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ANCHOR & LINE
The Saint Paul Yacht Club was founded in 1912 as the Saint Paul Motor Boat Club for the purpose of fostering a greater interest in
motor boating and the Mississippi River.  In 1934 the club adopted its present name, S.P.Y.C., and continues more than 90 years of
service to its members and the community.

St.PaulYachtClub
Dedicated to safe and affordable boating through cooperative efforts...

FOUNDED 1912

Anchor & Line
S.P.Y.C.
100 Yacht Club Road, B1
Saint Paul  MN 55107
651-292-8964

Please submit articles, stories, photos,
etc. to the Editor, S.P.Y.C., 100 Yacht
Club Road B-1 Saint Paul,  MN 55107
E-mail: SPYClub@qwest.net
Web:http://stpaulyachtclub.org

Deadline
Articles must be submitted by the 
25th of the month for publication the
following month. 

Roger Anderson, Editor
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June Calendar

All Boats out of Boatyard Wednesday, June 1st SPYC Boatyard
Special TGIF Friday, June 10th at 6:30 p.m. On the River Grill
New Member Orientation Saturday, June 11th 9:00 a.m. On the General
General Meeting Tuesday, June 14th at 7:30 p.m. On the General
Board Meeting Monday, June 27th at 7:00 p.m. SPYC Office
Taste of Minnesota June 30 - July 4th Harriet Island
General Meeting Tuesday, July 12th at 7:30 p.m. On the General
Board Meeting Monday, July 25th at 7:00 p.m. SPYC Office
Treasure Island Sail A Way Saturday, July 30th Treasure Island

100 Yacht Club Rd. B-1, St. Paul, MN 55107



- Commodore’ s Repor t -SPYC Board Meeting Minutes 
April 25th, 2005 7:00 p.m. at the SPYC Office

Meeting called to Order: Quorum present.
Present:  M.J. Babcock, Dick Fischer, Liz Garland, Anne Hofmann, George Letness, Gordy Mergens, Lee Pfeilsticker, Dennis
Sando, Terry Williams.  Staff: Roger Anderson  Absent:   Greg Den Bleyker, Bob Draine.  Staff: Pat Michaud. Guests:  Patricia
Fischer, Jim Johnson, and Randy Kroll, Dean Swenson, auditors from Wilkerson, Guthmann and Johnson, Ltd.

Reading of the Minutes:Motion made by T.W., seconded by G.M., to accept the minutes from the March 23, 2005 meeting.
Motion carried.

Open Forum: None

Audit Report: Randy Kroll and Dean Swenson There was much discussion regarding the independent auditors' report. The
SPYC's 2004 financials received an unqualified opinion and were considered in conformity with generally accepted accounting
principles. The SPYC is 501c7 non-profit and there was much discussion regarding our tax status, how it is figured with respect
to member and non-member revenue and how the club can generate more revenue through membership status. We also discussed
the need for long range revenue planning; the fact that our current financial status does not allow for borrowing to cover dredging
costs; what constitutes a reasonable debt capacity and financial cushion. The auditors also said they will provide a generic proto-
type for an accounting manual.  For a fee of $1500-2,000 they would also provide an outside view of the reasonableness of the
numbers in our long range financial plan if asked. If a member would like to see the audit, please contact R. Anderson at the
SPYC office.

Water based Clubhouse Report: Jim Johnson Jim Johnson presented an update on what the committee has been discussing. The
committee has been looking into options that include: a flat top building like the Showboat, a floating platform, a steel barge and
a cement barge.  Members have contacted MidCity, Skipperliner and other companies for bids. The committee will keep us
apprised of their efforts. Please contact Jim Johnson if you would like to attend the meetings or have suggestions for the commit-
tee.

Treasurer's Report: George Letness Much discussion centered on the need for dredging including what help we can get
from the city of St. Paul with respect to our lease and what help we can get from allies such as Mayor Randy Kelly and Sen.
Norm Coleman. P. Michaud is also meeting with the Corps of Engineers on May 5th.  G. Letness presented the current financial
report. Motion made by L.G., seconded by D.S. to accept financial report. Motion carried.

Staff Report: Roger Anderson R. Anderson presented a written staff report detailing general financial info, past due accounts,
getting the phone system working correctly, updating the web site. We have also had four reports of break-ins on boats.  In addi-
tion, R. Anderson has been dealing with the aftermath of the boat fire in the yard on April 12th.  He will keep us updated with
information regarding the investigation, determination of cause, claims, etc. The Board congratulated Roger and the staff for
quick thinking in handling the crises. While the fire was a "one of a boat owner's worst fears" it also could have been much
worse.  Thanks to the staff and the unidentified walker who reported the fire. M.J. Babcock asked on behalf of questioning mem-
bers what the status of the SPYC was in regard to the national membership association.  R. Anderson will check on our status.

Operations Committee:Gordy Mergens 8 slips are still open. Committee report included discussion of dredging, parking stick-
ers, the fact that boat launching has begun and the fire response. An article regarding safety issues will also be submitted to the
Anchor & Line. The light on the no wake signs has been approved by the City. The committee will bring forth a recommendation
regarding safety inspections for boats.  G. Mergens also stressed there is also a financial benefit to boat owners who have passed
a safety check. Another question from boat owners:  can live-a-boards continue to pay through the summer for a continuation of
the winter pump outs?  G. Mergens will check on this.

Membership: Liz Garland New boater orientation will be held for the 23 new boaters 9am - noon on Saturday, June 11th. The
committee is looking at ways to include more people in activities by using personal contact for events. The committee will also
be looking at ways to use the web site more efficiently with respect to getting information to and from the membership.

Commodore's Report: Lee Pheilsticker The Commodore summarized the history of the club and stressed the need to establish
trust with the membership as the basis for our actions and decision making processes.  All concurred. Because of the late hour,
the strategic planning part of the meeting will be postponed to our May meeting.

Meeting Adjourned: Meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted: M.J. Babcock

Thanks to everyone who worked on and attended the Commodore’s Ball on
May 21.  Everyone I talked with said they enjoyed the food, the music and had
a great time talking with “old” friends and with getting to know some new
members, as well as guests who joined us that evening.  The weather cooperat-
ed, the Captain and crew of the Betsy Northrup did a great job and it was really
a nice evening.  Again, thanks to Anne Hofmann and the Social Committee for
doing a terrific job of planning and delivering another enjoyable event for the
Club.

The 2005 boating season is underway, albeit a wet and slow start.  There are
more boats in the yard this late in May, than I remember in past years.  I know
the weather has contributed to the situation.  I urge those of you still on land to
do your best to get your boats launch-ready, schedule with Pat, and get in the
water asap.  Also, just FYI, the gas dock is open for business and the river is
dropping back to a more normal level.  Our new docks (with electrical outlets
and water) should be completed by the time you get this copy of the Anchor &
Line.

Please look in this issue of the A&L for a summary of the meeting Pat Michaud
and I attended recently with the Corps of Engineers and the City of St. Paul re
DREDGING in the lower harbor.

Important Reminder:  The New Boater Welcome and Orientation is coming up
in June.  ALL new boaters need to attend this important meeting.  Bring your
family or boat co-owners with you.  The information shared at this meeting is
meant to make your boating experience with the SPYC safer and more enjoy-
able.  There’s a lot of information to be shared with you by many knowledge-
able members of the Board and the Club in general.  It’s also a great way to
meet more of the members of the Club and feel more a part of our boating com-
munity.   We look forward to seeing you there.

Here’s to a safe and fun boating season!

Thanks, Lee 

-U59 Scuttlebutt- 

The good news is we have plenty of water under our boats to float. The bad news is it has been too rainy to enjoy it.  The rain didn't keep the
SPYC from having another nice evening on the river for the Commodore's Ball and as you can see from the pictures in this issue, it didn't stop
a hand full of volunteers to come down and help out with the nail-away. I want to thank everyone who participated, especially the staff and
those people who where there for both the 4/16 and 5/21 nail-away.

2005 board - Strategic plans are a high priority for this board and after the original meeting it was agreed to devote time to this during each
board meeting. Unfortunately that did not happen during the April or May meetings so we are in the process of correcting this shortfall either
with a special meeting or an early slot on the board meeting agenda.

Operations - Everyone should be concerned about the depth of our harbors and dredging. Both harbors have been sounded and it doesn't look
as bad as originally thought. The lower harbor has actually had some scouring after the removal of the temporary bridge to Raspberry Island
and might get some additional help with some 'debris removal' by the Corps of Engineers. The upper harbor could get by with some spot
dredging in the short term. So even is it stops raining we should be ok. We are down to 5 open slips. Again, if you know of someone who
would like to boat out of St. Paul, have him or her call the office for information.  

Safety -The Operations team is recommending that everyone have the Coastguard Auxiliary safety check to help identify potential problems on
your vessel. We think that this is a serious enough issue that we proposed to the board that these be mandatory. The board had the same issue
with enforcement that operations struggled with and it did not pass. We are however asking that all boats in our harbors have a safety exam
and display the decal proudly to show others that your vessel has passed and meets all required state and federal regulations.        

With that said...let's go boating!

THE ISLAND 
IS CALLING!

Yes, the Island is calling! It’s time to start think-
ing about the Treasure Island Sail-A-Way. This
year’s event will be on the weekend of July 30th.
Unfortunately, we WILL NOT be able to provide
any rooms this year, so if you’re coming you will
have to stay on your boat (that’s more fun any-
way)     Wanda

Date: July 30th, 2005, Place: C dock at 6:00
p.m. for potluck supper. 

We will have the costs of the dock space very
soon, and I’m taking reservations NOWso
give me a call!

Call Wanda at 651-773-5881

Rememberlast year?



CAPTAIN’S DELIGHT, 1976 33’Carver Mariner.
12’ beam, flybridge, twin 255 hp engines, 6.5 KW
gen set, VHF radio. Sleeps  8, hot water, full head
w/stand up shower, many extras. COMES WITH
COVERED SLIP Don Folsom 651-784-7840

42’ Whitcraft
Houseboat

Liveaboard sta-
tus. Steel hull,
beautiful interior.
Twin 80 hp
Volvo I/Os. 

$28,000 Call 952-484-9278

1970 40’River
Queen Houseboat
Excellent condition,
$30,000. 1997 12ft
fiberglass Carolina
Skiff w/2000
Mariner 15hp motor

and trailer $2500. 2000 40’Slip cover, slip UH65 $4000

Total value $36,500. Buy all three for $34,500 today!
Lyn Parker 612-377-7454

1984
Albin
Family
Cruiser
$34,500 
Sleeps 4
in two
state-
rooms,
hinged
mast, fuel

efficient .6 gph., many extras. Call Ruby at 612-623-
3223. Pictures and specs can be found at
http://www.waste.org/~february/boat/ 

8’ Dinghy w/oars & sail.

Cold molded cedar - 3 ply. Loss
of storage space forces sale.

$500 763-732-1697

1991 Searay
310/330
Sundancer.
Twin 7.4 Merc
V-drives,
excellent con-
dition.
Generator,
AC/heat,
Windlass,

Camper top, loaded with options and extras. $59,500
Don LaValle 651-451-3018

1998 28
Bayliner
2850 Ciera
Sunbridge,
7.4 Merc.
with Bravo
III Outdrive,
Dockside
Power,

Depth Finder, VHF Radio, Full Canvas. In looking around
at this boat, there is little sign of use. The upholstery, inte-
rior, cushions, bilge all look and smell new. $39,900 call
Jim Johnson at 952-475-3151.

Contributed by Peter Kramer, SPYC Commodore Ret. Thanks Peter, you’ll notice I’ve been on a diet...  - editor.

Floating Clubhouse

The floating clubhouse committee has met a number
of times and is in the process of defining a plan that
will meet many of the yacht club needs.   The process
has been broken down into several areas of discussion
including: 1. Where it will be located  2. The material
and costs of the hull  3.  The style and floorplan of the
building 4. A time frame for starting and completing
the project.  A brief presentation has been given to the
board in regards to where the planning is at this time
and the potential costs.  We will keep the membership
informed as this plan continues to unfold.   



Thank God It 's Float ing!
So let 's party!!!

SPYC “Buffet Bash” on the River Grill. Friday
6/10/05 (note this is actually the SECOND friday in
June) 6:30 to ??? Come Celebrate the beginning of

warm weather and check out the newly opened River
Grill on the City Dock. Wear your finest tropical attire!

The SPYCwill have the second floor and upper deck ofthe
River Grill to ourselves! Special appetizers will be available, full menu

available on the first floor for purchase. Get in the mood with non-stop Jimmy Buffet music
and Jimmy Buffet videos. The River Grill will have a beer and wine service available. Come by
boat on a first show - first tie basis! Anyone who has a big screen TV or projection system
they will let us use, please call Anne Hofman 651-338-2261.

SPYC Social Page
Annual Memorial Day 

SPYC Barbecue
Monday May 30th

A great way to end your Memorial Day weekend.
Join us for food and fun in the SPYC Boatyard.
Rain or shine, outdoor seating in the yard,
indoor seating on the General. Serving at 5:00
p.m. Grilled Chicken, Corn on the Cob, Pat’s
Potatoes, Cole Slaw, Cake. Pop and Water pro-
vided. $8 per plate. 

Call Anne @ 952-546-9697 to volunteer.
Remember, there will be controlled parking - you
will need your hanging tag permit.

Come f or  t he f ood, st ay f or
t he f ireworks at  dusk!

Dredging  Report

The SPYC management and Board of Directors continues to examine the extent of 'silting in' in our harbors.  When the silt levels
build too high they can create problems for movement of our boats, and removing the excess silt is expensive and time-consum-
ing. 

Recently Pat Michaud and I attended a meeting with the Corps of Engineers and the Parks and Recreation of the City of St. Paul.
We reviewed the dredging history for our section of the Mississippi Rive from 1970 to 2004. Starting in 1990, the rate of silt
flow has increased between 5 and 15%. The Corps feels that some of the cause may be the urbanization of the Minnesota River
which carries more silt. Also, starting in 1990, the Corps did dredging at the lower harbor almost every year.  We discussed the
many changes that have happened over the years that may or may not have caused the increased shoaling (silting in) in the lower
harbor.  Examples include but are not limited to: 

The Smith Ave. bridge. With the old bridge, the Corps had to dredge almost every year just below the bridge.  Today this
is no longer a problem. 
1993 Flood 
1993 Paddlford dock moved up stream. 
1994 City dock was replaced with a less flow-restrictive dock, now called the Miller dock. 
1994 The Covington arrived.  
1995 The new city pier was built and the Covington moved to the new pier. 
1996 The start of the new Wabasha Bridge and the demolition of the old Raspberry Island bridge. At the time, a floating 
bridge was placed to allow access to Raspberry Island. It is my belief that it was the floating bridge that created most of 
the shoaling because it slowed the natural flow through that area. 
1997 Flood 
2000 Raspberry Bridge constructed. 
2001 Flood 
2004 New Yacht Club (Dahlgren) docks at Rapsberry Island. 

Anything that slows down the rate of flow of the river at any point increases the fall out of the silt that is in the water just beyond
the restriction. Also, if the river is carrying more silt it will eventually fall out. A combination of these two can create greater
shoaling. 

I took my dinghy just downstream of the floating Raspberry Island bridge just prior to its removal and there was only about 30"
of water.  Also, the current in the lower harbor was noticeably slower. My observation is that when the floating bridge was
removed, the current picked up in the area between Raspberry and the south shore and it dredged itself out to about 8'.  Also, the
area between the Hard Dock Cafe and the shore side docks is now 5' deep. We believe that this is a result of the current moving
faster through that area now. 

There is debris under the City pier and in the area were the old floating Raspberry Island bridge was. The floating bridge must
have caused this debris to be driven into the river bottom because it is piled up about 3' high. Now, at 8' deep, there is plenty of
height for the boats to pass over. The debris under the City pier is trapped in the dock structure. We believe this debris is slowing
the flow. 

The last time the corps dredged they only dredged up to the Miller dock, leaving the shoaling under the dock.  This also slows
the current.   The conclusion that was reached is that, if the debris could be removed and the shallow areas dredged, the area
could remain deep for years because of the rapidly moving current.   The City and Corps are going to try to get rid of the debris
this summer. As for the dredging in the lower harbor, neither the City nor the Corp has any money to do this. The Corp said that
they budget money for maintaining the harbor each year but the Federal Government rejects it.

We will be contacting United States Senator Norm Coleman to see what help he can provide in getting Federal funds released to
help solve this problem.  We have a wonderfully unique environmental situation in Federal waters and having our harbors located
within a Federal Park system.  We know that both Senator Coleman and Mayor Kelly are supportive of continuing riverfront
development and recreational use of the river.  We hope they will use their considerable influence to help us deal with the silting
problems so that the SPYC can continue to play an important role in the recreational use of the river in beautiful downtown St.
Paul.  

Lee Pfeilsticker


