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Taste of Minnesota June 29th to July 4th Harriet Island
Board Meeting Monday, July 24th at 7:00 p.m. On the General
Irish Fair Fiday Aug. 10th to 12th Harriet Island
Board Meeting Monday, August 27th at 7:00 p.m. On the General
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ANCHOR & LINE
The Saint Paul Yacht Club was founded in 1912 as the Saint Paul Motor Boat Club for the purpose of fostering a greater interest in
motor boating and the Mississippi River.  In 1934 the club adopted its present name, S.P.Y.C., and continues more than 90 years of
service to its members and the community.

St.PaulYachtClub
Dedicated to safe and affordable boating through cooperative efforts...

FOUNDED 1912

100 Yacht Club Rd. B-1, St. Paul, MN 55107

Anchor & Line
S.P.Y.C.
100 Yacht Club Road, B1
Saint Paul  MN 55107
651-292-8964

Please submit articles, stories, photos,
etc. to the Editor, S.P.Y.C., 100 Yacht
Club Road B-1 Saint Paul,  MN 55107
E-mail: SPYClub@qwest.net
Web:http://stpaulyachtclub.org

Deadline
Articles must be submitted by the 
25th of the month for publication the
following month. 

Roger Anderson, Editor

Welcome New Boaters 
for the 2007 Season



- Commodore’ s Repor t -

1987 Bayliner 2450 Cierra Sunbridge

Less than 100 Hours on total rebuild of great running 305 V/8. New
tires on shorelander trailer. Boat is in very good condition. Asking
$7,500 or reasonable offer. 763-434-3592

“Anna Marie” 

1992 Thompson Adventurer 2900, twin 5.7 mercruisers, AC, Low hours,
$24,900 Bill & Mary Pat Gibbs, 763-525-1485

1971 40’ River Queen

Flybridge model. Twin 318 Chrysler engines with I/O. 6.5 kw Kohler genset.
AC, stove, refrigerator. Keel replaced recently

Make Offer

Eldon Met axes 651-645-3691 or 763-571-8854

FOR SALE WITH SLIP AND NEW COVER.
35 FT CHRISCRAFT SEASKIFF

OWNERS SINCE 1967-40 YEARS, FRANK & JULIA KLINE
763-557-6811. CHRISCRAFT SEASKIFF # 35226
1958 35 FOOT,11.5  BEAM. TWIN GAS ENGINES, CHRYSLER
HEMI V8s, MODEL M45-3, 345 CI, 225 HP EA
SLEEPS SIX, ELECTRIC KITCHEN, REFRIG, HEAD

1971 ChrisCraft Aqua Home

Rebuilt Buick V6 engines, 35 hours each. Rebuilt Volvo
outdrives. Sleeps 5, stove, refrigerator, microwave, heat
& airconditioning. 2 marine radios, anchor, plus more

stuff. Can be seen at St.Paul Yacht Club. 
$5,000 Call Kenny J. Williams 651-228-1765

42’ Carlcraft Houseboat
1977 42’Carlcraft, twin 220 hp Crusaders, interior newly renovat-
ed, updated helm with new gauges & GPS unit. Large head with
bath/shower/flushing toilet, new AC, full galley with new refrig,
bedroom with queen size Select Comfort bed & built in dresser.
Have your summer cabin in the city. Comes with slip rights at
SPYC. $15,000 call Bob & Sheri Schmidt at 651-747-6654

Clubhouse
The upcoming vote on your preference for a land or water based clubhouse gives each voting member the opportuni-
ty to express their opinion on this location distinction. This vote is not a vote on which of the two preliminary designs
you liked best, nor is it a vote to start on construction of a clubhouse any time soon...the vote is only about location
preference.

The two committees, land and water based, have spent countless hours doing their work and the SPYC board felt it
was only fair that both be given an opportunity to present their ideas to our members, and that after our members had
seen the presentations that our members be given an opportunity to vote their preference for a land or water location. 

The SPYC Board will take the results of this vote into consideration when forming and charging a new building com -
mittee with the responsibility of developing a single clubhouse plan that meets the following criteria:

1. Satisfies the programmatic needs of the Club, both social and functional 
2. Can be approved by the City of Saint Paul Parks and Recreation Department
3. Considers any opportunities for shared facilities with other island stake holders
4. Conforms to all local, state and federal codes and regulations, including handicapped accessibility 
5. Does not adversely effect our slip fees or operating budget
6. Satisfies the long-term goals and objections of the SPYC, a very big task indeed.  

You can expect your ballot to arrive sometime in mid-July. 

Dredging
The elephant in the china shop, by now you have received a letter describing the SPYC Board's decision to not
dredge this year unless absolutely necessary. Until we know more about what is causing this problem and what reme-
dies we could take to correct it, it is just money down the river. 

To that end, the SPYC will soon contract to have a study prepared defining the problem and possible solutions.  We
hope to have some help with this from the River Labs at the U of M and from the Corps. 

The Parks and Recreation Dept., our landlord, is equally concerned and have included dredging of the lower harbor in
their federal budget request.  By this fall they should know which of our federal representatives might champion this
cause. 

Meanwhile, pray for rain and remember it's red right returning when you enter the harbor. 

The recent explosion and fire reminds us that we must be careful with these boats of ours, 

Take an even strain.

Peter Kramer, Commodore SPYC

Mentioned in disp atches:

All boaters who raced to the scene of the explosion and fire to render assistance
Carol Pine and Terry Williams, for their history project
Wanda Pichelman for her culinary expertise
Remembering Bob apJones



Johnny Clausen -  Hero
I was a witness to a heroic deed that I have to share with my fellow
boaters. You won't read about this in any newspaper or see it on
any of the news channels but one of our own, John Clausen,
became a hero Sunday. A number of boaters were sitting on the
beach watching the world go by when Tom Marrone received a call
that one of our club members was dead in the water and needed
help. Tom doesn't have the fastest boat in the water so he asked
John if he would help. John said yes, as he always does, and away
the 3 of us went in Johnny's boat. 

We raced down river to a point just west of the Omaha bridge and
saw the boat we came to help. This boat had lost power and
dropped anchor right in the middle of the channel.  The thing is,
there was a tow pushing quite a few barges headed east and he was
just a half a mile away and closing rapidly. As we approached the
boat in distress Johnny yelled for them to get their anchor up and
get ready to receive a line as they did not seem to have a line ready
themselves. Tom Marrone throws them a line while Johnny maneu-
vers his boat close enough to make it an easy throw as he knows
we don't have much time. They catch the rope, lash it to a cleat and
then Tom ties them to us and away we go. I don't now how many
seconds we had to spare but it wasn't many. Had Johnny not got
there in time, that tow captain would have had to make one of two
choices. Hit the boat or take out the Omaha bridge. He probably
would not have had time to maneuver and he probably would have
taken out the boat. After the rescue, Johnny towed these guys back
to their slip. When they offered their first born sons as thanks,
Johnny said something like, "Naw, it's okay. Maybe somebody will
give me a tow someday." Spoken like a man that understands the
essence of boating and of life itself. I am proud to call this young
man, "friend."

There are some lessons to be learned here:
Don't drop anchor in the middle of the channel if you can help it.
Floating down stream may take you out of the middle of the chan-
nel. (However, these guys did have the bridge downstream to con-
tend with.) Learn other ways to maneuver. (The anchor toss for
example.) Put your life jackets on. Have a marine radio and call for
help on channel 16! Others would have been on station long before
we got there and offered assistance.

One last thing, when we were passing under the Omaha bridge
towing the boat we had just rescued, a yacht under a full head of
steam, approached from the opposite direction. We radioed and
used visual signals to try and get this captain to slow down but he
did not. The wake that was created almost swamped us and the
boat we were towing came inches from being slammed into the
wooden wall under the bridge. Captains need to be alert and use
good judgment when out on the water. Needless to say, we were
not happy with this captains disregard for our safety.

Respectfully submitted June 12th, 2007

Lloyd W. Enos

CONTEST CONTEST CONTEST

by order of the Harbor Quartermaster,
Mark Mosby. Contest and awards 
secretary, Jim Johnson.

Beginning July 1st there will be a contest
between the upper harbor, lower harbor
and Rasberry expansion slips to see which
harbor will be judged the most beautiful.
Our harbors quartermaster will be in
charge of the judging.  As Mark comes
around for inspections, he wants you to
know he can be bribed with food, snacks
and beverages.  He will be judging on
some of the following items: Dock lines
neatly stowed, power cords under the
docks, boats looking neat and clean, no
refuse in the water around the docks or
along the shore, etc.  Let's make this a
good CLEAN contest and try to bring back
the CLUB in St. Paul Yacht Club.  Good
luck and have fun!!!!!  Next months contest
will be "Adopt A Spudpole". 

This year our Sail - A- Way to
Treasure Island has been moved to
September 15th. We look forward to
a good ride down river with cooler

temperatures and great fall scenery.
Make your reservations anytime, call

Wanda at 651-773-5881.

Sail-a-Way I nfo

Big Mike is coming back!

Please join us to welcome Mike back and wish
him a happy 60th birthday! 

Meet us at 7:00 p.m. Saturday, July 7th 
at the Riverboat Grill. 

Appetizers, beverages, and a cake 
with LOTS of candles!

Be a Volunteer for the 
Mississippi River Challenge !!

The River Challenge, hosted by Friends of the Mississippi River is looking for power-
boats of all sizes to help police the course, shuttle personnel, and provide assistance
to participants. 

The event takes place August 4th and 5th, 2007. You can volunteer for a few hours, a
day, or an entire weekend. Contact Roger Anderson at the SPYC Office  (651-292-
8964) for more information or to sign up. 

See also: http://www.mississippiriverchallenge.org/index.php

~Office Notes~

Please notify us if you have a trailer in our boat -
yard. There is a $150 charge for storage of  a
trailer for the season. When you pay your trailer
storage we will issue you a tag that must be dis -
played on your trailer . Any unpaid trailers will be
lock ed up until claimed. 

Please get your trailer tag today!

SPYC History Pr oject
The History Committee wishes to thank everyone who took part in the History Luncheon of Saturday, June 23rd.
We had excellent feedback from people about our June 23 kick-off of the history project. Some comments:

* They liked it, especially because it was like the old days of the club
* Everybody had a chance to tell a story
* Gathering around with lunch was like gathering around a campfire - welcoming, warm
* People who couldn't attend are sorry they missed it - 

....SO......We're going to do it again on SA TURDAY, SEPTEMBER 15th, 11 A.M. BRUNCH ON THE 
GENERAL...more det ails to follow!



For the third year in a row Sharon and I have received a Coast Guard Vessel Safety Certificate for our 1998 40 foot
Carver.  I feel this is an invaluable service performed by our Coast Guard Auxiliary members.  The first year we had
to correct a few items but the next two years we cruised through with flying colors.  I have also changed a few of my
pre-start checks since the recent tragedy with Mike Skarda's boat.  

Here is a list of items I perform before starting:
1. Open the hatch to the bilge and smell for gas fumes.

2. If there are no fumes, turn on the bilge blowers and wait
three minutes.  If there are fumes, get everyone off the
vessel and begin checking for the source.

3. Start your generator and engines (I leave our bilge
blowers on continually.  Even after engine shutdown, I
leave them on for five minutes to remove any exhaust
fumes and engine heat).

With that said, have a pleasant and safe cruise.

JIM JOHNSON - UH80

- U69 Scuttlebutt - 
I’m sure everyone knows that we put a big hole in
this years’ safety record when Mike Sardas’ boat
exploded at our gas dock on 6/15. No lives were
lost, but there where burns, cuts, and broken
bones. 

As we get into this 4th of July holiday, and the
remainder of the boating season, please think
safety and keep any kind of accident from happen-
ing to you. Have a great holiday! 

2007 Capital – The docks, triangles and water are
installed. Triangles are not decked but will be this
fall along with the gas line. Thank you for your
patients if you were impacted by this installation.   

Security – Four cars were broken into on 6/16.
Two in Paddleford lot, and two in lower harbor.
Keep things out of sight will help help to prevent
this. Be sure to report any problems to the police
and the office.

Vessel Safety Checks – Only 29 boats have
turned successful examination sheets into the
office. 49 have been done according to the
Auxiliary.  

We are halfway through the season and only 25%
of our fleet has complied with this rule. Operations
is going to be all over this issue. Every boat needs
to get this done NOW! 

Nail-away June 9th – We had a nice turnout and
we got a lot of small jobs done. Thanks Pat for the
hot dogs and chips. Thank you to everyone who
helped out and gave up their beautiful Saturday
morning. This goes a long way toward keeping up
the marina and costs down. 

Open slips – 19 slips still available for the 2007
season in a variety of sizes and locations at this
time.  We are still offering a $100.00 credit to any
member who refers a boater who leases a slip at
the SPYC.   

Work orders - Please remember that if you see
something that needs attention on the docks,
gates, boat yard, etc.; be sure to fill out a Work
order request. Requests can be found on the web
site or pick one up in the office.  

With that said…Lets go boating(safely)!

Gordy Mergens

Rich’s 
Partytown

Our next social event will be the Last Bash
of the Summer which will be September
22nd, and will include a swap meet, bar-
beque steaks, music, and fun! We’ll even
rent a dunk tank, and I’ll be the first one to
get dunked.

I’m concerned that too few members of the
club have been doing the work for all the
rest at our social events. To put on an event
like the Memorial day Chicken feed takes
many hours of effort and a large group of
people. We need cooks, set up help,
servers, and clean up personnel. I’ve been
disappointed with the level of volunteerism
this year. 

We like to think of ourselves as a CLUB
and that’s part of what makes this place so
special. But that means we can’t leave it to
the next guy to get the job done for us. 

A club that works together ...
Parties together ...

And plays together ...
STAYS TOGETHER!

Call me NOW at 651-291-2799 to get
involved. I need both guys and dolls,
and it makes no difference what skills
you have.

I’m also looking for people to spon -
sor TGIF parties on the
General. Call me for
details.

Richie

Thanks to all who came to Bob’s send
off. It was wonderful to see everybody
and hear all the stories. A special
thanks to all who helped in the galley,
decorating, cleaning, and doing what had
to be done. It was greatly appreciated.
And of course to Mark, for Bob’s last
trip.

Marge apJones & Family


