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New Boater Orientation Saturday, May 3rd at 10:00 a.m. On the General
Commodore’s Ball Saturday, May 17th at 6:30 p.m. Paddleford Landing
Boat Inspection Day All Day SPYC Boatyard
Board Meeting Monday, May 26th at 7:00 p.m. SPYC Office
Memorial Day Chicken Feed Saturday, May 31st at 4:00 p.m. SPYC Boatyard
General Meeting Tuesday, June 10th at 7:30 p.m. On the General
Wayve Becher 50th Party Sunday June 22nd at 1:00 p.m. SPYC Docks*
Board Meeting Monday, June 23rd at 7:00 p.m. SPYC Office

*Not sure of the exact location, will either be on the City Dock or on the SPYC Gas Dock.
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ANCHOR & LINE
The Saint Paul Yacht Club was founded in 1912 as the Saint Paul Motor Boat Club for the purpose of fostering a greater interest in
motor boating and the Mississippi River.  In 1934 the club adopted its present name, S.P.Y.C., and continues more than 90 years of
service to its members and the community.

St.PaulYachtClub
Dedicated to safe and affordable boating through cooperative efforts...

FOUNDED 1912

100 Yacht Club Rd. B-1, St. Paul, MN 55107

Anchor & Line
S.P.Y.C.
100 Yacht Club Road, B1
Saint Paul  MN 55107
651-292-8964

Please submit articles, stories, photos,
etc. to the Editor, S.P.Y.C., 100 Yacht
Club Road B-1 Saint Paul,  MN 55107
E-mail: SPYClub@qwest.net
Web:http://stpaulyachtclub.org

Deadline
Articles must be submitted by the 
25th of the month for publication the
following month. 

Roger Anderson, Editor
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Mrs. Adventure Here with
Social committee updates!

Just a reminder, all of you
who have not sent in your
RSVPS for the
Commodores Ball, are due
in Friday the 9th of May.
We will be having an early
drop off at 10:00- 10:30
p.m. for those of you who
do not want to stay out
late!  So come an enjoy the
dancing, friends, food, fun
and the river!!

The Chicken feed will be on Saturday May 31st, from 4:00
to 7:00 p.m..  The cost is $10 for Adults and $5 for children
10 and under. Come join us and see old friend and make
new ones too!!

Come join us on crosby beach for our first Sunday Fun
Day, June 8th (providing there is a beach to pull up to shore
on), We start between 12:00 - 1:00 and usually play until
7:00 - 8:00.  It's a great way for you new boaters to get to
know some of us who have been around a while!!  Stop in
and say Hi or spend the day with us!!!

Don't forget Wayve's 50th Anniversary Open House on June
22nd from 2:00 to 6:00 p.m.. More details to follow in June
A&L.

Any new Ideas for me, contact me at:
juliemarrone@msn.com or (651) 488-3035

Mrs. 
Adventure

- U69 Scuttlebutt - 

Do you remember the old SPYC Parade Float?
What year was it built, and b y whom? What hap-
pened to  it? Did you ever ride on it? If you have
any infor mation for us, please contact Penny
Miller b y e-mail at pensmiles@aol.com OR by
snail mail at 22 7 Prescott St., St. Paul, MN 55 107.
Thanks!

the 
SPYC Float

the His tor y My ster y 
of t he Mont h is...

NOTES FROM THE YARD DOG!!

WELL THE GAS DOCK IS IN AND OPERATIONAL ,THE
PUMPOUTS ARE READY TO PUMP, AND THE WORK
BOAT IS RUNNING GREAT!! THE WEATHER IS GOING TO
CLEAR SO WE CAN LAUNCH THE REST OF OUR FLEET
!!  JUST A FEW REMINDERS TO ALL YOU SKIPPERS OUT
THERE TO MAKE YOUR SPLASH A SMOOTH OPERA-
TION. 

YOU NEED TO PREP YOUR BOAT FOR LAUNCH, THAT
MEANS HAVING 4 - YES 4 - DOCK LINES ON YOUR
CLEATS AND MAKE THEM LONGER THAN YOUR ARM
AND THICKER THAN YOUR SHOESTRING!!  YES IT IS
IMPORTANT WE SHOULD NOT HAVE TO SEARCH YOUR
BOAT FOR THEM. HATCHES SHOULD BE CLEAR OF
OBSTRUCTIONS. WE DON'T LIKE MOVING YOUR LUG-
GAGE AND FURNITURE TO LOOK IN YOUR BILGE. BAT-
TERIES HOOKED UP AND THE "AUTOMATIC" SWITCH
"ON" FOR YOUR BILGE PUMPS, SO YOU DON'T SINK!!!!
AND FINALLY HANG YOUR BUMPERS WHERE YOU
WANT THEM AND YOUR LAUNCH WILL GO SMOOTH

THERE IS STILL A BUNCH OF UNIDENTIFIED BOATING
RELATED AND NOT RELATED "JUNK" AROUND THE
YARD. THIS IS YOUR SECOND WARNING, IT WILL BE
GONE !! WE ARE NOT A STORAGE FACILITY. IF IT IS
IMPORTANT TO YOU YOU SHOULD ACT ON THIS
NOTICE WE WILL NOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR
YOUR LOSS .

THE SECURITY OF ALL BOATS IS STILL A CONCERN
EVEN WHILE THE YARD IS BUSY. IF YOU ARE WORKING
ON YOUR BOAT AND HAVE A LADDER THAT IS NOT
LOCKED TO YOUR STANDS IT WILL BE CONFISCATED
AND LOCKED IN THE SHOP AND HELD FOR RANSOM.
THE RANSOM WILL BE DETERMINED BY THE VALUE OF
THE LADDER ,STARTING WITH A 6 PAK AND UP TO A
CASE FOR A GOOD ONE!! (GOT TO KEEP THE YARD
DOGS STOCKED WITH BREW!!)

REMEMBER THAT WE ARE HERE TO HELP YOU HAVE A
GREAT EXPERIENCE AND TO PROTECT YOUR INVEST-
MENT. CALL THE OFFICE  WHEN YOU NOTICE SOME-
THING AMISS AND ALSO TO KEEP US INFORMED OF
YOUR LAUNCH
SITUATION . 

ALSO CLEAN UP
AFTER YOUR-
SELF!!! OR, LET
US KNOW WHEN
YOUR MOTHER IS
COMING TO PICK-
UP AFTER
YOU!!

TANK YOU

THE YARD DOG!!

The summer boats are being launched although the weather has not
been that great yet. There is a lot of activity in the yard and not all
of it good. The break-ins have stopped partly due to members doing
watches in the yard and party due to the fact the all of the boats
have been boarded. Operations is looking at security options.

Cleanup –We had a good turnout for the clean up last month. The
weather was not the best, but our members are. Thanks to everyone
who showed up.

Pay your bil l – We still have about 4,000 in receivables from last
year to collect. If you owe the club any amount, please pay it
promptly. Things go so much better when bills are paid on time.
Thank you for your full cooperation on this issue. 

Slips – We have about 24 slips open and transient dockage. We need
to fill our slips to pay the bills. The $100 finder fee is still paid to
anyone who recruits a boater to slip at the SPYC.      

Operations Committee– The committee is meeting the third
Wednesday of the month at 5pm, anyone is welcome to join us.

There was an uproar about a boat that was demolished and recon-
structed in the lower harbor. The office was aware of the project and
approved it to be done in the water due to lack of space in the boat
yard at this time. The work was done quickly and in a responsible
manner. We apologize for any inconvenience it might have caused.
It would be nice to see this much attention given to boats in the har-
bor that are not being worked on, and should be.

Check out the refurbished workboat with the new engines. Rick,
Tom and Greg have it looking great.

One of our standing rules is that boats must be able to move
under their own power. This is an issue that will be addressed this
month. You maybe asked to demonstrate that your boat meets these
criteria. If it does not, you will be given a time frame to correct the
problem. Boats need to run under their own power in case of an
emergency or situations like dredging which will happen soon. 

Vessel Safety Checks – It is time to get your vessel checked in
2008. Please get the report into the office to be recorded. If you
have not had a check performed on you boat, you need to get this
done. This is now a standing rule that operations is enforcing. The
club is requiring that each boat have a current survey, or a safety
inspection performed by either the coastguard auxiliary (free) or
staff (charge) and proof that the boat meets minimum requirements
of Fire Extinguishers, Ventilation, Backfire Flame Control (if appli-
cable), Marine Sanitation Devises (No discharge of untreated waste
possible), Overall Vessel condition: Clean bilge, electrical system,
fuel system, No automotive parts. Not complying with this rule
could impede your launch or your lease. Every boat needs to get this
done NOW! 

With that said…Lets go boating! Gordy

Dredging News
Here’s the latest news on the dredging situation. The Corps of Engineers
has made a contract award to Newt Marine of Dubuque, Iowa to do the
dredging in this area and they will be doing our harbor. I have yet to
speak with them directly or set up a schedule, however the COE has
given me indications that it will be sometime in June, certainly not before
then. As much as we would like to be doing this before our harbor is full
of boats, we have to move forward, launch boats, and get our season
going regardless of the unpredictable schedule. When the date to actually
start digging arrives, we’ll just have to move boats and do whatever it

takes to get our harbor clear at that time. There’s no other way. As I find out more specific information I will make
it available.

So, we’re looking to launch boats and get everyone out to their proper slip no matter what harbor you are in. I
realize the weather has been uncooperative and many people are behind in prepping bottoms, painting, etc.
Hopefully that will start to turn around.

One note of good news is that we’ve established that the COE can do a hydrological study for us and use part of
the funds that have already been committed to the SPYC. Although I don’t have a timetable on that project yet
either, it should streamline the process to have it all done by the COE. I believe it will also give the study a level
of authority and expertise that everyone is looking for.

Roger



CALLIST O - HOMEWARD BOUND
by Jim Johnson - UH80

By the time you read this article we will be back in our slip
at the SPYC.  This has been a great 7 month journey and we
are truly blessed for the opportunities that have been given
to us.  Here is a synopsis of our return  trip from the Naval
Base Marina in Pensacola to St. Paul.

We left Ron and Barb Hilson in Pensacola on March 12th
and cruised via the intercoastal to Mobile Bay and the Dog
River Marina.  On the way we stopped at LuLu's Restaurant
and had a quick lunch.  LuLu is Jimmy Buffet's sister and
the restaurant is located on the intercoastal between
Pensacola and Mobile Bay.  

Leaving Dog River Marina on the 13th we headed up the
Tombigbee Waterway and made it to Columbus, MS on the
18th.  We anchored out 5 nights in a row before arriving at
Columbus and made fuel stops at Bobby's Fish Camp and
Demopolis Yacht Basin. 

On the 25th we left Columbus and headed up the TennTom.
We stopped at Midway Marina and picked up some cheap
gas and spent the night.  The following day we made it up to
Grand Harbor Marina.  This was the last stop before entering
the Tennessee River.  At Grand Harbor we used their cour-
tesy car and drove to Tupelo, MS to see the birth house and
museum of Elvis.  We also drove over to Memphis and took
the Graceland tour.  What an experience.  

We entered the Tennessee River in a thunderstorm but as we
entered the lock the rain stopped and we had a nice lock-
down.  Traveling down river we stopped at Clifton Marina
and Pebble Isle Marina before arriving at Kentucky Dam
Marina.  We spent six nights there and then decided to brave
the high water and swift current on the Ohio and Mississippi
Rivers.   As we approached Cairo, ILwe were getting 13
mph at 1500 rpm's and getting 1 ½ miles per gallon.  When
we turned up the Mississippi our speed dropped to 5 mph
and the fuel flow showed ½ mile per gallon.  We continued

up the Mississippi for 22 miles and dropped anchor at
Brown's Chute.  The current was so high that the props con-
tinued to turn.  I put visegrips on the flange bolts on each
drive shaft and that stopped the rotation.  Peace and quiet on
the Old Miss.

We stopped  at Cape Girardeau, MO the next day and put 75
gallons of gas in our aft tank.  That's when our troubles
began.  There was five gallons of water in the gas.  The
owner of Kidd's Fuel Service came back and helped pump
the water out but he couldn't get it all.  When we added
ethanol fuel to the tank a cocktail was formed that plugged
the fuel/water filters.  We limped up to Hoppies Marina in
Kimmswick, MO and began the process of pumping out the
bottom of the tank.  We pumped out 30 more gallons before
I felt comfortable in using the fuel.  I would suggest that you
never buy fuel in Cape Girardeau.

Because of this delay we missed the deadline for getting
through St. Louis harbor.  We had to spend an extra 5 days at
Hoppies before the river opened up again.  The river was
closed because of the flooding and high current.  Once the
river opened up we headed north but at a speed of ½ mph
and a fuel burn of ½ mpg.  OUCH!!!!

We worked our way north until we got to lock 19 at Keokuk,
IA.  We arrived there at 10:30 am and was told that the lock
was closed until 7:00 pm.  We hung on the lock wall all day
and at 7:05 pm we entered the lock.  After being lifted to the
top they told us the jack screw had fallen and we had to be
let down again.  They brought a small tow into the chamber
with us and he tied up to the jack screw.  As we were lifted
up the jack screw came up with us and was then refastened.
They lowered the door at 9:15 and we proceeded upstream
to the Keokuk Yacht Club.

The rest of the trip was uneventful except for the flooding
and fast current.  We arrived back in St. Paul on Sat. the
26th of April.  Glad to be home and happy to see old friends.
We will do this again if given the chance.

Jim & Sharon 

It's Spring!!!, well almost Spring, so as we
head back to the river for another season
of boating, our 96th, let's reflect on who we are.  In 1912
some very smart fellows took advantage of the boating
opportunities on this grand river in the valley described in
"Democracy in America, 1868" as follows, "all things consid-
ered, the valley of the Mississippi is the most magnificent
habitation ever prepared by God for man."

Call me crazy, but I think that justifies your slip fees.

In a few short years our club will be 100 years old; a hun-
dred years of river stories, floods, droughts, impossible sand
bars, barges banging bridges, famous names, like Gar
Wood, Mayo, Gordy Miller, John O'Brien, our first com-
modore and "Diesel" Pete, Ms. Becher, apJones;
DenBleyker; Kline, Dahlgren, Zastrow, Draine, Miller again,
and on and on.....all of this is now being collected by our
hard working History Committee operating from their new
headquarters, "The Upper Mississippi River History Center"
located in the yacht club offices building.  This grand effort at
collecting and documenting will culminate in a book to be

published in 2012, our centennial.  Wow!
That's where we've been, so where are
we going?  We have worked hard on the
dredging issue and based on our latest
communications the "corps" plans to be
up here late spring early June. 

We had a successful, well attended orien-
tation with new slip holders and met lots of
great new boaters. 

A water based club house committee is
forming and will be proceeding a pace; you will be kept
abreast of all decisions and recommendations - meanwhile
the General is floating and will most likely get AC for
Summer 2008.  

Our financial condition, at the moment, is good, we have
increased revenue and reduced operating costs.  W are fill-
ing flips for the summer. Later in the year, barring unfore-
seen circumstances, we will  use our new found spoils to
reduce debt.  

Board Member Jim Johnson and Lady Sharon are back from
seven months on the river, we hope to have them present
their story at a general meeting soon.  Welcome back!

Be careful out there, and respect the river. 

As you were, 

Peter Kramer, Commodore SPYC

- Commodore’ s Repor t -

NEW DIRECTORY
A new SPYC pictorial directory will be publsihed this fall by Lifetouch Directories,
and we hope you will p articip ate! Each SPYC member/family is invited to be pho -
tographed, without charge this summer . Additional photos are available at a nomi -
nal cost. Photo dates and times will be announced in the June newsletter - watch
for det ails.




