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ANCHOR & LINE
The Saint Paul Yacht Club was founded in 1912 as the Saint Paul Motor Boat Club for the purpose of fostering a greater interest in
motor boating and the Mississippi River.  In 1934 the club adopted its present name, S.P.Y.C., and continues more than 90 years of
service to its members and the community.

St.PaulYachtClub
Dedicated to safe and affordable boating through cooperative efforts...

FOUNDED 1912
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Anchor & Line
S.P.Y.C.
100 Yacht Club Road, B1
Saint Paul  MN 55107
651-292-8964

Please submit articles, stories, photos,
etc. to the Editor, S.P.Y.C., 100 Yacht
Club Road B-1 Saint Paul,  MN 55107
E-mail: SPYClub@qwest.net

Deadline
Articles must be submitted by the 
25th of the month for publication the
following month. 

Roger Anderson, Editor
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Budget Meeting Saturday, November 6th at 9:00 a.m. Awada’s
General Meeting Tuesday, November 9th at 7:30 p.m. On the General
Board Meeting Monday, November 22nd at 7:00 p.m. On the General
Holiday Party Sunday, December 12th at 4:00 p.m. Pool & Yacht Club

100 Yacht Club Rd. B-1, St. Paul, MN 55107
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SPYC Board Meeting Minutes September27, 2004
7:00 p.m. aboard the General

Meeting called to Order: Quorum present. Present:  M.J.
Babcock, Greg Den Bleyker, Howard Dahlgren, Dave Engfer,
Barbara Haake, Gordy Mergens, Lee Pfeilsticker, Lyle Pichelman,
Mike Radford, Rich Wright.  Staff: Pat Michaud. Absent:   Howard
Dahlgren, Bob Draine.  Staff:  Roger Anderson.  Guests:  Dottie
Merwin.

Reading of the Minutes:Motion made by M. R., seconded by Lee
P., to approve the July 19, 2004 minutes.  Motion carried. Motion
made by B. H., seconded by M. R., to approve the August 23, 2004
minutes.  Motion carried. 

No Open Forum

Announcements: Commodore Den Bleyker thanked P. Michaud
and R. Wright for a great celebration day that included the steak fry
(140 meals were served) and the Dahlgren dock dedication cere-
mony.  The by-laws committee, chaired by Tom Mega, will meet on
Wednesday.  Members of the committee are Jim Johnson, Mike
Patton and Neil Den Bleyker.  Question arose as to the definition of
"seniority."  All info should be forwarded to Tom Mega. Ron and
Barb Hillson found their marina and house were casualties of the
hurricanes.  They will have to find another marina. L. Pfeilsticker
will chair the salary committee and bring forth recommendations to
the budget meeting.

Treasurer's Report: Dave Engfer/Roger Anderson D. Enger asked
that the board defer action on the financial statement until next
month since R. Anderson was not here and there were questions
regarding the statement. Motion made by B. H., seconded by Lee P.
to table until next month.  Motion carried. Audit starts in January.
Review the audit information and pass on questions and concerns
to D. Engfer. L. Pfeilsticker asked what qualifications one needs to
be Treasurer of the SPYC.  D. Engfer answered that the person does
not necessarily need to have a financial background because things
are going smoothly.  The person just needs to know how to read a
financial statement and have a good financial committee.

M.J. Babcock asked if the Board could have the auditors give their
presentation to the Board.  D. Engfer replied that we get that infor-
mation through the management letter and L. Pfeilsticker said we
might need that if D. E. was not the treasurer and in light of that did
not think we needed to spend the extra money for a report to the
Board. D. Engfer asked that the committee chairs get their infor-
mation to him by the October Board meeting so we can vote on the
budget in November.  Plans are for D. Engfer to put together a 5-
year financial plan by the end of the year. P. Michaud will arrange
for the Board to meet Saturday, November 6th at Awadas for the
budget-planning meeting.

Membership: Dottie Merwin/Mike Radford Membership applica-
tions:  Motion made by M. R., seconded by Lyle P. to accept the
application of Elizabeth Bundrock.  Motion carried. Motion made
by B. H., seconded by D. E. that acceptance of  another applicant
be postponed until spring when  engines can be checked.  (Engines
need to be operational by May 1, 2005.) Motion carried.
Discussion regarding how to increase attendance at general meet-
ings; what changes need to go through the by-laws committee?;
need to discuss succession of membership; membership perks.

Staff Reports: Pat Michaud and R. Anderson (written report) R.

Anderson included financial reports for August and information on
the audit process, director's insurance and a change to ADP as our
payroll prep service. Other items: Sandy deMontille is working on
the web site; we will get a refund on the automated calling system;
we have received payment from a member for back dues.

P. Michaud is getting ready for pull out…folks need to call and
make arrangements. They have had a meeting on the Boating
Infrastructure Grant and at this time the City has to study how to
work it into their master plan.  Pat will also talk to Upper River
Services regarding the grant and hopes to have proposal approved
by the end of winter.  Included in the grant will be a plan to main-
tain the outside dock for boat use not transient use. (The City
prefers this).  We can also only winter our own members, would
like to expand winter only use. M. Radford reported that the City
also had plans for 250 slips at Island Station. There have been 2
requests for the Elena tie along spot.  Board will need to define sen-
iority for decision making on this issue. There was discussion
regarding the fire in the engine compartment of a lower harbor boat
and the fact that it was a major safety factor that the boat had a
halon system. Operations was asked to review the standing rule
regarding working on engines and that it be recommended that
work take place in the yard.  P. Michaud will also include in the
next Anchor & Line an article on boat engine safety.

Other info:  office now has inside plumbing; work will begin
tomorrow on getting the pump out down on the dock; dredging will
be kept on the front burner. SPYC staff will again do the pump out
every 2 weeks this winter.  YEA!

Operations: Gordy Mergens Requests have been received from
boaters to have their engines checked next spring instead of this
fall.  May 1, 2005 is the deadline for having motors operational.
Kelly Landing parking lot needs to be lit and paved by the City.
Greg Den Bleyker is still following up on the renaming of Harriet
Island Road to Yacht Club Road. The committee is working on a
benefit package for staff. Beavers are presenting a problem for the
harbors. The Operations Committee members will also be checking
to make sure boaters have coast guard approved heads.

Clubhouse Report: Lyle Pichelman M. Radford gave the com-
mittee information on a boat in Cincinnati for an idea of a floating
clubhouse. Greg Den Bleyker reiterated the importance of listening
to the members and to let their thoughts guide us.The committee
has put their request for $500.00 on hold.  The request was
approved to do a cost estimate.  Lyle  Pichelman reported that
Mayor Kelly is very interested in us getting the clubhouse project
completed. It was suggested that we send him a copy of our Anchor
& Line.

Social: Rich Wright Labor Day festivities were a great success!
Holiday party will either be at Awadas or the Radisson R. Wright
suggested that we have 4 good parties a year.  D. Engfer suggested
that we have one more of those events on the river, perhaps a tie-
along at 828. October 29th will be the Halloween bonfire, TGIF and
karaoke event. There was also discussion regarding the use of the
General over the winter.  The General will be heated through
October and a decision will be made at the October meeting regard-
ing its use.

Meeting adjourned: Motion to adjourn general meeting.  Motion
carried.  

Respectfully submitted: M.J. Babcock

I’m afraid I have kind of a sad column to write this month.. It’s the
end of the season which is always sad. It’s also sad to report the
death of two of our members. I’ve also been a little under the weath-
er my self, going through surgery on my leg recently. I do want to
thank all of you for the best wishes and flowers!

Longtime member and one time liveaboard Jim Needham has
passed away. It’s been awhile since Jim had a boat here but he has stayed in touch
over the years. Below is his obituary from the Pioneer Press:

Needham,James P. - Retired Military Chaplain Age 69 ofSt.Paul On October 7,
2004.Preceded in death by parents, Thomas & Stella Needham and brother, Thomas
F. Survived by siblings, Dorothy (John) Luskey, Mary Needham,Michael (Carole),
and Dennis (Kitty);sister-in-law, Jill Needham;and dear friend,Harriet Sisk.James
was ordained in the St.Columban Foreign Mission Society in 1961.He served in the
US Army for 20 years and retired as Lieutenant Colonel.Mass ofChristian Burial 10
AM Wednesday at Assumption Catholic Church, 51 West 7th St.,St.Paul,with gath-
ering offamily and friends one hour prior to mass at the church. Interment Fort
Snelling National Cemetery. Memorials preferred to donor's choice.

Our condolences to all of Jim’s family.

Ron & Barb Hilson are continuing down river. Their “home port” in the
Pensacola area was ravaged by hurricanes, as was the house they had started to
build. 

Bob & Janet Heinz report in from Iuka, MS which is about 300 miles west of
Memphis. They are making some minor repairs to a prop shaft and making sure
they are “ship shape” for ocean travel across the Gulf. They say the locals are
treating them well and hello to everyone! 

Tim & Mar y Forsythe and the Elenahave had some rough going. They lost
some paddles on the wheel and had some engine trouble. They are wintering in
Columbus, Mississippi and will resume their voyage next spring.

Goodbye to Jack & Dottie Merwin, they left for sunnier climates the week of
October 11th. See you next year!

I’m also sad to report the death of Bud Hamm on Saturday, October 23rd. Bud
had a little fishing boat in our harbor that he used almost every day. He wasn’t a
fancy person, and he didn’t have a fancy boat, but in many ways he represented
what we all love about the river. Bud always had a kind word and ready fishing
advice. We’ll all miss seeing him.

FOR SALE

1976 33’Carver
Mariner. Twin 351
V8 (port engine
new), new toilet
& holding tank, 3
burner stove &
oven, new carpet-
ing, large 12/110v
refrigerator/freez-

er, nice mahogany interior. $15,000 with slip
cover. John Schonebaum 651-646-2069

Wanda

Undercurrents

FOR
SALE

1985 28’
Bayliner
Contessa

10’ wide, single 260 volvo, Bennette
trim tabs, 2 burner stove, sink,
bath/shower, dinette, enclosed canvas
& bimini top, depth finder, CD, VHF,
fenders, shorepower cord - EVERY-
THING! $15,400 call Myles at 651-
266-2284 or 651-645-2275

FOR SALE

CAPTAIN’S
DELIGHT,
1976 33’
Carver
Mariner. 12’

beam, flybridge, twin 255 hp engines, 6.5 KW
gen set, VHF radio. Sleeps  8, hot water, full
head w/stand up shower, many extras. COMES
WITH COVERED SLIP Don Folsom 651-
784-7840

Another boating season has ended.  Thanks to
all boat owners.  The pull out season went
very smoothly.  Special thanks to Pat and the
guys in the yard for a job well done.  I am
always proud of how we handle boats here at
the yacht club.  Take a look at some other
marinas and you will see what I mean.  Please
get your stuff off of your boats right away and
cover it.  This seems to be our best security
measure.  Close the gate behind you as you
leave the yard in the late afternoon.    

The board will meet in early November to
finalize the 2005 budget.  There is a By Law
Committee, chaired by Tom Mega, working to
"tune up" the By Laws.  Members will be
informed when the final draft is complete.
Check out the new web page for the club.
(stpaulyachtclub.org)  Special thanks to Sandy
Demontille and Roger for getting us up and
running.  Your ideas for the web page are
appreciated.  

We are sad to report the passing of Bud
Hamm.  He was the man in the small boat with
the large American flag.  He was frequently on
the river, often with his grandson.  Bud will be
missed.  We also note the passing of Father
Jim Needham who was a live aboard boater
some years ago.  Our thoughts and prayers
reach out to their memories and their families.  

Pencil in the holiday party to be held at the
Pool and Yacht Club.  We need these events to
get us through the unmentionable season.   

See you on the river,   

Greg Den Bleyker - Commodore

- Commodore’ s Repor t -



- U59 Scuttlebutt -

As I write this article, the last of the summer boats
are being lifted from the water and put to rest in
the boat yard. This is the case every year at this
time, but this year we will put to rest one of our
boaters also.
Bud Hamm
who had a
small fishing
boat in the
upper harbor
died this week.
Everyone on
the north dock
I’m sure has seen Bud, maybe talked to him as he
headed to or from his boat. A tall, thin, slightly
hunched over, weathered man who came down to
the river daily it seemed.  He never attended meet-
ings of any kind, which I know of, or any events
except for one this past summer. Bud had the
smallest boat and the largest American flag in our
boat parade prior to the Grand Excursion. Three
generations with him, his son, and his grandson
where on board that day and most other days too.
I envied Bud, not because of his boat or contribu-
tions to the club, but because I think he loved this
river more than any of us.  

Website –the SCYC website is up. Check it out at
stpaulyachtclub.org. Give use your feedback. This
is work in progress and we would like to hear your
opinion. Thanks again to Sandy Demontille for her
work on this project. 

Security – Now that the boats are in the yard we
need to think about getting all the valuables off,
getting them covered and keeping the gate closed
going into the yard. If you are in the area, make a
pass through. If you see anything suspicious call
the police. Do not confront anyone.

Last – 2004 was one hell of a season. I don’t know
if we will see another like it for a while. Thanks to
everyone who participated and contributed in
whatever way you did. If you didn’t have fun this
season…check your pulse.    

With that said…let’s go boating!

By the time you read this I’m
sure your boat will be out of the
water, or if you live down here
like me you will be preparing for
the long cold winter ahead. One
of the things that makes boating
so special is that there is such a
big chunk of the year when you
can’t do it...it makes those sunny
June days seem that much more
wonderful. Take comfort from the
knowledge that they will be back.

As the year comes to a close, I want to thank everyone who
joined in for this season’s social events - and especially  those
who rolled up their sleeves and helped out. They say you get out
of life what you put in, and the SPYC is like that too. You can
pay for a slip, put your boat in it, and leave it at that - a lot
boaters do - and that’s fine. But there’s more that goes on down
here if you just choose to join in.

I also want to thank the Yacht Club staff. Pat Michaud has helped
me out with social events this year more times than Ican list.
Roger Anderson helps keep me organized, and that’s no easy
task. 
Rick Kappelhoff and Doug Husak are kind of “behind the
scenes” guys, but they’re always there when something breaks,
or to help set things up. 

Anyhoo...we have a great social opportunity to take your mind
off the upcoming dark days of winter. Please join us for the
Club’s annual Christmas Party on Sunday, December12th at
the St. Paul Pool and Yacht Club in Lilydale. We’ll meet at 4:00
p.m. for cocktails and Christmas carols around the piano. Dinner
will be a Italian style buffet starting at 5:00 p.m. 

Menu:
Caesar Salad

Fresh Fruit Display
Marinated Vegetable Pasta Salad

Spaghetti with Marinara Sauce
Chicken Picatta
Fettuccini Alfredo
Seasonal Vegetables

Garlic Bread

You will be receiving a
mailed invitation 

shortly...please RSVPas
quick as you can.

HO HO HO!!
SEEYOU THERE!

Rich’s 
Partytown
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The Club has a new website which can be 
found at stpaulyachtclub.org

Thanks to the efforts of member Sandy Demontille, the SPYChas a website that
can be found at the address listed above. The site features club documents, back
issues of the A&L, calendar/meeting dates, board information, and more!

Check often for updates!

A short history of the SPYC in T-Shirts....................by Peter Kramer
1990 - The good
old days when
finding Dick
Kreamer was our
only problem (pre
cell phone) and a
really big boat was
46 feet.

1992 -
Celebrating
that wonderful
view of the
city from
above the high
bridge.

1993 Flood - We held firm in spite
of the city officials asking us to
leave. This was also the coldest
summer of recent times

1995 -
Celebration
of the new
Wabasha
Bridge

1996 - Celebration of Harriet Island (this has
become our un-official club tee...should we
make it official?)

2001 Flood -
A flood t-shirt,
and then
another for the
second crest 

2004 -
Celebrating
“Grand
Excursion”


