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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri
17
24

February Calendar

15
22
29

SaturdayJanuary 10th at 6:30 p.m.
TuesdayJanuary 13th at 7:30 p.m.
Monday January 26th at 7:00 p.m.
TuesdayFebruary 10th at 7:30 p.m.
Monday February 23rd at 7:00 p.m.
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Gift-giver is a Santa machine

Hundreds of presents to go to military families
BY THERESA MONSOUR, PioneerPress

Leslie Hansonwants to make sure the children of activated reservists have dolls and bikes and balls under the
tree like other Minnesota kids.

The Eagan man makes it his mission each Christmas to enrich somebody's belith@y children in a shel
ter or needy families ont3Paul'sWest SideThis season, his goal was to collect as much money and buy as
many toys as possible for the children of activated military personnel.

He hit up his pals at the & Paul Yacht Club and passed the hat around to his business assot@téaght,

he's throwing a bash for his boating buddies. In the party room at Sidney's Restaurant in Eagan, he'll unveil the

pile he's accumulated with the help of his friendsgen some Marines will scoop up the gifts and distribute
them to reservists and their families.

It will take more than a few good men and women to haul away the toys. Hanson collected enough to buy
hundreds and hundreds of gifts. Earlier this week, the tally was 800 gifts. He's modest about his own contribu
tion to the diort. "l don't want to make this appear as though I'm some sort of shpist dot the i's and

cross the t's.”

Hanson, an independent appraiser of damaged vehicles, credits his contacts in the automotive industry - from
body shops to car dealefismortgage company kicked in, he said. Oh yeah, dongefdhat trucking com

pany Then there were his friends at the & Paul Yacht Club, where he and his wife, Linda, live on a

houseboat fora chunk of the year

The list of donors goes on and on. So do the gifts. "This is fantastic," said MajAD@ms, commander of

the Military Police CompanyHeadquarters Battalion, 4th Marine Divisioihrens is working to get the toys
distributed to the children of folks in his unit, based at Fort Snellihgy were mobilized last January and

went to Iraqg, where they patrolled roads and protected the supply Thainreturned in September but are
being reactivated after the first of the year and will go back to Ataegns said.

Ahrens, a sales manager for a company that sells equipment to the Postal Service, is getting gifts-to the chil
dren of other activated reservists in Tivein Cities as wellThe financial stress placed on activated reservists
varies from family to familysaidAhrens.What matters most about the gift giving coordinated by Hanson is
the uplifting message it sends to the men and women in the military

"Just to know so many folks are supporting us, whether they agree with the war or not, it means a lot to us
(as) a morale boostesaidAhrens. "It helps us get ready to go agaikhtens doesn't have any kids yet. He
missed his first wedding anniversary while he was overseas and will miss his second as well. He said he and
his wife wanted to start a family this spring, but that will be delayed.

"That is part of serving," he said of his personal sacrifices. Hanson can understand service. He was in the
Army National Guard during théiethamWar, he said, though he was never activated. His father was a veter
an ofWorld War 1l. Hanson thanks still another military supporter - Kelly Hurley - for hooking him up with
Ahrens. He met thApple Valley woman while she was working at a Christmas store at the Mathefica.

He hired her to decorate his tree at home.

Hanson and Hurley were chatting in the days beftianksgiving as she hung ornaments. Hanson mentioned
he wanted to do something for military families. Hurley knew just where to send him. Her husband, Sean, is
joining a MarinewWing Support Squadron as a reservist. "All | did was put him in touch with the right people,"

said Hurley "It's funny how things work out that way
Pg.3 Published on DecembeR0, 2003, Page B4, Saint Paul PioneBress

SPYC Board Meeting Minutes Decembef2, 2003
Meeting called to order: Quorum present
Present: Greg Den BleykerDave EngferLiz Garland, Barb Haake, Lee Pheilstickeyle Pichelman.
Guests -Mr. Bob Biersheid and Howard Dahlgren

Open Forum — none

Reading of the minutes:Motion by Lee second by Barb to accept the November 24, 2003 as printed. Motion
carried

Treasurer’s Repoit: Motion by Lyle, second by Barb to accept fheasurels report. Motion carried.

Raspberry Island dock expansion:Commodore Den Bleyker reported on the status of the préjetie

Dec. 11, 2003 meeting with the city and planning commission the project was tabled pending a minor reques

from the city attorneyMr. Biersheid was at the board meeting to report on the project Statusext meeting

is scheduled for Dec. 30, 2008 that time it is expected that the final vote will be taken. Pending a positive
vote at that time, the following motion was made. Motion by Dave second by Barb to begin construction of
the Raspberry Island docks, with implementation spring of 2004. Motion carried.

Clubhouse committee:Howard Dahlgren reported on his meeting with Blierscheid regarding the possibili
ty of the SPYC building a land based facility on the Upper Harbor proféwycity is very interested having
the club build a facility that meets our needs and some needs of thEheitipllowing points are guides to
further study

* Land based clubhouse

* Solve other building needs in the yard

* Find symbiotic use for the club, the city and the community
The committee will continue to study this and other options.

Nominations Committee:Barb reports that the slate of candidates will be presented at the Jan. 13, 2004
General MeetingTheAnnual business meeting and election dicefs will be held aAwadas on Feb. 10,
2004.

Commodore’s Repoit: Commodore Den Bleyker thanked the board for a great year Motiogléydecond
by Dave, to inform Doug Lang he is not to be living on his boat, utilities to befoom dan. 15, 2004 and he
will not be ofered a lease to be here next boating season, 2004. Motion carried.




) Ha NewYear to everyone! :
-Commodore’ s Repor t - Aftgllroébout six weeks ofybad Ri¢ oWnN
| would like to take this opportunity to wish all | weather I'm getting pretty itchy P

of you a happy holiday and thank you for a wqfr the summer already

derful year in 2003.The 2004 boating season .
will be here soon and will again give us wonde%’r\llow’ we had agreat time at

: . e SPYC Holiday Luncheon &
ful boating experiences and challenges. Axels on December 13th! It

. . . was nice to see so many peog
Please keep in mind some important dates. J%ain.You get used to seeing

13, 2004 |S the General MemberSh|p mee“ng, gOeryone during the season ai

the General At that time the nominating com | then suddenly the snow flies

mittee will report on the slate of candidates fof and no one but the “die hards’

the 2004 Board of Directors. Nominations frofrare around anymore. Just

the floor can be made at this meeting orfiyre | remember that each day brings

annual meeting and election ofioérs will be us closer to another seasdimanks so much to eveyone who
held on Feb. 10, 2004Ve will again meet at | helped put the luncheon together!

Awada's. Please call ahead for dinner reserva

tions if you plan to eat there before the meetirjg2P€aking of seeing everyone agaioy should have eceived

our invitation for the January 10th Holiday Party at

The Minneapolis Boat show is scheduled for Jagnhlma s downtown $. Paul location.| would encourage

. Vi to attend; this i [ ni I d I think this i
21 through the 25th. Hopefullwe will be busy eryone to atten is is a real nice place an ink this is

) _ going to be a great get-together
marketing the new Raspberry Island slips at that
time. Call the dfce and sigh up for a time blogk-himas is such a high end place that the first time | walked in
to staf the booth. First come first serve. they took one look at me, handed me a mop and asked me to go
around back to the service entranthe food is great and they
At the December board meeting we discussed llage a very classy bdPlease RSVBS quickly as you can. See
Club House. MrBob Bierscheid from thetS [ map below and directions on page 5.
Paul Park and Recreation Dept. was there to g¢lis
cuss a number of issues with the board, one gf SEEYOU THERE!
which was the clubhousélhe Clubhouse
Committee is exploring the possibility of build
ing a land based facility on our Upper Harbor
property The city was very positive about us
doing just that.We believe it would serve our
needs and some city needs as wé&he other
options, including a floating facility or anfddite
facility are still on the tableThe committee
wants to do something that does more than ju
solve a short term needVe prefer to "do it
right" and leave the club a long term legacy in
the process. Doing it right in the first place hg
been a guiding principle we have used in the |
dozen years. In the long run we use our
resources wiser and get better service to our
boaters. fy tuned, we will be actively studyin|
this issue in 2004. My thanks to the committee,

Mike Radford, Dave Engfetiz Garland and 6 West 6th S S P&Ul

Howard Dabhlgren.

Hope to see you all at the holiday party

Greg Den Bleyker - Commodore Pg.2

STILL TIME TO BE ONTHE

SPYC BOARD OFDIRECT ORS Slate of Candidates!!

Come to the Januay 13th SPYC GENERAL MEETING
7:30 p.m. on the GENERAL
for NOMINA TIONS from the FLOOR

The Nominating Committee is still looking for any SPYC'er who has been a regular voting membefaahth€lub for a mini
mum of one-year and would like to be nominated to serve on its 2004 Board of Dirddtqrssitions for the Board are one-year
terms starting the night of the Clusnual Election night meetinJuesday February 10, 2004, until its next remtual Meeting
in February (8th) of 2005.

The Nominating Committee (NC) welcomes any one of the SPYC's eligible regular members to run for its Board of Dimectors.
may be nominated from the floor at SPYC's January 13th General Meejirgy call any memberof the Nominating Committee
(names and phone numbers listed below) if you would like to be nominate®fou may also indicate which dfce you would

like to run for: Commodor e, Vice-Commodote, Secetary, Treasuter or Board Member-at-Large.

2004 NOMINATING COMMITTEE (call any one of them if you would like to be nominated forSPYC's 2004 Board of
Dir ectors):

Barbara Haake, Chair (immediate past Commodore): 651.227.5435

Peter Kramerpast Commodore: 651.228.1068

Wanda Pichelman, elected member to the NC: 651.773.5881

Once again, the SPYC
will be exhibiting at the
Minneapolis Boat Show.

If you're interested

in covering a shift
give Pat a call at
651-292-8964

Driving Dir ectionsTo Holiday Party

From the West (Minnetonka, Minneapolis, etc.):394 East to 94 East to the 5ttre®t exit.This is a one wayake it through donwtown, past the
Xcel CenterYou will need to get into the left hand lane and turn leWabasha. Go one block and Fhima's will be on the left hand corner of 6th
andWabashaValet parking is also located on this cornehich is both the least expensive and most convenient parking for the restaurant.

From the South and Southwestern Suburbs (Lakeville, Eagan, Burnsville, etc35E North to the Kellogéve Exit, take a Right. Go through

the SmithAve intersection and take a Left at the next stoplight which istréetSDrive past the Xcel Center and take the first Right turn onto 5th
Street. Follow 5th (get into the left hand lane) and take a left\Watmasha. Go one block up @abasha and Fhima's is located on the left hand
corner of 6th anlVabashaValet parking is also located on this cornehich is both the least expensive and most convenient parking for the
restaurant.

From the North:
Option 1 (From 35\WNorth-End): 35WSouth to th&VashingtorAve Exit, take a left. FollowWVashington and veer right and keeping on Cedar

Ave passing Midwest Mountaineering (on the right side). Continue up Cedar and pass under the 94 overpass and take an immediate left onto th

East on-ramp. Follow 94 East to the 5the8t Exit.This is a one wayFollow 5th past the Xcel centehrough downtown staying in the left hand
lane.Turn left ontoWabasha and drive up one block. Fhima's is on the left hand corner of 6ifabashaValet parking is also located on this
corner which is both the least expensive and most convenient parking for the restaurant.

Option 2 (From Hwy 280 - Rosevillerea): Follow Hwy 36West to Hwy 280 South. Exit onto 94 East and folllow to the SteeSEXit.This is
a one wayFollow 5th past the Xcel Centehrough dowtown staying in the left hand laietn left ontowabasha and drive up one block. Fhima's
is on the left hand corner of 6tlir&t andVabashaValet parking is also located on this cornehich is both the least expensive and most conven
ient parking for the restaurant.

From the East:
Option 1 (From 94 Eastern Side): @/st to the 6th tBeet exit.This is a one wayFollow toWabasha. Fhima's is located on the left hand corner
of 6th andWabashaValet parking is also located on this cornehich is both the least expensive and most convenient parking for the restaurant.
Option 2 (From 35E North-End): 35E South to Wacouta exit. FollowWacouta (you can only go one-way initially) to 6tine®t. Take a right
onto 6th &eet.This is a one wayFollow toWabasha. Fhima's is located on the left hand corner of 6tiahdshaValet parking is also located
on this cornerwhich is both the least expensive and most convenient parking for the restaurant.
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