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ANCHOR & LINE
The Saint Paul Yacht Club was founded in 1912 as the Saint Paul Motor Boat Club for the purpose of fostering a greater interest in
motor boating and the Mississippi River.  In 1934 the club adopted its present name, S.P.Y.C., and continues more than 90 years of
service to its members and the community.

St.PaulYachtClub
Dedicated to safe and affordable boating through cooperative efforts...

FOUNDED 1912

Anchor & Line
S.P.Y.C.
100 Yacht Club Road, B1
Saint Paul  MN 55107
651-292-8964

Please submit articles, stories, photos,
etc. to the Editor, S.P.Y.C., 100 Yacht
Club Road B-1 Saint Paul,  MN 55107
E-mail: SPYClub@qwest.net
Web:http://stpaulyachtclub.org

Deadline
Articles must be submitted by the 
25th of the month for publication the
following month. 

Roger Anderson, Editor
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February Calendar

Annual Meeting Tuesday, February 14that 7:00 p.m. Awada’s
Board Meeting Monday, February 27th at 7:00 p.m. SPYC Office
General Meeting Tuesday, March 14th at 7:30 p.m. On the General
$50 Early Pay Discount Wednesday, March 15th SPYC Office
Board Meeting Monday, March 27th at 7:00 p.m. SPYC Office

RememberFebruary 14th, SPYCAnnual Meeting & Elections at Awada’s!

100 Yacht Club Rd. B-1, St. Paul, MN 55107

SPYC
2006 

ELECTION



1958 Chris Craft SeaSkiff
Owned by Frank & Julia Kline since 1967 - 35 years. 35

ft, 11.5 ft beam. Twin 345 ci Chrysler Marine Hemi
engines, 225 hp ea. Sleeps six, electric kitchen, refriger-

ator, head. Boat comes with slip and new slip cover. 
Call 768-557-6811

1971 ChrisCraft Aqua Home

Rebuilt Buick V6 engines, 35 hours each. Rebuilt Volvo
outdrives. Sleeps 5, stove, refrigerator, microwave, heat
& airconditioning. 2 marine radios, anchor, plus more

stuff. Can be seen at St.Paul Yacht Club. 
$9,500 Call Kenny J. Williams 651-228-1765

1985 Bayliner2450 24’
V8 power, Volvo I/O.

Decent shape, siezed by
SPYC for back slip

fees. 
$6,000 

Call 651-292-8964

40' River Queen
1968 steel hull FB T-210 A/C Gen

VHF Depth.  Many updates.  SPYC
slip rights.$23,000.
Call 651-730-8592

1985 BaylinerContessa 28’
10 ft wide body, sleeps 6
Refrigerator, stove, sink, 
hot water, shower, toilet
260 Volvo I/O, $10,500
Myles at 651-266-2284

“Anna Marie” 
1992 Thompson Adventurer 2900

Twin 5.7 mercruisers, AC, Low hours, $29,900
Bill & Mary Pat Gibbs, 763-525-1485

26’
Bayliner

Mercruiser
V8, new
top, new

upholstrey.
Low hours. Aft cabin, head , great shape.
$8,500 call Kevin Verdorn 651-231-5716

Wanted: 12’-14’ Aluminum tender with motor.  John Senglaub at 612-599-6830

St. Paul Yacht Club 
2006 Election of Officers and Directors

Dear Regular Member:

Listed below is the  official ballot for the election of SPYC's Officers and Directors for the year 2006.  Your bal-
lot will be counted at the Annual Meeting held at Awada's on Plato on Tuesday, February 14, 2006 at 7:00 p.m.
You may bring this ballot with you to the Annual Meeting and vote in person OR you may fill out the ballot
before the meeting and mail it back in the enclosed numbered self-addressed envelope.  Remember, in order to
vote your account with the Club must be current.  

You must vote for six (6) Directors and four (4) Officers to have a valid ballot.   Write-in candidates are NOT
allowed.  

YOU MUST VOTE FOR SIX DIRECT ORS.  If you vote formore than six orless than six, yourballot will
NOT be counted.

2006 BALLOTFOR ELECTION OF  SPYC's BOARD OF DIRECTORS. Annual Meeting February 14, 2006 at
7:00 p.m. at Awada's on Plato. If mailed in, use the enclosed numbered self-addressed envelope to:  SPYC
Election 2006; 100 Yacht CLub Rd. B-1, St. Paul, MN 55107. Your ballot must be in the box for collection no
later than 10:00 a.m. February 10, 2006. 

You will be voting for ten (10) SPYC Board members comprised of four (4) Officers: commodore, vice-com-
modore, secretary and treasurer and six (6) Directors. (The eleventh Board member is the immediate past com-
modore,  no vote required.)

OFFICERS - Please vote for one (1) person in each below listed office:

COMMODORE:
______ Lee Pfeilsticker (running unopposed)

VICE-COMMODORE:
______Liz Garland (running unopposed)

SECRETARY:
______ Dennis Sando (running unopposed)                

TREASURER:
______Keith Holm (running unopposed)

DIRECT ORS: You must vote for six directors.  If you vote for more than six or less than six, your ballot will
be NOTbe counted.  Check six (6) from the below list:

_____Howard Dahlgren _____Bob Draine _____Dick Fischer _____Barb Haake

_____Pat Igo _____Peter Kramer _____George Letness _____Jim McGowan

_____Gordy Mergens _____Wanda Pichelman _____Jerry Quall

NO WRITE-INS ALLOWED



Peter Kramer - Candidate for SPYC
Board of Directors 

I have been a member of the SPYC for
15 years and have served as a board
member, Editor fo the Anchor & Line,
Vice Commodore, and Commodore.
With the able assistance of the BOard
of Directors, my tenure was focused
on operating within our financial
rescources, and keeping the manage-
ment of the club under control. If
elected to the board, Iintend to focus
on these same issues. 

My wife, Miss Bonnie, and Iwere
year-around live-aboards for seven
years and continue to live on our Boat,
the Carl G. Jung LH26 from May to
October. I am a practicing Architect
and am currently the Chair of Public

Art St. Paul. Miss Bonnie and I winter on the bluff at Vesterheim in the
Louisiana Purchase, overlooking the SPYC harbors.

Richard Fischer - Candidate for SPYC
Board of Directors 

I am running for the SPYC Board
because of my desire to improve the
financial and operational conditions of
the SPYC.  The Charter of the St. Paul
Yacht Club is to provide "safe and
affordable boating" for its members.
The last few years have seen a dramatic
increase in our debt level, currently
exceeding $450,000 in long term debt
and $90,000 in short term debt.  This

has resulted in an effective 9% increase in our 2006 slip fees with projections
of 6% increases for each of the next two years.  This is primarily a result of
the excessive borrowing required to support the ongoing dock
replacement/expansion program.  While nobody criticizes those that have
worked hard to provide the new docks, this overly aggressive program has
depleted our available cash and put us in a negative position to pay for other
required needs within the marina for years to come.  As a Club, we need to
develop an on-going strategic financial plan that every successive SPYC
Board can follow so that we can meet our financial obligations and maintain
"safe and affordable boating" for all of the members.  

George Letness -
Candidate for SPYC
Board of Directors 

This year  we will
need to deal with the
issue of dredging our
harbors, 
which could prove to
be very costly. It's
important that the
quality of 
our service and infra-
structure not be com-

promised and that we are reasonable, pragmatic and
fair in making  the difficult decisions which  may lie
ahead.

The SPYC’s Annual Meeting and election for mem-
bers of the Board of Directors is scheduled for our
February 14 meeting to be held at Awada’s.  All reg-
ular members in good standing are eligible to vote
either in person or by absentee ballot.

In addition to the election, we’ll be completing the
process, begun at the January meeting, of voting on
recommended changes to the existing Club Bylaws. 

I look forward to seeing you at the February meet-
ing.

Remember, you can always send me an e-mail with
your thoughts.  Lee   (e-mail:
commodorespyc@qwest.net)

- Commodore’ s Repor t -

Jim McGowan - Candidate for SPYC Board of
DIrectors

My wife Marilyn and I are the proud owners of
the "Irish Mist",  a  vintage 42 foot Gibson
houseboat.  We became regular members of the
SPYC in 2001,  a year after we bought the boat.

As a member of the SPYC, I decided to be as
involved as possible.  It  is important to partici-
pate in such things as the "Nailaways", and  vari-
ous social activities.  For the last three years
Marilyn and I were  active on the Membership
Committee.  I have also enjoyed being a  tempo-

rary employee of the Club during several spring and fall seasons.   It has been
interesting learning some of the inner workings of our  Club's operations.

I have agreed to run for the Board of the SPYC, and I am proud to do  so. It is
just another way for me to be involved in the life of Club.  The Board of
Directors is already dealing with a number of very  important issues and will
have to make some decisions that will effect  the future of the SPYC.  I look
forward to that decision making  process.  I want to do all I can to support the
practial improvements  of our Club, while at the same time, continuing to main-
tain the  affordability we now enjoy.

Howard Dahlgren
– Candidate for
SPYC Board of
Directors

Howard has been a
member of the
SPYC since 1976
at which time he
began the two-year
effort to build his
and Lois’70-foot
classic sternwheel-
er boat, the John
Theodore D.  

Howard had started his own planning consulting
company the year before at which time he also
started working a four-day week (thus the extra time
for boat building).  The company, Dahlgren,
Shadlow and Urban is the largest planning land-
scape architecture and market research company in
the Upper Midwest.  They recently won the compe-
tition for designing the new Humphrey Memorial to
be built on the State Capitol grounds.

Howard is a vetern of World War II and the Korean
War, serving in the infantry and self propelled
artillery.

Howard was commodore of the SPYC for four
years in the early 1980’s.   During that period the
city’s Park and Recreation Department, WSCO
(West Side Community Organization) and the St.
Paul Yacht Club sponsored and ran the early
RIVERFRONTCELEBRATION.  

He got the president of the St. Paul and Suburban
School Bus Company to dedicate a 1959 Buick
bookmobile to the city so that the Yacht Club could
build a sternwheel boat float which ran in the
Aquatennial, the Winter Carnival and many other
locals parades for about ten years.

Howard designed it and supervised 1,000 hours of
volunteer club time to build it.  The “old timers”
will remember the many good times we had running
that float (with a moving paddle wheel).  It is now
parked beyond the outfield at the St. Paul Saints’
Ball Field.

Howard is currently working with club members to
prepare to build a clubhouse that we can afford, and
will best represent the club and serve its members
safely and efficiently.

He is confident that this can be done by all of us
working together toward this objective. 

Gordon(Gordy) Mergens - Candidate for SPYC
Board of Directors 

This will be my 19th year of slipping the Tricia
IV, a 39' Witcraft houseboat, in U69 at the SPYC.
I am 56, divorced and have two grown children,
Tom (25) and Dana (24) both, reside in Charlotte
North Carolina. I have worked for Thomson West
for 34 years, currently as a Senior Principal
Editor. I own and maintain a house in St. Paul
and am a landlord for two units. Besides boating
I enjoy bicycling, motorcycling, snowmobiles,
hunting, fishing, and shooting trap, skeet, and
sporting clay's.

I've served on the board for five of the last six years taking one year off after a
three-year term. If taken seriously, which I do, being on the board is not an
easy job(and the pay is lousy). Especially when it comes to tough financial
decisions or enforcing rules and bylaws.    

The 2005 board accomplished a small portion of the dredging that needs to be
done in our harbors. We failed to develop a strategic plan and a plan to replace
the General last year and need to accomplish this in the coming year. The
SPYC needs to stay on its steady course to improve and strengthen the club.
We need to find ways to increase revenue, lower our debt and still keep our
costs the most reasonable on the river. 

I hope that everyone reads these bio's closely and questions the candidates on
their position on issues you feel are important. Lets elect a board that is going
to move the club forward with hard work and good decision making.   



Wanda Pichelman -
Candidate for SPYC
Board of Directors 

Hi to all my friends
at the St. Paul Yacht
Club.  Lyle and I
joined the yacht club
in 1990, and have a
38 foot Holiday
Mansion Houseboat
in the upper harbor
named Utopia.

In my professional life, I have worked at Carson
Pirie Scott for 25 years as Inventory and Shortage
Controller until 1995 when the store closed in
Minnesota.  I have since been working for Jockey
International as Senior Field Merchandiser for the
Minnesota Region. 

My experience with the St. Paul Yacht Club fol-
lows:

1996 to 1998, while Neil DenBleyker was
Commodore, I served as Social Liaison between the
Auxiliary and the Board. 

1998 to 1999 I was elected to the St. Paul Yacht
Club board of directors and served under
Commodore Truman Howell.

1999 to 2001 I served under Commodore Peter
Kramer until term limits were voted into the bylaws
and I was not eligible to continue.

My most memorable moments from these years are
the great parties we had; the year 2000 Caribbean
cruise with 30 club members; the great Treasure
Island sail a-way's; Thanks Giving  Dinners on the
General three years in a row with 175 + people in
attendance.  What a wonderful time was had by all.
We also had our regular planned social events for
the year.  

I want to continue fund raising for a new club house
through sales of our St. Paul Yacht Club sports wear
and also help to improve communications between
the various groups within our club.

I personally know most of the St. Paul Yacht Club
members, and would be a voice dedicated to mak-
ing each individual's views understood.

Always remember that our club stands for "fun, safe
and affordable boating".     

Always available - Wanda Pichelman 651-773-5881

Bob Draine - Candidate for SPYC Board of
Directors 

1. I have been a member here over 36 year. Retired
river pilot. I have don a lot of work over the years
for the club, Ibelieve Iknow ways to help going
forward. 

2. I enjoy helping the club and being with a lot of
longtime friends. I’m glad Ican contribute some-
thing to the good of the club.

3. The main important thing is to resolve the issue of the clubhouse and choose
a direction. I also think we need to manage the debt of the club carefully to
ensure its longterm future.

Barb Haake -
Candidate for
SPYC Board
of Directors 

In 1989,
Truman
Howell and I
had a boat
called the
"Howel-e-
luah" located

on the shore side of the SPYC's lower har-
bor.  In 1994 we had "Trubador" built for
us, now located on the Miller Dock.  In the
past, I have served on the SPYC Board as
secretary and as the club's commodore.  I
am now seeking a seat on the club's 2006
board of directors.

We have many items of importance facing
us this year.  Our first priority has to be the
budget.  We have been carrying long-term
debt that has been and still is necessary to
build-out our docks and make other
improvements.   Our short-term debt is a
heavy burden because we depend on it to
balance our SPYC budget.  Our short-term
debt should not be depended on and its use
should not become "business as usual".

The second is dredging.  We are here to
"boat" and without water, our purpose for
"being" ceases to exist.  This is an expen-
sive item and our club cannot afford to "put
the water back" without City/Federal assis-
tance.  

Lastly and very important for the future of
the SPYC:  We need goals and policies that
should be adopted to guide the SPYC over
the next few years.  We have to determine
where we are going and what we want to
provide our slipholders to secure our future
on Harriet Island.  A strong board of direc-
tors should make policy so all club mem-
bers and the club's staff know and under-
stand the common goals that will help
move the SPYC forward and through the
end of this first century of its existence.   

I ask for your vote on February 14th so I
can be a part of the discussions and solu-
tions to the above issues.       

Kieth Holm -
Candidate for
Treasurer. 

Four boats and sev-
eral years ago, I
began my boating
experience at the St.
Paul Yacht Club.  On
April 12th last year,
my boat burned.  A
normal person would
have collected the

insurance check and given up on boating.  But
unfortunately for me, boating had become a part
of my life that I wasn’t quite ready to put behind
me.  I have a great boat in the upper harbor.
Over the years I’ve met many of my boating
neighbors and can’t imagine not spending the
summer on the river.  Over the years there have
been times that I like you have complained about
Yacht Club issues.  Most of my complaints were
about little things that I knew nothing about.
But, Board members were nice enough to listen.
And they were always good at suggesting that I
run for the Board of Directors.  When I was
asked if I would be willing to run for Treasurer, I
wasn’t sure if that was the best first step for me.
But after talking with Roger and Pat, I felt that it
was time to stop complaining and to get on
board.  

There are a number of financial issues that will
need to be addressed in the future including cre-
ating a financial plan for the Club, debt reduc-
tion, capital improvements, dredging and the
club house just to mention a few.  As my friend
Gordy Mergens has heard from me time and
time again, I believe we have to run the club like
a business.  If selected as treasurer I intend to do
just that.  This means that hard financial issues
will have to be addressed.  It means that good
financial plans have to be created and imple-
mented.  It means that rules have to be enforced
equally when money is involved.  

There you have it.  I’d welcome the opportunity
to be of service.  Oh, in my real job, I manage
the St. Paul Area Association of REALTORS,
supervise a staff of 10 and create and oversee an
annual budget of over three million dollars.  I’ve
worked with volunteer board members for over
25 years.  Thanks for your support.

Keith Holm
Executive Vice President
St. Paul Area Association of REALTORS
Western Wisconsin REALTORS Association

Jerry
Quaal -
Candidate
for SPYC
Board of
Directors 

Hi, I am
Jerry
Quaal and
my wife's
name is

Kristy. We have a 36’carver, and
have been boaters here at SPYC for
six years. We spent our first year in
the lower harbor and now in the
upper harbor. We also boat on the
Erie Canal in New York where our
daughter lives. We live in
Monticello where I’m in the green-
house nursery business. Again this
year I was asked if I would run for
the board; yes I will! I love boating,
again I will say I love being at the
SPYC. I have served on county
boards and church hoards and I feel
I could serve and work with those
who will be on the SPYC board in
an excellent manner.

Important tbr 2006:
1.) Our working relationship with
the city of St. Paul kept and main-
tained.
2.) 1 know some in the membership
will not love me. I looked at
Watergate and other marinas in the
area and affordable boating is what
we are. We are the most reasonably
priced. We do have to pay bills and
with dredging and other needed
improvements; that may mean a
$100 to $200 increase per year in
what we pay for awhile. Let’s work
something out with the city; they
may be willing to help us out by not
take their portion on the increase.
3.) In regards to the clubhouse, we
need a clubhouse very soon. I
believe the onwater clubhouse to be
the best, but I am open to what a
new land based one might cost.
4.) We have excellent employee’s
doing an excellent job for us! We
need to lift I them up and keep them
excited to be with us!

Pat Igo- Candidate for SPYC Board of
Directors 

Pat Igo has his summer cabin in the lower
harbor, slip 39.  Pat, his wife Mary and
daughter Katie enjoy being aboard what is
currently “Pat’s Thyme” but it may be
“Katie’s Thyme” by this summer.  They
enjoy the privilege of belonging to the St.
Paul Yacht Club and being part of the histo-

ry of the harbor.  Pat intends on spending more of his summer nights viewing
the St. Paul Skyline from the harbor now that he is on Social Security,

Pat has been an active REALTOR© in the Saint Paul area for 32 years and still
going strong, currently with Coldwell Banker Burnet.  He was named REAL-
TOR© of The Year for 2004. Pat has served on the Board of Directors, chaired
the Government Affairs Committee and is past Treasurer of the Saint Paul Area
Association of REALTORS©. He currently serves (appointed) on the Saint Paul
Heritage Preservation Commission and the Saint Paul Business Review
Council.  Pat also is past president of The Landmark Center Volunteer
Association and currently is a tour guide. He and his family reside in the
Crocus Hill area of Saint Paul.

Pat’s goals for the future should he be elected for the Board of Directors:  “I
have been impressed with the growth of festivities at Harriet Island.  I feel it is
very important for the club to remain financially and socially healthy.  We need
to review the debt structure of the club, insure that we are operating in the
appropriate manner to lower the debt.  In addition we need to settle the club-
house dilemma, on ground, on water, buy or make, and how do we finance it
keeping the dues reasonable.  I see a need for the clubhouse; I am not sure of
the type or location because I have not reviewed all the facts.  I strongly believe
though that we must do the right thing to keep the Saint Paul Yacht Club alive
and able to recruit new members while keeping the old.”


