owensrunaboutwith 1976 85 hp Mercury
outboard motor complete with Shorelander trailer. Motor has not
been started for 2 years but was a good running re-built in 2000
and used little since then.Transom has rip in fiberglass and needs
some repair. Cool boat needs a little TLC!

Call Dave at 612-670-4859 or 651-487-4138.Asking $1450.

For Sale
1981 Bayliner Victoria 27’Cruiser. 260 Mercruiser V8,
stove, bath w/shower, fridge, dinette, professionally
reupholstered. VERY GOOD CONDITION! $6000. 760-
898-8332 or 612-703-1702

42’ Carlcraft Houseboat
1972 42’Carlcraft, twin 220 hp Crusaders, interior newly renovat-
ed, updated helm with new gauges & GPS unit. Large head with
bath/shower/flushing toilet, new AC, full galley with new refrig,
bedroom with queen size Select Comfort bed & built in dresser.
Have your summer cabin in the city. Comes with slip rights at
SPYC. $32,500 call Bob & Sheri Schmidt at 651-747-6654

 

1991 Skipperliner630
LOA: 63 ft. Beam:14 ft. Propulsion: Twin 230 H.P. Mercruisers w/ Alpha I stern-
drives Generator: 9.0 kWWesterbeke  HVAC: 32,000 BTU Cruisair Natural Gas
Furnace.  Equipment: Commander flybridge w/ dual controls, yacht interior pack-
age, retractable bow boarding ramp, yacht style deck house module, extended
deckhouse / aft arch, 250 gallon fuel capacity, full canvas - fore/aft/bridge decks,
double Bimini top system, water vehicle hoist w/ power winch, (4) private state-
rooms, sun screen - fore and aft decks, dual 30 amp shorepower outlets, (2) man-
ual anchor winch systems, spiral staircase w/ hinged moon roof. (2) Norcold
Gas/Electric refrigerators, Washer/Dryer. Year round Live aboard, guaranteed slip. 

Sale Price:$180,000 Call Mike Radford at 651-335-9827

For Sale: 1996 alumicraft 14 ft. with oars, 1954 Johnson 10 hp, trailer  Contact Jim Palmer UH-43, 763-
420-8671, 612-867-9585, jpalmer420@comcast.net

For Sale -- GREAT BEGINNER HOUSE BOAT

1969 Boatel 35 ft.  Single 250 hp, 327 cu in Mercruiser engine w/ outdrive -- about
150 hrs since rebuilt 4 years ago. No leaks. Runs well. Marine radio. New depthfind-
er. Original 8-track player! Onan generator as is. Full galley. Working head. Cozy
cabin. Needs cosmetic & other work (do-it-yourself can do most.) Upper Harbor
SPYC slip rights. Asking $6,500. Neal (612)
868-5578

Boat Remodeling
Fine Interior Woodworking & Cabinetry

Detailed Craftsmanship by Dave McKusick

612¥670¥4859
dave@crescentdesign.net

crescentdesign.net  
Licensed & Insured #20445972

City Slipper, 47’ Gordy Miller Houseboat

Well set up as a seasonal liveaboard. Washer/dryer, new roof, AC,
single Mercrusier engine. Slip available in the SPYC lower har-
bor.call Jack or Dottie Merwin at 651-602-9256



MISSISSIPPI RIVER - A VOYAGE TO REMEMBER

HOWARD DAHLGREN IS SAVORING WHAT COULD
BE HIS LAST FAMILY BOAT TRIP. LIVING WITH TERMI-
NAL CANCER, HE REFLECTS ON HIS LIFE AND HIS
CENTRAL ROLE IN SHAPING MANY TWIN CITIES
COMMUNITIES. 

DAVID HAWLEY, Pioneer Press 

The big annual voyage is over, and this weekend may be
the last time Howard Dahlgren serves as skipper of his
beloved riverboat, the John Theodore D.

Every autumn for the past 27 years, Dahlgren, 81, has
taken his family and a gaggle of friends on a Mississippi
River cruise from St. Paul to La Crosse, Wis., and back,
traveling for nine languid days aboard his unique 70-foot
sternwheeler. 
This year's voyage began Sept. 26 and concluded
Wednesday. Today and Sunday, Dahlgren plans to skip-
per two short day trips -- probably upriver through the
locks at the Falls of St. Anthony. The boat is expected to
be crowded.

They could be the last trips. Once a major player in the
development of area communities, Dahlgren, 81, has ter-
minal cancer. He finds it annoying.

"On average, I get one good week for every three," he
said Wednesday, referring to the impact of chemotherapy.

He was enjoying one of the good days as he sat in the
pilothouse of the John Theodore D while it churned along
at a steady 4 mph between Red Wing and Hastings on
the final leg of the annual journey back to St. Paul from
the big voyage.

Beneath him, in the boat's main cabin, family members
and a couple of longtime friends sat in the warmth of a
wood-burning Franklin stove and enjoyed the fall colors.
Another ordinary day, perhaps, but one that could
become a precious memory.

Though Dahlgren's name might not be familiar to most
people, his work has had a major impact on everyday
lives. An architect and pioneer in city planning, Dahlgren
had a lot to do with the way many Twin Cities communi-
ties look today.

For instance, his development plans for Burnsville
Township in 1960 helped save the area from annexation
by Bloomington. Part of that plan envisioned a major
shopping center at the junction of Interstates 35E and
35W.

As another example, Roseville includes more than 275
acres of parks that Dahlgren planned with city officials.
The Minneapolis firm Dahlgren co-founded also created
development plans for Mendota Heights, Arden Hills,
Shoreview, Falcon Heights, St. Anthony, Woodbury and
scores of other communities in Minnesota and the
Midwest.

"He was one of the most professional people I ever
worked with," said St. Paul Parks and Recreation Director
Bob Bierscheid, who once had a similar job in Roseville.

More than 35 years ago, Dahlgren also helped develop
plans for a public transportation system in the Twin Cities
-- now called light-rail transit.

"If the Legislature had gone along with it, we could have
had LRT up and running in 1980," Dahlgren said.

Dahlgren's success, in part, was fueled by an intense
interest in people, said Roger Anderson, who knows
Dahlgren through their memberships in the St. Paul Yacht
Club. The organization named its downriver marina
beneath the Wabasha Street Bridge in honor of Dahlgren
and his wife, Lois.

"Howard's the kind of guy that you meet and within 10
minutes, he's your friend," Anderson said. "He's had more
strangers on that boat than most people meet in a life-
time, and none of them are strangers when they get off."

On the recent voyage to La Crosse, for example,
Dahlgren invited aboard a woman trying to kayak the full
length of the Mississippi, from Lake Itasca to the Gulf of
Mexico. She stayed aboard for several days.

A teller of stories, Dahlgren relates how he grew up in a
Swedish neighborhood in Shakopee and wound up in the
Army infantry during World War II, arriving in Belgium just
in time for the Battle of the Bulge. He talks about propos-
ing to Lois in 1947 on the Shakopee bridge and almost
dropping the ring into the Minnesota River.

He bought and rebuilt the John Theodore D after a doctor
urged him to relax and take up some kind of recreational
activity. Traditional relaxation is not exactly what hap-
pened, but his four daughters say they were relieved
when he got the pokey sternwheeler, because he previ-
ously had owned a 16-foot sailing boat.

"He would flip it over every single time he sailed it,"
recalled Nora Dahlgren, a physical therapist at Regions
Hospital. "It was his desire to go faster. 'Put her on her
ear!' he would say."

"He would flip it over every single time he sailed it,"
recalled Nora Dahlgren, a physical therapist at Regions
Hospital. "It was his desire to go faster. 'Put her on her
ear!' he would say."

The annual voyage to attend Oktoberfest USA in La
Crosse started in the late 1970s.

"My kids were raised going on this trip," said eldest
daughter Marty Klann, a psychiatric nurse at Rochester's
Mayo Clinic and a mother of three.

A third daughter, Karen Dahlgren, is a pediatrician living in
Golden Valley. The youngest, Anni Johnson, is the only
daughter who doesn't have a medical occupation. She
lives in Edina and works for Target Corp.

Dahlgren said he reared his daughters to be independent
and gave each of them complete mechanics' tool sets
when they graduated from high school. "It seemed to
have worked," he said.

Dahlgren has told this story a million times: His stern-
wheeler was named the John Theodore D after the son
he never had. His daughters roll their eyes when they
hear that story, though they add that they might not all be
here if their parents hadn't kept trying for a boy.

The beloved boat will probably go on the market,
Dahlgren said. "The time is approaching when selling this
boat would be the astute thing to do," he said.

When he talks about the cancer that was detected in his
esophagus in June and has now spread to his liver and
lungs, Dahlgren likes to relate an earlier health crisis that
required open-heart surgery.

"The cardiologist recommended that I drink two full glass-
es of red wine a day -- which I tried to follow religiously,"
Dahlgren said. "But now that I have esophageal cancer, I
can't drink wine anymore. That's disappointing."

But he's not worried about the future.

"We have four happy girls who are best friends, and six
grandchildren," he said. "I've lived a great life. Whatever
happens, happens."

As of the 25th of Oct., all of the summer boats where
pulled and the 2006 summer season came to an end.
The harbors will be winterized and the winter live-a-
boards will have the lower harbor to them selves for the
next six months. I hope everyone had a great summer
season and is ready to regroup and start it all again next
spring.

Vessel Safety Checks – About a fourth of our boats
have turned in proof to the office that their boat has had
and passed the basic safety check in 2006. This was the
first year this rule was in effect and if you where one of
them that complied thank you. Next season we need to
get 100%. The operations team has discussed, but did
not pass, a rule that would keep boats from being
launched if the office does not have proof of a success-
ful inspection from the previous year. If passed, this
could take effect in the spring of 2008, so 2007 inspec-
tions are strongly urged.

Elections – The nominating committee is starting to
look for candidates for the February election. If you
have time you could contribute and feel you can make a
difference in the club contact Greg DenBleyker and get
on the ballot.

Bob Apjones – The club lost one of its big contributors
on October 8th. Bob Apjones was commodore when I
joined the club back in 1988. He loved the club, boat-
ing and the outdoors. He always had a great story for
you about boating, snowmobiles or his work life that
was told with a smile. He hounded me yearly to run for
the board and I always responded that the kids where
keeping me too busy to give it the time it needs. He
persisted until the kids went to college and I accepted.
Bob will be missed by the club and this member. 

With that said…let’s go boating!
Gordy Mergens

- U69 Scuttlebutt - 


