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ANCHOR & LINE
The Saint Paul Yacht Club was founded in 1912 as the Saint Paul Motor Boat Club for the purpose of fostering a greater interest in
motor boating and the Mississippi River.  In 1934 the club adopted its present name, S.P.Y.C., and continues more than 90 years of
service to its members and the community.

St.PaulYachtClub
Dedicated to safe and affordable boating through cooperative efforts...

FOUNDED 1912

Anchor & Line
S.P.Y.C.
100 Yacht Club Road, B1
Saint Paul  MN 55107
651-292-8964

Please submit articles, stories, photos,
etc. to the Editor, S.P.Y.C., 100 Yacht
Club Road B-1 Saint Paul,  MN 55107
E-mail: SPYClub@qwest.net

Deadline
Articles must be submitted by the 
25th of the month for publication the
following month. 

Roger Anderson, Editor
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February Calendar

SPYC Election/Annual Meeting* Tuesday, February 8th at 7:00 p.m Awada’s on Plato
Board Meeting Monday, February 28th at 7:00 p.m. SPYC Office
General Meeting Tuesday, March 8th at 7:30 p.m. On the General
Early Pay discount deadline Tuesday, March 15th SPYC Office
Board Meeting Monday, March 28th at 7:00 p.m. SPYC Office

*Note: The annual meeting will start at 7:00 p.m. , NOT7:30 p.m. as previously listed

SPYC Election Issue!



Lyle Pichelman, running for Commodore

1. My name is Lyle H. Pichelman, Phone No. 651-773-5881, and my wife is Wanda Pichelman whom all
of you know.  Our boat is a 38' Holiday Mansion that we named "Utopia" in slip UH49.  I am a graduate
of the University of Minnesota; having a BS degree in Business, with under-graduate work in industrial
engineering.  I have worked as either a Mechanical Engineer or small business manager for the last 30
years.  I am currently a Project Engineer for Total Process Services, Inc.

2. I have been in the St. Paul Yacht Club for over fifteen years and on the board of directors for the last
three years.  This year, I am privileged to be your vice commodore.  I still see some of the same prob-
lems that I was trying to improve when I first joined the board.  As your Commodore, I expect to
improve this area of our club while continuing the great job that the operations committee and staff have
been doing.

3. We really need to improve communications between the various groups within our club.  The last two boards have come a long way in get-
ting control of the clubs operations and finances, but we still have a long way to go in the area of communicating effectively with our member-
ship.

4. We still need to identify the philosophical differences between the factions within our membership, and attempt to communicate to each fac-
tion in terms that they understand.  There will always be a conflict of egos between people, but we do not need it to affect the clubs business.

5. I believe that I personally know most of the members, and I would be a voice dedicated to making each individual's view understood If you
choose to elect me as your next Commodore.

Each candidate was asked to respond to the questions listed below:

1. A little about you - your name; your boat (upper/lower harbor); any experience you feel will help you on SPYC's board, etc.

2. Why you are running for the 2005 SPYC Board of Directors?

3. What you would like to see the board accomplish in 2005?

TO: SPYC Regular Voting Members
FROM: 2005 Nominating Committee:

Barbara Haake, Chair (Immediate past Commodore):  651.227.5435
Peter Kramer, past Commodore: 651.228.1068
Dwight Exe, elected member to the NC:              952.854.3907

RE: 2005 SPYC Annual Meeting and Election, Tuesday February 8, 2005  
7:00 p.m. at Awada's on Plato - Back dining room, first floor

1. Voting Qualifications:
a. All regular SPYC voting members are eligible to vote in the election to be held on Tuesday, February 8, 2005 
b. One vote per membership 
c. To vote, regular SPYC voting members' accounts with the SPYC must be paid in full by or on February 8, 2005.

You will be voting for ten (10) SPYC Board members comprised of four (4) Officers: commodore, vice-commodore, secretary and treasurer
and six (6) Directors. (The eleventh Board member is the immediate past commodore Greg DenBleyker; no vote required.)

OFFICERS - Please vote for one (1) person in each below listed office:
COMMODORE : VICE-COMMODORE:
______Lee Pfielsticker          ______Lyle Pichelman ______Richard (Dick) Fischer (unopposed)

SECRETARY: TREASURER:
______Mary Jean (M.J.) Babcock (unopposed) ______Don Gussler            _________George Letness

DIRECT ORS: You must vote for six directors.  If you vote for more than six or less than six, your ballot will be NOTbe counted.  Check six
(6) from the below list:

_____Joanie Clausen _____Bob Draine  _____Liz Garland _____Anne Hofmann

_____Patrick (Pat) Igo _____Gordy Mergens _____Jerry Quaal _____Denny Sando

_____John Sipf _____Terry Williams

*NO WRITE-INS ALLOWED*

Joannie Clausen, running forBoard

1. I am Joanie Clausen, and my husband and I own the Anne Marie in the upper harbor. I own Town
Crier Promotions and I have served on the Golden Valley Human Services Foundation for the past 2
years. My husband and Ihave been boating for over 25 years.

2. Our club needs both men and women in leadership roles.

3. The board needs to take a leadership role in providing a social environment for its members.

Pat Igo, running for Board

No comments provided.
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E lection time again! The time really seems to fly - pretty soon we’ll be uncovering our boats for another season.
Congratulations to all the candidates, and thank you to all of them for even volunteering to run in the first place.
Serving on the board is a commitment of time and effort that is sometimes under appreciated by the membership at
large. Just a couple of social notes during this busy time:

Best wishes to Mike Radfordas he recovers from knee surgery. I’ve seen Mike up and around so I think he’s doing
pretty good.

Best wishes as well to summerliveaboards Jack & Dottie Merwin. Jack is recovering from knee surgery also. We’ve heard he’s
in physical therapy and will be back in top shape by the time they return from Florida this spring.

Longtime social memberKitty Heaser is making a nice recovery from surgery earlier this year. Hang in there, Kitty - spring is
coming! Wishing a continued speedy recovery to longtime social member Marie Vax also.

Congratulations to Steve Harmon and Maggie Olsonon their marriage. Here’s a message from Maggie: “Steve and I were mar-
ried on Jan. 2, 2005.   We were very fortunate to have our parents, siblings, and all 7 of our children, the 3 spouses, and the 2 grand-
children.  One daughter, her husband, and their 2 children were here from England. We also want to thank the SPYC for the beau-
tiful arrangement of flowers - the Bird of Paradise happens to be our favorite flower.  It reminds of us Hawaii - where we got
engaged last Valentine's Day.”

A sincere THANK YOU to Rob Myhre for donating items that were raffled off at the Holiday party to benefit the clubhouse fund.
Thanks to Rob we raised $274 for the fund. By the way, if you want a nice little winter drive head down to Redwing and visit Rob’s
new shop at 314 Main St. , Suite 314A, R ed Wing, MN 55066 651-388-1872. Rob has a wonderful selection of nau-
tical themed items, gifts, clothing, and of course beautiful artwork. Please plan a visit - you will be impressed!

Speaking of the clubhouse fund, in addition to the $80 we each contribute at the beginning of the year, we raised over $1,100
throughout 2004. Most of this came from Peter Kramer ’s effor ts on the Grand Excursion T-shirts. Thank you Peter! The fund
now stands at $80,324 as of January 1st. 

Also on the subject of the clubhouse fund, we have a great fundraising opportunity through Herberger’s Community Days. All
you need to do is purchase a $5 coupon book for your local Herberger’s. These books contain one $5 coupon and six 20% savings
coupons good for almost any merchandise item during Herberger’s fabulous One Day Sale on Saturday, February 26th. YOU
CAN’T LOSE, and the SPYC gets to keep the entire $5 for each coupon book sold, and a percentage of sales generated on the sale
day of February 26th! The books are available at the SPYC office, or from me at 651-773-5881. Ithink this is a win-win situation
everybody, so please get on board!

Wanda

Undercurrents



John Sipf, running for Board

1. My name is John Sipf. My boat is a 25’Bayliner. I have been slipped in the Lower Harbor
since 1978. I have been in the St. Paul Yacht Club for over 20 years. Ihave served on the
board twice.

2. First, Iwas asked to serve. I also feel we all have a bit of ownership in this club. Also, I
think it is our responsibility to do what we can to have a modern marina with affordable slip
fees.

3. Finishing of docks in lower and upper harbors. Safe parking areas. A clubhouse for all.

Terry Williams, running for Board

I'm the guy with the big white dog, Lily.  My wife Patricia Hampl and I own a 1940 Chris
Craft cruiser, Leah, moored in Slip #4, Upper Harbor. We've belonged to the SPYC since
1986 when we first brought our old boat to the Lower Harbor, where we stayed for many
years. The SPYC has become an important part of our lives over the years.  We are grateful
to have many dear friends in this wonderful community of river rats.

My platform:  #1. The most important concern for the SPYC is operations and maintenance
of our boating facilities. We must pay  for repair and replacement of docks and slips, for
boatyard buildings and equipment, and for very expensive harbor dredging. 

#2.  I would support  provision of transient facilities, maybe a dozen or so slips and appro-
priate amenities, that would make the SPYC a destination for people from down river.
Transient slips might also be a revenue source.   

#3.  I pledge to listen carefully to all proposals, pro and con, regarding the building of a new
clubhouse. Your vote will be appreciated.

Bob Draine, running for Board (incumbent)

1. I have been a member here over 36 year. Retired river pilot. I have don a lot of work over
the years for the club, Ibelieve Iknow ways to help going forward. 

2. I enjoy helping the club and being with a lot of longtime friends. I’m glad Ican contribute
something to the good of the club.

3. The main important thing is to resolve the issue of the clubhouse and choose a direction. I
also think we need to manage the debt of the club carefully to ensure its longterm future.

Dennis Sando, running forboard

1. I've been a member of SPYC since 1989. My boat is "Sagittarius", a 47 foot Boatel, in slip
15, upper harbor. I live in Fridley with my wife Elaine and three cats. 

2. I'm running for the board to ensure some fiscal responsibility in board decisions.

3. If elected, I will do my best to ensure that we spend our money as wisely as possible, and
that we keep slip rental rates and special assessments as low as possible. In particular, I want
to make sure that whatever decision is made with regard to the clubhouse, that we the mem-
bers don't face another huge increase in annual fees, over and above the clubhouse fund adder
we are currently paying.

Thanks for your consideration next month at the election. If you have any questions for me,
feel free to call me at 612-720-8657.

Lee Pfeilsticker, running for Commodore

1. The St. Paul Yacht Club has been my 'second home' since the 1960's when my parents first joined the
Club and kept their 26' wooden cruiser at Miller Marina in the LH.  In the 1970's my dad, Phil, moved
his houseboat to the UH.  My wife, Mary, and I became co-owners of the houseboat until 1980 when we
bought our 45' 1962 Chris Craft wood cruiser, the Corsair.  For the past 10 years Mary and I have been
summer live-aboards in the UH.  I served in the Navy in my early 20's, worked on large commercial
building projects (ie. superintendent for all cement work on the IDS Center), served as senior manage-
ment for custom home building companies, have co-owned two businesses and now design and sell cus-
tom cabinetry.  My main hobby is wooden boat restoration and maintenance and, occasionally, I actually
go boating!  

2. I agreed to run for the position of Commodore this year after serving as a Board member the past two
years because the St. Paul Yacht Club means a lot to me.  I've been an active member of the Operations,

Compensation and Clubhouse Committees both years on the Board.  Past service to the Club includes serving on the Board in the 1980's, par-
ticipating in nail-aways, flood clean-ups, helping with the boat show we did in the late 90's and other general activities such as Auxiliary meals
and parties.  Serving on the Board and Committees involves a substantial commitment of time and energy.  I really appreciate those who have
served in the past.  I am also committed to this Club.  We keep our boat here winter and summer, many of my favorite tools are in the river
under the old UH Slip 13 and we really value the friendships we have made at the Club over the years.  My dad, Phil Pfeilsticker, had the
honor of serving as Commodore in 1967 and later as Asst. Treasurer.  I saw how hard he worked for the Club and appreciated how much he
cared about what he was doing.  I feel strongly that we need to retain the original concept of the Club by keeping our facilities affordable and
in good working order.  I also believe we need to have a focused eye to the future and provide improved docks and a new, fully functional,
attractive and accessible clubhouse for the years ahead so that this Club continues to attract and retain boaters, their friends and guest who love
boating.

3. My goals for the coming year include the following:

A. Clarify our immediate dredging needs and identify the best financial resources to get it done.
B. Continue our pursuit of building a new Clubhouse that will serve our needs and that we can be proud of as a Club.  
C. Keep improving customer service.
D. Encourage more participation in Club meetings and activities so that members, associate members and others get as much value from the  

Club as possible.
E. Work for an overall plan to improve the physical facilities at the Club, to include buildings and grounds.
F. Do the “right things at the right time” to promote boating from our facilities.

Mar y Jean (MJ) Babcock, running forSecretary (incumbent, unopposed)

My name is Mary Jean (MJ) Babcock and I would like your vote to continue in the position as your club
secretary.  I have been a live-a-board member of the SPYC for the last four years.  My areas of interest
are:  environmental concerns, open communications between board and members, affordable boating,
implementing our strategic plan, community outreach and future growth of the yacht club.  Please refer to
my end of the year report for an update on Board activities accomplished and those that are still on the "to
do" list.

In my professional life I have been a consultant with non-profit organizations for the last 12 years.
Currently I am a staff member of  NAMI-MN (The National Alliance for the Mentally Ill) as director of
two of their projects.  I bring to the SPYC my extensive experience with non-profit boards not only as a
volunteer member of several boards, but also from the organizational perspective (including organizational

startup) of an executive director and staff member. 

Being able to live on the river is the culmination of a dream I have had for years!  I am so delighted to be a member of this community!
Thank you for your vote.  MJ

Dick Fischer, running for Vice Commodore (unopposed)

No comments provided.



Don Gussler, running for Treasurer

1.) I, with my wife Irene, first joined the Yacht Club in the spring of 1984 having been at Jolly
Roger before that. I ran for and was elected to the Board of Directors for the first time in 1987.
I served on a number of committees and became treasurer in 1995. Iwas appointed Marina
Manager by the Board of Directors in Nov. of 1995 and served in that capacity until the spring
of 2001. We kept our boat, Nice Touch,in slip #18 in the Upper Harbor. 

2.) I’m running for treasurer to provide continued fiscal management to the Club affairs. I will
work with the Board of Directors to provide accountability and to insure the ability to finance
operations while reducing debt.

3.) We have several pressing issues to address over the next few years. I hope to aid the Board
of Directors in providing financial security for needed improvement in our operating equip-
ment while securing financing for a new clubhouse.

George Letness, running forTreasurer

1.  My name is George Letness. I have had a 40' sedan cruiser in the upper harbor since 1993.
Before I retired from the US Coast Guard Auxiliary at the end of last year, I had been the
finance officer of  Flotilla 11-1 since 1990. I was treasurer of the Newspaper Guild at the Star
Tribune in the 1960's. I served 4 years on the Board of directors of The Crossings condomini-
um in Minneapolis in the early 1990's. I have owned and managed a small graphic design stu-
dio in downtown Minneapolis  since 1978.

2.  I feel that having benefitted from the service of others in the yacht club for the last 12
years, I have an obligation to repay that  service by giving of my time and whatever skills I
may possess to the  club and its members.

3.  I would like to see the club continue to prosper and the difficult issues confronting it
resolved. 

Jerry Quaal, running for board

1. I am Jerry Quaal; my wife's name is Kristy, we have been a boater here, at SPYC since
2000.  The first year in the lower harbor and now in U.H. 72. We have a 38' Holiday Mansion
Houseboat. We also boated and slipped on Lake Minnetonka with a Yukon Delta Houseboat in
the late 1980's.  We now also boat on Clinton's Ditch (the Erie Canal) where our daughter
lives. We have a trailerable houseboat we tow back and forth, a 28' Adventure Craft. We live in
Monticello and make almost all the monthly meetings of the SPYC. I am in the Nursery
Greenhouse Business serving MN and 4 surrounding states.

2. I received a call from the nomination committee asking if I would run. I was excited to be
asked. I love boating. I love being at the SPYC. In the early 80's I was looking for a houseboat
and Gordy showed me my first one ! I've always wanted to be at the SPYC ! Now I am ! I am
currently the President of the Wright County Fair Board, a 20 person board working with and
reporting to County Commissioners, I've served on several boards at our Church as Deacons
and an Elder. I am a Gideon. I feel I could serve and work on this board at the SPYC in an
excellent manner. 

3. I would like to see accomplished in 2005, The Good working relationship we now have with the City of St Paul kept and maintained. I
would also like to see more participation from our club members, this done with communication and new activities. I would like to see
increased communication and friendships with other marinas in our area. We need to keep working with and helping with River updates.
Continue to add something special to our monthly meetings. Our Marina is First Rate, and we need to continue this. We have excellent
employee's doing an excellent job! We need to lift them up and keep them excited to be with us !

Liz Garland, running for Board

1: I am Liz Garland and I am a live-aboard in the lower harbor, shore side for the last four years on the
Steel Magnolia. I have been boating on crafts of various sizes on oceans, lakes and rivers for about 30
years and have been a member of the SPYC for 5 years. I have previously served on the board as vice-
commodore and helped the staff to coordinate the SPYC participation in the 2004 Grand Excursion
with city, state and county agencies, the US Coast Guard and the St. Paul Riverfront Corporation, as
well as numerous volunteer groups. I have been a registered nurse for 34 years and am currently direc-
tor of the health service at Inver Hills Community College in IGH. I have prior management experi-
ence, having supervised a staff of twenty and managed a yearly budget of approximately $500,000.00. 

2: I am running for the board because I feel l have a responsibility to contribute to my community and
this place that I call home. 

3: It would seem that the pressing issue for 2005 will be to come to some resolution regarding the
clubhouse issue. Before we move ahead and incur a sizable debt that might impact our mission state-

ment of “safe and affordable boating”, we need to be sure that the membership and all those who would shoulder the cost are willing to make
this long-term commitment. Sometimes, what we want and what we really need are two different things and we need to be clear about our
organizational priorities. Other than that, maintaining our excellent facilities, having a good time on and off the water and doing it with a sense
of fiscal responsibility are my priorities for 2005. 

Anne Hofmann, running for Board

I bought my first tiny houseboat in 1991 to be used as a summer lake residence in Illinois.  A job
change required a marina closer to home and I decided on the St Paul Yacht Club because it had so
much to offer in the way of location, festivals, active social club, and live-a-board community. This
will be my 6th summer at SPYC. I've had slips in the upper harbor, lower harbor shore side, and now,
with my fiancé Mike Radford, on the Miller Dock.  In 2003, I bought the "Kahale", determined to
become a true "live-aboard". I've been employed as an Account Manager at Business Incentives in
Edina for the last 20 years, where I'm responsible for setting up and managing incentive programs for
Fortune 500 clients. I have a BAin Education from the University of Illinois and a Paralegal
Certification from the Paralegal Institute of Philadelphia. I've served on the board of the Minnesota
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation and the Off Broadway Musical Theatre of New Hope, as well as being a

member of the SPYC Social Committee for all 5 years that I have been here.

I was honored to be asked to run for the SPYC board and I feel we each have a responsibility to contribute to the club. I would like to see us
get back into having fun with boating and having more group events and activities. I support the idea of a new clubhouse but I also intend to
be watchful so that in our excitement, we not forget what must be done to upgrade and keep our present facilities current and affordable. 

Gordy Mergens, running for Board (incumbent)

1. Gordon(Gordy) Mergens. This will be my 18th year of slipping the Tricia IV, a 39' Witcraft house-
boat, in U59 at the SPYC. I am 55, divorced and have two grown children, Tom (24) who just received
his honorable discharge after four years in the United States Marine Corps and Dana (23) who graduat-
ed in December from the University of North Carolina, Wilmington with a business degree. I have
worked for Thomson West for 33 years, currently as a Senior Principal Editor. The 'senior' part of the
title means that I get the call when there is a problem with a product, or someone that looks at a new
process to see if the concept will work in the real world. The 'principal' means I work with federal and
state case law data exclusively. 'Editor' means I collect the various data files to produce the various
publications West creates in Westlaw, CD, and print formats. I own and maintain a house in St. Paul
and am a landlord for two units. Besides boating I enjoy bicycling, motorcycling, snowmobiles, hunt-
ing, fishing, and shooting trap or sporting clay's.       

2. I've served on the board for four of the last five years taking one year off after a three-year term. It would be an honored to be elected for
another term because, believe it or not, the work is not yet done. 

3.This year the board will have a full plate as usual. We need to develop a strategic plan that will guide the club for the next five to ten years.
Some of this work has already started and would include the plan for replacing the General.  The SPYC needs to stay on its steady course to
improve and strengthen the club. We need to find ways to increase revenue, lower our debt and still keep our costs the most reasonable on the
river. But most importantly, we need to have fun doing it. This club does a lot of things right. We shouldn't dwell on the things we do wrong.
Lets just fix them.


