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ANCHOR & LINE
The Saint Paul Yacht Club was founded in 1912 as the Saint Paul Motor Boat Club for the purpose of fostering a greater interest in
motor boating and the Mississippi River.  In 1934 the club adopted its present name, S.P.Y.C., and continues more than 90 years of
service to its members and the community.

St.PaulYachtClub
Dedicated to safe and affordable boating through cooperative efforts...

FOUNDED 1912

Anchor & Line
S.P.Y.C.
100 Yacht Club Road, B1
Saint Paul  MN 55107
651-292-8964

Please submit articles, stories, photos,
etc. to the Editor, S.P.Y.C., 100 Yacht
Club Road B-1 Saint Paul,  MN 55107
E-mail: SPYClub@qwest.net
Web:http://stpaulyachtclub.org

Deadline
Articles must be submitted by the 
25th of the month for publication the
following month. 

Roger Anderson, Editor

ANCHOR & LINE

100 Yacht Club Rd. B-1, St. Paul, MN 55107
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June Calendar

All Covers Off Boats Sunday, May 1st SPYC Boatyard
TGIF Friday, May 6th at 6:00 p.m. On the General
General Meeting Tuesday, May 10th at 7:30 p.m. On the General
2nd Nail-A-Way Saturday, May 21st at 8:00 a.m. On the General
Commodore’s Ball Saturday, May 21st at 6:00 p.m. Paddelford Packet Boats
Board Meeting Monday, May 23rd at 7:00 p.m. SPYC Office
Memorial Day Chicken Feed Monday, May 30th at 4:00 p.m. On the General
All Boats out of Boatyard Wednesday, June 1st SPYC Boatyard
TGIF Friday, June 3rd at 6:00 p.m. On the General
New Member Orientation Saturday, June 11th 9:00 a.m. On the General
General Meeting Tuesday, June 14th at 7:30 p.m. On the General
Board Meeting Monday, June 27th at 7:00 p.m. SPYC Office



- Commodore’ s Repor t -

The Boating Skills and Seamanship class is designed to help you be a better recreational boater, to
enhance your on-the-water experience, and to be safe while boating.

This course will run on Thursdays for 8 weeks, April 21 through June 9, from 7:00 PM to 9:30 PM on
the General. Some topics will include types of boats, equipment for your boat, handling your boat, pow-
ering your boat, weather and boating, aids to navigation, rules of the road, VHF radio, inland boating,
and lines and knots.

Call Dennis Sando, 612-720-8657 formore information and to register.

US Coast Guard Auxiliary Boating Skills & Seamanship Class

SPYC Board Meeting Minutes 
Mar ch 28, 2005 7:00 p.m. at the SPYC Office

Meeting called to Order: Quorum present. Present:M.J. Babcock, Greg Den Bleyker, Liz Garland,
Anne Hofmann, George Letness, Gordy Mergens, Lee Pfeilsticker, Dennis Sando.  Staff: Roger
Anderson  Absent: Bob Draine, Dick Fischer, Terry Williams. Staff: Pat Michaud. Guests: Barbara
Haake

Reading of the Minutes:Motion made by G.M., seconded by D. S., to accept the minutes from the
February 28, 2005 meeting. Motion carried.

Open Forum: Barbara Haake presented dredging information to the Board. Included in her report was
the effect, current and future, of Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDL's) on Lake Pepin, information on
a dredging company that charges reasonable rates and 3 dredging options for Board consideration. Both
the Upper Harbor and the Lower Harbor need dredging.  The Upper Harbor is the financial responsibili-
ty of the SPYC.  Responsibility for the Lower Harbor belongs to the Army Corps of Engineers, howev-
er, the say they lack the funding to do the task. The Board will take B. Haake's information under
advisement as they make decisions regarding dredging.

Treasurer's Report: George Letness. The draft audit report and management letter was presented to the
Board. The management letter included the following recommendations: The Board should regularly
assess the antifraud processes and controls that are in place and whether they are operating as intended.
Segregation of accounting department duties: no one employee should have access to both physical
assets and the related accounting records. 

The SPYC should have a five-year financial strategic plan. Need full accounting of capitol expansion
and improvements projects. Establish a reserve account. The Board asked that the auditors be present for
our April Board meeting. G. Letness presented the current financial report. Motion made by G. D.. sec-
onded by G.M. to accept financial report. Motion carried.

Staff Report: R. Anderson presented a written staff report detailing general financial info and past due
accounts. Roger Anderson also attended the Great River Park Workshop.  The purpose of the meeting
was to bring together a variety of stakeholders within the park area to explore the next phase of devel-
opment in the 17-mile park stretch. R. Anderson also reported that the SPYC is regarded a good neigh-
bor by the surrounding stakeholders. In the goodwill department, Greg Den Bleyker reported that on a
recent visit to Florida he ran into boaters from Afton who had good things to say about the SPYC, as
they have been transient boaters at our dock. 

Lee Pheilsticker, Dick Fisher, and Dave Nelson attended another meeting convened by the City to dis-
cuss park issues. Access and parking are still considered major problems in people enjoying the park.
The committees are also looking ways to encourage people to come to Harriet Island on a more frequent
basis, not just big events.

Operations Committee:Gordy Mergens. 14 slips are still open. Capitol projects are on schedule Pat
Michaud is going to meet with Park & Rec regarding trash issues. April 1, 2005 a letter will be sent to
the membership with reminders of running motors, insurance certificates and other information that is
still needed by the office. Plan C for the Upper Harbor will be implemented.

Membership: Liz Garland. Membership meetings will be held the 3rd Thursday of the month starting
April 21st   (See the A & L for details) New boater orientation is being planned. A Skills and
Seamanship course will be offered starting April 21st.  The course will be held on the General from 7-
9:30 p.m. and will cost $40.00.  10-12 people are needed to take the course.

Social:Anne Hofmann. The social committee will meet the first Wednesday of the month.  (See A & L
for details). The first Friday TGIF parties will begin in May and will be held in June, August, September
and October. April 16th and May 21st are scheduled Nail-a-ways.  May 21st is the Commodore's Ball.
May 30th is the memorial Day Chicken fry.

Commodore's Report: Lee Pheilsticker. A Board retreat is scheduled for Saturday, April 9th from 9:00
am - NOON at Joseph's. A. Hofmann will make arrangements. River is officially open, as the first tow-
boat has made it through. Soundings are being conducted now. We will have the report in a couple
weeks. Board was also reminded to fill out their survey sheets. Grants are still being pursued for tran-
sient facilities.

Meeting Adjourned: Meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted: M.J. Babcock

Hello.  As many of you know, this month started out with the unfortunate fire in
the yard on April 12 that involved 6 boats, destroying at least two and heavily
damaging a third.  Both our SPYC staff and the fire department responded
immediately and professionally.  Thankfully, no one was injured in the fire.  The
winds were strong that day and we’re all  lucky the fire department put out the
fire so quickly and no more boats were involved.   The cause is still not known
and I urge all of us to refrain from speculating.  

This scary and sad situation prompts me to point out several safety reminders.
(1) If you see smoke,  take action right away; (2)  It is against SPYC rules to
store metal gas containers on your boat – whether on land or in the water; (3)
Disconnect power to your boat when unattended in the yard; (4) Batteries
should be disconnected for winter storage; and (5) Eliminate anything around
your boat that might create a fire hazard. 

Speaking of safety, we are fortunate to have members of the Coast Guard
Auxiliary (including Board member Dennis Sando) offering Boating Safety
classes on the General for the next 7 Thursday evenings.  Space is still available
in the classes.  Call Roger in the office to register.  I took this class about 20
years ago and thought it was really worthwhile, even for a guy who’d been
boating for 20 years at the time!    

Moving on to better news, while I’ve been at the boat yard  and in my boat shed
spending a lot of hours sanding, I’ve seen many of you getting ready to splash
your boats, too.  I know that the unseasonably warm (and welcome) weather we
had early in April makes some people anxious to get in the water.  Pat tells me
we’re on schedule with the new docks and he’ll be putting more boats in each
week now.  So, be patient, make sure your boat is really ready to float and run
before it hits the water, and be prepared for another safe and enjoyable boating
season.

I look forward to seeing you at the May General Membership meeting on May
10 and at the Commodore’s Ball on Saturday, May 21. 

Lee

SPYC New Boater Orientation
Mandatory orientation for  new members boating with the St. Paul Yacht Club will be held
Saturday, June 11, 9am-12 noon on the General. Information regarding club structure, usage of
club facilities, staff policies and  parking issues are just a few of the many topics that will be
covered at this session which has been developed to provide new members with the information
they need to have a safe and enjoyable summer in our harbors.    

-U59 Scuttlebutt- 

A dozen summer boaters where
launched on 4/21 to kick things
off for 2005. At this time we still
have 8 open slips. Again, if you
know of someone who would like
to boat out of St. Paul have him or
her call the office for information.

The next nail-away is scheduled
for May 21st. meet on the General
around 8am for assignments and
work until noon.  We got rained
out after about two hours on April
16th but we still managed to get a
lot of work done. I hope you will
have time to contribute at the next
one to make up for time lost one
the last one. This goes along way
to free up staff for the higher pri-
ority tasks. As you all know this is
a very busy time of year and any
volunteer help in the yard or office
is appreciated.   

2005 board– On April 12th, the
board had a board training/strate-
gic plan meeting. Mary Jean
Babcock Facilitated and although
we just scratched the surface, it
was three hours well spent. We
plan to continue on this at every
board meetings. 

Our Auditors attended the April
25th board meeting. This was a
great question and answer session
that will help the board formulate
the strategic plan.    

Safety –We had our third fire in
less than a year on April 12th.
This is not a very good record.
The Operations team is recom-
mending that everyone have the
Coastguard Auxiliary safety check
to help identify potential problems
on your vessel. 

The Coastguard Auxiliary will be
putting on boating classes for any-
one interested. These are essential
for new boaters. Classes will be
held Thursdays starting April 21st
and run through June 16th.  The
cost is $40.00 and is money well
spent. Call Dennis Sando at 612-
720-8657 for more details. 

With that said…let’s go boating!

Gordy Mergens

THE ISLAND 
IS CALLING!

Yes, the Island is calling! It’s time to start think-
ing about the Treasure Island Sail-A-Way. This
year’s event will be on the weekend of July 30th.
Unfortunately, we WILL NOT be able to provide
any rooms this year, so if you’re coming you will
have to stay on your boat (that’s more fun any-
way)     Wanda

Date: July 30th, 2005, Place: C dock at 6:00
p.m. for potluck supper. 

We will have the costs of the dock space very
soon, and I’m taking reservations NOWso
give me a call!

Call Wanda at 651-773-5881

Rememberlast year?



Hello from Grenada, West Indies
Hello from Grenada,West Indies. Grenada is the southernmost island in the windward chain
of islands in the eastern Caribbean.It is about 100 miles north of Venezuela and close to
Trinidad and Tobago. Grenada is known as the "spice island" because it produces 20% ofthe
world's nutmeg. The average temperature here is in the low 80s and it is always quite comfort-
able because ofthe trade winds. Yes, perfect St.Paul summer weather every day.

We're here for four months working on some damage from Hurricane Ivan,which hit
Grenada in September and "mashed everything up" as the locals would say. Our days are very
busy and we're working hard, yet there's an amazing beach 5-minutes from our house that we
visit almost every day after work. The big adjustments were getting used to the relaxed island
pace, and driving on the left-hand side ofthe road. We've adjusted.
We're also having some fantastic boating adventures. On Easter weekend we were invited to
sail in a three day regatta with some experienced sailing friends. Quite an introduction to sailing
for two rookies. It didn't take long after we left the harbor to get our 38' Bavarian sloop heeled
up on edge. This is not a sport for the meek.Just hanging on is hard, not to mention all the
rigors of tacking…grinding on the winches and trying not to get hit by the boom as the boat
comes about. By the second day our crew was working well together and we managed to keep
the boat cruising at its hull speed ofabout eight knots. In just three days we became addicted
to an expensive sport. Our fifth place finish won us more rum than we can drink while we're
here. Now we want to come back next year and try for a trophy…just for fun.

We've gotten some serious motor boating in as well. Our local friend David Williams
is a harbor pilot for Grenada's primary port, St.George's. All large vessels are required to use a
local harbor pilot when coming into port and docking. David invited us along on a couple of
assignments. Very exciting!  The first ship we brought in was a 330-foot lumber freighter. The
port authority carried us out to the ship in a rugged,half-million dollar, ocean-going speed
boat. This boat is designed for any conditions. When we got up alongside the lumber ship we
timed the waves and jumped on to a rope ladder hanging over the side. David's only comment
was, "don't make a mistake here". We signed in,met the captain,and headed up several flights
of stairs to the pilot-house. After asking for some important details such as which direction the
props turned and where the rudders were located,David took charge. He brought the ship into

port using classic commands such as "10
degrees starboard" (the crew repeated "10
degrees starboard"), "aye aye", "full astern",
etc. Very cool. Another day we brought in a
197-foot tall ship named The Yankee Clipper.
Definitely the most beautiful boat I've ever
been on.We boarded this ship at night from
another rope ladder, and it felt like stepping
back in time. Looking at the stars past the

tall, tall masts in perfect silence was very
exhilarating. The captain bought us a beer
at the ship's gorgeous teak bar after the
boat was securely moored near some
enormous cruise ships.

The Caribbean is a beau-
tiful place, especially during Minnesota's
winter. We're having a wonderful time.
We are however really looking forward to
getting back to the Mississippi River and all our friends there. When we return home in June it
should be perfect weather for taking out our 14-foot Alumacraft with the 6 horse Evinrude,
and barbequing on the bow of the houseboat.

We'll see you then!  Cheers!  
Dirk Kramer and Emily Tepe

1976 33’Carver
Mariner. Twin 351 V8
(port engine new),
new toilet &holding
tank, 3 burner stove &
oven, new carpeting,
large 12/110v refriger-
ator/freezer, nice
mahogany interior.
$15,000 with slip
cover. 

Call John Schonebaum 651-646-2069

1985 28’
Bayliner
Contessa 10’
wide, single
260 volvo,
Bennette
trim tabs, 2
burner stove,
sink,
bath/shower, dinette, enclosed canvas & bimini top,
depth finder, CD, VHF, fenders, shorepower cord -
EVERYTHING! $15,400 call Myles at 651-266-2284
or 651-645-2275

CAPTAIN’S DELIGHT, 1976 33’Carver Mariner.
12’ beam, flybridge, twin 255 hp engines, 6.5 KW
gen set, VHF radio. Sleeps  8, hot water, full head
w/stand up shower, many extras. COMES WITH
COVERED SLIP Don Folsom 651-784-7840

26’ Carver Santa
Cruz 2667 fly-
bridge cruiser. Dual
control stations,
260 hp Mercruiser
I/O, full canvas,
CD player. Very

Clean, only $13,500 Larry at 651-450-1581 or 651-

1984
Albin
Family
Cruiser
$34,500 
Sleeps 4
in two
state-
rooms,
hinged
mast, fuel

efficient .6 gph., many extras. Call Ruby at 612-623-
3223. Pictures and specs can be found at
http://www.waste.org/~february/boat/ 

1991 Searay
310/330
Sundancer.
Twin 7.4 Merc
V-drives,
excellent con-
dition.
Generator,
AC/heat,
Windlass,

Camper top, loaded with options and extras. $59,500
Don LaValle 651-451-3018

1998 28
Bayliner
2850 Ciera
Sunbridge,
7.4 Merc.
with Bravo
III Outdrive,
Dockside
Power,

Depth Finder, VHF Radio, Full Canvas. In looking around
at this boat, there is little sign of use. The upholstery, inte-
rior, cushions, bilge all look and smell new. $39,900 call
Jim Johnson at 952-475-3151.

Sunshine Notes
We are sorry to hear of the death of
longtime member Hugh Renchin. It
has been many years since Hugh
had a boat here, however he stayed
in touch with us and was always
interested in the SPYC.

Our condolences to Dorris &
Gerald Christine on the death of
Doris’ mother.

Best wishes and speedy recovery to
Cathie DenBleykerwho seriously
injured a shoulder in a recent fall.
The best medicine for that is a calm
day on the water!

Please give your sympathies to Pat
Michaud on the death of his step
father Richard Bruflodt on April 7th. 

Controlled Parking Dates

These are the dates we currently
have for “controlled parking” in
Harriet Island Park:

Meleleuca Freedom Celebration
30-May-05

St. Paul Blues Festival
18-Jun-05

Taste of Minnesota
June 30-July 4, 2005

Rockin' Rib Fest
July 28-31, 2005

Irish Fair
August 12-14, 2005

Trades and LaborPicnic
5-Sep-05

MN American Indian Festival
Sept. 9-11, 2005

Controlled parking means you
will need a hanging tag to
enter the park area, and park-
ing may be restricted to the
boatyard or a remote location
lot. We will post more detailed
information as to the specific
parking arrangements for
each event as they approach.



Incident Report: Boat Fir e in St. Paul Yacht Club 
Storage Yard 4-12-05

I was in the club's office trailer located at the south east end of
our boat storage yard. At approximately 12:50 p.m. a passerby
from the walking path that runs along the north side of Lilydale
Road knocked on the office door and informed me that "you
have a fire in one of your boats." I quickly exited the trailer
going straight west about 100 yards into our boat yard looking

for signs of smoke or a fire, which I found in an uncovered 32' Carver boat that was winter stored in this area. At this time the fire appeared rela-
tively small with a minor amount of smoke, however I did see the tips of some flames already in the cockpit area of the boat.

I immediately proceeded on to the Club's maintenance garage located about 100 yards further west of the fire location to alert our two yard staff,
Rick Kappelhoff and Doug Husak, and to access a phone to call the fire department. The elapsed time between spotting the fire and applying fire
extinguishers was approximately 45 seconds, however the fire was by this time very visible and starting to consume the canvas top of the boat.
Once it reached the outside air, it accelerated sharply.

During the next minute or so, the two yard staff applied fire extinguishers from the ground on each side of the boat as possible but the fire was
now becoming too intense to remain close by. We also noted the dangers of the gasoline contained in the boat and the staff retired to a safe dis-
tance as there was nothing more to be done. During this time I was speaking with the fire dispatcher and talking them into our location. I also
returned to the Club office to get a digital camera with which I took 15 pictures of the scene.

The fire in the 32' Carver was now consuming the entire top structure of the boat. There was a stiff breeze blowing almost due west and the fire
was now being "pushed" to the next boat stored to the west, a shrink-wrapped 36' Gibson houseboat. The Gibson was soon engulfed in flames as
well and the fire was scorching the boats on either side of the these two larger burning boats. By this point the fire was consuming two large
boats, and sending a huge plum of soot and smoke that was falling on surrounding boats. I was quite apprehensive about what might happen
next.

At approximately 6 minutes after my initial call the St. Paul Fire Department arrived on the scene and quickly trained water hoses on the fire
from a position behind the boats along Lilydale Road. This soon brought the fire under control and by 1:20 pm the flames were extinguished. I
and the other staff gave our statements to the Fire Department and investigator Stuart Bestland at that time. 

I have been asked many times what the cause of this fire was, and I can't say at this point. There was no one on any of these boats at the time of
the fire. Ultimately, we escaped without any injuries and suffered two boats destroyed and four with
varying degrees of damage that I am aware of. I felt our Club staff and the St. Paul Fire Department are
to be commended for the quick response and calm manner in which they acted. This could have been a
much worse situation.

The big news for
this month is the fire

which struck our boatyard on
April 12th. A fter experiencing this,

it’s easy for me to see that this is probably
the most destructive and dangerous thing that

could happen in a boatyard. 

I want to thank the St. Paul Fire Department and our
staff members Rick Kappelhoff and Doug Husak for
their cool heads and quick response in an intense and
unpredictable situation. 

I also want to extend my deepest sympathies to those
whose boats were damaged on that day. Boats take on
a personality that is much more than just the sum of
their functions. It must be like losing a friend. Please
call on me if I can help in any way. 

FIRE!
FIRE!
FIRE!
FIRE!

Thank God It 's Float ing!
So let 's party!!!

Come to the 2005 boating season's 1st TGIF Party on the General --- Friday, May 6   6:30 - ?????
BYOB, Bring snacks and hors d'oeuvres to share Come welcome ournew members, greet yourold
friends, relax and just have a good time.  

Rumor has it that Ritchie is bringing his Karaoke machine! Wear your nautical clothing. Dust off
your captain's hat, dig out that 1st Mate t-shirt and show the world it's finally boating season!
Nothing to wear? SPYC merchandise will be on sale.

SPYC 2005 Commodor e's Ba l l
Saturday May 21st., on the Paddleford's Betsy Northrop

cocktails at 6 p.m., boat leaves the dock at 6:30 p.m. sharp!
Invitations have been mailed (please call if yours did not arrive.)
Call Wayve Becker at 651-457-7562 to make your reservations.

SPYC Social Page

Annual Memorial Day SPYC Barbecue
Monday May 30th

A great way to end your Memorial Day weekend. Join us for food and fun.
Bring your friends and family to this annual fund raiser 

Details on menu and pricing to be posted on marina gates.
Call Anne @ 952-546-9697 to volunteer.

~General Committee Notes~
Social Committeemeetings will be held monthly on the first Wednesday of each month on the General at 6:30 P.M.,
please note time change.Please join us if you are interested in working on our 2005 social season. Call Anne @
952-546-9697  for questions or to volunteer.

Membership committeemeets the third Thursday of every month, 6:30 p.m. in the SPYC Office, Liz Garland chair.
Please call 651-335-4962 if you would like to become involved!

Finance Committeemeets quarterly or as needed. Next scheduled meeting July 18th, 4:00 p.m. in the SPYC Office.
Call George Letness at 612-332-1349 for more information.


