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May Calendar

Commodore’s Ball Saturday, May 8th at 6:30 pm Padelford Landing
New Boater Orientation Saturday, May 15th at 10 a.m. Wigington Pavilion
Marina Cleanup Day Saturday, May 22nd at 9 a.m. SPYC Boatyard
TGIF Friday, May 28th at 7 p.m. Camp Clubhouse
Memorial Day Steak Fry Monday, May 31st 3 p.m. Camp Clubhouse
All Boats Launched Tuesday, June 1 SPYC Boatyard
General Meeting* Tuesday, June 8th at 7:30 pm Wigington Pavilion
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ANCHOR & LINE
The Saint Paul Yacht Club was founded in 1912 as the Saint Paul Motor Boat Club for the purpose of fostering a greater interest in
motor boating and the Mississippi River.  In 1934 the club adopted its present name, S.P.Y.C., and continues more than 90 years of
service to its members and the community.

St.PaulYachtClub
Dedicated to safe and affordable boating through cooperative efforts...

FOUNDED 1912

100 Yacht Club Rd. B-1, St. Paul, MN 55107

Anchor & Line
S.P.Y.C.
100 Yacht Club Road, B1
Saint Paul  MN 55107
651-292-8964

Please submit articles, stories, photos,
etc. to the Editor, S.P.Y.C., 100 Yacht
Club Road B-1 Saint Paul,  MN 55107
E-mail: Office@spyc-mn.org
Web:http://stpaulyachtclub.org

Deadline
Articles must be submitted by the 
25th of the month for publication the
following month. 

Roger Anderson, Editor

...the boat? Umm...sure...it’ s ready to
launch anytime you guys want...



From the Management...

As all of you are aware, our clubhouse - the General - has
left and unfortunately, it took two bathrooms/ showers
with it that we relied on to service our members and tran -
sients We are planning the following changes until our
new clubhouse is fully functional:

We added a shower to the bathroom in the club’s office
trailer and installed an old lockset from the General so
anyone with a marina key can enter. There will be locked
inside doors so we can maintain a secure office and histo -
ry center/storage area. I expect this to ready by the time
you read this. The gas dock is installed and the
shower/bathroom on that is functional too, but we will be
remodeling that also, to be done by May 10th or so. If
warranted, we will provide an additional portable toilet at
the east end of the lot by the office. This would serve
“camp clubhouse” as well.

I'm also pleased to announce that we now have full cable
tv service available in the upper harbor (it has been avail -
able in the lower harbor for some time) and if you are
interested, our contact person is Nate Peterson at 651-
248-3561 or Nathan_Peterson @cable.comcast.com. He
can answer any questions you might have, sign you up
and even come down and turn on your connection - often
the same day. The same service will be provided to the
Dahlgren dock however the rollout date is some time
away. You may also notice some improvements in the
WiFi speeds as we now have a high speed internet feed
for the upper harbor system (it's been on a DSL line).
Speaking of the WiFI system, I’ve had a few calls from

people with problems. We’ve had equipment issues over
the winter and the system is not working up to standards
- we’ve replaced some components and we’re trying to
track down all the issues and we’ll make whatever
changes needed to improve it. We may add more nodes
and we may hardwire some parts of the system that are
currently RF driven. I would also mention that there is a
detailed “user’s manual” for the system that will help you
configure your devices to work with it. It’s available either
printed or I can e-mail you a copy. 

PAY your bill if you have not. The deadline for the sum -
mer slip balance was April 15th, over two weeks ago.
There are still a substantial number of boaters who have
not paid their balances and have not contacted me to dis -
cuss options. 

PUT your boat in the right slip if it ain’t right now.

GET your boat inspected. Denny Sando at 612-720-8657
is your point man on this. We have set aside the weekend
of XXX to have a whole crew of inspectors on site. 

GAS DOCK is in place and operational. The pumpout
system is running and gas is available. We will start the
scheduled attendants on the 15th, 10-6 Saturdays, and
12-6 Sundays through May. We are, of course,  open dur -
ing weekday business hours as well, just give us a call at
651-292-8964. If you need gas at any other times, call me
and we’ll find a way to accommodate you. Gas is $3.50 per
gallon at this time.

Roger

- Commodore’ s Repor t -

03-22-10 St. Paul Yacht Club Board Meeting 
 

Board Members present: 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Roger Anderson: Present. Guests Present: None 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:03 PM. 
 
Flood report – the water is coming up. Expecting 16.8 to 19.5, crest on Thursday. Expect the water to recede enough next 
week to start launching some of the boats now stored on the road. We had a harbor tug break up as much ice as possible in 
the upper harbor for room to set boats.  
We have power only on the shoreside upper harbor docks. We hired Cross-Country Boat Transport to help move boats to 
safety, they charged $3650. We have a security detail to patrol the boats on the road in the evenings. We expect boats to 
still be on the road for 10 to 15 days. The finance committee will determine what, if any, assessments are needed to cover 
the flood expenses. We will try to keep Tom and Rick on full time during this time. 
We currently have 2 slips open in the upper harbor, 2 on the Dahlgren dock. 
 
Operations – everything went well during the move. There was some slight damage to a few boats. We need to make sure 
the people working on their boats on the road keep the areas clean, especially when painting or bottom cleaning. 
 
Clubhouse – the committee will be meeting each month. We paid a 10% deposit on the building some we could get 
engineering drawings so we are sure the wall supports are properly designed and placed on the platform. We will start 
working on a strategy for finishing the inside of the clubhouse. The goal is to have a functional clubhouse this season. It 
may not be completely finished, but the basic amenities (plumbing and electrical) should be complete. 
 
Social – he’s too tired and preoccupied with the flood to do much planning. The Commodore’s Ball is May 8. There is an 
April 16 deadline for application for Flugtag, the Red Bull fly-off. Tom is working on packing up the contents of the 
“General”  
 
Marketing – working on transient packets and info. We need to determine the eligibility for Life Membership. Roger is to 
make a list for the April meeting. We will be concentrating on memberships this year. 
 
Green committee – no report. 
 
Commodore’s report - the lease extension is going before the city council, we expect it to pass without problems. 
 
Gordy and Roger met with Gary Korum from the city. There may be money to dredge the harbor, perhaps some FEMA 
funds available due to the flood. 
 
The Hard Dock Café will probably be leaving. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:10 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted; Dennis Sando, Secretary 
 

Commodore Vice 
Comm 

Secretary Treasurer Board Board Board Board Board Board Past 
Comm 

Gordy Jim Dennis Jerry Mark Tom Marc Fran Dave MJ Peter 
Mergens Johnson Sando Quaal Mosby Marrone Denn Potvien McCusik Babcock Kramer 

GM JJ DS JQ MM TM MD FP DM MJ PK 
X X X X X X X X X X X 

Here we go; the boating season is starting to heat up. The
flood is behind us, the boats are off the street and everyone
is getting settled in their own slips. That is the good news.
The bad news is there is going to be a flood assessment of
$50 for additional costs incurred. This is half of what we
have assessed in the past.

The summer events are at the door step. Next week is the
Commodore’s Ball, at which I hope to see most of you. Then
our new boater orientation the following week. Then the
Memorial Day feast at the end of the month. Taste just
announced their plans; the new owners have made some
changes getting back to the original concept and away from
the carnival. If it works for them, it works for us in the form of
transient business. Anyway it is time to start having some
fun around here. Remember to keep it safe.  

Patty and I just got a golden retriever pup named Gibson.
We are training it to be a boat dog and for 15 weeks he is
not bad. There are several other new pups on the docks
also. Last season the club had a few issues with dogs, actu-
ally owners of dogs.  If you are an owner, please take some

time to review the clubs standing rules for pets. We could
still have problems, but let’s not make it because rules were
not followed. 

Remember the clubs motto is ‘Safe and affordable boating’.
The board has taken care of the affordable part; we have not
increased rates in the past two years. It’s up to you, the
boaters, to keep things safe. Please schedule your safety
check today and get the paperwork to the office. We had
about 70% cooperation last year and hope to have 100%
this year. I and the boats next to you thank you for doing
this.

In closing I just want to make sure everyone is satisfied with
the SPYC. If you have any kind of an issue, get in touch with
the office. Trust me, Roger and his staff will do their best to
resolve the problem. Your problem will go nowhere if you are
telling it to the guy next to you (unless of course it’s Roger). 

With that said…let’s go boating. 

Gordy



Greetings Fellow Yacht Club  Members!
AHOY ALL MEMBERS!!! The Commodore’s ball is coming the 8th of May and the boating season
is officially getting under way!!  The next month is time to get your boats and our marina is shape
for the summer. New boater orientation will be on Sat. May 15th at the Wigington in the park, the
social committee will be serving a light luncheon afterwards. Stop in  and meet the newest mem-
bers and say hello. May 22nd is the marina clean up day, starts at 9 am all volunteers are needed
lets " git er done then we'll have some fun!!" the social committee is going to fire up
the BIG GRILL and you never know what savory delights we'll be serving.

Fashions are in - stop by the office to see them. There are denim shirts ,fleece vests,
pullover hoodies, hats ,can koozies, and more all priced just over our cost. Support your
Yacht Club and wear your favorite fashions with our logo on your own style clothing
deadline is May 15th cost is $10.00. Just bring your NEW item to the office and we'll send
them out to be immortalized with the St Paul Yacht Club logo (please leave tag on item for
fabric info).

The next T.G.I.F. is on Friday May 28th followed by the ANNUAL STEAK FRY ON MEMORIAL
DAY May 31st, we'll be cookin’ from 3 to 7 pm bring the family and all your friends. We'll have
some games to play and be doing some raffles for fund raising.

The loss of the GENERAL leaves us with out a clubhouse. So introducing "CAMP CLUBHOUSE 2010". We are putting up a
temporary clubhouse for the season in the yard by the office soon. Stop by and take a look next week, it promises to be a
fun alternative! Volunteers are needed for all events, please contact me to offer your help cell 651-356-2182 or my email at
thomasmarrone@msn.com. also if you are interested in hosting a party on your dock please let us know to see how the
social club can help you!

LOOKING FORWARD TO A SEASON OF FUN!! LETS ROCK ON IN THE SUN!

THOMAS MARRONE, AKA:THE CONTINENTAL, AKA:CAPTAIN ADVENTURE

We'll See ya on the River!!       
Thomas Marrone
651-488-3035 home
651-356-2182 cell
tgmarrone@gmail.com business

Clubhouse Report – 4/26/10 
 

The clubhouse committee met on 4/22/10.  In attendance were; Mark Mosby, Richard 
Felsheim  Roger Anderson and Jim Johnson.  Also present were Gary Weckwerth and 
Elliot Christensen from the Morton Company. 
 
 1.  At this time the Morton Co. is in a holding pattern as far as beginning the 
manufacture of the building.  They need to see an approval letter from the city or a permit 
of some sort.  Roger has been trying to reach our new lawyer, Brian Alton, but has not 
received any return calls or emails.  Roger requested that Jim Johnson should try and 
reach Brian and get the process moving.   
  2.  The final plans were discussed and they should be in our hands within 2 weeks.  The 
8 foot overhang was discussed and Mark will have a plate installed which will run the 
length of the 80 foot platform which faces east.  This plate will support the fixtures for 
the vertical posts which will be under the overhand. 
   3. Once we receive approval from the city it will take 4 weeks to manufacture the 
building and 3 to 4 weeks to construct it on our platform. 
  4. In accordance with OSHA, we will be installing temporary railings around the 
perimeter of the platform with a minimum of 42 inches in height and able to stand the 
weight of a 200 lb. person leaning against it.  We will be supplying dock sections all 
around the perimeter of the platform.  Morton will supply the anchor fixtures for the 
vertical posts and we will install them as per their spacing requirements.  
   5. We discussed colors for the roof and sides and decided to stay very close to the 
rendering colors which were proposed by our designer Al Jessen.  Dark blue roof and 
aqua sides with a darker green on the 4 foot wainscoat. 
  6. A door was discussed and voted on for a side entrance to the laundry area.  It will be 
installed on the wall that faces the well.  Entering from the outside, the door will swing in 
and to the left. 
 7.  The platform will be moved as close to the well as possible for access to Mortons 
crane and staging area.  We may need to supply a boat and motor for possible access for 
the workers.  We will also supply fire extinguishers, life jackets and other safety items. 
 8.  After the Morton people left the bathrooms and holding tanks were discussed.  Mark 
has literature from Shurflow which shows that we can install toilets, showers and sinks 
and not have to do any under floor plumbling.  We also discussed the gallonage of the 
holding tank and Mark thinks a 50 gallon tank would suffice.  We may install it under the 
counter in the men’s bathroom or in the laundry.  TBD. 
 9.  Jim met with Peter Kramer prior to the meeting to discuss flooring options.  Peter 
thinks wood flooring is not the best way to go with the humidity and temperature 
conditions that will exist.  He recommended looking at a product call Marmoleum.  Jim 
stopped at Seestedts and picked up a few samples.  The salesman at Seestedts also agreed 
that wood is not the best choice in this situation.  He could however supply us with 
whatever we decided on whether it be wood, Marmoleum or tile. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jim Johnson  
  

SPYC 
Bling Bazaar

Hats.......................$15
Vests.......................$35
Tote Bags................$12
Denim Shirts..........$25
Nylon Pullovers.......$30
Polo Shirts..............$20
Can Koozies............$2

IN STOCK NOW!

SPYC 
Bling Bazaar

Want your own item personalized with a logo? Call for det ails!



Cr ui si
ng t he Fl o r i da I n t er cost al

On March 2nd, 2010 Iflew down to Pensacola, which is the winter home of
the Barron, and owners Ron &Barb Hilson of the Miller dock.  Ron 
and Ispent 6 days cruising the Intercostal Waterway as far as Port St. Joe,
a round trip distance of about 320 miles.

As you can imagine, life can be hard for a boat in
Florida. Year ‘round use, heat and humidity, blistering
sun, powerful storms, and salt water all combine to age
boats fast. Economic pressures also probably factor in
and as a result, there are a large number of derelict and
abandon boats through out the intercostal. It’s becoming
a serious problem for the state of Florida as it of course
costs a good deal to collect and properly dispose of
them. Some are pretty obvious as to why they were
abandoned...some look pretty serviceable still. I’m sure
there’s a great story behind each one.

We met up with a friend of Ron’s from doing
the great loop, Jim Stark. He was wintering
over in Port St. Jo so the three of us drove
down to Apalachicola for an afternoon. More
than 90% of Florida’s oyster harvest comes
from the surrounding bay and there is a lot of
commercial oystering activity here. The town
itself is very quaint and kind of touristy, sort
of like Stillwater. I have to say I like oysters
on the half shell and they were very cheap
and very fresh. You can get some idea of the
volume by the pile of shells above - which are
also used in road construction

On our run from Panama City to Port St. Jo we
ran “outside” of the Intercostal in the Gulf of
Mexico proper. I’ve never been on the ocean in a
small boat and it was always fun to look off into
the west and see nothing but water off into the
horizon. Fortunately the weather was extremely
favorable, about 60 degrees and virtually no wind
- we could have motored for days out in the big
water under conditions like that. 

Something that Iwasn’t used to
seeing was fish the size of people
with large dorsal fins swimming
around. We saw Dolphins all over,
usually swimming in pairs.
Sometimes they would follow the
boat and seemed to like playing in
the wakes. Mariner’s lore is that
they bring good luck, which we
experienced on our trip anyway.

We were never out of sight
of land, but you may won-
der how you would navigate
if you were out farther in
the Gulf, or running at night
- not to mention all the
unfamiliar territory you
would go through on the
way down to Florida and
back up. The answer is to
employ one of the several
available GPS charting pro-

grams on a laptop computer. The BARRON has two complete redundant set ups,
each with a GPS feed that shows real time positioning on charts as you move. The
charts show all danger areas, marker buoys, shallows, ports, etc. Coupled with the
BARRON’s radar and auto pilot you can safely navigate under virtually any weath-
er condition including night running and zero visibility fog. Ron has the BARRON
set up very well and Ilearned the nav “tricks” pretty quickly. 

by 
Roger
Anderson


