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Slip balance due for $50 discount Sunday, March 15th SPYC Office
Board Meeting Monday, March 23rd at 7:00 p.m. SPYC Office
Start of Summer Season Wednesday, April 1st. SPYC Marina
Spring Clean Up Saturday, April 11th at 8:00 a.m. On the General
General Meeting Tuesday, April 14th at 7:30 p.m. On the General
Projected Launch Start Wednesday, April 15th SPYC Boatyard
Slip fees due in full Wednesday, April 15th SPYC Office
Start of CGAVessel Inspections Wednesday, April 15th SPYC Boatyard
New Boater Orientation Saturday, April 25th On the General
Board Meeting Monday, April 27th at 7:00 p.m. SPYC Office
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ANCHOR & LINE
The Saint Paul Yacht Club was founded in 1912 as the Saint Paul Motor Boat Club for the purpose of fostering a greater interest in
motor boating and the Mississippi River.  In 1934 the club adopted its present name, S.P.Y.C., and continues more than 90 years of
service to its members and the community.

St.PaulYachtClub
Dedicated to safe and affordable boating through cooperative efforts...

FOUNDED 1912

100 Yacht Club Rd. B-1, St. Paul, MN 55107

Anchor & Line
S.P.Y.C.
100 Yacht Club Road, B1
Saint Paul  MN 55107
651-292-8964

Please submit articles, stories, photos,
etc. to the Editor, S.P.Y.C., 100 Yacht
Club Road B-1 Saint Paul,  MN 55107
E-mail: Office@spyc-mn.org
Web:http://stpaulyachtclub.org

Deadline
Articles must be submitted by the 
25th of the month for publication the
following month. 

Roger Anderson, Editor
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Hey, the 2009 launch will start the week of 4/13, that’s about six weeks
away. Get your boat ready and let’s get this party started! Hope everyone
is ready for another great year of boating, social events, and some hard
work.

Elections – Thank you for your support of the 2009 board of directors.
We hit the ground running at our February 23rd meeting and hope to add
to last year’s accomplishments. None of us take this responsibility lightly.
Thank you.

Boat show - We are getting some good response from the boat show,
partially due to the fact our rates did not go up this year. Interest in tran-
sient dockage was also strong. Thanks to everyone who worked the
booth. Don’t forget the $100.00 finders fee for getting a boat to slip in our
harbor. We want to fill all of our slips!

Pay your bill - We are down to $25,000(from 40,000) in receivables from
last year. Thanks to those who took care of this, the club appreciates it. If
you owe the club any amount, please pay it promptly or call the office
and set up a payment plan.

Security – So far there have not been any issues in the boatyard. We are
adding signs to the gate warning of video surveillance and alarms. We
are checking into random patrols by the Ramsey County Sheriffs Dept.
We would like our members to do the same. If you have time to do a ran-
dom patrol or a watch, please call the office to let Roger know.    

Vessel Safety Checks – We are trying something different this year so
that all SPYC boats pass a minimum safety check. The voluntary effort
over the last four years has only netted about a third of our fleet at best.
You will receive a letter with a couple of dates to choose from to get your
safety check done. Choose a date and/or call the office with an alternate
date. Coastguard Auxiliary members meet you to inspect your boat on
the day you decide. All necessary safety equipment (PFD’s, fire extin-
guishers, etc) must be on board at the time of the inspection.

No boats will be launched without a 2009 safety check. 

Park cleanup – We will hold a cleanup day in conjunction with the park
cleanup on April 11. Meet on the general around 7:30-8am for coffee,
juice and an oatmeal bar.  

Nail away – May 16 will be our annual work party. Let’s see what we as
volunteers can do to spruce up the facility. Roger will be putting together
a ‘TO DO’ list for you to choose from. If you know of something that you
would like to see fixed, polished, or pained, give Roger a call and have
him add it to the list. Coffee and sweet rolls will be served starting at
7:30am, assignments at 8am. Don’t be shy!

With that said…Lets go boating!

Gordy

- U69 Scuttlebutt - NOTES & dates

The Coast Guard Auxiliar y will be
conducting a Boating Skills and
Seamanship course on the
"General" star ting on March 19th.
This course will run for 9 weeks,
from 6:00 PM to 9:30 PM each
Thursday. The sessions will include
extensive information everyone who
boats on the river system needs to
know about safely operating around
locks and dams, commercial traffic,
and other recreational craft. We will
also cover proper use of the VHF
marine radio, and information you
need to know about approaching
weather. We need to know who is
interested in this course by March 10
so that we have an adequate number
of books and other material available.
Please contact Dennis Sando at
612-720-8657 to reserve a spot for
this very important class.

March 15th - Slip fees due in full for
the $50 early pay discount.

April 11th - Clean up the Marina,
coinciding with the volunteer clean
up effort on Harriet Island. 

April 15th - Slip fees are due, and we
will start launching on or around this
date depending on weather condi-
tions.

April 15th also marks the start of
scheduledsafety inspections for
boats. With your next SPYC state-
ment you will be receiving two
assigned dates when the Coast Guard
Auxiliary will be available for a safe-
ty inspection of your boat. Please sign
up for one of those two dates as
explained in the letter. We will not
launch boats that haven’t had an
inspection this year.

Kings!
Hockey

Boot Championship trophy
presented to Dennis
Rollins by the
Continental at the
February general
meeting. Accepting  in
Dennis’absence is
Mark Mosby .



There is scuttlebutt in the harbors and on the docks that my election to an unprecedented third term as
Commodore SPYC could go to my head.  Rumors that your Commodore could very well become anoth-
er Lord Nelson or a Bull Halsey....a strict disciplinarian, demanding and uncompromising; leading from
the top down.  

These rumors are true. 

Let the word be passed up and down this mighty river that there is new management aboard and that
the SPYC is the best, most accommodating, friendliest, safest, most affordable and well managed mari-
na on the river.  Be assured that as we go forward your officers and I will maintain this condition. 

Stand by to launch boats in April and May...be prepared (all fees must be paid).

As you were,

Peter Kramer, Commodore SPYC

- Commodore’ s Repor t -

“Meet the new boss - same as the old boss” - The Who

From left to right: Ralph DeLong, Tom Marrone, MJ Babcock, Gordy Mergens, Mark Mosby,
Commodore Peter Kramer, Dave McKusick, Denny Sando, Jerry Quaal. Not pictured - Jim Johnson.

Volunteers Needed!!!
SPRING IS ON THE WAY AND THE BOAT YARD WILL BE A BUZZIN!! THE
SOCIAL COMMITTEE IS GETTING READY TO PLAN THE NEXT SEA-
SON’S ACTIVITIES. AT THIS TIME WE ARE ASKING FOR EVERYONE
WHO MAY BE INTERESTED IN SHAPING THE SOCIAL CAL-
ENDER TO COME FORWARD. THIS IS A GREAT OPPORTU-
NITY TO MEET OTHER CLUB MEMBERS AND TO 
BE INVOLVED IN SHAPING THE FUN AND REWARDING
ACTIVITIES THAT THE ST PAUL YACHT CLUB OFFERS. 

YOU KNOW WE BOATERS LIKE TO HAVE FUN AND WITH A NEW
CLUB HOUSE ON THE WAY AND OUR 100 YEAR CENTENNIAL COM-
ING, NOW IS A GREAT TIME TO GET INVOLVED. WE NEED VOLUN-
TEERS TO HELP WITH EVERYTHING FROM SETTING UP, PLANNING,
WORKING DURING  EVENTS, CLEANUP, AND MORE. ALL HELP IS
APPRECIATED CONTACT MYSELF AT thomasmarrone@msn.com.,
TOMS CELL IS 651-356-2182

THE FIRST BIG TOP EVENT IS THE ANNUAL COMMODORE’S BALL COMING UP MAY 9TH ON
THE RIVER WITH THE PADELFORD PACKET BOAT COMPANY. INVITATIONS WILL BE IN THE
MAIL SOON SO KEEP A LOOK OUT FOR THEM. THE RIVER CRUISES ARE A GREAT WAY TO
ENJOY THE MISSISSIPPI AT NIGHT WITH ALL OUR FELLOW CAPTAINS AND CREWS!!

THE WEEKLY PHONE MESSAGES WILL START SOON, INFORMING EVERYONE OF THE UPCOM-
ING IMPORTANT DATES AND TIMES OF ALL RELATED YACHT CLUB ACTIVITIES PLEASE TAKE
THE TIME TO LISTEN  SO YOU DON'T MISS A THING!!

AND PLEASE SIGN UP FOR ALL THE OTHER VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES COMING UP IN
MONTHS AHEAD .AND PLEASE CONSIDER THE SOCIAL CLUB CALL OR E-MAIL ASAP THE FIRST
MEETING FOR SOCIAL IS COMING SOON, DON'T WAIT. WE NEED YOU!!!!!

Thanks for listening,

~the Continental~

~Greetings from 
the Continental~

FOR SALE

1979 Carver Santa Cruz, 28.5' One of the cleanest boats
in our harbor. Flybridge, Mercruiser 454cu.in. I/O, Low
Hours, Galley, Microwave, Head w/Shower, CD/AM/FM,
2 VHF, Depthfinder, Canvas and all the usual stuff a nice
boat would come with! Large aft deck for entertaining or
fishing.

$16,500.00 Call Don Christianson 651-484-2529
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On the week of February 16th, I took a trip down
to visit Barb & Ron Hilson in Pensacola, Fl.  Ron &
Barb winter down south and summer up here at the
SPYC in the BarRon, located on the Miller dock. 

They’ve been telling me for years Ishould come
down some winter, and since it was my 50th birth-
day, I thought “let’s go .”

I’ve never travelled much in Florida, and I found it
very interesting. There is, of course, a lot of boat
related stuff and we spent a nice evening having
cocktails with some friends of theirs in the Pensacola
Naval Base marina on the back of a big cruiser.
Hopefully a foreshadowing of the future ar ound
here soon.

Another highlight was a day at the National Naval
Aviation Museum on the base, and a guided tour by
Ron who volunteers there. If they invite you - go
see them, they are the consummate hosts. Look for
them to be back out on the Miller dock ar ound mid
April.

Roger

Ron & Barb’s house.

No, really THIS is Ron & Barb’s house.

We spent a good part of one day touring an area called
Pensacola Beach right on the Gulf that was devastated by
hurricanes Ivan and Katrina. This is the foundation of a
house that was swept away despite being on stilts, and a
sailboat that was probably swept ashore and just hasn’t
been recovered yet. This was a pretty typical scene, there is
still a lot of rebuilding to be done.

One of the local color
characters in Pensacola
is Captain Joe Patti
who started a seafood
company there in the
mid-1930s. They run
their own fleet of
trawlers in the local
waters, including the
107’ Captain Joe pic-
tured here. The operation includes an exten-
sive retail seafood market with just about
anything you can imagine. I love oysters on
the half shell and I had them a couple times
around Pensacola. They’re big, tasty - and
cheap as dirt compared to Minnesota.

Lots of boats and marinas in Pensacola - you have both the Gulf of Mexico and the Intercoastal Waterway right
there. The two pictures to the left are the marina at the naval base, which Barb & Ron would consider their
“home” marina away fr om the SPYC. On the right is downtown P ensacola. Many of these facilities were heavily
damaged or completely destroyed in the hurricanes so most all of the docks and buildings are new. 

I spent a day with Ron at the National Naval A viation Museum on the base, and I could
have spent more time, guess I’ll have to go back. Pensacola NAS is also the summer home of
the Blue Angels from April thr ough December each year. Ron and I took a side trip to
Mobile Bay in Alabama, there is a Park there that has the battleship Alabama and USS Drum
submarine on display and open to the public. Mobile Bay has a large and active seaport and
shipbuilding industry visible from the park.  


