
ANCHOR & LINE
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

December Calendar

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30

November Calendar

Winter Season Starts November 1st. Everywhere
Board Meeting November 28th, 7 p.m. SPYCOffice
Holiday Party December 11th, 5 pm Digidio’s
Board Meeting December 26th, 7 p.m. SPYCOffice

Volume 13 Issue 11 November 2011

ANCHOR & LINE
The Saint Paul Yacht Club was founded in 1912 as the Saint Paul Motor Boat Club for the purpose of fostering a greater interest in
motor boating and the Mississippi River.  In 1934 the club adopted its present name, S.P.Y.C., and continues more than 90 years of
service to its members and the community.

St.PaulYachtClub
Dedicated to safe and affordable boating through cooperative efforts...

FOUNDED 1912

100 Yacht Club Rd. B-1, St. Paul, MN 55107

Anchor & Line
S.P.Y.C.
100 Yacht Club Road, B1
Saint Paul  MN 55107
651-292-8964

Please submit articles, stories, photos,
etc. to the Editor, S.P.Y.C., 100 Yacht
Club Road B-1 Saint Paul,  MN 55107
E-mail: Office@spyc-mn.org
Web:http://stpaulyachtclub.org

Deadline
Articles must be submitted by the 
25th of the month for publication the
following month. 

Roger Anderson, Editor

Bob Hill in his very clever
Congressman Halloween 
costume.

He is demonstrating “fiscal
responsibility”, Government
style.



From the Management...
As I write this, we are putting the final work in getting the
marina ready for winter. We’ve had to move a number of
liveaboard boats due to to water depth issues so that com-
munity will look a little different this year. We’ve had to do a
little engineering to the water and natural gas infrastructure
to assure reliable service through out the winter. The crew is
moving the gas dock into the harbor today as well.

The pull out season has gone
really well this year, due in no
small part to the excellent
weather we’ve had virtually the
whole time. It’s a lot easier to do
the job when it’s in the 60’s and
dry vs the normal 40’s and
rain/snow. We got everything
out easily on schedule with no damage or injuries. All the
equipment worked real well and I think by and large every-
one is pleased with how we handled their boats and where
they ended up in the yard.

Having credited the weather, I really have to give a tremen-
dous thanks to our crew. With Rick Kapplehoff’’s knee injury
still unresolved, he was available for a very limited role this
fall. Mark Mosby and Greg DenBleyker really stepped for-
ward to manage the pullout process this year and worked
very well together to get this all done. Jeff Seeman, Richard
Felshiem, and Mike Skarda rounded out the yard crew , and
together these guys handled over 100 boats without an
issue. As the manager here, I have to say quite simply that
they saved my butt.

I also want to say that these guys do a really good job of
blocking boats too. I think we do probably the best job of any
of the local marinas in terms of using good blocking, getting
it set right, enough jack stands, etc.  I can’t take any credit;
this is a process that evolved before my time here, but it’s

the kind of thing no one thinks about until a boat falls down,
or is needlessly damaged. I’ve included a picture from one of
our local competitors showing
an example. 

Looking forward, I think the low
water that we’re going out of
the season with bodes well for
having a more normal start for
next spring. I’m hearing predic-
tions of another winter that may be above average in terms
of snow but the overall dry conditions seem favorable to me. 

On the other hand, low water brings it’s own set of problems
and the last few months have pointed out where we will like-
ly have difficulties in terms of water depth at some point next
year. The lower harbor shore side walkway is largely on the
bottom right now and we plan to remove some of the fingers
to avoid twisting the whole dock framework if  the water
goes lower. We very likely will need to look at moving the
walkway in this area in the near future, among other possible
changes.

Given the ups and downs, I had
a pretty good year here. This
was the first season with my new
boat, the Ark Royal, and it got a
lot of use considering the wacky
season. It ran great and exceed-
ed my expectations in just about
every way. Despite being chased by the rain seemingly
every time I picked up a guitar, I had some fun opportunities
to play music a few times around the marina. Thanks to local
boys Andy Ristrom, Dana Isaacs, and Joe Letness for help-
ing me out on that - I’d like to do it again this next year in the
NEW CLUBHOUSE!

Better times ahead as we celebrate out Centennial year - 

Roger

- Commodore’ s Repor t -
That is it, the 2011 boating season has come to an end. The live
aboard community is getting tucked in for the winter and all the
summer boats are pulled. This year was certainly a mix of good
and bad. High water/low water, cool/hot, celebration/tragedy, we
had it all. In my twenty five years here, I don’t ever remember
such contrast in one season. Now we prepare for the next season,
and what ever that brings. I hope, like Patty and I, you can all say
that it was a lot of fun/a lot of work, lets do it again.

The mouths of both harbors where opened up so everyone should
have been able to get out on the river to enjoy the great October
we had. We still have several slips unusable with the low water we
are currently dealing with. The board, Roger and the operations
team continue to seek the optimum solution to the dredging issue. 

The clubhouse continues to progress. Excel has run a new line to
the well and dropped the line to the building. The rough electric is

done inside. The completion date is now March 1st, get ready to
party.

If you have not paid your winter storage yet, it was due two weeks
ago (10/15). Please take care of any past due accounts you may
have. Thank you to all of you who have kept your account current,
it makes running this place so much easier.

Tom put on another great party for Halloween, witch was well
attended. Look for invitations to the Holiday party in December
and our centennial celebrations are being planned now. If you want
to help out with these festivities, give Tom a call. I know he is
looking for help. 

With that said, lets go boating.  
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St. Paul Yacht Club Board Meeting 09/26/2011 

 

Board Members present: 
 

 
Roger Anderson: Present 
 
Guests Present: Terry Williams. Trish Hempel, Ron Hilson, Harold  Strassner 
 
Meeting called to order at 7;01 PM 
 
The Commodore presented the “People’s Choice” award from the recent on-water boat show to 
Terry  Williams for “Leah”. 
Ron said “Goodbye” for the winter. He’ll be back in the spring. 
 
The September minutes were approved as changed. 
 
Staff report – preparations underway for pullout. We are destroying a couple of the abandoned 
boats. We recover some costs for parts sold, scrap materials. Rick has not yet been approved for 
knee surgery,  he will be working in an advisory capacity as he can. We hired a new worker for 
the fall pullout, will be using Mark, Greg, and Brian for most of the fall. Mark is also continuing 
to coordinate the work on the clubhouse. The upper harbor entrance has been dredged, and the 
Corps is working on the lower harbor. Jim is actively searching for trusses to construct a new 
ramp at Gate “G”. We are still having problems with the pumpout system on the gas dock. We’ll 
keep at it. One thing gets fixed, another symptom pops up. 
 
Finance – Jerry went over the financials. A/R is coming down, thanks to Jim and Roger for this 
effort. The Finance Committee met last week to go over the budget. He says the 2012 rates may 
have to go up. (Jerry successfully dodged most of the rotten vegetables hurled at him at that 
pronouncement.)  Based on a request/suggestion from Roger, Finance made a motion to set aside 
monies for a consultant for guidance on overcoming the silting/dredging issue. The consultant 
would presumably be able to help us decide what, if any, equipment we might need, etc. The 
motion passed, however, no specific amount was set. 
Another motion was made to outsource lower harbor parking lot snow removal after the city 
plows. The costs would be apportioned among all the boats with liveaboard status, whether or 
not they are occupying the boat over the winter. Motion passed. 
 
Operations – We have completed fall equipment maintenance. The travel lift was thoroughly 
examined. We will continue to do safety checks on request. We again emphasized that the ramp 
to Gate “G” must be replaced before the snow flies. 
 

Commodore Vice 
Comm 

Secretary Treasurer Board Board Board Board Board Board Past 
Comm 

Gordy Jim Dennis Jerry Bob Tom Marc Fran Ralph Pat Peter 
Mergens Johnson Sando Quaal Hill Marrone Denn Potvien DeLong Boulay Kramer 

GM JJ DS JQ BH TM MD FP RD PB PK 
x x x x   x x x  x 



Dana Marine

Shrink Wrap*
Winterization Services

General Repair

651-459-1003

*Shrink wrap requires 1/2 deposit prior to
service. Deposits can be left in the SPYC
office.
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Social – Tom’s report was read in his absence. There was a lengthy discussion about funds for 
the 100th year celebration. A motion was made to allocate $10,000 of the social budget for the 
celebration. After much discussion, the motion was withdrawn. After more discussion, another 
motion was made to add $10,000 to the Social budget, funds to be allocated for the celebration. 
Motion passed. 
 
HVAC contractor is out of town, Peter will schedule a meeting when he’s back in town. The 
committee will be meeting next Saturday, and they will have a working budget by the next board 
meeting. 
 
Membership – Terry Anderson and John Senglaub were approved as regular members. Mitch 
Feme has conditional approval pending completion of the safety check. Harold Strasner and 
Jerry Bartho also have conditional approval pending completion of their application and safety 
check. 
 
Marketing – Festa Italiana was a good success. We had a good variety of boats. Over 400 people 
toured “White Eagle”. There is still some confusion over the St. Paul Yacht vs. the Pool and 
Yacht Club. Apparently, many people don’t know these are two different entities. 
 
Green Committee – there will be a bank cleanup on June 9, 2012. 
 
Technology – there is still one Facebook account using the SPYC logo, which is prohibited in 
the bylaws. We discussed the WiFi upgrade. We will have the new company install more 
powerful access points, about half of them this fall in the upper and lower harbor. We will 
monitor any problems, and do a full implementation in the spring if all goes well. 
 
 
Anniversary book – a meeting is scheduled this month, the last of the writing should be complete 
next month. The committee will begin working on on-line publication. It appears that the St. Paul 
Foundation may be able to give us some grant money for this project. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:54. 
 
Respectfully submitted; 
 
Dennis Sando, Secretary 
 

Clubhouse Progress
The Clubhouse has gone through two
rounds of city inspection for the building
and interior framing successfully. The elec-
trical is almost complete and that inspection
will take place this week.

The electrical service from Xcel Energy has
been installed and once the inspection is
complete, electrical power can be turned on
in the building.

The interior framing is done and the next
step is installation of HVAC and plumbing in
the open walls.

Once the plumbing and HVAC has been
completed and inspected, the walls can be
sheetrocked and interior finishing will start. 



Greetings Fellow Yacht Club  Members!
GREETINGS FELLOW YACHT CLUB MEMBERS!

SEASON OVER BOATS ARE OUT!! WHEW WHAT A RIDE WE
HAD THIS SUMMER OF 2011! I WANT TO THANK ALL THE
VOLUNTEERS AGAIN FOR ALL YOU DO, WITH OUT YOU
THE FUN WOULD NEVER BE DUN !

THE SOCIAL CLUB HAD A FIELD TRIP APPRECIATION PARTY.
WE WENT TO THE AMERICAN BURGER BAR THEN TO THE "MIN-
NESOTA ROLLER GIRLS" FOR A BLAST OF A TIME, SEE THE GROUP
PHOTO! (RUBY AND I EVEN POLKAED AT HALFTIME!!) 

THE HALLOWEEN PARTY WAS A BLAST! IN CASE YOU MISSED IT
WE HAD THE "GHOST SHIP BETSY NORTHROP" MOORED AT THE
GAS DOCK FOR THE NIGHT, GRILLED ON SHORE, LIVE MUSIC
WITH "THE JAMES BOYS BAND" (AND A BIG THANKS TO JIM JOHN-
SON AND HIS "BOYS"!!) BIG FIRE ALL NIGHT ON THE POINT.

THANKS TO ALL WHO MADE AN
EFFORT TO BRING POT LUCK

WE SURE

HAD A FEAST. THE COS-
TUME CONTEST WINNERS
WERE: BEST MALE "DR
CYCLOPS" DAVE MCKUSIK,
BEST FEMALE: "CEREAL
KILLER" SUE WALTERS ,
BEST COUPLE: "THE HILL-

BILLIES" BILL AND MARY PAT GIBBS! HONORABLE MENTION WENT TO: "PARTLY CLOUDY WITH CHANCE
OF RAIN" KAREN JULICEK . ALL EARNED GIFT CERTIFICATES, JUDGES DID A GREAT JOB THANK YOU!!
ALSO BIG THANKS TO CAPTAIN "GUS" FROM THE PADDELFORD!

THE HOLIDAY PARTY THIS YEAR IS SUNDAY DEC. 11TH STARTING AT 5PM SOCIAL HOUR AND WILL FEA-
TURE AN ITALIAN BUFFET OF TRADITIONAL DELIGHTS, CASH BAR AND SANTA MIGHT SHOW!! WE WILL
BE SENDING OUT INVITES THIS WEEK. LETS BREAK THE BREAD OF THE HOLIDAY SEASON WITH
THOSE WE SHARE A FONDNESS AND LOVE OF OUR SPORT AND OUR CLUB THE S.P.Y.C!! PLEASE MAKE
R.S.V.P.S BY DEC. 4TH. 

LOCATION:    DeGIDIO'S 425 7TH STREET WEST FINE ITALIAN TRADITION SINCE 1933!! COST ONLY
$20.00 PER PERSON   !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

THE WINTER DOESN'T MEAN WE STOP HAVING FUN ! THERE'S EVENTS TO LOOK FORWARD TOO: THE
HOLIDAY PARTY AT DeGIDIO'S, BOOT HOCKEY IN THE UPPER HARBOR, THE WINTER CARNIVAL FESTIV-
ITIES AND PARADES. WE'LL HAVE THE "S.P.Y.C. PARADE FLOAT BOAT" IN BOTH PARADES THIS YEAR , IT
WILL BE THE KICK OFF OF OUR CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION THAT WILL LAST ALL YEAR  LONG !
WILL NEED VOLUNTEERS FOR THE UP COMING EVENTS OF THE NEXT SEASON AND THE CENTINIAL.
CONTACT ME IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN JOINING THE SOCIAL CLUB:thomasmarrone@msn.com 
651-356-2182 CELL . THANKS FOR THE SEASON AND "WE'LL SEE YA ON THE RIVER "

THOMAS MARRONE AKA. CAPTAIN ADVENTURE!!
SOCIAL CHAIR AND DIRECTOR 
*****miss you gary,felix,n eric*****

2011 
Halloween

Party!


