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All Boats Launched Tuesday, June 1 SPYC Boatyard
General Meeting* Tuesday, June 8th at 7:30 pm Wigington Pavilion
Sail-A-Way to 826 Saturday, June 19th Mile Marker 826
TGIF Friday, June 25th at 7 pm Camp Clubhouse
Taste of Minnesota July 2 through 5th Harriet Island
Captain’s Breakfast July 3 at 10 am Camp Clubhouse
Sail-A-Way to 826 Saturday, July 17th Mile Marker 826
TGIF Friday, July 23rd at 7 pm Camp Clubhouse
Red Bull Flugtag Saturday, July 24th Harriet Island
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ANCHOR & LINE
The Saint Paul Yacht Club was founded in 1912 as the Saint Paul Motor Boat Club for the purpose of fostering a greater interest in
motor boating and the Mississippi River.  In 1934 the club adopted its present name, S.P.Y.C., and continues more than 90 years of
service to its members and the community.

St.PaulYachtClub
Dedicated to safe and affordable boating through cooperative efforts...

FOUNDED 1912

100 Yacht Club Rd. B-1, St. Paul, MN 55107

Anchor & Line
S.P.Y.C.
100 Yacht Club Road, B1
Saint Paul  MN 55107
651-292-8964

Please submit articles, stories, photos,
etc. to the Editor, S.P.Y.C., 100 Yacht
Club Road B-1 Saint Paul,  MN 55107
E-mail: Office@spyc-mn.org
Web:http://stpaulyachtclub.org

Deadline
Articles must be submitted by the 
25th of the month for publication the
following month. 

Roger Anderson, Editor

St. P aul Y acht Club Commodores
From left to right: Neil DenBleyker , Peter Kramer , Greg DenBleyker , Frank Kline,
T ruman Howell, Gordy Mergens, Barb Haake, Dave Engfer , Lee Pfeilsticker

Taken at  2010 Commodore’s Ball aboard the Jonathan Paddelford, St. Paul



From the Management...

The big news this month is dredging and water lev -
els. As the high water of earlier this year has receded,
we’re starting to see exactly what levels of extra silt the
flood waters brought us. The news is not good. 

We have scheduled the upper harbor mouth and well area
to be dredged as soon as possible after the DNR imposed
moratorium that is lifted June 15th. The area was sound -
ed on June 3-4 and we’re seeing 2-3 the material we has
to remove the last time we did this in 2005 - about 3,000
cubic yards. 

We will be holding this material in the north end of the
boat lot very close to to the river until it is adequately
dried and then moving out via trucks for use as fill. This
is a more drawn out process but saves us a good deal of
money. It also will build up the area were the lot is lowest
and first susceptible to flooding so some may stay there.
We will have to pull down the fencing and move some
boats and you’ll see that happen over the next couple
weeks. 

I wish had more positive news about the other dredging
we need. There are the typical areas in the lower harbor
that need to be addressed like the area between the
Miller dock and City dock, and the harbor mouth. This is
always an expensive proposition and we are trying to get
some FEMA assistance as the flood has made the situa -
tion much worse. If you are in - or go through - a particu -
larly shallow area, please inform me so I can keep track.

We’ll try to mark any areas that are particularly danger -
ous. If you’re in a real shallow slip, we’ll try and move you
to a more suitable area until we get some relief. 

I’d like to touch on the dog issue again. If you have a
dog, it has to be on the leash UNLESS it’s on your boat.
That means it must be on a leash in the Park or parking
lots, on the dock, up at Camp Clubhouse, EVERY -
WHERE. This is not just our rules, it both Park rules and
State law. There are a lot of dogs here - big, small, lively,
quiet - but it doesn’t matter. The rule applies to ALL own -
ers and ALL dogs. We’ve been doing pretty good on this
over last season but we’re getting sloppy again. IF YOU
HAVE A DOG, THIS APPLIES TO YOU.

We are going into event season. Elsewhere in this
issue I have published the events calendar for Harriet
Island, please make note of those dates that have info
regarding controlled parking/access and plan accordingly.
There are just a handful through Taste of Minnesota and
they should be minimally disruptive.

Speaking of Taste , there have been a number of
changes this year including a reduction of fire works to
just July 4, and ticket prices of $20-$30 that I believe will
reduce the attendance substantially. They are also taking
up less space in the lots, and the access will be fenced like
last year again which worked well. As I find out specifics I
will forward them to everyone. Here is their website :
http://www.tasteofmn.com/index.html. I’ve looked at the
bands; nothing I would pay $20 for.

Roger

- Commodore’ s Repor t -
I started composing this column on Seelevel, at Pike Island,
on the Sunday of Memorial day weekend. This is our third
night here and it has been just perfect. Even the rain today
was welcomed. Gibson, who is new to all this, has found
doggy Valleyfair.. I hope everyone has had the same great
start to the summer boating season.

Friday was TGIF and the first event at Camp Clubhouse, our
temporary gathering spot until the new clubhouse is con-
structed. Tom Marrone and his crew have put a lot of time
into this and have made it a fun, go with what you’ve got,
fortress. Monday was the Memorial Day steak fry at the
camp, and by the end, Tom was looking hard for something
to put on the grill. They burned through (no pun intended) all
120 steaks and some chicken breasts, consumed by a great
group of SPYC members and guests. Check the calendar for
up coming events at Camp Clubhouse. 

I want to thank everyone who helped decorate the marinas
for the holiday weekend and summer. The Quaal’s donated
plants from their business. Mark Mosby, Dirk Kramer, and
Doug Smith (better known in these parts as Jethrow) for the

American flags around the docks. Also thanks to everyone
who pick up trash in the marina and park. This goes along
way to keeping this place the pearl that it is.

On a business note, I want to say that dredging, which is at
the top of our to do list, should happen just after the 15 of
June (post spawning). The clubhouse is moving along as
scheduled. Floats should be in next week and anyone who
has time to help attach them to the platform should call the
office. This will not only speed up the process but will keep
our costs down. We have only five open slips to fill, which is
terrific in the current economy. Gas prices remain at 3.50 a
gallon, which is the cheapest on the river for high octane
clear, the best gas on the river.

In closing, let’s keep the fun going, be safe, courteous to
your fellow boaters, and help out where ever you can.

With that said…let’s go boating.

Gordy

Beanie
Babies

Remember those
things? Beanie
Babies? Kids used to
love them. 

Well if you have any
laying around we are
taking a collection to
be shipped to
Afghanistan for distri-
bution to local children
by US Troops. 

All you need to do is
drop them off in the
office and a Yacht
Club member (who
wishes to remain
anonymous) will col-
lect and handle the
rest of the process of
getting them to into
the hands of soldiers. 

Thanks to all who
joined us for the
2010 orientation

session, and
WELCOME NEW

MEMBERS!



Greetings Fellow Yacht Club  Members!
HELLO FELLOW BOATERS AND CREWS! Here's a list of dates to mark down for fun!!

June 19th & 20th SAIL AWAY TO MILE 826
JUNE 25TH FRIDAY 7PM THE LEEKY
BEATS LIVE AT CAMP CLUBHOUSE POT
LUCK T.G.I.F.

JULY 3RD SATURDAY 10 AM
CAPTAINS BREAKFAST AT
CAMP CLUBHOUSE COME FOR A
TASTE! (PANCAKES ,EGGS
,BACON ,SAUSAGE AND LOTS
MORE)
(BLOODYMARY BAR TOO!!)  JULY 17TH
& 18 SAIL AWAY TO MILE 826. JULY23
T.G.I.F. "SURF'S UP PARTY" JULY24TH
RED BULL FLUGTAG!

THANKS FOR ALL YOUR SUPPORT AND
KEEP ON A COMIN'

TOM MARRONE  

THOMAS MARRONE, AKA:THE CONTINENTAL, AKA:CAPTAIN
ADVENTURE

We'll See ya on the River!!       
Thomas Marrone
651-488-3035 home
651-356-2182 cell
tgmarrone@gmail.com business
thomasmarrone@msn.com personal
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04-26-10 St. Paul Yacht Club Board Meeting 
 

Board Members present: 
 

 
Roger Anderson: Present 
 
Guests Present: Ron Hilson 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:03 PM. 
 
Roger Anderson’s written staff report was reviewed. It was requested that progress of the lease extension and the 
possibility of getting a bike rack be checked on with Gary Korum of Parks & Rec. 
 
Finance Committee- Financial report was presented by Jerry Quaal and accepted as presented. The discussion turned 
to expenses incurred during the flood and boater assessment amounts. Staff supplied figures that suggested $50 per 
boater would cover the costs and Jim Johnson motioned that the assessment be made in that amount. Motion passed. 
It was requested that a finance committee meeting be convened prior to the next board meeting to explore a variety 
of issues. 
 
Operations – Our oldest pieces of equipment – the International forklift (Old Yeller) was down recently and 
repaired. It is the opinion of the ops committee that it has a limited life going forward and should be considered for 
replacement. A marina “clean up” day is scheduled for Saturday, May 22nd and a list of tasks will be completed. The 
installation of “safety stations” along the dock was discussed and will be refined by committee. Safety checks will 
be promoted again and June 6th is established as the first marina – wide day when several CGA examiners will be 
available on site. 
 
Clubhouse – See attached committee report 
 
Social – Calendar of events was reviewed including Commodore’s Ball May 8th and Orientation May 15th. It was 
requested that we inquire with the city for permission to use 50 or so of the paving stones that are stored in out yard 
to make a fire ring for “Camp Clubhouse.” 
 
Membership – A list of boaters eligible for full membership will be prepared and a mailing will be done to invite 
them to join. We discussed life members and the recent inactivity in honoring anyone. Jim Johnson put forth a 
motion that we confer life membership on the following members: Mark Mosby, Peter Kramer, Gordy Mergens, 
Ralph DeLong, Greg Denblyker, Lee Phielsticker, Tom Mega. Peter Kramer and Gordy Mergens declined as they 
felt it was inappropriate for a sitting officer to be selected. All others were voted upon and passed. 
 
Marketing – Jim Johnson  reported that 28 transient invite letters were sent to local marinas to invite other boaters to 
come see us. The referral award for members and related marine staff is still in place. 
 
Green Marina – No report. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted; 
 
Roger Anderson , in lieu of Secretary Dennis Sando 

Commodore Vice 
Comm 

Secretary Treasurer Board Board Board Board Board Board Past 
Comm 

Gordy Jim Dennis Jerry Mark Tom Marc Fran Dave MJ Peter 
Mergens Johnson Sando Quaal Mosby Marrone Denn Potvien McCusik Babcock Kramer 

GM JJ DS JQ MM TM MD FP DM MJ PK 
X X  X X X  X X X X 

St Paul Yacht Club 
6/8/10 Clubhouse Committee progress report

The Clubhouse Committee had a meeting on Thursday 5/27/10.
And In attendance was Mark Mosby, Richard Felsheim Fran
Potvien Jim Johnson & Dave McKusick.  We also met the follow-
ing week on Wed 6/2/10 in attendance was Mark Mosby Fran
Potvien, Jim Johnson Jerry Quaal & Dave McKusick. We wel-
comed Fran Potvien to the clubhouse committee, our latest volun-
teer.

We received the building plans from Morton on Friday 5//21/10
and reviewed them in our 2 meetings. The committee redlined
questions, concerns and changes and they were sent back to
Morton for consideration.

We spent half of our first meeting measuring out for the spud pole
locations and dredging area for that process to begin after the DNR
spawning restriction on June 15th.

The entire order of floats has been delivered to the boat yard. The
last platform sections are being completed by Rick & Tom and

sent to the galvanizer.

Now that we have building plans, Jim will spearhead the process
of working with plumbing and electrical contractors to finalize the
utility designs and obtain accurate bids.

Jim is also organizing a volunteer crew of carpenters to donate
their time to design & construct the interior floor deck of the plat-
form which will be insulated to R42 and form a thermal break
between the clubhouse floor and the river ice in the winter.

Mark determined we have just enough extra dock sections to form
the perimeter decking that Morton requires for construction.

We have sent building plans to the city for review and are waiting
for them to issue our building permit. Once that is received and the
dredging is complete we can begin the assembly process of the
platform and floats.

Respectfully submitted,
David McKusick /Clubhouse chair
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