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Taste of Minnesota* Friday June 30th - Tuesday July 4th Harriet Island
General Meeting Tuesday, July 11th at 7:30 p.m. On the General
Board Meeting Monday, July 24th at 7:00 p.m. On the General
Treasure Island Sail-A-Way Saturday, July 29th Treasure Island Casino
General Meeting Tuesday, August 8th at 7:30 p.m. On the General
Board Meeting Monday, August 28th at 7:00 p.m. On the General

* This will be a controlled parking event - make sure you have yournumbered hanging tags.
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The Saint Paul Yacht Club was founded in 1912 as the Saint Paul Motor Boat Club for the purpose of fostering a greater interest in
motor boating and the Mississippi River.  In 1934 the club adopted its present name, S.P.Y.C., and continues more than 90 years of
service to its members and the community.

St.PaulYachtClub
Dedicated to safe and affordable boating through cooperative efforts...

FOUNDED 1912

100 Yacht Club Rd. B-1, St. Paul, MN 55107
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- U69 Scuttlebutt - 
Solstice, Taste, the summer is flying by as usual and we are
rounding the bend already to Labor Day and fall. With the Taste
in our back yard, this can either be fun or a huge pain in the butt.
I hope everyone makes it fun and has a great Independence Day
with family and friends.  Remember to keep it safe, there are
more incidents and accidents on the 4th than any other holiday.

Taste - There is a letter being sent out explaining parking during
this time. We are fortunate again this year to have the gravel lot
near the Dalgren docks on the east end for the lower harbor and
Dalgren boaters. Lillydale road will also be open to boaters for
easy access from the west end to the boat yard. Open slips have
been rented during this time so please don't pull into any slip but
your own. Also, gates need to be locked and guests need to be
met by the boat owner. Do not let people on the docks unless you
know they belong there.   

Sail Away - The dead line for reserving a slip or a room for the
sail away is July 15th. 

The GENERAL- We need to get the General cleaned up and
painted. Some of this work was started during the nail away. If
you have time to work on it there will be a list of things to be
done posted by the door. If you complete a task check it off the
list. Supplies and tools are in the pilot house. If you need other
supplies let the office know. We are also looking for capable peo-
ple to finish the men's room. If you would like to take this project
on, contact Pat in the office. Thank you to anyone that can help
out.

Vessel Safety Checks - Very few boats (8%) have turned in proof
to the office that there boat has had and passed the basic safety
check. The club is requiring that each boat have a current survey,
or a safety inspection performed by either the coastguard auxil-
iary (free) or staff (charge) and proof that the boat meets mini-
mum requirements of Fire Extinguishers, Ventilation, Backfire
Flame Control (if applicable), Marine Sanitation Devises (No dis-
charge of untreated waste possible), Overall Vessel condition:
Clean bilge, electrical system, fuel system, No automotive parts.
Please get these in to the office if you have not done so yet.

Insurance vouchers - The office needs a current insurance vouch-
er on record for each boat in the harbor again this year. The list
of boats without, as of the 6/26 board meeting, was small com-
pared to this time last year. If you have yours in, Thanks! If you
don't, get it in now!  

Website - If you haven't been out to http://stpaulyachtclub.org/
lately, sign on and check it out. 
One thing on this site that I'd like everyone to start using is the
work order form. This can be used for every problem you come
across in the marina big or small. Staff is in maintenance mode
right now so fill out a form and get it fixed. 

With that said…let's go boating!

Sunshine Report

One of our favorite people and a long-time member
of the SPYC, Howard Dahlgren, has just been
diagnosed with stage four esophageal carcinoma.
This cancer has worked itself through Howard’s
lung and has gone into his liver.  At the end of June,
Howard will meet with his oncologist, a doctor who
has come highly recommended by two of Howard’s
friends and they say the doctor is very good and has
a good reputation.  Howard may start chemotherapy
soon. Howard has been told there is no cure but
remission is possible and he may have months or
years left.  The cancer was detected with a CAT scan
of his chest and that is when they ascertained it is in
his lungs.  The doctors feel the cancer probably has
been growing for years.  Less then a week after
Howard received this diagnosis, he was back on his
boat getting it ready for his summer season of taking
friends and family out on the John Theodore D for
boat rides.  Howard is truly remarkable and upbeat,
doing the things he loves most.  We extend our love
and prayers to Howard.

At this writing (6-27-06), everyone's good friend,
Wanda Pichelman, is "taking up residence" at
Fairview-Southdale Hospital.  We all know energetic
Wanda - she is everywhere, helping the SPYC wher-
ever she is needed.  She always makes sure when a
club member is celebrating a happy moment or is
experiencing a sad moment/time of life, that the club
sends a note or flowers.  We don't know for sure
what Wanda's diagnosis is but she has an infection
and the doctors are working on "fixing" this unset-
tling condition.  All prayers sent Wanda's way will
be a big help in bringing Wanda back to good
health.  (Note to Wanda:  You always think of every-
one else; now it is our time to think of you.) 

News of Eldon Metaxessent along by a friend:
“Eldon had a heart attack first part of June. He spent
2 days at Unity Hospital and then transferred to
Abott Northwestern where they put in 4 stints and a
defibrillator. He is rehabilitating at Hillcrest Rehab
Center in Wayzata. He expects to go home about
June 23rd. He will not be able to drive for 6 weeks
and would appreciate cards and visitors at 175
Craigbrook Way NE in Fridley 55432. Telephone at
763-571-8854. He says thank you for the flowers
and heartfelt thanks to Wanda Pichelman and friends
for helping get his boat back in the water..”

Ron Hilson will be taking over the Sail-Away
pending Wanda Pichelman’s recovery. There are
twenty (20) rooms for the SPYC - also, we need a
count and the intent of everyone who is going so the
slip assignments can be made.  Ron's phone number
is 763 - 443- 8785. Call soon if you’re interested!

Hello, fellow boaters!

It’s great to see so many more boats out of the boatyard and
in the water.  Ours included.  We finally launched the Corsair
on June 19 and she’s back in her slip, UH#28.  It’s also great
to be able to walk around and do things without pain again.
My back surgery was successful and I’m finally back to work
this week after being out over seven weeks, six of which
were post-surgery recovery.  Several of you have told me that
you’ve been advised you need a laminectomy and have been
putting it off.  All I can say is, while I had my surgery as soon
as they could get it scheduled, I wish it had been done 2-3
weeks earlier.  At the end there were no medications at all
that could block the pain and it was terrible.  I’m really glad
it’s over and I hope you find some treatment that relieves
your pain also.  Thanks to all the well-wishers and the offers
of help with the boat, and those who took over chairing meet-
ings for me, etc. while I was out of circulation.

Speaking of health concerns, several of our boating commu-
nity have recently been and continue to deal with serious
health problems, those of whom I’m aware right now include
Howard Dahlgren, Wanda Pichelman and, recently, Tom
Mega.  If you’re aware of others to whom we should be send-
ing our best wishes, please notify Roger in the office (since
Wanda isn’t available for phone conversations at this time).
Keep them and others you know about in your thoughts.  

The Taste of Minnesota is coming up soon!  Hopefully, you
have already received your notice from the Club about how
parking, etc. will be working this year.  Don’t forget your
SPYC-issued parking pass when coming to the marina or you
won’t be able to park in the lots.  Also, just a friendly
reminder: Please continue to be fully cooperative and courte-
ous to the event organizers and other authorized personnel
who are trying to make Taste run as smoothly as possible for
everyone.  There may be some inconveniences during the
event, but it’s a small price to pay for having our marina in a
beautiful park area that is used for a wide variety of events.

I hope many of you have noticed that the new fingers and
docks are completed in the upper harbor.  It’s been a long
time coming, but we worked on the replacement project as
we had the money for it. Also, many of the longest slips in our
three harbors have been reinforced at the dock ends with V
inserts.  They stabilize the fingers and the docks which other-
wise get moved and twisted with the current and strong
winds.

Remember:  the next general membership meeting is on
Tuesday, July 11 at 7:30 P.M.  (7:00 P.M. for refreshments.)

Enjoy the Taste of Minnesota and various family picnics and
other outings you have planned over the 4th of July weekend.

Hope to see you on the docks and out on the River. Have a
great, safe boating month.

Meeting Minutes
St. Paul Yacht Club Board Meeting of May 22, 2006

Present: Jim McGowan, Wanda Pichelman, Howard Dahlgren, Greg DenBleyker, Liz
Garland, Keith Holm. Staff: Roger Anderson

Meeting called to orderat 7:05 p.m. by Vice Commodore Liz Garland in place of
absent Commodore Lee Pfeilsticker. Lee is recovering from a recent 

Reading of minutes, moved to accept minutes by Keith Holm, second by Greg
DenBleyker. Motion passed.

Staff Reports: Roger Anderson submitted a written report as included. 

Pat Michaud was absent and his report was given by operations committee chair
Gordy Mergens. Gordy stated that the dredging is complete and approximately 9000
cubic yards of material was removed from the lower harbor. This is over the expected
6000 yard estimate and was approved as such. We have yet to receive a final billing.
Greg DenBleyker moved that a copy of the final invoice for the dredging be sent to
the City along with a letter from our lawyer requesting payment. Seconded by Gordy
Mergens. It is unlikely that this will result in a payment, however it is important that
we formally ask for reimbursement anyway. Motion passed.

A general discussion ensued regarding the dredging/contingency fund including how
it is being received by the membership, how long it will be in place, etc.

Treasurer's report: Keith Holm gave a brief Treasurer's report (see attached). The
discussion turned to past due members including those who had fallen behind on an
established payment plan. Keith Holm moved that we rent the slip of any member on
a payment plan should they fall two payment behind., seconded by Greg DenBleyker.
Amended to require a notification by letter, and that slip will be rented after one week
from post date of letter. Motion passed, amendment passed. There was further discus-
sion of the credit policy and fee due dates with the understanding that full recommen-
dations are forthcoming from the Finance Committee.

Operations report: Much was covered by Gordy as part of  Pat Michaud's report (see
above). The launching schedule is returning to normal with the completion of the
dredging. Nail Away participation was so-so, with most of the work being concentrat-
ed on the General. We are looking for a solution to erosion/wash out problems that are
undercutting the footings at Gate A. A possible plan to provide Saturday staff was
mentioned as being looked at. The overall capital program for 2006 is pretty much
completed. There will be a timed "open" light on the gas dock with instructions to call
for service during weekday hours. It was also mentioned that the oil storage tank and
trash areas are ongoing problems. 

There was some discussion of possible improvement plans for the General in addition
to the planned painting. It was requested that Mark Mosby see if his tarp supplier
would be willing to donate a canvas to reinstall on the top of the General. It was also
mentioned that the decking on the roof will need to evaluated if the roof area is to be
used. 

Membership/Social report: Jim McGowan reported on the orientation. 22 new
boaters attended. SPYC member Will Steeger will be giving a presentation at the next
general meeting of June 13th. Jim will be posting the gates and we will send out a
phone message. We are trying to improve attendance at the general meeting by pro-
viding speakers or a program of some kind. Anyone with any ideas, let Jim know.

Wanda Pichelman provided details of upcoming social events: Memorial day cookout
will be 4:00 to 7:30 on Memorial day. Cost is $12.00 per plate and we have guar-
enteed the catering company 150 dinners. There will also be fundraising activity. It
was requested that consider getting a coffee maker to replace the Bunn unit that was
discarded due to leaking. It was also requested that we send a thank you letter to
Marie Vax for her sponsorship of the Commodore's Ball at Southview Country Club,
and a letter of appreciation to Rob Myhre for his generous donations of items for
fundraising efforts.

Meeting adjourned, 8:45 pm.

Respectfully submittedby Roger Anderson in lieu of Secretary Dennis Sando 

- Commodore’ s Repor t -



1985 Bayliner2450 24’
V8 power, Volvo I/O. Decent shape, seized by SPYC for back slip fees. Slip avail-

able for 2006 season.  $6,000  Call 651-292-8964

40' River Queen
1968 steel hull FB T-210 A/C Gen VHF Depth.  

Many updates.  SPYC slip rights.
$27,900. Call 651-436-4454

1988 Sea Ray 268 Sundancer

Excellent condition. 7.4 Mercruiser engine, portable airconditioner,
head w/shower, VHF radio, hot water heater, battery charger, full
camper canvas with screens, depth finder, new stereo w/CD, bow
ladder, trim tabs. Includes dual axle trailer with new tires

$16,500 orbest offer. Call 651-380-7862 or651-388-0217

1978 Chris Craft Catalina 28’

Twin 4 cylinder Mercruiser inboards. Air Conditioner, new head, nice condition.
Full canvas with camper top. Sale Price: $13,900 Ted Toso 612-801-1798

Carver Santego Model 3067  LOA
35’

T/260hp Merc I/Os, Low Hours, New Batteries, Air/Heat, Generator, Stereo
and Marine Radio. Halogen System. Sleeps Five, Full Galley w/Microwave,
Large Head w/shower, Slide-out Bar. Radar Arch & Full Bridge Enclosure
(like new) plus Custom Canvas on Lower Deck. Very Clean & Fast (40mph).
Contact Bill “W oody” Woodruff 651-336-8657 wewoodruff@comcast.net 
$39,500

1999 Monterey 276 Cruiser
Price: $ 44,500 Includes 2-Axle Custom Trailer Overall Length
29'0"  Beam 9'6" Twin Mercruiser 4.3L190 hp. H & C Water ,
Head , Shower, Camper Canvas, Travel cover, Refrigerator,
Stove , Microwave, Coffee Maker, VHF, Depthfinder, GPS, Fuel
Flow Meter, Trim Tabs, Stereo/CD, W/S Wiper, Search Light
Contact: Dirk   763/574-2233

“Anna Marie” 
1992 Thompson Adventurer 2900

Twin 5.7 mercruisers, AC, Low hours, $26,900
Bill & Mary Pat Gibbs, 763-525-1485

Operations
Notes

Boat trailers must be registered
with the office and paid for
before drop off. You will be
issued a tag that must be
affixed to the trailer for identifi-
cation. Any trailers in the yard
that are not tagged, registered,
and paid by the end of July will
be locked and the fees dou-
bled.

All boats need to be in
assigned slips! If you’re not
sure of your slip number or
have any other concern, please
contact us immediately. We
must have your boat in it’s
assigned slip!

All small boats/tenders must be
registered with the office and
paid. Any unidentified boats will
be locked to the docks or
removed from the warter by
July 15th.

Treasure Island
Sail-A-Way! 

July 29th at
Treasure Island.

Rooms available, call
Ron Hilson at 763 -

443- 8785 NOW if you want one or
to reserve a slip!

 
 

BARGES 
ARE 
YOUR 
FRIENDS 
 

 
Picture yourself rounding the narrow bend of the river and you come face to face 
with a barge.  Do you go port or starboard?  Should you use your horns?  How 
about using the radio?  What channel?  Can the barge captain see you?  Or, 
What’s the procedure when you and the barges meet at the lock and dam?  
Anyone who has spent time cruising the river has had to consider some of these 
questions, and more, when it comes to dealing with the largest vessels in our 
waters. 
 

THE SPYC GENERAL MEETING JULY 11, 7:30 P.M. 
will feature 

Hokan Miller, long time SPYC member, and Dispatcher at Upper River 
Services company which operates a barge and towboat repair and 
maintenance facility just downstream from the Dahlgren Docks. 

 

Hokan will be on hand to answer all your questions concerning the safe 
and enjoyable way to share the Mississippi with our gigantic river 

neighbors.  Join us for a fun and informative evening. 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
  



Boyhood Dream Come True
With your pants-legs rolled up, you could wade clear across the Republican River in the Dust Bowl summers
of my Kansas childhood.  This place was home to groves of cottonwood trees and checkered mud flats, bull -

heads, fat carp, polliwogs and craw -
dads, sandburs and grasshoppers out
west of our town. The old river mean -
dered through drought-withered fields
of wheat and corn, burned by hot dry
winds.  Some of us hung out by the
river every summer, dreaming about
going to sea one day.

I mention this childhood experience
because it made me a high prairie sea-
going wannabe from an early age.
Maybe it helps explain the obsession
that surfaced in me a lifetime later.
On a mid-summer day in 1986 I ran
across an ad on a marina bulletin
board in Afton MN that pictured a
handsome1940 Chris Craft cruiser
with a plumb bow - a boat right out of
my Kansas boyhood dreams.  I was
still a Middle-westerner, living now in
Saint Paul, never having managed to

find a home at sea, except during a hitch as a Marine on the battleship Iowa.  I had given some serious
thought to living on the Mississippi. Now, I decided, here's my chance.  After a short cruise on the Saint
Croix, and knowing absolutely nothing about running a boat this size, I bought her and named her the
Leah, after my aunt who would have appreciated this impulsive move.

The Leah is a 33' Chris Craft enclosed cruiser with a single
MR engine, one of 43 built in 1940.   She was launched in
Algonac MI and was sold to Alvin Gluek, scion of the
Minneapolis brewing family, who soon after developed
"Sparkling Stite by Gluek".  Mr. Gluek took the boat to Saint
Louis that first year to attend a brewers' convention. On his
return, she was on Lake Minnetonka, where she remained for
about 20 years.  During this time her several owners did not
register the boat with the Coast Guard.  Rumor has it that
she belonged once to the notorious gangster, Isadore "Kid
Cann" Blumenfeld, who founded an amusement park on Big
Island in Lake Minnetonka. A life ring once on the boat, now
long gone, read "Klub Karnival".  Some time in the late 1960's
the Leah was transported to the Saint Croix, where she
enjoyed a quiet family life for many years before I purchased
her.

As part of the deal I cut with the owner, delivery was to be
made in Saint Paul at the end of the boating season.  October
15th that year was cold and blustery, snow in the offing.
Wrapped in parkas and blankets, the owner, his wife and
daughters and I headed down the Saint Croix toward Prescott
where the skipper stopped briefly to take on schnapps.  We
were the only boat in Lock & Dam #2 that morning.  In the

gusty wind, we failed to catch
the dockmaster's line.  We
careened around and around in
the lock, somehow managing to
stay off the walls till we were
released into Spring Lake
above the dam.  At this point, I
thought to myself, "No way can
I learn to do this -- and I'm not
even drinking."  We wound our
way through the stump fields,
on past Gray Cloud Island, the
cold wind whipping spray
across the windshield.  It was
on then through the Newport
Slough, past Pig's Eye, and
around the long bend into
Saint Paul.  When at last we
tied up at the old Saint Paul
Yacht Club boom-dock, I felt as
if we had just crossed the
North Atlantic in a tanker.
The savvy SPYC dock-master
took one sage look at me and

said, "Williams, it appears you've bought yourself a problem."

I would rather think of the Leah as a "project" than as a "problem". However, my wife Patricia Hampl was
once heard to say about owning the boat, "It's like taking a grand piano and throwing it in the river."

OK, it's been a lot of work. Early on, we laid down a battleship linoleum floor in the saloon, put a new V-
berth in the cuddy cabin, and refitted the galley and head.  Later, we installed a 12-volt electrical system,
an alternator, blowers, and recently a 110-volt power inverter. Back in 1994 when we discovered a crack in
the engine block, we put in a rebuilt engine.  Over the years we
have replaced several planks in the hull, and dry rot still
appears in odd places now and then.  We try to keep the paint
and varnish in good shape every year.  And, as Patricia says,
we're the only family she knows with a chrome budget.

Experts have done all the skilled work:  For many years Darrel
Videen Boat Restoration was in charge of the project. Fred
Gould handled mechanical/electrical matters. Since 2000 Bob
Johnson has given the boat new life each year with his expert
painting and varnishing.  (I do the sanding and scraping.) We've
also called on Mark Sauer's Saint Paul Shipwrights for help
with woodwork. The new supervisor for the Leah project is our
SPYC friend and neighbor, Mark Mosby.

Now once again the river is swollen with the spring run-off, a
new boating season is upon us, and the Leah is quite up for the
occasion, thanks.  All is well at our riverine slip at Mile 840 on
the Mississippi.

Terrence Williams,
Easter Morning 2006


