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General Meeting Tuesday, June 10th at 7:30 p.m. On the General
Great River Bike Race* Friday, June 13 7 a.m to Noon Harriet Island
Wayve Becher 50th Party Sunday June 22nd at 1:00 p.m. SPYC Gas Dock
Board Meeting Monday, June 23rd at 7:00 p.m. SPYC Office
Taste of Minnesota Thursday, July 3rd- Sunday, July 6th Harriet Island
Board Meeting Monday, July 28th at 7:00 p.m. SPYC Office

*Note: This event will be closing off the SPYC boatyard to ALL traffic until Noon on Friday, June 13th. YOu will have
access to the Paddleford parking lot and far northeast side gate of the upper harbor.
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ANCHOR & LINE
The Saint Paul Yacht Club was founded in 1912 as the Saint Paul Motor Boat Club for the purpose of fostering a greater interest in
motor boating and the Mississippi River.  In 1934 the club adopted its present name, S.P.Y.C., and continues more than 90 years of
service to its members and the community.

St.PaulYachtClub
Dedicated to safe and affordable boating through cooperative efforts...

FOUNDED 1912

100 Yacht Club Rd. B-1, St. Paul, MN 55107

Anchor & Line
S.P.Y.C.
100 Yacht Club Road, B1
Saint Paul  MN 55107
651-292-8964

Please submit articles, stories, photos,
etc. to the Editor, S.P.Y.C., 100 Yacht
Club Road B-1 Saint Paul,  MN 55107
E-mail: SPYClub@qwestoffice.net
Web:http://stpaulyachtclub.org

Deadline
Articles must be submitted by the 
25th of the month for publication the
following month. 

Roger Anderson, Editor

Commodore’s Ball 2008



- U69 Scuttlebutt - 

Do you remember the biggest flood BEFORE the ‘65 overflow?
What year was it? What is the structure noted by the arrow? If
you have any infor mation for us, please contact Penny Miller
by e-mail at pensmiles@aol.com OR by snail mail at 22 7
Prescott St., St. Paul, MN 55 107. Thanks!

The summer boating season is going fast.
Memorial day and the chicken feed are
behind us and the TASTE is on our door
step. We need to get spruced up for Taste
and the Republican Convention. All eyes
will be on us, lets make a good showing.   

Slip s – We have about 17 slips open and
transient dockage. We need to fill our slips
to pay the bills. The $100 finder fee is still
paid to anyone who recruits a boater to
slip at the SPYC.      

Operations Committee – The committee
is meeting the third Wednesday of the
month at 5pm, anyone is welcome to join
us. One of our main tasks is to take action
on security issues. We have two good
options that we are proposing. One is an
automatic gate in the boat yard to make
sure the gate is always closed. The other
is an alarm system with a main unit to
sound an alarm and or call a number to
respond with motion pads in individual
boats. More information on these in the
months to come.

Vessel Safety Checks – It is time to get
your vessel checked in 2008. Please get
the report into the office to be recorded. If
you have not had a check performed on
you boat, you need to get this done. This
is now a standing rule that operations is
enforcing. The club is requiring that each
boat have a current survey, or a safety
inspection performed by either the coast-
guard auxiliary (free) or staff (charge) and
proof that the boat meets minimum
requirements of Fire Extinguishers,
Ventilation, Backfire Flame Control (if
applicable), Marine Sanitation Devises (No
discharge of untreated waste possible),
Overall Vessel condition: Clean bilge,
electrical system, fuel system, No automo-
tive parts. Not complying with this rule
could impede your launch. Every boat
needs to get this done NOW! 

With that said…Lets go boating!

Gordon Mergens

Mrs. Adventure Here with Social
Committee updates.

The Commodores ball was great fun and
everyone looked great!  It was nice to see
so many new boater there!  Let's do it
again on the river!!

The Chicken feed went over well. We
danced and had fun late into the night.

I want to give a big THANKS to all the
volunteers who help setup and tear down:
Jim & Sharon Johnson, Fran, Rick, Greg
Denblyker, Mark Mosby,Lloyd & Jo Ann
Enos, Harley Mead, and of course Renee, Di, Shannon, Sydney. I apolo-
gies to anyone I missed.

I want to give a special Thanks to the Yard Dog for spending most of his
day cooking the chicken for our feed. It was Excellent!

Don't forget Wayve's 50th Anniversary Open House on June 22nd from
2:00 to 6:00 p.m.  We will be celebrating on the Spirit of St. Paul, on the
SPYC gas dock.

Our 1st Sunday Fun Day is June 8th on Crosby Beach between 1:00-
7:00p.m.  Just look for the SPYC burgees flying just before the no wake
zone for Watergate. Bring a snack to share on the beach or stop and say Hi.

Any new ideas or volunteer help, contact me at: juliemarrone@msn.com or
(651)488-3035 

Mrs. 
Adventure

the 
BIG

Flood

the His tor y
My ster y 
of t he Mont h is... – All cars are stopped and asked where they are headed, UNLESS they 

have the proper orange hang tag on their mirror. Even with the tag 
the cars may be stopped and given directions as needed as lots may 
fill or special activities occur. 

– Guests/patrons of  vendors/residents are given paper passes to put on 
their dashboards and allowed access to the closest lot. These passes 
will be handed out until the lot fills and will be monitored throughout 
each day. The passes do have time limits on them to prevent ‘general 
festival goers’ from taking advantage of the passes. 

– School groups, busses, vans, etc will be allowed in to drop off guests, 
however they are not permitted to park in any of the parking lots. The 
lots are permanently signed NO RV, BUS or TRAILER parking. 
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�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

June 3 – Private Event/Banquet, 8a-4:30p 
June 4 – Private Event/Dinner, 5p-7p 
June 5 – Private Event/Graduation, 6p-9p 
June 6 – Private Event/Graduation, 6:30p-10p 
June 7 – Private Event/Wedding, 9:30a-12a 
June 7 – SP Chamber Run, 8a-10:30a: Route: starting 

near Target Stage, going up Ohage hill down 
Lilydale to the railroad bridge, then turning 
around and ending near the Target Stage. Please 
plan accordingly as Lilydale and the West entrance 
will be closed with limited access during breaks in 
runners from 7:45a through 10:30a 

June 8 – Private Event/Picnic, 12p-4p 
June 9 – Private Event/Lunch, 11a-1p 
June 10 – Private Event/Picnic, 10a-1p 
June 12 – Private Event/Graduation, 6p-9p 
June 13 – Private Event/Lunch, 2p-5p 
June 13 – Great River Bike Time Trials – down 

Lilydale Rd past railroad bridge, then coming back 
to Plato Blvd,  then turning onto Ohio to go up the 
hill –LILYDALE, one side of  PLATO and OHIO 
WILL BE CLOSED FROM 7a to 12p. Please 
notify anyone who will be affected by the closures! 

June 14 – Private Event/Wedding, 9:30a-12a 
June 15 – Private Event/Picnic, 10a-2p 
June 17 – Private Event/Ceremony, 5p-7p 
June 18 – Public Event/Children’s Music In the  

Park – Route 3, 12p-1p 
June 20 – Private Event/Wedding, 9a-12a 
June 21 – Private Event/Wedding, 9:30a-12a 
June 25 – Public Event/Children’s Music In the  

Park – Wild West Frontier Fest 
performance, 12p-1p 

June 28 – Public Event/Time To Fly Run and  
Picnic of Hope, 8a-3p Route: starting at the 
Pavilion, heads past Showboat and through the 
east parking lots across Wabasha St to Water St 
Then up Plato and down Lilydale to the railroad 
bridge and back to the pavilion for the finish line. 
Expect these roads to be closed with limited access 
during breaks in runners from 7:45a through 12p. 
Visit www.ccrftimetofly.com for more information. 

Upper Harbor (Yacht Club lot) Dumpster: Starting 5/1 to 10/31 two tips 
per week on Mondays and Fridays 
 

Pavilion & Padelford Dumpsters: Pavilion will be tipped three times per 
week from 4/15 to 10/14 and Padelford will have two tips on Mondays and 
Fridays from 4/15 to 5/31 
�

Kelly’s Landing Dumpster: Starting 5/1 to 10/31 will be tipped once a 
week on Wednesdays�

June 27  – construction/load in of fencing at Upper Landing Park 
June 29  – construction/load in of fencing at Harriet Island 
June 30  – Load in begins, controlled access starts at 8am at both East 

and West entrances (until 11p on Sunday, July 6th) 
**Set up of the RIDES and TENTS in the EAST LOT starting on 
Monday morning at 6am please advise residents and guests of the 
location for alternate parking. More information will come in a 
couple weeks to HI Vendors about alternate parking location and 
other details. 

July 3  – Event Hours: 3pm – 10:30p, fireworks 
July 4  – Race at 8a-9am, Starting at the Pavilion and heading down 

Lilydale Road to the railroad bridge, turning around and ending at the 
Pavilion. Expect road closures and limited access in and around these 
streets and the west entrance. Event Hours: opening time is TBD – 
10:30p, fireworks 

July 5  - Event Hours: 3pm – 10:30p, fireworks 
July 6  - Event Hours: 3pm – 10:30p, fireworks 

 
*LOAD OUT begins as soon as the park is clear of guests and will 

continue all night.  
*More information on Wabasha bridge closing times, race route and 

times, event details will be emailed to Harriet Island vendors as soon 
as it is determined. 

The large festivals provides security at the east and west entrances of the 
park to ensure limited parking for the Harriet Island vendors. The procedure 
is as follows for most of the large events: 
�

Lower Harbor Dumpsters (east end of 
park): 1 dumpster locked thru 5/31 the 
other is tipped weekly on Wednesdays 
thru 5/31, after 5/31 both dumpster will be 
tipped weekly on Wednesdays. 



NEW DIRECTORY
SAVE THESE DATES! Thursday , July 10th, 3-9 pm. Friday , July 1 1th 3-9 pm.
Saturday , July 12th 10-2 pm. These will be picture dates for the SPYC 2008 photo
directory . There will be an additional make up date as well.

We will be cont acting you to make an appointment soon! W e also need some vol -
unteers to help during the sittings, call Bonnie Kramer at 651-228-1068 for more
info. 

operational News
Once again, I wish I had more definite information to report on our
dredging project. As of this writing, I don’t have any firm indication of
the dates the Corps will be here to dredge other than probably some
time in June. They may do it with their own equipment or a contractor,
that is unknown right now as well. 

I do have a little more detail on the study that we hope will give an indi-
cation of causes and possible preventative measures for the future. The

Corps has taken on that task in their in-house hydraulics office and will be st arting in July with result s
hopefully by August. 

If we haven’t launched your boat yet, we need to t alk to you. We have to get the west end of our lot
clear by the end of the month so if you aren’t prepared to launch soon we’re going to have move you at
your cost. If you have a service need or some unusual circumstance PLEASE CALL ME and we’ll discuss
the best way to handle it. I will work with you.

If we’ve launched your boat and it’ s still in a temporary slip in the upper harbor , please move it. The
current is manageable and and the log jam that was partially blocking the Raspberry Island channel has
been cleared. The season is underway and your boat needs to be in it’ s correct slip now .

If you have a trailer boat and we’re storing the trailer there is a cost. Please cont act me so I can get your
trailer invoiced and marked in the yard. We’ll be chaining up any unknown or unclaimed trailers and recy-
cling them for scrap value.

If you have a small boat or dinghy that does not fit within the confines of your slip, you need to rent
a separate spot for it. I can find you an inexpensive and convenient location, please contact me. Please
don’t just put it in and tie it up; any boat we can’t identify is subject to being removed.

We have a number of items that have been stored in our yard such as generators, windows and other con-
struction materials, inflatable boats, slip covers & frames, etc. You have until June 27th to claim any of
miscellaneous items stored in out yard. Unclaimed items will be disposed of or recycled for scrap
metal value. 

I have upgraded the office phone with a menu system that allows you to leave a message or go directly to
my cell phone if you call and and the phone isn’t answered. If you need to reach me right away , please
don’t hesit ate to have the system forward to my cell phone; however if it’ s not a pressing issue,
please leave a message on the voice mail. I do check my messages frequently.

Roger

Boat U.S.
By Jim Johnson - UH80

We now have a chance to save some dollars, raise money for our club and support Boat U.S.
as it continues to fight for our boating community.  Here's how.
Since Roger signed us up as a Boat U.S. marina we have added an additional discount at our
gas dock of 10¢ per gallon.  That alone can pay for the price of a membership.  When you add
up the gift certificate you get from West Marine or Boat U.S. of $10.00 for each $250.00 you
spend, the final cost of membership goes down again.  In addition, for each member we sign up, the club gets $10.00 back in
the form of a monthly check.  If we sign up 100 new members we will get back $1,000.00.  

Other advantages of being a member include:
1. On-the-water-towing -  $150.00 per incident included with membership.
2. Boat U.S. Magazine - A year's subscription is included with your membership.  There are great articles 

about safety, maintenance and cruising.
3. Marina Discounts - As you travel you get gas, slip and mechanical discounts at Boat U/S. participating 

marinas.
4. Free Consumer Guide - A guide for marine services and how to buy and sell your boat.
5. Boat Insurance - Reasonably priced boat insurance for fresh or salt water usage.

Here's how to sign up.  You can see Roger in the office or we will have applications at the gas dock.  The initial price is
$19.00 per year and after the first year you can re-new for $14.00.  And don't forget, this could be a great gift for a SPYC
friend or neighbor.  So don't delay.  Get your Boat U.S. Membership today and we' see you on the river.

Attention on deck, 

My sincere appreciation for the wonderful
Commodore's Ball, thank to our excellent Social
Committee, Julie Marrone, etal and to everyone who
attended, including those who forgot to get off at the
10PM landing.  I trust you enjoyed your second boat
ride of the evening. 

Sorry I missed the chicken feed last Saturday but I was
laid up with food poisoning from a previous social
event (non-SPYC thank goodness) but I am told it was
lots of fun, good food, and yet another example of the
excellent work of our Social Committee...they have
much more planned for the summer. I suggest you be
there or be square. 

Our general meeting next week (June 10th) will feature
a presentation by Jim Johnson describing his river trip
to the gulf and back.  Don't miss it!  (Expect hot dogs,
pop or beer.)

Our Marketing Committee is heeled over and bent to
the wind with a comprehensive plan to make the SPYC
a premier destination for transient boats.  We are
almost at 90 per cent full for the season thanks to
Roger's efforts with the help of the committee (Tom
Marone, Jim Johnson, Dave McKusick and Ruby).

We have also approved a new SPYC logo that incorpo-
rates both the old and the new in its clever
graphics...designed by Ruby...great job!

Dave McKusick has begun meetings of the newly con-
stituted Club House Committee...expect exciting things
from this group. 

M.J. Babcock, Vice Commodore has brought forward
our previous strategic plan (10 year) and this will be
updated and completed before we do our budgeting in
November of this year.  

Ralph DeLong, Fleet Surgeon is working through a ton
of green information (he could use some help) and
plans to publish a pamphlet of useful ideas that boaters
can incorporate easily and at low cost. 

Operations, under the able leadership of Rear
Commodore, Gordy Mergens, continues to proceed
with launching and a thousand other myriad details of
managing this lash-up, so far so good this season. 

Take an even strain
As you were

Peter Kramer
Commodore SPYC

- Commodore’ s Repor t -



SOME NOTES FOR A
HISTORY OF THE S.P.M.B.C.

The Saint Paul Motor Boat Club was founded
February 13, 1912,  during a meeting of boating
enthusiasts at the Commerce Building in  downtown
Saint Paul. The sportsmen who gathered on this win-
ter  evening were citizens of a city that had grown in
a half-century from being a rough and tumble frontier
village, whose founding father was a bootlegger
named Pig’s Eye Parrant to new status as a  metro-
politan center for commerce, transportation, and
banking at the head of Mississippi River navigation.
This was a booming city that boasted of its industrial
progress and boasted also of its  cultural amenities,
its parks and lakes, its theaters, its library,  its muse-
ums and concert halls.  Aware that other cities down-
river offered slips and docks for recreational boating,
these sportsmen were anxious that Saint Paul
should follow suit. 

The timing was certainly right for the launching of
this project. For the first time the technology had
been developed that made motor boats available for
the general public. For some years, the Joseph
Dingle Boat Works, located on the river near what is
now Holman Air Field, had been producing small
boats for fishing and for recreation.  By 1900 these
boats were often powered by Capitol Marine engines
which were built by the Auto Engine Works of Saint
Paul.  Another nearby source of marine engines and
boats was the Red Wing Boat Manufacturing Co.  So
there were a  number of enthusiastic boat owners in
Saint Paul by this time.  They were unhappy only
because they had to dock their boats in far away
harbors, west near Fort Snelling or downriver at
Prescott or at Afton or Stillwater on the St. Croix
River. Another factor encouraged the installation of
slips and docks in Saint Paul in 1912. At this time,
significant progress was being made toward improv-
ing navigability of the Mississippi River. 

Through much of the 19th century, the upper
Mississippi’s natural pulse made river navigation
unpredictable and undependable. During high water,

the river spread into its vast floodplains, filling lakes
and sloughs and covering low-lying prairies. Spring
floods could reroute the navigation channel.  The
rushing water undermined the river’s banks, swal-
lowing the rocks, soil, and trees that fell into it, giving
birth to new hazards and habitats.  Low water forced
shippers to partially load their vessels and prevented
them from operating on some reaches.  An inade-
quate spring run-off, or lack of rain in the fall, or
month-long droughts could restrict navigation for
several weeks to an entire season.  For four to five
months each year, ice closed the river’s upper
reaches. Sandbars determined the river’s controlling
depth and the maximum depth for navigation at low
water.  From St. Paul to the St. Croix  River, the con-
trolling depth at low water was 16 inches (John
Anfinson, The River We Have Wrought,  pp.16
and17).  

Anfinson goes on to say that during the period from
1895 to 1912  there was considerable public enthusi-
asm for improvement of the River and a general feel-
ing that River transportation would be a boon to agri-
culture, commerce, and industry all along the Upper
Mississippi. Between the years 1883 and 1912, the
Corps of Engineers built five dams and reservoirs in
the headwaters of the Mississippi, (see Anfinson
p.81) at Lake Winnibigoshish, Leech Lake,
Pokegama Falls,  Pine River, Sandy Lake, and Gull
Lake, the first such a river control system that the
Corps had ever built.  

These dams helped with flood water control;  and
the release of water from the reservoirs helped to
maintain navigable water levels during periods of low
water.  The Gull Lake dam, the last to be built in this
particular quarter-century-long effort to tame the
river,  was completed in 1912. So, there we have
three of the ingredients that are essential for a boat
club:  the boats and engines, enough water in the
river to float them through the summer, and a gang
of enthusiastic boat owners.   And in that very year,
1912, we have the Saint Paul Motor Boat Club.

Submitted by History Committee Member Terry
Williams

SPYC Board Meeting 4-28-08

Board Members present: Peter Kramer, MJ
Babcock, Dennis Sando, Jerry Quaal, Ralph
DeLong, Dave McKusik, Jim Johnson, Gordy
Mergens, Mark Mosby, Tom Marrone

Guests Present: Ruby, Julie Marrone (committee
chair), Roger Anderson. 

Call to order at 7:00 PM. 3/24 board minutes
approved

Financial Report - $100,000 on hand, $150,000 in
the Clubhouse fund. YTD we've spent $15,807 in
capital Short term debt at $0, long term debt, long
term $572,000. A question from a board member,
should we look at alternate places to get higher
interest for the clubhouse fund and cash-on-hand?
Both accounts are currently in reasonably high
interest earning accounts.
The treasurer's report was accepted.

Operations report - The Corps pulled the dredging
contract from Lametti & Sons (they no longer meet
the "Small business" requirements. It may be into
June before we will see any dredging activity.
Roger is unable to finalize any plans for relocating
boats, disconnecting walkways and fingers, etc.
until we know who will be doing the work, what
sort of equipment they have, how much of the har-
bor has to be moved, etc. The Operations commit-
tee may need to set up a separate special board
meeting do discuss the logistics after we learn
who will be doing the dredging.

Roger has been researching alarm systems. One
that looks interesting is a system that has a wire-
less alarm the individual boater could purchase
that transmits a signal to a central location in the
boatyard that's wired to the police department. The
costs are around $3500 for the central equipment,
and around $300 per boat (owner's expense). He
has also investigated camera systems from
$6500 to $21000 for a digital system. He is also
looking at an automatically locking gate system.
Even after the recent break-ins, there have been
numerous times when the gate has been found
left wide open late in the evening (or early morn-

ing, depending on your point of view). 

We are revisiting the repair or replacement of the
HVAC system on the "General". Mark will be fol-
lowing up on this over the next few weeks. So far,
we've launched 12 boats. The weather has not
been good for launch prep, so not too many boats
are ready to go in. Rick smashed his thumb while
setting the gas dock in place. He's OK, several
stitches and a crushed bone. Roger will keep him
on light duty while he heals. Tom, Rick, Greg, and
Dennis Rollins are splashing boats. There has
been no word from the grievance committee
regarding a liveaboard boater whose status is in
question. We currently have 25 open slips.

Promotion and Marketing report - Ruby discussed
several new logo designs. After much discussion,
a motion was made to approve the purchase of
merchandise in time for the Memorial Day activi-
ties using the current logo design. The motion was
seconded and approved.

Social committee - currently working on the
Commodore's Ball on the Padelford boat.

Green Marina - Ralph requested volunteer help in
reading through a lot of material to formulate a
plan.

Planning committee - MJ, no report

Clubhouse building committee - they will have time
to start working on this after mid-May.

Membership - working on a new Picture Directory,
similar to the one produced a number of years
ago.
One boater's membership application was consid-
ered. His boat must be brought up to current by-
law and standing rule requirements, and must be
shown to be operational before the membership
will be considered.

Executive session started at 8:30. The meeting
was adjourned at 8:44 PM.

Respectfully submitted, Dennis Sando, Secretary.

E-mail! E-mail! E-mail!
1. The office e-mail has changed, used to be spyclub@qwest.net NOW is spyclub@qwestoffice.net
2. SEND ME YOUR  E-MAIL ADDRESS! Isend out frequent traffic and event updates and other river info via a group e-
mail list. I would love to add you to that list if you are not already receiving e-mails from the club!


