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ANCHOR & LINE
The Saint Paul Yacht Club was founded in 1912 as the Saint Paul Motor Boat Club for the purpose of fostering a greater interest in
motor boating and the Mississippi River.  In 1934 the club adopted its present name, S.P.Y.C., and continues more than 90 years of
service to its members and the community.

St.PaulYachtClub
Dedicated to safe and affordable boating through cooperative efforts...

FOUNDED 1912
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March Calendar

Anchor & Line
S.P.Y.C.
100 Yacht Club Road, B1
Saint Paul  MN 55107
651-292-8964

Please submit articles, stories, photos,
etc. to the Editor, S.P.Y.C., 100 Yacht
Club Road B-1 Saint Paul,  MN 55107
E-mail: SPYC@earthlink.net

Deadline
Articles must be submitted by the 
25th of the month for publication the
following month. 

Roger Anderson, Editor
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February Calendar

Annual Meeting/Election Tuesday, February 10th at 7:30 p.m. Awada’s on Plato
Board Meeting Monday, February 23rd at 7:00 p.m. On the General
Deadline for Early Pay Discount Monday, March 1st In the SPYC Office
General Meeting Tuesday, March 9th at 7:30 p.m. On the General
Board Meeting Monday, March 22nd at 7:00 p.m. On the General 2004 SPYC Elections!

OFFICERS - Please vote for one (1) person in each below listed office:

COMMODORE: Greg DenBleyker* (running unopposed) VICE-COMMODORE: Liz Garland*, L yle Pichelman

SECRETARY: Mar y Jean Babcock (running unopposed) TREASURER: David Engfer (running unopposed)

DIRECTORS: You must vote for six directors. If you vote for more than six or less than six, your ballot will be NOTbe
counted.  Choose six (6) from the below list:

Dee Armstr ong Joanie Clausen Howard Dahlgren Ralph DeLong

Bob Draine Ir ene Gussler George Letness Tom Mega

Eldon Metaxes Gordy Mergens Muriel Parker Lee Pfeilsticker*

Mike Radford* Dennis Sando                Jim Souris Rich Wright*

NO WRITE-INS ALLOWED *indicates incumbent

All candidates were asked to to provide 1) Information about yourself; background, etc. and 2) Your vision
for the club for 2004-05. All candidates responding by 1/23/04 are included.



Michael J. Radford, running for board

Background:
I have been a live-aboard for the last seven
years. I've had the honor of serving on the
SPYC Board of Directors twice; first as
Secretary and currently as Fleet Surgeon
and Chairman of the Clubhouse
Committee.  This work is not yet complete
and I would like the opportunity to imple-
ment the plans we have begun.

Vision:
We must continue exploring the three cur-
rent clubhouse options; our own land-
based structure, a floating facility, and
sharing the boathouse.  We owe the mem-
bership complete and viable plans for each,
which must include real designs and accu-
rate costs before a final decision can be
made. Our Strategic Plan needs to be solid-
ified and reviewed until we are united in
our mission for the future. The Board must
listen to all boaters while boaters must
learn to compromise in the interest of the
club. 

Dennis Sando,, running forboard

I've been a member since 1989. I have a 47' Boatel,
"Sagittarius" in slip16, upper harbor. I'm an electrical
engineer at a company in Lino Lakes.

If elected to the board, I will take a very conservative
approach to new expenses, including a clubhouse,
and will do everything possible to keep our slip fees
low.

Howard Dahlgren, running for board

Howard Dahlgren and his wife Lois have been mem-
bers of the St. Paul Yacht Club since 1976, the year
they began building their sternwheeler, the “John
Theodore D” completed in the fall of 1978.

He was Commodore for four years in the 1980’s, dur-
ing which time he designed and supervised the con-
struction of the club’s sternwheel float built with a
thousand hours of club member volunteer time.

He founded the consulting firm of Dahlgren,
Shardlow, and Uban, the largest land planing, land-
scape architecture, and urban research firm in the
upper Midwest. Howard has degrees in architecture
and city planning from the University of Minnesota
and University of Liverpool. He largely retired in
1990.

He serves on the committee to develop a plan for a
club house facility and hopes to see a successful
solution to that challenge accomplished in the near

Muriel Parker , running for board

I joined the club in 1969 as a social member.
I was president of the Aux. 1974 and 75. I
became a boating member in 1980 with the
purchase of"Proximity" a  26'Owens cruiser.
Since then I've had "Sea Unicorn I" a 33'
Holiday houseboat, and Sea Unicorn 2 a 43'
Nautiline. Now Richard Felsheim, my foster
son and Captain of all my boats shares his
boating with me on "Apt. C 16" a 47' Chris
Craft Aquahome.

I was a member of the board for 2 terms at 2
different times and hosted many 
get togethers with the help of the members. I
was editor of the Anchor and  Line for 10
years.I think the SPYC has been an intricate
and wonderful part of our members  boating
lives and hope it continues to be the most
affordable and sociable club on  the River. I
look forward to being a part of the plans for
upgrading our club house so our members
will have a great place to gather.

Joanie Clausen, running forboard

Joanie Clausen, better known as Johnny
Clausen’s mother, has been a member of the
Yacht Club for the past 6 years. She lives in
Golden Valley where she runs her own com-
pany, Town Crier Promotions. Currently,
she serves on the Golden Valley Human
Services Foundation.

Joanie and her husband John, own the Anne
Marie which is parked in the upper harbor.
Her family has been active members in the
club since they joined. Because of their love
for the marina and Yacht Club, she would
be proud to serve on the board of directors.

Her vision for the club in 2004-2005: To
ensure that both the club and marina, con-
tinue to be the best place to boat and 
socialize.

Dave Engfer, running for Treasurer

I live aboard the sternwheeler Columbia,
moored in the SPYC lower harbor. I have
been a member of the club since 1991 and
have held previous posts as Commodore and
board member at large. I am an independent
real estate developer in the metropolitan area
and a CPA with many years of business 
experience.

My vision for the club over the next year is the same as it has been since I came here: to
continue to improve our facilities and maintain a club that all  members can be proud to be
a part of. Ibelieve the SPYCrepresents a great value compared to area marinas and Iwill
strive to keep fees affordable, yet accomplish the important goals that will keep our harbors
viable well into the future. 

Serving as Treasurer of the club for the previous year, I believe we have made significant
progress in creating a financially stable framework for the club’s operations. I look forward
to integrating the Raspberry Island expansion project, and whatever clubhouse option is
choosen into that framework.

Come Join us for Fun and Frolic with friends from the SPYC

Watch the Vulcan Victory Torchlight Parade experience the magnificence of this glowing nighttime parade, where the
Vulcans light up the night in celebration of their victory with brightly colored lights and flaming torches! Parade starts at
6:00 on 5th and Cedar ends at 7:30 P.M. 

Cost: Free On: January 31, 2004 Time: 5:00 PM Where: Meet on The General  

More events: Fireworks following the Parade, in Kellogg Park between Wabasha and Robert Sts. Salsa Music
Landmark Center $11:00  8:30 p.m. to 12:00 p.m.

2004 Ice Palace -A Legacy in Ice $5:00 ticket found in Winter Carnival Button Passport. Tickets also available for pur-
chase on 7th St. at Ice Palace site across from Xcel Energy Center  

If interested in attending call Rich W right at 651-291-2799 to get more det ails. 

Since this isn’t a normal Anchor &
Line issue, I’m going to keep my com-
ments brief. 

We have a fun event planned for the Winter Carnival listed above.
We’d love to get you on board. 

We’re working on the date and location for the Commodore’s ball,
watch for an announcement and invitations soon. We had a great
Holiday Party at Fhimas! Thanks!

-- St. Paul Yacht Club 2004 Election of Officers and Directors --

Dear Regular Member:

Your official ballot for the election of SPYC's Officers and Directors for the year 2004 will be mailed under
separate cover. Your ballot will be counted at the Annual Meeting held at Awada's on Plato on Tuesday,
February 10, 2004 at 7:30 p.m.  You may bring the ballot with you to the Annual Meeting and vote in person
OR you may fill out the ballot before the meeting and mail it back in the enclosed numbered self-addressed
envelope.   Remember , in order to vote your account with the Club must be current.  

You must vote for six (6) Directors and four (4) Officers to have a valid ballot.  W rite-in candidates
are NOT allowed. YOU MUST VOTE FOR SIX DIRECTORS.  If you vote for more than six or less than
six, your ballot will NOT be counted.

If you have any questions, please contact one of the following members of the Nominating Committee:

Barbara Haake, Chair: 651.227.5435  Peter Kramer: 651.288.1068  Wanda Pichelman: 651.773.5881

Rich’s 
Partytown



Greg Den Bleyker, running for Commodore

It has been an honor to serve the club this
last year as your Commodore.  Linda and I
began our tenure in the early 1980's.  In the
mid 80's I first ran for the board of direc-
tors.  I have served on the board for most of
the years since as Upper Harbor
Quartermaster, Vice Commodore, and
Commodore.   

I have often spoken of the pride we share in
our club.  Over the years we have spent
money and effort to drastically improve our
infrastructure and business operations.  This
money and effort has been a wise invest-
ment in our future security.  We now enjoy
a long term lease and the respect of the city
for building and running a first class mari-
na.  

Our yacht club is primarily a place or
opportunity to relax, socialize and just have
great fun.  We have been very successful
over the years doing so.    I always say it
takes tremendous work by members, board
and staff to have this much fun.  The year
2004 will not be any different.  

I have placed my name on the 2004 ballot
to serve one last year as Commodore.
Significant work started in 2003 and past
years needs to continue.  In 2004 we will
continue to make progress on the twelve
year capital building program.  New dock-
age will be installed in the Upper Harbor
between gates A and B.  We are very excit-
ed to expand the club as we implement the
Raspberry Island Docks.  Thirty new 36
foot slips will be added to our harbors.  In
this next year the club will make historic
progress on the clubhouse issue.  I hope to
guide the clubhouse committee and mem-
bership to a point where we can all know, at
long last,  what our clubhouse future will
be.  Another challenging issue will be the
smooth cooperative use of the island.  Taste
of Minnesota and the Grand Excursion will
challenge our talents and patience.  Above
all, we will endeavor to have another safe
and fun year.  I thank all of you for what
you bring to our yacht club and look for-
ward to next year if selected to serve.  

George Letness, running forboard 

#1 I've had my boat at the Yacht Club since 1993. I own a small graphic
design studio in Minneapolis. My wife and I live in the Crossings  con-
dominium in Minneapolis where I served on the board of directors for  4
years. I'm finance officer of Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 11-1.

#2 I'm very impressed with the progress the club has made in the last
few years. I like the new docks, the elegant gates and carts. My vision
would be to continue that progress, remain solvent and take advantage of
future opportunities.

Lee Pfeilsticker, running for board

SPYC Member over 40 years. I’ve re-built six boats,
includingCorsair which we’ve owned for 24 years. As a
past business owner, I understand small business operations.
If re-elected to the Board, you can expect the following:

I’ll (1) attend meetings and express my opinion based on
what’s good for the club as a whole; (2) support safe,
clean/neat appearing facilities/grounds; (3) support consis-
tently good customer service from our employees and I’ll
complain through the right channels if we don’t get that;
and (4) work for and support “smart” growth of the
Club/docking facilities based on what the membership can
afford. Thanks for considering me.

Ir ene Gussler, running for board

I came to this country in 1965 as a governess from
Norway. Don and I got married in 1967 and by
necessity my career was secondary to his. As a
result I've had checkered career past. I've been in
public housing as a homeownership coordinator, a
housing manager and interim director and later as
a real estate agent, accounting specialist etc, etc.

We've been members of the SPYC since 1985 and
have enjoyed boating out of St.Paul very much.
The club's progress over the past 20 years has
been tremendous, but, we still have a way to go.
One thing that is sorely lacking is a club house
and while we are finally talking and planning for
one, this time we must come together to see it

through. Whatever is decided, we need to keep in mind it is not just for what we - the boaters of
today - would like, but for posterity. While cost is important, so also is the ultimate realization of a
permanent home for the club.

Ralph DeLong, running for board

1) I am a Professor at the University of Minnesota School of Dentistry. I started boating in 1970 and
became a member of the SPYC in 1976. In the mid-eighties, I served two terms on the Board as

Rear Commodore. My boat is "Dry
Martini".

2) My  vision for the club in 2004-5:
During the coming year, a five-year
strategic plan must be developed that
holds down costs yet includes a club-
house that we can be proud. This will
require a decision on the type of club-
house (land or water based) so that the
plans can be drawn.

Bob Draine, running for board

1) Lifetime Member, came to the St. Paul Yacht Club in
1978. Boated here for 15, served on previous boards. 

2.) Take a more aggressive stance with the City of St.
Paul in protecting Yacht Club interests. Strive to keep
the club successful and have a good time.

Jimmy Souris, running for board

1. “SPYC - Thumbnail sketch”
I consider myself an able-bodied senior citizen, always
ready to pitch in on the “nail-a-ways” and any of the other
chores to be done. My love of boating equals my love of
aviation. I want the best Ican do for each one. I started out
in 1974 with a rubber dinghy, a Lugar sail boat, a miniature
Hobo house-boat and now own a 34’Nautaline.

2. My vision for the SPYC
The SPYC is on the threshhold of becoming the most
admired and thriving marina in our area, and a great asset
to the City of St. Paul.

Liz Garland, running for Vice Commodore

Question 1, about me:
I am Liz Garland and I have served this past
year on the board as vice-commodore. I have
been a boater out of SPYC since 2000, after
waiting over a year for a slip. I came to
Minnesota from California on vacation in
1984 and spent my very first day here play-
ing in this harbor. I fell in love with it then
and have loved it ever since. I now reside
(with my dog Duke) on my boat in the lower
harbor and feel that I’m coming home to
someplace special every night. I have been a
registered nurse for 33 years and have two
married sons living in the area.

Question 2, my vision for the next year:
One of the things I value most about the
SPYC is that it is an inclusive club where
people of all walks of life and economic
means can equally enjoy a quality boating
experience. That’s one of the reasons I
strongly support the Raspberry dock expan-
sion. When I was looking for a slip, I found
there were very few places where ordinary
people with ordinary incomes could hope to
afford to slip a boat. With these new docks,
we can offer great slips at modest prices to
few more lucky people and help secure the
financial and political future of our club at
the same time. 

If re-elected, I would also continue to work
to come up with a viable solution to the
clubhouse dilemma. I am well aware that
most of us are of modest means and want
something distinctive, yet affordable. I
would look again at some of the work done
in the past and also  favor polling the mem-
bership about what degree of financial com-
mitment members are willing to make so
that we know what we can budget before we
go into any design phase for either a land-
based or floating structure. That would
assure that we don’t design something we
absolutely can’t afford. 

Finally, I will continue my role as Chairman
of the Recreational Boater Committee with
Grand Excursion to help assure that this
event and the SPYC participation in its
activities are successful endeavors.       

Lyle Pichelman, running forVice Commodore

1. My name is Lyle H. Pichelman, Phone No. 651-773-5881, and my wife is Wanda Pichelman
whom all of you know.  Our boat is a 38' Holiday Mansion that we named "Utopia" in slip UH49.  I
am a graduate of the University of Minnesota; having a BS degree in Business, with under-graduate
work in industrial engineering.  I have worked as either a Mechanical Engineer or small business
manager for the last 30 years.

2. We really need to improve communications between the various groups within our club.  The cur-
rent board has come a long way in getting control of the clubs operations and finances, but we still

have a long way to go in the area of communicating
effectively with our membership.

3. We need to identify the philosophical differences
between the factions within our membership, and
attempt to communicate to each faction in terms that
they understand.  There will always be a conflict of
egos between people, but we do not need it to effect
the clubs business.

4. I believe that I personally know most of the mem-
bers, and I would be a voice dedicated to making each
individual's view understood by the board.  

Rich Wright, running for board

I am a current board member and have chaired the social
committee for the previous two years. I have been a year
‘round live aboard boater in the lower harbor for the pre-
vious 12 years. I have operated my own small floor
installation company for many years.

My vision for the next year at the SPYCis to improve
relationships and focus on what we are really all here for
- TO HAVE FUN AND GET AWAY FROM THE
CONFLICTSOFEVERYDAY LIFE!


