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Slip balance due for $50 discount Saturday, March 15th SPYC Office
Board Meeting Monday, March 24th at 7:00 p.m. SPYC Office
General Meeting Tuesday, April 8th at 7:30 p.m. On the General
Slip balance due in full Tuesday, April 15th SPYC Office
Board Meeting Monday, April 28th at 7:00 p.m. SPYC Office

Note: General membership meetings will be held on the second Tuesday of each month for the months of January
(Nominations), February (Elections), April (Splash) , June (Summer meeting), September (Pullout), November (Planning
for 2009). Board meetings are held the 4th Monday of each month.

SAVE A STAMP! Want to receive the Anchor & Line electronically? Send me an e-mail at spyclub@qwestoffice.net and
I’ll add you you to the distribution list. You’ll be e-mailed a .pdf version of the A&L as soon as it’s done each month.

Volume 11 Issue 3 March   2008

ANCHOR & LINE
The Saint Paul Yacht Club was founded in 1912 as the Saint Paul Motor Boat Club for the purpose of fostering a greater interest in
motor boating and the Mississippi River.  In 1934 the club adopted its present name, S.P.Y.C., and continues more than 90 years of
service to its members and the community.

St.PaulYachtClub
Dedicated to safe and affordable boating through cooperative efforts...

FOUNDED 1912

100 Yacht Club Rd. B-1, St. Paul, MN 55107

Anchor & Line
S.P.Y.C.
100 Yacht Club Road, B1
Saint Paul  MN 55107
651-292-8964

Please submit articles, stories, photos,
etc. to the Editor, S.P.Y.C., 100 Yacht
Club Road B-1 Saint Paul,  MN 55107
E-mail: SPYClub@qwest.net
Web:http://stpaulyachtclub.org

Deadline
Articles must be submitted by the 
25th of the month for publication the
following month. 

Roger Anderson, Editor

~ SPYC 2008 Board~

Left to right: board member Tom Marrone, Treasurer Jerry Quaal, Vice
Commodore MJ Babcock, boardmember Ralph DeLong, board member Gordy
Mergens, Secretary Dennis Sando, Commodore Peter Kramer, Past Commodore
Lee Pfeilsticker, board member Mark Mosby. Not pictured: board member Jim
Johnson, board member David McKusick.



After a protracted process of resume review (over 80), interviews and much spirited debate among
board members we offered the job of SPYC Business Manager to Roger Anderson and he has accept-
ed.  Roger brings his practical experience of managing the office functions of the SPYC to this larger
job of managing all functions  of the club.  We like his commitment and enthusiasm to take this new job
on and we have given him our full support.  

The Board and committee responsibilities for 2008 are as follows: 

Commodore: Peter Kramer
Vice Commodore: M.J. Babcock: Strategic Planning, Membership
Rear Commodore: Gordy Mergens: Operations Chair
Treasurer: Jerry Quale: Finance Committee
Secretary: Denny Sando: Operations
Fleet Surgeon: Ralph Delong: Green initiative, Safety
Fleet Captains: Dave McKusick: Marketing/Operations

Tom Marrone:   Marketing 
Jim Johnson: Marketing
Julie Ann Marrone: Social

Quartermaster: Mark Mosby: Operations

We continue our discussions with the city and Corps. on the dredging issue and will report any actions
to you immediately. 

We also met with the RNC Host Committee to review our responsibilities regarding the public dock, and
we are preparing a proposal to them for a transient slip package for the convention.  Be prepared for a
very busy Labor Day weekend. 

We need a newsletter editor - please volunteer for this high profile, rewarding position. 

As you were!

Peter Kramer
Commodore, SPYC

Mrs. Adventure Here
with social committee
updates!

The fun never stops at
the yacht club, this
winter , we enjoyed 2
weekends of Boot
hockey and potluck
dinners hosted by
Danny Delude and
Rene & Denise
Rollins. The General
made a great warming
house along with the
upper harbor as our ice
rink! Although it was below zero we enjoyed lots of warm-
ers including chili , sloppy joes , pizza , fried chicken, hot
chocolate, clam chowder, and frozen beer to helped keep
the 
frost away , also the "kids" played a concert with "guitar
heros" to pass the time inside the general.

The Commodore's Ball will be on May 17th, look for
your invitations!!! Food, Fun, Dancing on the Betsy
Northrop, we'll be DANCING UNDER THE STARS while
cruising the river, and early drop off for those who need
their sleep. The Chicken Feed will kick off the boating sea-
son.

I am looking for people to join me on the Social commit-
tee, whether it be once in awhile or with all the events, Fun
is always to be had! Lots of new and exciting plans are
under way! You can contact me at:

juliemarrrone@msn.com or 651-488-3035.

Looking forward to a wonderful, event filled year on the
river!

Mrs. 
Adventure

- Commodore’ s Repor t -
The new board is set and has hit the ground running. Roger
Anderson is our new business manager and the 2008 boat-
ing season is here.

Elections – We have another good bunch of people on the
2008 board of directors. Congratulations to all. Sadly, Lee
Pfeilsticker has resigned as past commodore. Thanks to Lee
for his service on the board.

We have old (dredging, etc.) and new(Republican conven-
tion, etc.) issues to tackle. We need to make progress on all
fronts this year.

Managing of the marina – The board has decided to hire
Roger Anderson as the SPYC business manager.
Congratulations to Roger. Now that this decision is settled we
can move forward with the business of the club and the mari-
na.   

Pay your bill – We still have some receivables from last year
to collect. If you owe the club any amount, please pay it
promptly.  Thank you for your full cooperation on this issue. 

Slips – We have about 30 slips open and transient dockage.
We need to fill our slips to pay the bills. The $100 finder fee
is still paid to anyone who recruits a boater to slip at the
SPYC.      

Operations Committee – I am looking for volunteers to serve
on the operations committee. This committee sets policy and
deals with any issue that affects the marina, boat yard or
parking lots. We meet on the third Wednesday of the month
at 5pm in the office. Your participation will be welcome.

Vessel Safety Checks – It is time to get your vessel checked
in 2008. Please get the report into the office to be recorded.
If you have not had a check performed on your boat, you
need to get this done. This is now a standing rule that opera-
tions is enforcing. The club is requiring that each boat have a
current survey, or a safety inspection performed by either the
coastguard auxiliary (free) or staff (charge) and proof that the
boat meets minimum requirements of Fire Extinguishers,
Ventilation, Backfire Flame Control (if applicable), Marine
Sanitation Devises (No discharge of untreated waste possi-
ble), Overall Vessel condition: Clean bilge, electrical system,
fuel system, No automotive parts. Not complying with this
rule could impede your launch. Every boat needs to get this
done NOW! 

With that said…Lets go boating!

Gordy Mergens

- U69 Scuttlebutt - 

News Release - April 1, 2008
The St. Paul Parks and Recreation Department today announced final
plans for the much anticipated Kelley’s Landing modified Basquel lift
bridge over the entrance to the SPYC upper harbor; the new bridge will
incorporate 21st century technology with and 18th century historic
appearence to satisfy both historicists and geeks. SPYC boaters will
use a handheld device similiar to a garage door opener or TV remote to
operate the bridge when leaving the SPYC upper harbor.The operating
device will be available for sale at both Target and Best Buy. The Parks
Department is offering a one dollar rebate coupon. Contact bridgeopen-
ing.com for details. (Note: boaters are asked to shut off their cell
phones, marine radios, radar, microwave ovens, and GPS when within
100 yards of the bridge to avoid accidental openings which might spill a
family of bicyclists into the river) 

Contact Roger Anderson at the SPYC for more information.



the His tor y My ster y of t he Mont h is...

Unfor tunate events - caused by man and nature -
sometime befall us. Can anyone identify these
boats? Anyone know the story of how they
ended up in these sad circumstances? If you
have any infor mation for us, please contact
Penny Miller b y e-mail at pensmiles@aol.com
OR by snail mail at 22 7 Prescott St., St. Paul,
MN 55107. Thanks!

Notes from the Yard Dog !!

Summers com’in and its time to get ready to launch the
ships!!  But before that happens there are some things to do -
both by us in the yard -and the captains of each boat that
gets in the drink!! Safety is the main concern here, followed
by environmental concerns, then ease of launch. 

The first ----safety; if you’re repainting any part of your boat
be aware of the proper way to do the job and make sure you
have the correct paint for the job. If your painting the bot-
tom, all sanding and scraping should be contained by laying
out poly or tarps on the ground to catch the debris - ITIS
TOXIC!!! Also be aware of how you dispose of extra paint,
strippers, and any equipment used to perform the job. (Let
things dry out before you put in the trash). Try to be
GREEN!! 

Remember ABSOLUTELY NO fueling of boats in the yard,
the gas dock will be there for you!! Don’t put old tarps in
dumpster. If you change you own oil DON’TSPILL IT!!
Dispose of it in the correct tank in the yard. Be sure that
your bilge is clean of oil, this is a big problem and WE
WILL INSPECTeach boat even before it gets off the
BLOCKS. We will not clean your bilge for you so get it
done beforehand or you’ll be DIRT BOATING until it’s
done! 

Be sure decks are clear of ALL clutter i.e.: chairs, grills,
extra cordage, unattached deck line and anchors not in place.
Dogs can trip on it. You should have 4 dock lines ready and
on the cleats for us. Bumpers should be in place but laid on
the gunnels ready for launch. Pick up the area around your
boat. Litter is just that -litter and not cool as your momma
isn’t here to pick up after you!! Be sure you have removed
any ropes or tape connected to the blocks and stand as well. 

Your boat is a big investment so protect it with the proper
dock lines , I’ve seen 35 foot boats tied up with shoe string
or rope from the Days of the Spanish Armada and some

shorter than my ARM!! Come on Captains, invest in your
craft! Confused about what to buy? The most accepted and
best quality is braided nylon with a loop on the end and here
are the 
rules of thumb for the size boat you have: 

3/8" up to 25' 
1/2" up to 35' 
5/8" up to 45' 
3/4" up to 55' 
7/8” up to 65’

What length? For dock lines that are a fixture of your perma-
nent slip, work out the appropriate lengths, usually 15 to 20
feet will do. Nothing is more convenient than pulling into
your slip and simply dropping eyes over the mooring cleats.
For a set of dock lines that travel with the boat, I like lines
equal to the length of the boat. It is essential for spring lines
to be this long. You can get away with shorter bow and stern
lines; the inconvenience of a line that is too long is far less
than one that is too short. 

Also be sure batteries are fully charged and BILGEPUMPS
ARE OPERABLE!!! You should do a safety check that all
switches that should be off are off and all that should be on
are on!! 

If you are in doubt about anything or you are experiencing
problems, have any special needs just ask one of the yard
dogs and we’ll help if we can!! 

Remember we are there to help and want to make this a
smooth trouble free transition from land to water for you as
well as the St Paul Yacht Club. We will do our best to pro-
tect your investment and provide you the trouble free boat-
ing experience you deserve. Also watch where you park dur-
ing the launch you may be in our way, we don’t bite but we
can growl!!! 

YOUR FRIENDLY OL YARD DOG!!!!

Di sast er !
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St. Paul Yacht Club Board Meeting 12/17/2007 
 

Board Members present: 
 

 
Staff Present: Roger Anderson 
 
Guests Present: None 
 
Call to order at 7:00 PM. 
 
An obituary for Bernice Rand was presented. 
 
The minutes from November were approved with changes. 
 
Staff report – Roger 
City rent is due, the clubhouse contribution is due. We will have to dip into short-term debt to pay these.  
 
Treasurer’s report 
Accepted as submitted. Several board members will assist in making calls to past-due accounts. 
 
Operations:  
A motion to purchase the steel for the strengthening triangles was made, seconded, and passed. This will provide 
work for staff during the winter, and the purchase was previously authorized in the 2008 budget. 
Plowing of the lower harbor parking lot is difficult because of a number of city-owned cars that are parked there.  
Trash is overflowing the dumpsters. We need to have the city schedule additional pickups. 
A motion was made to allocate $1500 to replace the furnace on the “General”  to extend the season to at least the 
November meeting. Motion seconded and passed. 
We received a letter of clarification from EOR regarding the dredging issue.  
 
Social – we have about 70 RSVPs for the holiday party. A motion was made to allocate $100 for each of Rick, 
Pat, and Roger for a Christmas gift. Motion seconded and passed. 
 
Peter will head a committee to gather material and a backdrop for the Minneapolis Boat Show, 23-27 Jan. We 
will need a number of people to staff the booth these days. Members who are available to work should contact 
Peter or Roger to volunteer. 
 
A committee (Peter, Jerry, Denny, Gordy, and Tom Mega) will review the job applicants for the business 
manager position. 
 
In executive session, we reviewed the job description for business manager. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Dennis Sando, Secretary. 
 
 

Commodore Vice 
Comm 

Secretary Treasurer Board Board Board Board Board Board Past 
Comm 

Peter Jim Dennis Jerry Ralph Bob Jim Gordy Mark Rich Lee 
Kramer McGowan Sando Quaal DeLong Draine Johnson Mergens Mosby Wright Pfeilsticker 

PK JM DS JQ RD BD JJ GM MM RW LP 
X  X X X X  X X X X 



Callisto On The Move
by Jim Johnson - UH80

We arrived at the Columbus Marina in Columbus, Mississippi on Nov. 23rd .  We stayed there until Jan. 4th.
During those six weeks we got acquainted with many of the boat owners that were heading to the gulf  and also
doing the loop.  On our second morning in Columbus we spotted a familiar boat called "The Columbia".  You will
remember this as Dave Engfers boat which was tied along the Miller Dock for many years.  The new owners had
been there for a couple months and they planed on staying for a few more.  We had a nice long visit with them
before we left.  They were enjoying their new boat.  

We left Columbus on the morning of Jan. 4th and made it as far as Cochran's Cutoff at mile 287 on the Tenn-Tom
waterway before we decided to drop anchor for the night.  As we pulled into this anchorage we lost the use of our
sounder and I had to use a depth gauge I didn't have much faith in.  As we got farther into the cutoff the sounder
came back to life and I regained the ability to find a safe spot for the night.  Our next destination was Demopolis,
Alabama at mile 216 and we arrived there at 4:30 in the afternoon.  We gased-up and then went to dinner at The
Red Barn.  It was the eatery  recommended by the local folks.  We left at 6:00 am the next morning and made
the 97 mile trek to Bobby's Fish Camp.  During the summer months they have a tie along dock which is 160 feet
long but they pull this out in December and don't put it back until April.  The gas dock is 40 feet long and there
was already a 35 foot boat tied up for the night.  They offered and we accepted to tie up to their boat for the
night.  In the morning we met Bobby and filled up with gas.  Even though we were not tied up to his dock, he
charged us $40.00 for the night.  He also added a surcharge of 5% if you use a credit card for your purchases.
We had brought some cash with us so we paid him in fifty dollar bills.  He liked that.  On the wall of the office was
a mounted alligator gar fish that weighed 150 pounds.  Bobby caught it a few years back.  

The next morning we went through Coffeeville Lock & Dam.  This was the 42nd lock we had gone through on our
trip to the gulf.  It is also the last lock before reaching Mobile Bay.  We didn't want to get to Mobile towards dusk
so we anchored 50 miles upstream in a deep anchorage called the Alabama Cutoff.  There was a depth of 10 to
12 feet all the way into the cutoff.  When we left the next morning there was a good deal of fog so we cruised
slow for about an hour until it burned off.  

Arriving in Mobile Bay is quite a site.  Huge oil tankers are lined up on the west side of the channel and all sorts
of other ocean going vessels are scattered among the large slips and tie alongs.  We entered the shipping chan-
nel at marker 84 and continued out into the gulf until we reached marker 72.  At this point we turned to a 90
degree heading and east for one mile.  We then turned to a 120 degree heading and after 6 ½ miles we entered
Eastern Shores Marina.  That night we opened a bottle of champagne which was given to us by Gary and Paula
Fishbeck  of UH72.  They wanted us to celebrate when we finally made it to the gulf.  On Tuesday Jan. 15th we
are leaving Eastern Shore and cruising over to Pensacola via the intercoastal waterway.  We will have our long
awaited visit with Ron and Barb Hilson on the 23rd.  Skip and Becky Mosby as well as Mark Mosby will also be in
Pensacola during that period.  I'm sure we will have a great time visiting with them.  We will open our second bot-
tle of champagne that evening.  This was given to us by Bill and Mary Pat Gibbs, UH76.   Mark will cruise with us
from the 24th to the 30th.  During that time we hope to visit Ft. Walton Beach, Destin, Panama City and
Apalachicola. 

Our last article didn't make it into the A&L so here is the continuation.

On Jan. 15th we left Eastern Shore Marina and cruised over to Pensacola Bay via the intercoastal waterway.
Very relaxing indeed.  On the port side we passed a marina and restaurant called LuLu's.  LuLu is Jimmy Buffet's
sister.  We decided to pass this by and stop on our way back in March.  We checked into Palafox Marina in
Pensacola and stayed there for a week.  We hired a diver to check our props and install new zincs on our shafts.
He came up with a poly rope that was 6 foot long and 1 ½ inches in diameter.  It was lodged between the rear
strut and the prop.  He also checked all the thru-hull fittings and charged us $100.00.  We met at Ron and Barb
Hilson's house for a get together during that week.  Mark Mosby, Skip and Becky Mosby and their son Ken, Gary
Hietala and his friend Brad, Sharon and I were all in attendance.  We had a great time with lots of snacks and

beverages.  The next day we were given a private tour of the Naval Air Museum by Ron.  He is a walking ency-
clopedia of Naval history.  He spent 28 years in the Naval Air Program and retired as a Commander.  He was
also an F4 carrier pilot that spent 3 years active duty in Vietnam.  Our thanks go out to Ron for all his service.

After our week at Palafox we checked into the Naval Base Marina.  We were sponsored by Ron.  A first class
operation with wonderful new docks and fingers.  The docks are floating so you don't have to worry about the
tides.  We spent 3 days there and then moved on to Ft. Walton Beach for a two day stay.  Mark Mosby is now
onboard and is a great help.  We then left for Panama Beach Marina.  On our cruise over we passed Destin and
SanDestin.  The slip fees were
double that of Panama City so
we just cruised by and waved.  

We decided to make Panama
City our final destination this
year so we checked in for a
one month stay at the Panama
City Marina.  Very nice facility
with a concrete seawall to keep
most of the gulf swells out.  

We left Panama City on Feb.
25th and cruised back to Ft.
Walton.  We spent 3 days at
the City Marina.  On Feb. 28th
we returned to the Naval Base
Marina and will spend one
week here before starting back
up the river system.   We will
be going back up the TomBigbee Waterway (450 miles), down the Tennessee River (235 miles), down the Ohio
River (60 miles) and up the Mississippi River (840 miles) for a total of 1,585 miles. We will stay at some marina's
or anchorages for a few days.  In Columbus, MS we will rent a car and drive to Tupelo, MS to see the birth place
of Elvis and then over to Graceland.  A few other side trips are planned.

We hope to be back in St. Paul around the 15th of April.  HAPPY TAX DAY!!!!!!!    

Jim and Sharon

Congratulations
to newlyweds 

Dan and Nicole
Beers! 

(Dan even moved to a
regular house on land,

but will continue to have
a smaller boat in our

lower harbor)


