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ANCHOR & LINE
The Saint Paul Yacht Club was founded in 1912 as the Saint Paul Motor Boat Club for the purpose of fostering a greater interest in
motor boating and the Mississippi River.  In 1934 the club adopted its present name, S.P.Y.C., and continues more than 90 years of
service to its members and the community.

St.PaulYachtClub
Dedicated to safe and affordable boating through cooperative efforts...

FOUNDED 1912

100 Yacht Club Rd. B-1, St. Paul, MN 55107

Anchor & Line
S.P.Y.C.
100 Yacht Club Road, B1
Saint Paul  MN 55107
651-292-8964

Please submit articles, stories, photos,
etc. to the Editor, S.P.Y.C., 100 Yacht
Club Road B-1 Saint Paul,  MN 55107
E-mail: SPYClub@qwest.net
Web:http://stpaulyachtclub.org

Deadline
Articles must be submitted by the 
25th of the month for publication the
following month. 

Roger Anderson, Editor

 
 

St. Paul Yacht Club 
       2008 Election of Officers and Directors 

 
2008 BALLOT FOR ELECTION OF  SPYC’s BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Annual Meeting February 12, 2008 at 7:30 p.m. at George’s on Plato 
I f mailed in, use the enclosed numbered self-addressed envelope to:  
SPYC Election 2008; 100 Yacht Club Rd. B-1, St. Paul, MN 55107 

Your ballot must be in the box for collection no later than 10:00 a.m. February 12, 2008.  
 

You will be voting for  ten (10) SPYC Board members comprised of four  (4) Officers: 
commodore, vice-commodore, secretary and treasurer and six (6) Directors. 

(The eleventh Board member is the immediate past commodore;  no vote required.) 
 
OFFICERS – Please vote for  one (1) person in each below listed office: 
 
COMMODORE: 
 ______Peter Kramer 
  
VICE-COMMODORE: 
 ______MJ Babcock 
 
SECRETARY: 
 ______Dennis Sando 
  
TREASURER: 
 ______Jerry Quaal  
 
  
DIRECTORS:  You must vote for  six directors.  I f you vote for  more than six or  less than 
six, your  ballot will be NOT be counted.  Check six (6) from the below list: 
 
 
_____Tom Asp   _____Dave Baker   _____ Ralph DeLong 
 
_____Sandi Demontille  _____Jim Johnson   _____Tom Marrone 
 
_____Dave McKusik   _____Gordy Mergens   _____Mark Mosby 
   
_____Wanda Pichelman    
 
 

NO WRITE-INS ALLOWED 
  

SPYC 2008El ect ionIssue!



SPYC Commodore's Report - Year End Report 2007

Our Board Secretary, Denny Sando, has written an excellent summary of our clubs activities over this
past year (so I won't repeat it here) please study it carefully; he accurately identifies our success and
our challenges ahead.

The restructuring of our management continues apace and I hope that we can resolve this soon and
move forward with a new vision of how our club can operate most effectively and efficiently for the ben-
efit of our Boaters.

This month your officers will be meeting with Bob Biershide, Director of Parks and Recreation, (our
landlord), to discuss:

1. The EOS (hydrologists) preliminary report on the causes of silting in the lower harbor and where 
to go next on the dredging issue.

2. Clarification of our responsibilities and authority on the public dock regarding transient boaters.

3. Expectations (ours and theirs) for the Republican National Convention (Sept. 1-4) and it's effect 
on our harbors.

The Minneapolis Boat Show was moderately successful with a number of boaters promising to visit us
this summer (transient) and a couple of new slips committed.  We will follow up with everyone who
signed our guest ledger.  We have also committed to the Saint Paul Boat Show and are working on a
marketing strategy that might appeal to short term stays by smaller boaters and fishermen.

In 2008 we will make a major push to expand volunteer participation.  Volunteer work reduces our oper-
ating costs and keeps slip fees affordable ... expect a call.

Full credit for our success in 2007 goes to your committed, hardworking Board of Directors.  They
spend countless hours working on the behalf of the club and deserve our thanks.

And a special thank you to those Board Members completing their terms.

Bob Draine, Special Consultant to the Commodore
Jim McGowan, Vice Commodore and Membership Chair
Rich Wright, Social (and sociable) Chair

We move into 2008 optimistically but still budgeting very conservatively.

See you on the river.

Peter Kramer, Commodore, SPYC

Wanda Pichelman, running for
board.

Let’s work together to affect
CHANGE in the club by giving
me a VOICE on the SPYC board.
If you want any information, or
hear something you wonder
about, give me a call and I will
clarify the issue/topic for you.

Hi to all my friends at the St. Paul
Yacht Club. Lyle and I joined the
Yacht Club in 1990, and have a 38 foot Holiday Mansion Houseboat in the
upper harbor named Utopia.

In my professional life, I have worked at Carson Pirie Scott for 25 years as
Inventory and Shortage Controller until 1995 when the store closed in
Minnesota. I have since been working for Jockey International as Senior
Field Merchandiser for the Minnesota Region. 

My experience with the St. Paul Yacht Club follows:
1996 to 1998 - while Neil DenBleyker was Commodore I served as Social
Liaison between the Auxiliary and the Board.
1998 to 1999 - I was elected to the board of directors and served under
Commodore Truman Howell.
1999 to 2001 - I served under Commodore Peter Kramer until term limits
were voted into the bylaws and I was not eligible to continue.
2005 - I served under Commodore Lee Pfeilsticker.

My most memorable moments from these years are the great parties we
had; the year 2000 Caribbean cruise with 30 club members; the great
Treasure Island sail a-ways; Thanks Giving Dinners on the General three
years in a row with 175 + people in attendance. What a wonderful time
was had by all. We also had regular planned social events for the year.

I want to continue fundraising. My past fundraising with volunteers from the
club, working with “Herbergers Community Days” we were able to pur-
chase tables, umbrellas, and chairs for the deck on the General and, this
past fall, we purchased a new coffee station for the General. Herbergers
wants us back three times this year in 2008. Thank you volunteers for a
job well done.

I personally know most of you in the St. Paul Yacht Club, and would
be a voice dedicated to making each individual’s views understood. 

Always remember that our club stands for “Service W ith a Smile”
and “Fun, Safe and Affordable Boating” 

Always available - Wanda Pichelman 651-773-5881

Mark Mosby , incumbent running
for board.

31 years with the SPYC, 11 years
as a liveaboard. 7 years on club-
house committee, 6 years served
on Board of Directors and several
subcommittees.

I am proud of the work the board
has done this year with the reor-
ganization of our management
team.  The club 
also voted and came to a decision
to build a new floating clubhouse in
the near future.

I will work to help solve the dredg-
ing Issues and continue to try and
keep our slip increases to an
absolute minimum.

I would appreciate your vote.

Thank you,
Mark



MJ Babcock, running for V ice-
Commodore.

My name is Mary Jean (MJ)
Babcock. I have been a live-a-
board member of the SPYC for 7
years. 

My areas of interest are: commu-
nity outreach, open communica-
tion between board and members,
affordable boating, implementing
out strategic plan, environmental
issues, and future growth of the
club.

I am on the staff of NAMI -
Minnesota (the National Alliance
on Mental Illness). I also bring
experience with the non-profit
boards not only as a volunteer
member but from the perspective
of organizational startup. 

I’m looking forward to being back
on the board and serving as your
Vice-Commodore!

Jerry Quaal, incumbent running for
Treasurer .

Hi, I am Jerry Quaal and my wife is
Kristy. We have a 36' Carver (Quaality
Times) in the upper harbor, although we
started in the lower harbor with a 26'
Bayliner 7 years ago. We also boat in
upper New York on the Erie Canal
where our daughter lives. I am in the
greenhouse-nursery business, serving
Minnesota and all bordering states. We
live in Monticello. 

I had the privilege this past year to serve
as your Treasurer. I am very proud to be
a part of the SPYC. I love to be involved
in the life of our club and to see it suc-
ceed, I love Boating!

I know for 2007 there have been many
financial issues that we have worked on.
Dredging, now and in the future is still an
issue we are still ! working on.  Capital
improvements will continue in 2008 but
will be greatly reduced. Debt reduction
must be our main priority right now (we
are paying about $50,000.00 per year in
interest). We are putting a few dollars
into the General this year (Our
Clubhouse). "Remember Affordable
Boating" !  We are part of a City Park; we
need to keep our facility up. We need a
financial plan that will work for the Club,
and for you, for years to come!  I would
be pleased to continue on as your
Treasurer for 2008.

Thank You, Jerry Quaal

Peter Kramer , incumbent
running for Commodore .

I would like to continue as
Commodore of the SPYC for
one more year so as to com-
plete the work we started in
‘07, streamlining our manage-
ment, cutting operating costs,
reducing our long term debt,
aggressively marketing our
empty slips, and insuring
prompt and courteous service
to our members.

Tom
Marrone,
running for
board.

Greetings fel-
low Yacht
Club
Members! I
have been
with the
Yacht Club

since 2000 and have enjoyed it tremendously,
What a true gem we have in these two harbors!

My bid for the board is simple , continue the hard
work that previous members have done and to get
things done. To put forth the efforts with common
sense and the  fresh ideas needed to accomplish
the wishes of the majority of the club and continue
to represent the best wishes of our organization.

The past few seasons i have had the experience of
working in the boat yard and witnessed the chal-
lenges faced every day in the operation of our
club, from pullout to put in to construction and
installation of new docks and all the efforts that
these entail ,I've worked the gas dock and volun-
teered for many  events for the social club. This
experience has shown me we need  work on
developing better customer service and coordinat-
ed efforts with the parks and rec. as well as the
city and our commercial Neighbors.

I feel there are advantages that need to be taken
to enable us to keep the fees down they encom-
pass : fund raising , curtailing of expenses,tran-
sient slippage ,finalization and construction of a
club house ,permanent solutions to our dredging
issue ,local events and promoting of our member-
ship and annual slip rental.

My back ground has  been mostly in the restaurant
and bar industry. I have done everything from the
washing the floors to full ownership so i under-
stand the need for urgency and operating from a
sense of leadership for the good of all.

Your vote would be greatly appreciated and look
forward to seeing everyone on the river!!

Dave McKusik,
running for board.

Boaters,
My name is Dave
McKusick and I
have enjoyed the
Yacht Club with my
wife Ruby since
2001. We've
slipped in all 3 har-
bors with our boat
Loggerhead, and
now we've settled
to the Miller Dock on our newly christened Black
Ruby. We spent many years on the St Croix River in
Stillwater before coming to the Yacht Club, and really
appreciate the community of this club along with the
great Mississippi River.

I am asking you to consider me for Board Member
because I believe I will bring a fresh & progressive
viewpoint to our organization. My career has taken
me from the construction trades to corporate manage-
ment, and owning my own small business.  I think my
experience provides a solid foundation to work within
the board to represent the members of this club, and
provide solutions to our many challenges we face
both short & long term.  

I strongly admire the diversity of our membership, and
strive to represent everyone equally. The fact that this
club is made up of many creative people with talents
they can give to the club gives us an opportunity not
found in other marinas. I pledge to take responsibility
for myself and volunteer my talent within the board,
and encourage all our members to make the club a
better place through their own personal efforts.

With the recent changes in management, we have a
new and exciting opportunity to change the way
things are done. I ask everyone to reflect on what the
Yacht Club is to them, and what they would like it to
be. We can then take responsibility for ourselves, &
our club and create a more affordable, a safer, and
above all, an incredibly fun place to live and play.  

Thank you for your consideration,

David McKusick   



Ralph DeLong, incumbent run -
ning for board.

I have been a member of SPYC
since 1978.  There is a soft spot
in my heart for wooden boats (no
pun intended); however, my cur-
rent boat (Dry Martini) is fiber-
glass with just a touch of teak.
Professionally, I am a professor at
the University of Minnesota
School of Dentistry.  The majority
of my professional time is spent
managing a department and a
research center.  Both require
strong management skills, fiscal
responsibility, and interaction with
state governing boards; skills that
I would bring to the club.  

This past year the board has
work hard to improve the financial
standing of the club.  Progress
was made; however, much
remains to be done.  If elected, I
will do my best to represent the
membership of the club and
maintain open communication
between the board and the mem-
bership.  

David L. Baker , running for
board.

I rented slip #39 in the summer
of 2005 and became a member
of the SPYC in March 2007. I
want to be an involved member
and feel I can help on the
board. 

One thing I would bring to the
board would be my problem
solving skills, honed over 17
years as the president of my
own trucking company, H&J
Transportation. With 30 trucks
on the roads across the coun-
try at any given time, there’s
always some new problem to
solve. 

Whether it’s an issue of dredg-
ing, building a new clubhouse,
keeping costs affordable, keep-
ing boating safe, or the direc-
tion of the SPYC, I would work
with members to help solve
every issue and concern. I ask
for your vote and thanks for
your support.

Tom Asp, running for board.

Hi everyone. My name is Tom
Asp and I would like to serve
you and the Saint Paul Yacht
Club as a member of the Board
of Directors. 

I served our country as a mem-
ber of the U.S. Army, have a
degree from the U. of M., am a
20 year retired State of MN
employee (have a beautiful
daughter and grand-daughter)
and would like to add my 62
years of life experience, live-
aboard status and insight to
help our Yacht Club which I con-
sider to be the “First and Finest”
on the upper Mississippi River. 

Take care.

Jim Johnson, incumbent running for
board.

Sharon and I are entering our ninth year
of boating at the SPYC.  We have been
married for 42 years, have 4 children
and 9 grandchildren. We own a 40 foot
Carver that is slipped at UH80. 

I have served on the finance, by-laws,
clubhouse and marketing committees as
well as serving as a board member this
past year.  I am proud of the  work our
board has done this year. 

I have talked with many of our members
this year and the greatest concerns are
the dredging issue and the financial
health of the club.  This board has
restructured our management team and
this will help to reduce our long term
debt.  

It has also made  progress with the City
of St. Paul in addressing our
silting/dredging problems.  A hydrologic
consulting firm is studying the causes
of silting and will make recommendations
for a long term solution.  

I would like to serve again this year and I
ask for your vote in this upcoming elec-
tion. 

Sandy Demontille, running for board.

Gordy Mergens, incum -
bent running for board.

I will be 58 a few days
after next month's election,
have two adult children,
and have worked for
Thomson West for 35
years currently as a Senior
Principal Editor.  This will
be my 21st year at the
SPYC. I've served on the
board for seven of the last

eight years taking one year off due to term limits. If taken seri-
ously, which I do, being on the board is not an easy job espe-
cially when it comes to tough financial decisions, or enforcing
rules and bylaws. The 2007 board got several things accom-
plished. We got direction on a location for a clubhouse, took a
close look at our staffing needs and acted on the decision,
made some good decisions on the dredging issue.

The club needs a final resolution on who is responsible for
dredging our harbors. We failed to develop a strategic plan
which needs to be done. We managed to have some fun
along the way too. The SPYC needs to stay on its steady
course to improve and strengthen the club. We need to find
ways to increase revenue, lower our debt and still keep our
costs the most reasonable on the river.

I hope that everyone reads these bio's closely and questions
the candidates on their position on issues you feel are impor-
tant. Let's elect a board that is going to move the club forward
with hard work and good decision making.

Thanks to everyone who participated in the 2008 M inneapolis B oat Show!


