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July Calendar

Taste of Minnesota Thursday, July 3rd- Sunday, July 6th Harriet Island
Directory picture sittings Thursday - Saturday July 10-12th On the General
Board Meeting Monday, July 28th at 7:00 p.m. SPYC Office
Irish Fair Fri-Sunday Aug 8, 9, 10 Harriet Island
General Meeting Tuesday, August 12th at 7:30 p.m. On the General
Board Meeting Monday, August 25th at 7:00 p.m. SPYC Office
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ANCHOR & LINE
The Saint Paul Yacht Club was founded in 1912 as the Saint Paul Motor Boat Club for the purpose of fostering a greater interest in
motor boating and the Mississippi River.  In 1934 the club adopted its present name, S.P.Y.C., and continues more than 90 years of
service to its members and the community.

St.PaulYachtClub
Dedicated to safe and affordable boating through cooperative efforts...

FOUNDED 1912

100 Yacht Club Rd. B-1, St. Paul, MN 55107

Anchor & Line
S.P.Y.C.
100 Yacht Club Road, B1
Saint Paul  MN 55107
651-292-8964

Please submit articles, stories, photos,
etc. to the Editor, S.P.Y.C., 100 Yacht
Club Road B-1 Saint Paul,  MN 55107
E-mail: SPYClub@qwestoffice.net
Web:http://stpaulyachtclub.org

Deadline
Articles must be submitted by the 
25th of the month for publication the
following month. 

Roger Anderson, Editor Wayve Becher’s 50th year with the Club!



- U69 Scuttlebutt - 
The summer boating season is going fast.
Memorial day and the chicken feed are
behind us and the TASTE is on our door
step. We need to get spruced up for Taste
and the Republican Convention. All eyes
will be on us, lets make a good showing.   

Slip s – We have about 17 slips open and
transient dockage. We need to fill our slips
to pay the bills. The $100 finder fee is still
paid to anyone who recruits a boater to
slip at the SPYC.      

Operations Committee – The committee
is meeting the third Wednesday of the
month at 5pm, anyone is welcome to join
us. One of our main tasks is to take action
on security issues. We have two good
options that we are proposing. One is an
automatic gate in the boat yard to make
sure the gate is always closed. The other
is an alarm system with a main unit to
sound an alarm and or call a number to
respond with motion pads in individual
boats. More information on these in the
months to come.

Vessel Safety Checks – It is time to get
your vessel checked in 2008. Please get
the report into the office to be recorded. If
you have not had a check performed on
you boat, you need to get this done. This
is now a standing rule that operations is
enforcing. The club is requiring that each
boat have a current survey, or a safety
inspection performed by either the coast-
guard auxiliary (free) or staff (charge) and
proof that the boat meets minimum
requirements of Fire Extinguishers,
Ventilation, Backfire Flame Control (if
applicable), Marine Sanitation Devises (No
discharge of untreated waste possible),
Overall Vessel condition: Clean bilge,
electrical system, fuel system, No automo-
tive parts. Not complying with this rule
could impede your launch. Every boat
needs to get this done NOW! 

With that said…Lets go boating!

Gordon Mergens

Mrs. Adventure Here with Social
updates.

Wayve’s party was a huge success,
thank you everyone that attended and
helped out with it! A special thank you
to Paul and Betty Harms and Mark
Mosby for helping Social put this
together!

The Implosion party came a little ear-
lier then planned, but we still had a
good showing for short notice!

We will be having a corn feed in August, Details in the August A&L.

Sunday funday is July 13th at Crosby beach, we should have some
beach this time!

We had a good showing at the last general meeting, Let's make it
better in August, we will be serving tacos along with beer and wine
and the raffle!

PLEASE remember to have patience with the taste of minnesota,
they are tiring their best to accommodate us.

Any Ideas or want to help out, you can contact me at:
juliemarrone@msn.com  or 651-488-3035

Mrs. 
Adventure

St. Paul Yacht Club Board Meeting
June 2, 2008

Board members present: Peter Kramer, MJ
Babcock, Dennis Sando, Ralph DeLong, Dave
McKusick, Jim Johnson, Gordy Mergens, Mark
Mosby, Tom Marrone

Guests Present: Ron Hilson, Julie Marrone (com-
mittee chair), Roger Anderson

Call to order at 7:03PM

Open forum: Ron brought in another article about
the "big" program for transient boating slips. Roger
was directed to investigate this program as time
becomes available.

The previous minutes were accepted.

Treasurer's report - Roger, in Jerry's absence - we
achieved a positive cash flow. 21 people are on
payment plans or not current with their bills. The
clubhouse fund CD is up for renewal. The club-
house committee should make a recommendation
on how to proceed. We currently have 17 open
slips.  The report was accepted.

Operations - Roger, Mark, and Gordy reporting.
The city is going to look at the erosion problem
around Gate "A" (parking lot ramp). A likely fix may
be to regrade the lot and place plantings along the
bank. We may have to share some of the
expense. Vessel Safety Checks are going slow,
but we are doing a few.

Dredging - per email from the Corps, the high
water will delay the lower harbor dredging. Of
course, with the river several feet higher than nor-
mal, we don't currently (no pun intended) have an
issue. 

Security - we are looking into the costs of several
different types of self-closing gates for the parking
lot, and considering putting in some pillars at the
end of the office trailer to prevent any automobile
entry along the walk path. A report from the griev-
ance committee on a live-aboard member was
presented. A motion was made to allow the mem-
ber to pay for last winter's storage, or re-apply for

liveaboard status and go on the waiting list. In
either case, the member would not be required to
pay for a haul-out that was not performed. The
motion was seconded and passed.
Operations had set June 10 for the date to break
up "Kenny J", but the boat along side is being
worked on, so we will not proceed until that boat is
launched. "Wide Glide" has been sold, and the
new owners are working at a restoration.  A mem-
ber requested a variance on slip width to accom-
modate a change in the vessel to increase stabili-
ty. After much discussion from the board and input
from the operations committee, the request was
granted.

Promotions - Jim presented a letter that will be
sent to other marinas on the river. The letter
stresses that SPYC is a great transient boater
destination.  We will put up a clothing display in
the office and on the gas dock. A recommendation
to change the SPYC logo per the sample was
made, and approved. Jim brought a "Welcome"
pack from a marina down the river. It had a map,
emergency phone numbers, local attractions, etc.
He recommended we put something similar
together for our transient boaters. 

There was a smaller-than-expected turnout for the
chicken feed (a dinner of chicken, potatoes, etc.,
not "chicken feed"). However, a "Well Done" to
Julie and the crew for the excellent work on the
Commodore's Ball.

Green Marina project - Ralph needs some volun-
teers to read and filter a lot of information he has
gathered.

The clubhouse committee will have a meeting next
Wednesday to set the agenda for further meet-
ings.

The Executive Session started at 9:03 PM.

Meeting adjourned at 9:30 PM

Respectfully submitted, Dennis Sando, Secretary

NEW DIRECTORY
SAVE THESE DATES! Thursday , July 10th, 3-9
pm. Friday , July 1 1th 3-9 pm. Saturday , July 12th
10-4 pm. These will be picture dates for the SPYC
2008 photo directory . There will be an additional
make up date as well. Each sitting will t ake about
15 minutes and you will receive a compliment ary
8 x 10 and a copy of the directory when complet -
ed. call Bonnie Kramer at 651-228-1068 to make
an appointment today!

We also need some volunteers in two hour shif ts
to help during the sittings, call Bonnie Kramer at
651-228-1068 for more info. 



operational News

Thank you to everyone (again) for the great turn
out we had for the Wayve Becker and Howard
Dahlgren celebrations.  Each of these wonderful
people represents years and years of devoted
service to the Saint Paul Yacht Club; we owe them
a great deal. 

Howard's generosity; his service to the larger com-
munity, and his devotion to family and friends are
well documented; as evidenced at his celebration.
We hope that Howard will allow the club to perma-
nently display his Bucket Award (broken paddles)
somewhere prominently in our harbor, in his honor. 

Wayve was the heart and soul of the Saint Paul
Yacht Club Auxiliary for many
years.  Social events, trips,
parties and other gatherings
could not have gone on with-
out her.  Wayve's celebration
aboard the Spirit of St. Paul,
was a beautiful and fitting cel-
ebration of her 50 years of
service to the SPYC.

Wayve and Howard represent
the highest qualities of what
the Greeks called "citizens"
service to the people. 

And, let's thank our Social
Committee once again for
their efforts, another great job
well done (and they are oper-
ating under budget) at our
last general meeting the food

was free (hot dogs and beans) and they ended the
night with a profit..go figure..our next general
meeting will feature tacos I'm told.  Stay tuned for
the melodious voice of Tom Mahoney telling you
the date. (August or September).

Please be patient as the river drops and the bot-
tom comes up.  There will be some inconvenience,
especially in the lower harbor, until the Corps gets
here, now scheduled for late July.?  Take an even
strain and enjoy what summer we have. 

As you were,

Peter Kramer
Commodore SPYC

- Commodore’ s Repor t -

GASOLINE, ETHANOL & H2O
By Jim Johnson - UH80

As most of you know, we had major fuel problems
coming up the river from Cape Girardeau this spring.
With the addition of water to our main tank, the
eventual use of gas with ethanol in it and the intro-
duction of a few cans of the fuel additive HEAT in
the yellow can, we formed a cocktail in the bottom of
our tank which followed us all the way back to St.
Paul.  I would suggest you never use HEAT in the
yellow can.  It contains Methyl that has been banned
in many places and is being replaced by Isopropyl.
Here is an excerpt from an article from Zurich
Insurance Company.

The EPA requires the addition of an oxygenate to
gasoline to reduce exhaust emissions.  The most
common additive, MTBE (Methyl Tertiary-Butyl
Ether), is now being banned in many places and
replaced by ethanol.  The EPA took action after it
was discovered that MTBE is a carcinogen and was
leaking out of storage tanks and into groundwater
systems.  Unfortunately, the switch to ethanol has
led to many new and different problems for boaters.

Recently it has been discovered that gasoline-con-
taining ethanol has been linked to the failure of older
fiberglass tanks.  Evidence suggests that fiberglass
tanks manufactured prior to the mid-1980s may face
the most risk.

Ethanol is an excellent solvent - so effective in fact
that it may suddenly loosen accumulated deposits in
a fuel system, leading to blockages and other prob-
lems.  Other reports suggest ethanol may degrade

metal surfaces as well, stripping protective coatings
and carrying contaminants, which then damage fuel
systems and engines.

Additionally, if the prior gasoline additive MTBE is
also present in the tank, a chemical reaction may
take place.

As an added complication, the "shelf life" of ethanol
is measured in weeks, not months.  The octane lev-
els in gasoline containing ethanol decline rapidly.

Finally, ethanol is prone to "phase separation," which
occurs when a gasoline blend is contaminated with
water.  The ethanol and water mixture will separate
from the gasoline and settle at the bottom of the
tank.  This problem may be escalated for boats, as
most fuel tanks have some water contamination
because the fuel tanks are vented and this allows for
changes in temperature and humidity, which leads
to, increased moisture levels.

Symptoms of problems that may result from ethanol-
related complications include engines running rough
or hot, sluggish or hard starts, stalling, clogged fuel
systems, fuel leaks and more.

What can you do? 
o Do not mix MTBE fuel with ethanol.
o Add a water separator and change the filters

more often using finer grade filters.
o Don't put more than a couple of weeks of gaso-

line in your fuel tanks if possible and        consider
using octane boosters. 

o When winterizing your boat, keep the tank as
empty as possible.  Add a good quality gas stabilizer
to the remaining gas.  In the spring, add fresh gas
before operating the motor.

I want to thank all members for your patience and flexibility during the recent Taste of Minnesota. The festival
went off with a minimum of problems. We had a large number of transients this year, (probably a record) and
everyone was very welcoming and helpful in getting them in, settled, and back out again. I think everyone visit -
ing our marina was impressed - both by our facility - and our boating members. I especially want to thank Ron
Hilson who was a great help covering our main transient area in the lower harbor, and Mark Mosby and Tom
Marrone who helped in the upper harbor. Thank you all! 

The latest news Ihave on dredging is that it will happen in the next 3-5 weeks. I continue to speak with the COE
on a weekly basis and have also recently talked with Jordan Talge of Senator Norm Coleman’s office in
Washington, D.C. who confirmed that time frame after checking with his contacts at the national headquarters of
the COE. We all know this could not come fast enough as water levels are begining to hit the problem stage in
parts of the marina. We will be marking shallow areas with buoys this week.


