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2011 Summer Slip $50 discount March 15th SPYC Office
General Meeting April 12th8 th at 7:30 pm Not sure
2011 Slip fees due April 15th SPYC Office
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ANCHOR & LINE
The Saint Paul Yacht Club was founded in 1912 as the Saint Paul Motor Boat Club for the purpose of fostering a greater interest in
motor boating and the Mississippi River.  In 1934 the club adopted its present name, S.P.Y.C., and continues more than 90 years of
service to its members and the community.

St.PaulYachtClub
Dedicated to safe and affordable boating through cooperative efforts...

FOUNDED 1912

100 Yacht Club Rd. B-1, St. Paul, MN 55107

Anchor & Line
S.P.Y.C.
100 Yacht Club Road, B1
Saint Paul  MN 55107
651-292-8964

Please submit articles, stories, photos,
etc. to the Editor, S.P.Y.C., 100 Yacht
Club Road B-1 Saint Paul,  MN 55107
E-mail: Office@spyc-mn.org
Web:http://stpaulyachtclub.org

Deadline
Articles must be submitted by the 
25th of the month for publication the
following month. 

Roger Anderson, Editor

Merry Floodmas!



From the Management...

March is usually kind of a happy time around
here...it’s still too early to launch, but we get started
on the equipment, watch the snow start to recede
and generally get set for the upcoming season. 

This year, I’m a little nervous. I don’t need to tell
you we’re going to flood but it’s been very hard to
pin down the two most important things to know;
when and how much.

Two weeks ago we had a good melt and it sent the
river up about 2 feet in a pretty short time. This
pointed out a problem that we have with some of the
docks in the lower harbor. Because of the shallow
water in places and the greater than normal snow
cover we have docks that have actually frozen into
the ice and can no longer move up and down on the
pilings. As the water levels start to fluctuate, this
will cause major strains on the dock assemblies. We
are working now to keep them free.

We are also looking at the possibilities that we need
to extend the pilings that the docks ride on. Right
now we are good to about 24’ over on the shortest.
The best projections I’ve seen are in the range of 21’
- 22’ but that leaves a pretty small margin for error.
The City of St. Paul is planning for a level of 25’ or
greater which would rival if not surpass the 1965
flood levels. 

I’m sourcing the materials we’d need to extend these
and my plan is to have extensions ready go once the
water comes up. When it reaches the level that we

could have someone out to weld them on we’ll do so.
I’m hoping we don’t get close to that much water,
but it is very likely.

Conditions in the yard are ok, quite a lot of the snow
left us during the melt but it was replaced again
right away so we had little real change. One good
thing is that it’s not packed down so much from sit -
ting. I’ve brought in a skid loader operator and we’re
going to start removing snow over the next several
days, and once we’re clear we’re going to start mov -
ing boats. We also have a couple lots to clear out
before we can start setting boats.

We’re bringing in Cross Country Boat Transport to
help us out again this year. They did a real great job
last year. The show up with a complete crew and can
carry and do their own blocking. You turn ‘em loose
and they go.

I’ve included a letter from the board on occupying
the docks. Anything after 17’, we want everyone off.
There is going to be so much current that it will be
too dangerous to do otherwise. 

Our final detail will be to tie off the docks to trees or
other shore structures to try and take some of the
extra force off the pilings. 

Then it’s wait for the water to go down, and see
what it left behind.

Roger

- Commodore’ s Repor t -
The 2011 boating season is going to start with another
flood and possibly record high levels. Once again it is
time for the SPYC to rise to the occasion and show
what we are made of. Our employees have already
started preparing for the flood on many fronts. We ask
that you, the boat owners, do the same. 

We will be moving boats by the time you read this
news letter or shortly after. No boats will be going into
the water but will be moved to higher ground which is
usually not the case in normal flood preparation. We
feel the high levels would put to much strain on the
spud poles if the harbor was full and the docks were at
their highest point on the spuds. Spud poles are being
extended and the docks will be cabled to structures to
keep them in the area should they exceed spud length.
At the February meeting the board passed a resolution

recommending that live-a-board boaters vacate the
harbor when the levels reach 17 feet over normal pool,
the point at which utilities are shut off. Due to the fore-
cast levels the staff will not extend ramps or take any
steps to accommodate access to the docks. The pre-
dicted levels are too high and will be too dangerous to
safely access the docks.

The bottom line is; this is going to be worse than any
flood that most of us have experience and it should not
be taken lightly.

With that said, lets get through this and then go boat-
ing.  

Gordy
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Safe and affordable boating through cooperative efforts! 
Mississippi River – Mile 839.7 

To: All SPYC boaters      March 8th, 2011 
 
From: SPYC Board 
 
Re: Flood emergency 
 
As all of you know, we are definitely going to experience a flood this spring and all indications 
are that it will be a very serious one, as bad as – or even surpassing – the legendary 1965 flood.  
 
Many of you have been through previous floods, as recently as last spring in fact. Some of those 
situations resulted in loss of utilities, ramps, and a general week or two of inconvenience. Most of 
you stayed on to live on the docks during these events. This flood will be fundamentally different 
and will most likely reach VERY dangerous levels. The current flow and the amount of force on 
the docks will be tremendous. Because of the risk of life and limb, and our inability to come to 
anyone’s aid under the circumstances we are requesting that ALL boaters including liveaboards 
vacate the docks for the period of highest water levels. The utilities will be cut off at 17’ over and 
at that time we expect the docks to be vacated until the water is back down to that level again. 
 
During the flood we will be unable to provide any services, including: 
 
No ramps will be added to or extend past their high water level. We will do our best to keep the 
ramps serviceable as long as possible; however,  there will be NO extensions. 
 
There will be no use of shuttle boats tied off on the docks. The current will be too strong for this 
to be done safely. 
 
The pumpout system will be shut off at 16’; the rest of the utilities will be shut off at 17’ and will 
return once the water goes down to that level.  
 
We will not be using the workboat in the channel during periods of 17’ and over; therefore, we 
cannot move or assist any boats, or even reach the lower harbor docks. 
 
Plan on alternate parking for any vehicles as the city will be shutting the surrounding lots at 
about 18’ over. 
 
I regret that we will start the season with this level of disruption, and for those of you who live on 
your vessel this will be a difficult time. Your safety is our primary concern however, and the 
SPYC board and I are in agreement that this is the only prudent way to approach the situation. 
 

  
 Roger Anderson, 
Business Manager 



Greetings Fellow Yacht Club  Members!
GREETING FELLOW YACHT CLUB MEMBERS!

HAPPY SPRING!! YES IT’S COMING!! THE WINTER CARNIVAL
IS GONE THE GOLDEN GLOBES AREAL HAS BEEN 
AND THE SUFFERABLE OSCARS ARE OVER , ONLY ST
PATRICK'S DAY AND THEN CINCO DE MAYO TO GO.
THEN YEP IT’S FLOOD TIME!! BUT SERIOUSLY THE TIME IS
RIPE TO THINK OF BOATING AND WHAT THE 2011 SEASON
HAS TO OFFER FOR OUR ENJOYMENT OF THE SPORT WE ALL
SHARE A LOVE FOR !

THANKS TO ALL WHO PARTICIPATED IN THE WINTER CARNIVAL PARADES WE SURE HAD A GREAT
TIME AND SHOWED  THE PUBLIC WHO WE ARE. THE PARADE FLOAT WILL BE A FUN WAY TO 
ENJOY FUTURE EVENTS WITHIN THE CITY. IT STILL NEEDS SOME WORK SO ANY VOLUNTEERS 
WOULD BE APPRECIATED CONTACT ME FOR INFO AND DIRECTION .

THEN NEXT OFFICIAL EVENT IS THE COMMODORES BALL!! IT IS LOCATED AT THE TOP OF THE CROWN
PLAZA THIS YEAR IN THE OLD "CAROUSEL ROOM" ON KELLOGG AND WABASHA ST IN ST PAUL . THIS
VENUE IS SPECTACULAR WITH VIEWS SPANING FOR  MILES OVER THE HARBOR AND THE RIVER WE
SO MUCH ENJOY. THE DATE IS ON SATURDAY MAY 21ST AND IT IS "BLACK TIE" REQUESTED. WE'LL
HAVE A GREAT MEAL ,COCKTAILS AND DANCING IN THE CLOUDS THIS WILL BE  AN EVENT YOU WON'T
WANT TO MISS ! GUYS GET THOSE TUXES OUT AND LETS TAKE OUR LADIES OUT FOR A NIGHT IN THE
SKY! INVITATIONS WILL BE OUT THIS MONTH.

STILL HAVE FASHIONS FOR SALE IN THE OFFICE. STOP IN AND SEE THEM. THE STEAK FRY DATE IS
NOT SET YET IS DEPENDANT ON FLOOD SITUATION ALSO WE NEED TO FIGURE OUT WHERE . I'VE
HAD A LOT OF REQUESTSTO REBUILD "CAMP CLUBHOUSE" FOR THE NEXT SEASON . NOT SURE WHAT
WE'LL BE DOING AND AM LOOKING FOR INPUT.  WATCH FOR THE SOCIAL CLUB MEETING SOON TO
DISCUSS THIS AND THE REST OF THE SEASONS  ACTIVITIES . 

I WILL MAKE AN ANNOUNCEMENT IN THIS COLUMN NEXT ISSUE WITH A DATE AND TIME.
WE ARE ALWAYS IN NEED OF VOLUNTEERS SO PLEASE OFFER IF YOU CAN . Just contact the S.P.Y.C.
office and leave number and way to get a hold of you.

THANKS WE'LL SEE YA AT HIGH WATER!!

THOMAS MARRONE  
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2011-Jan 24 St. Paul Yacht Club Board Meeting 
 

Board Members present: 
 

 
Roger Anderson:Present, Dave McCusik, MJ Babcock 
 
Guests Present: none 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM. 
 
The December minutes were approved. 
 
Staff report – Roger – the boat show attendance was light, but it looks as if we’ve rented at least 
7 slips. Rick is OK and back to work, the JCB is OK. Rick is working on triangles, Roger is 
working on slip reassignments, so far no major problems. We should rent a road trailer to move 
the contents of the upper level in the garage for flood storage. We should also be able to store 
most of the yard material as well. He offered a small space for the CG Aux radio station contents 
if there is room left. The current prediction is a 50% chance of a 20’ flood, or about 3-4 feet over 
last year’s peak. 
 
Financial – per report 
 
Operations – not a lot going on. We have still have a number of projects from previous years 
uncompleted because of unscheduled expenses, dredging being a large part of the problem. Can 
we find any solutions? 
 
Clubhouse Committee – working on subfloor design, need to level the platform. 
 
Social – Grand Day and Torchlight Parade float preparations underway. 
The Commodore’s Ball will be held May 21 at the Carousel Room at the top of the Crowne 
Plaza hotel. The steak fry will be the following weekend. 
 
Membership – 3 new members approved – Dennis Asmunsen, Chris Ross, and Kai Curry. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:31. 
 
Respectfully submitted; 
 
Dennis Sando, Secretary 
 

Commodore Vice 
Comm 

Secretary Treasurer Board Board Board Board Board Board Past 
Comm 

Gordy Jim Dennis Jerry Mark Tom Marc Fran Ralph Pat Peter 
Mergens Johnson Sando Quaal Mosby Marrone Denn Potvien DeLong Boulay Kramer 

GM JJ DS JQ MM TM MD FP RD PB PK 
X  X X X X  x    

The site to view the current and predicted water levels is:
http://www.crh.noaa.gov/ahps2/index.php?wfo=mpx
Select St. Paul.  Then to get mean sea level you need to
add 683.62'.  For your reference, I have collected eleva -
tions for a few locations:

At Harriet Island:
SPYC storage yard 702 - 704
SPYC boat hoist well 699 - Lift unusable at 698
Water St. by Befort Roofing 707 - 711
Old Kelly's landing 697
New Picnic Pavilion 700
Wigington Pavilion 702
Showboat Ticket bldg 704

Other areas:
Pool & Yacht Floods 699
Rasp. Island restroom 705
Rasp. Island lower end top step 695
Lower Landing, low deck 694
Chestnut plaza fountains 705 - 706
Pathway at Sack House (old grain elevator) 703



Winter
Carnaval 2011 !!


