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ANCHOR & LINE
The Saint Paul Yacht Club was founded in 1912 as the Saint Paul Motor Boat Club for the purpose of fostering a greater interest in
motor boating and the Mississippi River.  In 1934 the club adopted its present name, S.P.Y.C., and continues more than 90 years of
service to its members and the community.

St.PaulYachtClub
Dedicated to safe and affordable boating through cooperative efforts...

FOUNDED 1912

Anchor & Line
S.P.Y.C.
100 Yacht Club Road, B1
Saint Paul  MN 55107
651-292-8964

Please submit articles, stories, photos,
etc. to the Editor, S.P.Y.C., 100 Yacht
Club Road B-1 Saint Paul,  MN 55107
E-mail: SPYClub@qwest.net
Web:http://stpaulyachtclub.org

Deadline
Articles must be submitted by the 
25th of the month for publication the
following month. 

Roger Anderson, Editor
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April Calendar

General Meeting Tuesday, March 14th at 7:30 p.m. On the General
$50 Early Pay Discount Wednesday, March 1st SPYC Office
Board Meeting Monday, March 27th at 7:00 p.m. SPYC Office
General Meeting Tuesday, April 11th at 7:30 p.m. On the General
2006 Slip Fees Due Saturday, April 15th SPYC Office
General Meeting Tuesday, April 24th at 7:30 p.m. On the General

100 Yacht Club Rd. B-1, St. Paul, MN 55107

Boat w ith a Histor y
1950's Minnetonka party boat turned SPYC live-aboard

(by Dirk Kramer & Emily Tepe)



1958 Chris Craft SeaSkiff
Owned by Frank & Julia Kline since 1967 - 35 years. 35

ft, 11.5 ft beam. Twin 345 ci Chrysler Marine Hemi
engines, 225 hp ea. Sleeps six, electric kitchen, refriger-

ator, head. Boat comes with slip and new slip cover. 
Call 768-557-6811

1971 ChrisCraft Aqua Home

Rebuilt Buick V6 engines, 35 hours each. Rebuilt Volvo
outdrives. Sleeps 5, stove, refrigerator, microwave, heat
& airconditioning. 2 marine radios, anchor, plus more

stuff. Can be seen at St.Paul Yacht Club. 
$9,500 Call Kenny J. Williams 651-228-1765

1985 Bayliner2450 24’
V8 power, Volvo I/O. Decent shape, seized by SPYC for

back slip fees. 
$6,000 

Call 651-292-8964

40' River Queen
1968 steel hull FB T-210 A/C Gen

VHF Depth.  Many updates.  SPYC
slip rights.$23,000.
Call 651-730-8592

SPYC 2006 Board of Directors

Commodore - Lee Pfeilsticker- Supervise Marina Operations Manager and Office Administrator; General oversight of the Club's
business; Official communications to the City of St. Paul.

Vice Commodore - Liz Garland - General oversight of the Membership and Social Committees.

Treasurer - Keith Holm - Chair of Finance Committee.

Secretary - Dennis Sando- Responsible for all official Club documents & Board meetings.

Rear Commodore - Gordy Mergens- Chair of Operations Committee; Responsible for all physical assets of the Club.

Upper Harbor Quartermaster - Howard Dahlgren - Past Commodore - Chair of the land-based clubhouse subcommittee; Member of
the Operations Committee.

Lower Harbor Quartermaster - Peter Kramer - Past Commodore - Member of Operations Committee; Member of the clubhouse
committee.

Fleet Captain - Jim McGowan - Membership Committee Chair.

Fleet Surgeon- Wanda Pichelman - Social Committee Chair

Fleet Measurer - Bob Draine - Member of Operations Committee

Immediate Past Commodore - Greg Den Bleyker - Chair of Nominating Committee; special projects as requested.

- Commodore’ s Repor t -

The 2006 Board of Directors elections went smoothly
and you have a new Board as shown on the list in this
issue of the Anchor & Line.  Congratulations to all
those elected.  We have a busy and important year of
ACTION ahead of us. A big “thanks” also to everyone
who volunteered to serve on the Board and ran in the
election and especially to those who exercised their
right to vote.  Yet another “thanks” to outgoing 2005
Board members who contributed their expertise, ener-
gy and enthusiasm during the past year.  Please be
aware that several of the outgoing 2005 Board mem-
bers have agreed to continue serving on standing or ad-
hoc committees, help with special on-going projects,
etc. so we continue to benefit from their knowledge
and service.

Thanks also to Neil DenBleyker for sheparding us
through the approval process on the recommended
revisions to the Club’s Bylaws at the February meet-
ing.  It was quite a project and he kept us on track and
on time.  Some revisions were rejected, so there is still

more work to be done on the Bylaws.  A committee of
the Board will address those areas in the coming
months. 

The new Board of Directors met for the first time on
Monday, February 27, discussed the Board roles each
agreed to serve in this year and began listing objectives
to be prioritized and accomplished in 2006.  I antici-
pate that the completed list of objectives and timetable
for accomplishment will be published in the April issue
of the Anchor & Line. The next Board meeting is
scheduled for Monday, March 27 at 7:00 P.M.  

Recent changes or clarifications to the SPYC’s
Standing Rules are being published in this issue of the
A&L.  Please read through this list carefully.

I look forward to seeing you at the upcoming March
general meeting on March 14.

THINK SPRING!

Remember, you can always send me an e-mail with
your thoughts.  Lee   (e-mail:
commodorespyc@qwest.net)



By the time I purchased the boat in May 2000, it was a bit of a wreck.  It took a heap of work to get it back in
shape, but it was obviously well built in the first place.  For the most part the hull was in great shape.  Rainwater
had been pooling in the add-on parts of the hull for years, creating some weak spots.  I avoided repairs until the
boat began to sink one cold spring night.  After diving under the boat in the pitch black we were able to stop the
leak temporarily with freshly risen bread dough.  That summer the hull received a major restoration.  The Cor-
Ten steel in the original part of the hull was in perfect shape.  The extended portions of the hull and keel coolers
required the most repairs. 

Many people at the St. Paul Yacht Club have told me their stories about this boat, and I would love to hear more
from anyone who can fill in some of the blanks.  I wonder if there are any photos out there of it as a ship's store
or water taxi.  The boat has a great 1950s look, which still stands out despite the various remodels.  People often
stop on the dock for a look, and comment on its uniqueness.  The boat came with a crusty old dinghy that we
turned into a "garden boat".  It was jammed with flowers every summer until one August when it mysteriously
disappeared.  Just another chapter in the boat's interesting history. 

For us, the boat has been a great home, provided lots of fun, challenging projects, and certainly has lived up to
its original intention of being a great place to "get away from it all".     

Capo 
di 

Capo

Boat w ith a Histo r y
1950's Minnetonka party boat turned SPYC live-aboard

(submitted by Dirk Kramer & Emily Tepe)

In the six years that I've owned the boat commonly referred to as "The Icebreaker" I have heard many tidbits of
it's history.  I've finally collected enough accurate information to share some of the boat's colorful story.  I started
by contacting David Onan, son of original owner, C.W. Onan.  He sent me some early photos and articles of the
boat. Here is an excerpt from a May 1953 boating magazine featuring the icebreaker, originally named the "Jolly
Wannigan":

"For all around livability no boat offers more than a houseboat.  Each year more and more houseboats are seen
on the rivers and small lakes, so far all custom designed and built to suit the owners idea of what they want.  The
Jolly Wannigan was created to "get away from it all".  When Charles W. Onan moved to Minnetonka in 1940 he
had an idea for a boat which could take the place of an amusement room.  The Jolly Wannigan is an all steel,
thoroughly electrified boat, with forced ventilation, a two-burner stove and two motors which carry it at 11 knots.
Onan sketched it first, then built a small wood model.  The hull and superstructures are of "Cor-Ten" rust resist-
ant steel, electric welded.  The boat was built by Brown Steel Tank Company of  Minneapolis.  Modifications
and trim work were completed at Onan's company, D.W. Onan & Sons, Co., a well-known manufacturer of light-
ing plants and air-cooled engines.  Inside plans for the boat were Mrs. Onan's.  She wanted the four huge win-
dows in the sides of the main cabin so they could sit in chairs and look out the windows.  For the comfort of the
crew and guests there are air intakes in the bow above the windshield and also through louvers between the side
windows.  Air is forced into the space between the roof and the ceiling to keep the ceiling cool.  Aft of the main
cabin is a hot and cold shower and the 3X5 galley on port side fully equipped with party pottery and glassware."

In 1955 the Onans pulled the boat at Minnetonka Boat Works and did an extensive renovation.  The changes
included: 1) bow extended and shape of the front deck changed 2) stern extended and included engines in the
rear with v-drives  3) pilot house added.  A later remodel (date unknown) extended the stern again by 6 feet to
the boat's current length of 48 feet.  

An excerpt from an e-mail from Dave Onan describes:  "AWannigan is a cooking shack or dining hall in a lum-
ber camp.  Frequently they were located on barges in a river.  It is also were all the parties and hell-raising took
place.  My mother liked the idea and named the boat.  It was strictly a party boat.  I know the boat kicked around
the Lake Minnetonka area for several years after dad sold it. (Dad sold it to [media personality] Cedric Adams
who died [in 1961] before he ever got to use it.).  Last I saw of it was in an overgrown field near Mound.  I have
many fond memories of my own parties on the boat."

Sometime in the 60s and 70s the boat allegedly became a water taxi on Lake Minnetonka.  It was used to deliver
supplies and mail to the cottages in the Orono area.  I've heard that in those days homes on that part of the lake
were still just summer cottages with limited road access.  After it's taxi days the boat was moved to Prescott, WI
at the confluence of the Mississippi and St. Croix Rivers.  The boat became a ship's store in the Prescott area for
a few years.  Then a man named Jerry Wheeler bought the boat and moved it back towards Lake Minnetonka.
He blocked it up in a field in Mound, where he intended to work on the boat, but never did much with it. 

In 1990, Dale Becker ("Sharky") bought the boat, and moved it from the field in Mound to the Mississippi River.
It cost $1700 to haul the boat by truck, in addition to a $150 "wide load" permit.  Sharky said they moved the
boat early in the morning to the launch site at Watergate Marina.  The heavy boat "teetered and tottered" in the
slings until it was finally in the river.  Sharky renamed the boat the "Capo di Capo" and was a live-aboard at the
St. Paul Yacht Club for eight years. 

In 1998 Sharky traded the Capo di Capo to Bill Eastman for a piece of land on the St. John's River in Florida.
Bill was in his 90s when he acquired the boat, and eventually split ownership with Jim Hillman.  They took the
boat out occasionally and kept up its reputation of smashing into the St. Paul Yacht Club docks at a good clip.



Changes/additions to SPYC Standing Rules Passed at 02/27/06 Board Meeting

GENERALRULESFORSAFETYAND SECURITY
12. All pets must be leashed when not on your boat and restrained on boat so they can not charge
at people walking on dock. Any droppings are to be cleaned up immediately and disposed of in
the rubbish containers. Owners must control barking dogs so that neighboring boaters are not
disturbed. All Park rules regarding pets MUSTbe followed when in park.

13.  All repair/service persons MUSTreport to office prior to starting work and provide insur-
ance certificate of at least $300,000.00 liability.

15. All slip-holders must attend an "Orientation Program" prior to the start of their first boating
season at the SPYC. Every effort must be made by the applicant and/or crewmembers to be pres-
ent. Applicant with SIGNIFICANTscheduling conflicts must contact Orientation chair for their
options. Slippage may by rescinded if no effort is made by the new boater to comply.

OPERATIONS POLICY
10. All boats must be in there assigned slip. Any boat in the wrong slip or not assigned a slip will
be towed to its slip or pulled out of the water and a service charge will be assessed. Operation
manager may grant temporary slip assignment prior to the boat arriving at marina.

14. Before purchasing a new boat, you MUSTcontact Operations Manager prior to arrival. The
new boat MUSTfit completely inside your slip; if it doesn't fit you will have to apply for the
correct size slip. NO BOAT will be allowed to hang out past end of fingers.

16. All winter covers MUSTbe taken down and removed from boat yard by April15.
Anyone wishing to leave covers up longer must get prior approval form operations manager. 

New.   All boats must fit completely inside the slip they are assigned with nothing hanging over
walkway or past the end of fingers. Any boat not in compliance prior to 2004 boating season the
SPYC will work to put you in the right size slip as soon as possible, after 2004 it is not allowed.
Davits and tenders may extend no more then 3 feet past the end of fingers.

OFFICE ADMINISTRATION POLICY, FEES
8.  Boaters will be charged a seasonal fee for placing and storing small boats and trailers in stor-
age yard. Approval must be given and fees are to be paid prior to arrival in storage yard. If the
office isn't notified and we have to find the owner, they will be charged DOUBLE the normal
fees. (See rate sheet in office)

~  Commodore’s B all ~
~ Southview Country Club   Friday, May 5th ~

Look for your invitation soon!

Important Upcoming Dates:
March 1st - Early Pay $50 discount    April 15th - Slip fees due in full

April 15th - Winter Covers down  June 1st - All boats out of boatyard


