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ANCHOR & LINE
The Saint Paul Yacht Club was founded in 1912 as the Saint Paul Motor Boat Club for the purpose of fostering a greater interest in
motor boating and the Mississippi River.  In 1934 the club adopted its present name, S.P.Y.C., and continues more than 90 years of
service to its members and the community.

St.PaulYachtClub
Dedicated to safe and affordable boating through cooperative efforts...

FOUNDED 1912

Anchor & Line
S.P.Y.C.
100 Yacht Club Road, B1
Saint Paul  MN 55107
651-292-8964

Please submit articles, stories, photos,
etc. to the Editor, S.P.Y.C., 100 Yacht
Club Road B-1 Saint Paul,  MN 55107
E-mail: SPYClub@qwest.net
Web:http://stpaulyachtclub.org

Deadline
Articles must be submitted by the 
25th of the month for publication the
following month. 

Roger Anderson, Editor
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December Calendar

Social Committee Meeting Wednesday, November 2nd at 7:00 p.m. On the General
General Meeting Tuesday, November 8th at 7:30 p.m. On the General
Operations Committee Meeting Wednesday, November 16th at 5:00 pm SPYC Office
Membership Committee Meeting Thursday, November 17th, 6:30 p.m. SPYC Office
Board Meeting Monday, November 28th at 7:00 p.m. SPYC Office
Board Meeting Monday, December 26th at 7:00 p.m. SPYC Office

No social events planned for November or December. Holiday party scheduled for Saturday January 14th
at Degidio's, 425 West 7th Street, St Paul. More info to follow in next month's Anchor and Line.

100 Yacht Club Rd. B-1, St. Paul, MN 55107
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SPYC Board Meeting Minutes
September26, 2005

7:00 p.m. at the SPYC Office

Meeting called to Order: Quorum present. Present:  Greg
DenBleyker, Denny Sando, Dick Fischer, Liz Garland, Anne
Hofmann, George Letness, Gordy Mergens, Lee Pfeilsticker, Terry
Williams.   Staff:  Roger Anderson , Pat Michaud Absent: M.J.
Babcock, Bob Draine, Guests:   Scott Brouard, Tom Mega, Jim
Johnson and Mark Mosby.

A.  Reading of the Minutes: Motion made by G. D., seconded
by G.M., to accept the minutes from the August 26, 2005. Motion
carried.

B.  Open Forum: Jim Johnson appeared before the board with
an offer from a local boat broker to list the General for sale. Yacht
Brokers Inc., of Stillwater would photograph and list it at $39,000.
This was presented as an opportunity to gauge the possible value
of the General without any cost or commitment to actually sell it.
After some discussion it was decided that this was a premature
step at this time, and may in fact be alarming to the membership
as no replacement for the General has yet been decided upon.

Scott Brouard came before the board seeking to have his full
membership approved. Scott applied for full membership as
required to be a liveaboard, and was approved on a provisional
basis last Fall (2004) pending the demonstration that his boat met
the requirements of the standing rules this Spring. During the
intervening time, Scott has decided to move out of state and has
listed the boat for sale with the option of maintaining the live-
aboard status, which would require that he be a full member.
Since Scott had missed the intended deadline to meet the require-
ments for his boat, and would not become an active member of
the club as he is leaving, this created the appearance that he was
finally seeking a full membership solely for the purpose being
able to transfer the slip and liveaboard status with the boat.

Membership committee chair  Liz Garland spoke briefly stating
that her committee reviewed the situation and felt that while it
was not desirable to have members join just to take advantage of
the ability to transfer slips, the committee felt that Scott was
somewhat the "victim of circumstance" in this instance. Scott
offered the fact that he had applied for membership in good faith
as soon as he was eligible and that at least some of the factors that
delayed the process were beyond his control. He also offered let-
ters of recommendation from two other full members of the club
requesting that the board approve his membership despite the
unusual circumstances, and cited the fact that he ultimately did
follow through on the requirements for the boat, although some-
what later than had been agreed upon. Scott also stated that it had
never been his intention to buy and resell the boat this quickly. 

Motion made by L.G., second D.S. to approve Scott Brouard
membership. Motion carried. Staff member Roger Anderson was
instructed to draft a letter informing Scott and any prospective
buyers of the requirements and rules of transferring the slip and
liveaboard status.

C.  Clubhouse: No Report

D.  By-laws Review:Tom Mega, chair of the by-laws committee
presented the final draft from the committee. There was much dis-
cussion, with several changes recommended, and requests for fur-

ther information noted. The committee will come back to the next
board meeting with the final version, with the goal of having the
membership vote on the by-law changes at the annual meeting of
February, 2006.

F.  Strategic Planning (Finance): Due to its large bearing on any
future plans, the conversation focused on an update on the dredg-
ing situation. A letter composed by our Attorney Tom Fabel was
reviewed. Mr. Fabel has advised us that he feels the City could be
held liable for the dredging costs of the lower harbor, and possibly
both harbors as a condition of the City's lease requirement to pro-
vide us with a location suitable for the operation of a marina. The
Commodore requested a board authorization to pursue this option
further, including a budget amount for the Attorney to prepare a
notification letter. Motion made by G.D., second by G.M. to
appropriate $2,000 to cover attorney fees. Motion carried. 

G.  Staff reports: Roger Anderson. See attached written report.

H. Operations Report: Gordy Mergens. The list of boaters who
have yet to provide proof of insurance was reviewed. Staff  was
instructed to send a registered letter to each member not supplying
proof of insurance by the October 1st. deadline requesting they
leave the harbor within 15 days. 

Three new temporary staff members were brought on board to
help during pullout. Based on their performance, one may be
offered a full time position going forward to replace Doug Husak

The Indian Fest/Celebration created no issues and seem to be very
quiet. Gordy mentioned that the Ribfest was considered to be one
of the best attended Ribfest events in it's history and will likely
return.

I.  Social Report: Anne Hofmann. The social season has been
well attended, with the next event being a Taco feed/Vikings game
on Sunday, October 2nd. There will be one more outside movie
night on October 14th, weather permitting. The Labor Day steak
fry was a success, with a small profit of about $280 being made.

Meeting adjourned: Adjourned at 9:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by  RogerAnderson in lieu of M.J.
Babcock 

Any members who are eligible and anxious to
serve as board members in 2006, please contact a
nominating committee member. 

Your nominating committee is:

Barb Haake 651-227-5435
Greg DenBlyker 763-755-9072
Tom Mega 651-483-3984

Nominations from the floor will be entertained at
the January 2006 general meeting, elections held at
the SPYC Annual Meeting in February, 2006.

- Commodore’ s Repor t -
Well, it really looks like winter is coming.  The boats are pulled and everything is getting winterized.

Thanks to Pat, Rick and the crew who helped get it all done.  Remember to secure your boat and lad-
ders, etc.  The club is having a temporary security fence installed around the newly expanded west
end storage area.  Extra lighting will be coming in that area soon.  Keep in mind, though, that we
can’t guarantee the security of your boat.  Don’t leave ladders out, wrap it up tightly and come to the
boatyard to check your boat frequently to make sure everything is OK.

Here are some updates on projects we’ve completed or are still working on:

1. Upper Harbor dredging was completed September 27.  (Coincidentally, the river was the highest
that I remember it being this late in the year due to the rains we’ve had.)  

2. On Tuesday, October 25 I met again with City Parks & Rec. reps. This time I had the SPYC attor-
ney with me to strengthen our message about the need for dredging in the Lower Harbor, and to
emphasize our rights under our lease.  I wish I had better news for you as a result of these continuing
communications about the problem, but I don’t.  The word from the City is the same: a) the Corps of
Engineers budget wasn’t funded for dredging in our harbors.  The Corps knows it’s been their
responsibility in the past, but their requests for funding have been denied by the Federal government;
b) the City of St. Paul has been cutting budgets and has no money to re-allocate to our needs; and c)
we still need dredging done. We are not giving up.  We asked the City to be creative and find ways
to help us regain navigable harbors, as required by our lease.  We even questioned why the City is
able to dredge out and place rip rap along the river bank next to the Padelford Packet operations
(which is purely aesthetic) and yet can’t help us with our greater need.  The answer was that the
Federal funding for the Padelford area project was earmarked specifically for that project and the
money can’t re re-allocated to any other use. In the meantime, we’re not sitting still.  Here’s what we
have done as a result of this situation: 

a. Pat has asked for bids from private dredging operations.  The lowest bid came from the same
company that just dredged the UH.  Their bid is $120,000 for the LH.  Due to the approach
of winter, any dredging in LH will not be done until Spring 2006. 

b. Pat requested and had a meeting with the Corps of Engineers to discuss what they would rec-
ommend doing to minimize future silting-in of both harbors.  his was just a detailed
discussion,  no official plans were created because the Corps would have charged us
for that service.  We’ll keep you posted.  We have to do something because the silting problem
will continue. 

3. At the January, 2006 general membership meeting the Club House Committee will present the
optional proposals for a new clubhouse facility.  At that time we’ll be asking members to give us
direction on which proposal you want us to pursue, with a final membership vote to follow at the
February annual meeting. We’ll also be presenting a slate of nominees for next year’s Board and ask-
ing for any additional nominations from the floor.  The revised By-Laws will be presented at that
meeting as well. The biggest change is around the issue of term limits for Board members and offi -
cers. 

4. The Board of Directors plans to present the Long Range Strategic Financial Plan at the Annual
Meeting to be held in February, 2006.  This Plan has taken us much longer than any of us anticipated
or desired.  We have been delayed in completing it because of the new clubhouse and the dredging
issues.  We’ve had  some strong and differing opinions on these issues and it hasn’t been easy.
However, I believe everyone on the Board has been committed to working hard for the membership
to make known differing points of view and find the best, most cost-effective solutions. 

5. Finally, almost all boaters have sent in their Certificates of Insurance for liability coverage, as
required by the SPYC.  Those who have not complied  have been invited to leave our harbors and/or
will not be stored on land until the proper paperwork is received.  This is a difficult situation, but it’s
necessary to protect the interests of all the rest of the boaters who take this responsibility seriously
and have complied.       

Thanks.  Remember, you can always send me an e-mail (commodorespyc@qwest.net) with your
thoughts.  Have a successful month!

Lee
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1970 40’River
Queen
Houseboat
Excellent condi-
tion, $30,000.
1997 12ft fiber-
glass Carolina

Skiff w/2000 Mariner 15hp motor and trailer $2500.
2000 40’Slip cover, slip UH65 $4000

Total value $36,500. Buy all thr ee for$34,500
today!
Lyn Parker 612-377-7454

1958 Chris Craft SeaSkiff
Owned by Frank & Julia Kline since 1967 - 35 years. 35

ft, 11.5 ft beam. Twin 345 ci Chrysler Marine Hemi
engines, 225 hp ea. Sleeps six, electric kitchen, refriger-

ator, head. Boat comes with slip and new slip cover. 
Call 768-557-6811

1971 ChrisCraft Aqua Home

Rebuilt Buick V6 engines, 35 hours each. Rebuilt Volvo
outdrives. Sleeps 5, stove, refrigerator, microwave, heat
& airconditioning. 2 marine radios, anchor, plus more

stuff. Can be seen at St.Paul Yacht Club. 
$9,500 Call Kenny J. Williams 651-228-1765

1972  41' Chris Commander. Great shape,  recently 
refitted.  7.5 Kohler gen. and new 2000 watt inverter. 
$64,900 or $70,000 w/new 50' covered slip. 

Contact Don Gussler612-388-2302 cell or
651-351-0129 home. 

Cold Duck is For Sale 
31 Ft, 1960 Chris Craft Roamer, all steel
hull.  Hull in great shape.  Exceptional
interior is a must see!!  Cabin top needs
recovering; aft deck needs rebuilding.

$5,500 with covered slip. Call Tom at
651 483-3984.

“Anna Marie” 
1992 Thompson Adventurer 2900

Twin 5.7 mercruisers, AC, Low hours, $29,900
Bill & Mary Pat Gibbs, 763-525-1485

-U69 Scuttlebutt- 

The TRICIA IV is tucked away for the winter along with most of the sum-
mer fleet. By the time you read this all of the boats will be out and the
harbor winterize. Hope everyone had a good season and is ready to do it
all again next year.

Dredging – The spot dredging of the upper harbor is done. There is about
10 feet of water in the well right now and the mouth is open. There is a
meeting on 10/28 with the Lee, our attorney and the city to discuss the
lower harbor situation. Hopefully this can be resolved without getting into
litigation which will be the clubs next recourse.       

Security concerns– The boats no sooner hit the yard and we started hav-
ing problems. Not with thieves but homeless looking for winter quarters.
We are taking steps to minimize the problem by adding fencing and light-
ing around the new portion of the yard. The police and park security have
been notified and spot checks of the yard are being done. Here is a list of
things you can do to help the security situation:

*REMOVE ALL VALUABLES IMMEDIATELY AFTER HAULOUT –
Don’t delay the removal of items you want to protect from pilferage.
Boats are most vulnerable during the first few days on land. .Bicycle
Thieves. and others are aware that the opportunity to steal and do damage
is the greatest while vulnerable property is waiting to be removed or other-
wise secured.

*LEAVE LOCKABLE DOORS AND CABINETS OPEN - Locking
mechanisms on boats are typically weak. The determined thief will do
more damage breaking into locked areas than the actual .take. is worth.
Likewise, keep shades and curtains open to minimize temptation.

*STORE LADDERS OUTOF SIGHT- Keeping ladders chained and out
of sight is an elementary security precaution. If you leave an unsecured
ladder lying near your boat, you are inviting trespassers to board not only
your boat, but any other boat near by. SPYC staff will remove any unse-
cured ladders lying around the yard.

*KEEP SPYC OFFICE INFORMED - If you work on your stored boat
during work hours, stop by the office. It’s useful to keep staff informed of
all yard activity during the relatively dormant winter season.

*MAKE A ROUND THROUGH THE YARD - The police do patrol, but
we can complement their efforts. If you happen to be in the vicinity, drive
through the yard and report anything suspicious. A random drive-through
goes a long way toward deterring criminal activity. One year high school
kids found jewelry on a boat and proceeded to pilfer several others. If you
fail to take these precautions, it is not only your boat at risk of being
boarded but all the ones around you. Please be vigilant!

Insurance – We are still looking for insurance vouchers for 8 boats. Some
boats could not secure insurance and have left the premises.  Everyone
should feel good to know that this issue is close to being resolved.  

Vessel safety checks– The board passed a proposal to require all boats in
the harbors have a vessel safety check performed by the coast guard auxil-
iary(free), staff(with a charge), or a current survey of the vessel in the
office. Must pass minimum points: 

1. Fire extinguisher - every boat should be equipped with an adequate (for
the boat length)     number of extinguishers.

2. Ventilation - operable, and correctly installed and intact.

3. Backfire flame arrestor - clean, correctly installed, and unmodified.

4. Overall condition - as indicated on page two of the Coast Guard form.
Note especially the section on electrical and fuel systems. 

5 - MSD, to verify that it meets the marina requirements preventing over-
board dumping of untreated sewage.)

We will get a supply of the booklets and placards to keep in the office to

help with this effort. These checks can be done at any time of the year so
it might be a good idea to start now and be in compliance for the next
boating season.

Non running boats– There are still a handful of boats that can not move
on their own power. This is another issue that operations is trying to clear
up. I spent most of this season trying to get my boat running correctly so I
know how frustrating this can be but it must be done or, like the insurance
issue, you will be asked to leave.

Cost increase– The board passed a proposal to add a 10% mark up on
electric and natural gas bills to cover infrastructure maintenance and repair
starting 11/1/2005.

Past Due accounts– As of 10/19 we had almost 50,000 in past due
accounts. If you don’t pay your bill the club can’t pay its bills. Please get
your payments in as soon as possible so we can knock down this rather
large sum of money. Thank you.   

Website– If you haven’t been out to http://stpaulyachtclub.org/ lately,
sign on and check it out. Roger has been working on it and it is starting to
look and function the way it was intended to. This is a work in progress so
send an email with your ideas on things you would like to see or function-
ality. 

One thing on this site that I’d like everyone to start using is the work order
form. This can be used for every problem you come across in the marina
big or small. I hear people complain that they told the office or staff and it
didn’t get done. This is the tool to help you and staff get that job done. 

With that said…let’s go boating!

Sunshine R eport
Best wishes for a speedy recovery to the following SPYC
members who have spent time in the hospital and are
now at home:

Marlene Exe
Murial Parker
Duane Edberg

Prayers, cards, or phone calls would be nice. 

Best wishes to new boater Ted Toso who blew out his knee hunt-
ing. Surgery and a winter’s rehabilitation will have Ted ready for
next season!

Congratulations to new members Dale Raduenz and Sue
Babcock of the Dahlgren Docks. They own the cutest little custom
houseboat in the marina - help make them welcome!

A note from I rene Gussler :

For those of you who saw Don Gussler over Labor Day weekend
must have noticed he had lost a lot of weight - 30 lbs in 5 months.
This was a result - in part - because of diabetes and also a bout of
pneumonia. He was in the hospital twice - the second time close to
death.

He’s now doing a lot better and has gained some of his weight
back. This helps because now he has to help with the devastation
left by hurricane Wilma. Angler’s Marina was hit pretty bad; out
of 5 piers, 4 were destroyed, palm trees down, windows broken
and roofs blown off, etc. In case you didn’t know - he’s still work -
ing in Florida.  

Don’s address is 910 Okeechobee, Clewiston FL 33440 - drop him
a line!

Of course our thoughts go out to all victims of yet another vicious
storm in Florida. Maybe a little quiet snow isn’t so bad!

Wanda Pichelman


