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ANCHOR & LINE
The Saint Paul Yacht Club was founded in 1912 as the Saint Paul Motor Boat Club for the purpose of fostering a greater interest in
motor boating and the Mississippi River.  In 1934 the club adopted its present name, S.P.Y.C., and continues more than 90 years of
service to its members and the community.

St.PaulYachtClub
Dedicated to safe and affordable boating through cooperative efforts...
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July Calendar

Anchor & Line
S.P.Y.C.
100 Yacht Club Road, B1
Saint Paul  MN 55107
651-292-8964

Please submit articles, stories, photos,
etc. to the Editor, S.P.Y.C., 100 Yacht
Club Road B-1 Saint Paul,  MN 55107
E-mail: SPYC@earthlink.net

Deadline
Articles must be submitted by the 
25th of the month for publication the
following month. 

Roger Anderson, Editor
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Taste of Minnesota/Grand Excursion July 1st - July 5th Harriet Island
General Meeting Tuesday, July 13th at 7:30 p.m. On the General
Board Meeting Monday, July 26th at 7:00 p.m. On the General
Treasure Island Sail -A- Way Saturday, July 31st Treasure Island
General Meeting Tuesday, August 10th at 7:30 p.m. On the General
Board Meeting Monday, August 23rd at 7:00 p.m. On the General

100 Yacht Club Rd. B-1, St. Paul, MN 55107



U59 Scuttlebutt
Let's party! - It's time to put down the paint, and scrub brushes, and
get out and have some fun. The Grand Excursion and Taste of
Minnesota will be right in our back yard, right beside the river that we
enjoy so much. 

Grand Excursion - This is the main event as far as the SPYC is con-
cerned. Get your request in to register for the boat parade that will
happen prior to the main event. Roger has about forty requests so far.
Don't think about it ...do it! The idea is to get a good cross section of
boats that boat in this water way. 

Transient slips are full. If you plan to be gone over the weekend let
the office know so we can accommodate visitors. We want to accom-
modate as many visitors as possible with the idea of showing them a
good time and getting them to come back in the future. On the other
hand, make sure that if some one pulls into an empty slip next to you,
that they belong there. I'm sure there will be free loaders wanting to
tie up anywhere they can. Be polite, but be sure they belong there.

Taste of Minnesota- We went through this last year so we should
have a good idea of what to expect this year. Plan to have as much
hauling done as you can prior to the event. The lower harbor boaters
should be able to drive in to the park to unload supplies from 7-9AM
during the event. Upper harbor will be able to unload from the boat
yard at any time. Parking will be restricted and everyone needs to
have the new parking passes. You should also register your license
numbers at the office for the vehicles that go with the pass. Use the
boat yard for extra vehicles and overflow parking. 

Clean and Polish - We want to look good all the time but especially
for these two events. Please take some time to clean up the area
around your boat. Polish pedestal's, replace burned out bulbs, remove
spider webs, make sure fingers are clear, etc. Help your neighbor if
you get done with yours and have extra time. If you need supplies,
like bulbs, let staff know and they can get it for you. The quartermas-
ters will be making the rounds looking for eyesores and I’m  hoping
they won't find a thing. 

With that said...let's go boating!

Gordon Mergens
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Thanks to
everyone who
made the
Memorial day
chicken feed
possible.
Special thanks
to Gordy, Pat,
and Mike for
the great
cookin’. See
pictures to the
left.

Taste of Minnesota is  headed our way.
Some people think of this as one big incon-
venience, but I think it’s a lot of fun and a
great chance to show off our marina. I’ll tell
ya this - there isn’t one person that walks by
our gates and doesn’t look down into the
marina and wish they had a boat here.

Get your butt down to
Treasure Island on
our Sail-A-Way July
31st. It’s a lot of fun

and a nice afternoon
trip. It’s always

interesting to see who can
really handle their boats,

and who is just a landlubber in disguise.

Rich’s 
Partytown
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Finally through the rain and cold I’ve seen some
sun...maybe we’ll have a summer after all!  July is
shaping up to be busy! Grand Excursion/Taste of
Minnesota are upon us, and a few weeks after that
we head down to Treasure Island Marina for the
SPYC Sail-A-Way. If you have not reserved your

spot with me please do it soon. Treasure Island is a busy mari-
na and they will be full if you wait.

Recently ill lifetime member Marie Vax sent this wonderful thank
you note for the plant we sent her:

May 24, 2004

To all St. Paul Yacht Club members, 

The orchid is the most beautiful plant. I am 89 years old and it is
the first orchid I have ever received. You are all caring, thoughtful
people and Ilove you all for caring about me. I hope you have a
wonderful boating season in 2004.

Sincerely,

Marie Vax

I also have a great letter from Ron & Barb Hilson of the Barr on,
recently up for the summer from Florida. I’ll tell ya, these people
get around! 

Cruising the Great Loop - It Doesn't Get Any Better!

We left St. Paul, Minnesota on September 19, 2002 and traveled
621 miles down the Mississippi River to Grafton, Illinois to begin
our Great Loop adventure.  On September 14, 2003, after travel-
ing 7,250 miles through 165 locks in 360 days, we were back in
the Mississippi River, and popping the cork to celebrate our loop
closure.  IT WAS THE TRIP OF A LIFETIME!  It would take 12
issues of the Anchor and Line to expound upon our experiences,
so I'll just hit on some of the highlights. 

Key West was a fantastic month-long stop for us.  We did the
Duvall Street Crawl just like the thousands of other tourists, and
watched the awesome sunsets from Mallory Square as scores of
street players and vendors hocked their wares.  A stop in Miami to
help Ron and Eva Stob, (directors of America Great Loop
Cruisers Association, AGLCA) at the Miami Boat Show was great
fun.  A side trip up the St. John's River to Sanford, Florida
through coffee-colored, alligator-infested waters was an experience
to remember.  Historic east coast antebellum towns like Savannah,
Beaufort, Charleston, Georgetown and many more were lovely
and seemed to us like a trip back in time to gentler days.  The
many historic sights we saw along the way, including Annapolis,
Washington D.C., Baltimore Philadelphia and West Point were
stimulating and highly enjoyable.  When we stopped in New York
City we had a great time touring Ellis Island, the Statue of Liberty,
Central Park, Times Square and Ground Zero.  The city was alive
with throngs of people of every size, shape, and color.  It is true
that the people of NYC are the heartbeat of the city.  We could

almost hear the throbbing sounds as we walked and gawked, with
our heads pointed skyward and our mouths hanging open.  Our
trip through Canada, cruising the Rideau and Trent Severn
Waterways, Georgian Bay, and the North Channel, was achingly
beautiful.  A stop in Montreal for St. John the Baptist Day, and a
stop in Ottawa for Canada Day were spectacular and fun-filled.  We
attended an AGLCA rendezvous in Kagawong, Canada and had a
great time meeting other couples that were doing the Loop.   

Wildlif e was in abundance throughout the trip; dolphins, manatee,
herons, egrets, gulls, pelicans, alligators, songbirds, deer, and even a
rattlesnake, brightened our days.  Nature's artistry in the creation of
gorgeous bluffs, marshlands, clear aqua water, and rock formations
took our breath away. 

But in the end, the best part of the trip was meeting so many other
genuinely fine people and enjoying their company.  As many of you
know, being part of the community of boaters is like having an
extended family, and our family was huge.  Sunsets and cocktails
were very often enjoyed with new boating buddies.

Unlike some other people that close the loop, we did not sell the
Barron, but headed back down to Florida waters to enjoy the win-
ter and then fought our way back up the river systems to St. Paul
for the summer.  It is great being back in St. Paul with our families
and many friends and acquaintances.  We are building a house in
Pensacola, but St. Paul will always be home to us. 

Ron & Barb Hilson aboard the Barron.

Thanks to everyone who helped with cleaning the General a few
weeks ago. Thanks to Peter Kramer for the great artwork of the
Barr on above. See you at Treasure Island!

Undercurrents

Memorial Day
Chicken Feed
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Here we go! The big July 4 weekend is upon us.  Harriet Island
will be busier than we have ever seen it.  There will be significant
impacts on us as we use our boats.  The weekend can be enjoyable
if we plan ahead and keep our patience.  Please be aware of the fol-
lowing "things to know" regarding July 4 weekend activities.

*Dates - Taste of Minnesota begins on July 1 and runs through July
5.  However, set up will begin on Monday June 28. This will impact
parking.  July 3 is the Grand Excursion arrival, more on
that later.

*Parking - Starting on Monday June 28, you MUST have
the new parking pass hanging
from your rear view mirror.  This
is the only credential that will get
you into the area.  You may enter
from Plato or Lillydale Road.
You need to park in the Upper Harbor boat storage lot.  The end
between the garage and the office will be our parking area.  The
Lower Harbor lots and the Padelford lot will be closed.

*Guest parking - Guest passes are available from the office upon
request for the duration of the event.  Plan ahead to get them. Guest
passes are intended for invited guests to your boat only!  They are
not to be used so your friends can have easy access to Taste.  There
are limited numbers of guest passes, if people take advantage some-
one else will suffer.  Car pooling and off site parking will help keep
pressure off of our lot. 

*Ther e will be a fireworks display each night at 10:15 PM.  Plan
for major traf fic delays exiting the park.

*River closure - On July 3, at about 2PM the river will close to all
recreational boats as the Grand Excursion flotilla enters St. Paul.
Don't panic!  The river will only close between the Highway 52
bridge and the Robert Street Bridge.  During this time NO recre-
ational boats will be allowed in this area. That means you may not
watch the Grand Excursion arrival from water.  Once the river
opens, listen to channel 16, you may then go down to look at the
boats.  The river will always be open in front of the Upper and
Lower harbors.  

*Please, if you are leaving the area with your boat and your slip will
be empty any time during the long weekend, contact Pat in the
office.  We want to accommodate the many requests for transient
business and make some money for the club.

*SPYC Welcome Brigade- The yacht club will precede the Grand
Excursion with its own welcome parade.  Boats that have signed up
will parade from the Highway 52 Bridge to the Robert Street
Bridge.   This is scheduled to begin at 12:45 PM.  Neil Den Bleyker
is our Parade Commander.  Boats entered in the parade will check
in with Neil on the "Current Cutter" (slip 27 Upper Harbor) during
the morning between 8AM and 11AM.  Decorating is optional.
Neil will have final instructions and an information sheet for you. 

*If you have questions call the office.  We should get through this
just fine but we need everyone to help.  Find ways to enjoy this
nationally recognized event.  The club is trying to take care of you
and be a first rate host.  We have a great opportunity to show off our
best, I know we can do it.

See you on the river (literally),
Greg Den Bleyker  -  Commodore 

St. Paul Travelers Grand Flotilla Welcome!
Saturday, July 3, 2004 12:30 to 4:00pm 

Lambert's Landing - Lower Landing Park

When the Grand Excursion Flotilla steams into Saint Paul on Saturday,
July 3, citizens will line the riverfront waving hankies and flags, blow-
ing whistles and making sure they stage a rousing welcome. Local
organizers want to right the grievous wrong of 150 years ago, when the
1854 excursion arrived in Saint Paul a full day ahead of schedule.
Instead of the anticipated welcome party, the excursionists were greeted
by a handful of scalawags who proceeded to profit from their ill timing
by charging exorbitant fees to transport them to the Falls of St.
Anthony, their final destination. 

To make matters worse, a reporter from the New York times wrote a
scathing review of the town, noting that Saint Paul was the only port
that fired no cannons, flaunted no banners, poured no champagne, and
worst of all, provided no free rides. “We will correct this social gaffe by
staging the most dramatic and festive welcome ever displayed in the
history of the Mississippi River,” declared Saint Paul Mayor Randy
Kelly. “Church bells will ring, cannons will fire, bands will play, flags
will wave and the bridges will be decked with bunting and signs. I urge
all Saint Paulites to come to Lambert’s Landing on July 3 to welcome
the flotilla, and stay for the festivities and entertainment.” 

The Grand Flotilla Welcome, presented by St. Paul Travelers, will begin
at 12:30 pm with live entertainment on land and the river. Thousands of
people are expected to crowd the official welcome site – a horseshoe
bowl created by the Robert Street Bridge and the two riverbanks. From
a stage near Lambert’s Landing, John Hines of K102 will host a bevy of
live entertainment and commentary on the history of Saint Paul, about
the Grand Excursion of 1854 and 2004, and about the river. In addition
to interviewing guests on stage, guests on board the approaching flotilla
will be interviewed by phone to share the excitement from the river.
Saint Paul Mayor Randy Kelly and Minnesota Governor Tim Pawlenty
will join our very own Mississippi River Band featuring Debbie
Duncan.  Songs of Hope, a children’s choir composed of children from
a dozen different countries, will sing a medley of traditional internation-
al songs incorporating themes of rivers, bridges and world peace. Grand
Excursion Artistic Director Philip Brunelle, will direct his international-
ly acclaimed choir, VocalEssence with guest soloist Maria Jette. The
Mouldy Figs will add some Dixieland flavor. 

Across the river from Lambert’s Landing in the center of the world’s
biggest balloon arch, Muss with K102 will be broadcasting live from
the West Side Riverwalk. The Grand Flotilla will arrive with all the
pomp and circumstance of a once-in-a-lifetime event. In a festive
parade formation, the hometown boats will lead the way (Anson
Northrop, Harriet Bishop, Jonathan Padelford, Betsy Northrup) fol-
lowed by the visiting Julia Belle Swain and Spirit of Peoria. The flotilla
will culminate with the majestic Mississippi Queen, Delta Queen and
Celebration Belle. The boats will bellow their horns in response to the
salute of thousands of steamboat whistles from shore. The delightful
sound of calliopes will fill the air. 

Since the Grand Excursion celebrates ourrelationship with the
Mississippi, no flotilla would be complete without representation of
some of the otherways we ply these mighty waters. Priorto the
flotilla arrival, members of the Saint Paul Yacht Club, Watergate
Marina and the historic Minnesota Boat Club will delight the spec-
tators with their range of vessels from houseboats to kayaks and
everything in between. Even commercial navigation will be repre-
sented with a special barge, thanks to Aggregate Industries.  

At the top of the bluff, Steam Engine 261 with vintage cars in tow will
arrive, snorting and sounding its shrill whistle of anticipation and
excitement. The Taste of Minnesota will rock the river valley with its
own daytime fireworks salute to the arriving flotilla. 

It will be a welcome to rememberfor 150 years

- Commodore’ s Repor t -
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Clubhouse Committee

The Clubhouse Committee has been v ery busy researching and considering all of the aspects for a new SP YC
Clubhouse.  

If y ou w ant to know what they ha ve been doing, the committee has minutes y ou ma y review of their past meetings
- contact Barbar a Haak e, its secretary , and she can forw ard via email or fax the last two set of minutes from their
5/27/04 and 6/10/04 meetings.  The two co-chairs of this committee, How ard Dahlgren and L yle Pichelman ma y also
be contacted.  

The next scheduled meeting of the Clubhouse Committee is July 20, 2004 at 7:00 p .m. on the GENERAL.  A t the
July 20th meeting, the committee hopes to review some preliminary dr awings for a land-based SP YC Clubhouse.  It
is planned that after the Clubhouse Committee finishes its work, the committee will present its findings to the SP YC
sometime this fall.

12 May 04

Commodore Kramer-Sir:

Enclosed are pictures taken at the luncheon at which you were
honored and appointed Commodore of the Sleepy Hollow
Yacht Club with all privileges and passing honors noted that
are associated with this rank.

For your information said pictures were sent to several promi-
nent newspapers and sailing magazines. The most noteworthy
response was from the New York Times which desired to
include your pictures in the their Sunday’s obituary section.
They were informed to “shove off."  The New York Yacht
Club has expressed an interest in having your pictures included
in their monthly new letter--however, the club’s Commodore
was laughing too hard while trying very hard to express his
feelings in proper nautical terms for me to ascertain the exact
date. Will pursue this matter will diligence.

Again, a warm welcome to this august group of ancient
mariners.

As a closing thought--your suggestion about SHYC
Commodores’ uniforms include used band uniforms was simply
outstanding. May I add to this that white rubber boots (used by
local fishermen) would certainly enhance appearances for our
unique group of ardent yachtsmen.

Anchors away!

Sir Thomas Lipton Akers II

Ed. note: Well deserved Congratulations to Peter Kramer, see below. 
I wonder if Ichabod Crane has a slip there?

Here is a tip on how to get river charts off the internet - for free!

This is a link to the Army Corp of Engineers,
“Upper Mississippi river chart”

http:/ / www.mvr.usace.army.mil/ NavCharts/ UMRNavChartsIdx01.asp

This is a link to the Army Corp of Engineers, 
“Index to Navigation Charts”

http:/ / www.iwr.usace.army.mil/ ndc/ navchart/ navindexmap.htm
“I printed them, placed them in clear plastic sleeves and put them
together in a 3 ring binder. It works very well. I would be happy to cre-
ate a book for elderly club members that do not have access to the
internet.” - Eric Cobb, “Steel Away”

U.S. Bank Fireworks Extravaganza 
Saturday, July 3, 2004 at 10:15pm 

Witness the spectacular U.S. Bank Fireworks Extravaganza on the
Mississippi at A Taste of Minnesota. Melrose Pyrotechnics designed an
extraordinary program to showcase the power and magic of this mighty
river and to welcome the Grand Flotilla. 

The 20-minute show will be staged at Upper Landing Park near the
Science Museum of Minnesota, across the river from A Taste of
Minnesota on Harriet Island. It features 24 different firing locations
spaced equally along the river and three different aerial sites.
Choreographed to music that will be broadcast on site and simulcast on
K102, the program will open with the commanding Acceleration fol-
lowed by musical segments that capture much of the drama, poignancy,
pride and emotion that the river stirs. 

Every evening at 10:15 p.m., from July 1 through July 5, A Taste of
Minnesota brings you the Minnesota State Lottery Fireworks presented
by FOX 9 KMSP.  Watch daily for the Official Meteorologist report for
A Taste of Minnesota on FOX 9 NEWS.  They will tell you if you
should be wearing shorts or long johns, but whatever the weather, you’ll
love A Taste of Minnesota fireworks show. 

This salute is produced in partnership with the Capital City Partnership,
Taste of Minnesota and the Saint Paul Riverfront Corporation. 


