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2010 SPYC Election/Anuall Meeting Tuesday, February 9th, 7:30 p.m. Pool & Yacht Club
SPYC All-Stars vs. Roller Girls Saturday February 13th at Noon On the General
Board Meeting Monday, February 22nd at 7:00 p.m. SPYC Office
Slip balance due for $50 discount Monday, March 15th SPYC Office
Board Meeting Monday, March 22nd at 7:00 p.m. SPYC Office
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ANCHOR & LINE
The Saint Paul Yacht Club was founded in 1912 as the Saint Paul Motor Boat Club for the purpose of fostering a greater interest in
motor boating and the Mississippi River.  In 1934 the club adopted its present name, S.P.Y.C., and continues more than 90 years of
service to its members and the community.

St.PaulYachtClub
Dedicated to safe and affordable boating through cooperative efforts...

FOUNDED 1912

100 Yacht Club Rd. B-1, St.

Anchor & Line
S.P.Y.C.
100 Yacht Club Road, B1
Saint Paul  MN 55107
651-292-8964

Please submit articles, stories, photos,
etc. to the Editor, S.P.Y.C., 100 Yacht
Club Road B-1 Saint Paul,  MN 55107
E-mail: Office@spyc-mn.org
Web:http://stpaulyachtclub.org

Deadline
Articles must be submitted by the 
25th of the month for publication the
following month. 

Roger Anderson, Editor

SPY C Election
and Annual Meeting 
Tuesday , February 9th at 7:30 p.m.
St. P aul P ool & Y acht Club



 
 

St. Paul Yacht Club 
       2010 Election of Officers and Directors 

 
BALLOT  FOR ELECTION OF  SPYC’s BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Annual Meeting February 9, 2010 at 7:30 p.m. at St. Paul Pool & Yacht Club 

If mailed in , use the enclosed numbered self-addressed envelope to: 
SPYC Election 2010; 100 Yacht Club Rd. B-1, St. Paul, MN 55107 

Your ballot must be in the box for collection no later than 10:00 a.m. February 9, 2010. 
 

You will be voting for ten (10) SPYC Board members comprised of four (4) Officers: 
commodore, vice-commodore, secretary and treasurer and six (6) Directors. 

(The eleventh Board member is the immediate past commodore;  no vote required.) 
 
OFFICERS – Please vote for one (1) person in each below listed office: 
 
COMMODORE: 
 ______ Gordy Mergens 
  
VICE-COMMODORE: 
 ______ Jim Johnson 
 
SECRETARY: 
 ______Dennis Sando 
  
TREASURER: 
 ______Jerry Quaal  
 
  
DIRECTORS:  You must vote for six directors.  If you vote for more than six or less than 
six, your ballot will be NOT be counted.  Check six (6) from the below list: 
 
 
_____ MJ Babcock  _____ Ralph DeLong   _____ Marc Denn  
  
_____ Tom Marrone  _____ Dave McKusick  _____ Mark Mosby 
 
_____ Fran Potvien 
 
 
 

NO WRITE-INS ALLOWED 
  

SPYC club member Dave Nelson has been busy this winter building a 2 bedroom model / boat for his River
Cities Condo project.  These are construction photos of the steel barge and the almost finished rough-in of the

exterior.   He is doing the work in Inver Grove Heights
and will launch the boat in April.  For more info visit his
website: wwwRiverCitiesCondos.com

I recieved the following sad news from Greg & Denise Jorgensen regard-
ing a fixture in the lower harbor:

“Harvey showed up about 8 years ago with a white mate.  The female
was around for only a year or two.  Liz from the Covington Inn made a lit-
tle shelter out of hay, and put a bubbler in to make it comfortable for
Harvey.  The other day Liz found a pile of feathers and blood instead of
Harvey.  The best guess I heard was that a fox found Harvey.” 

From the Management...

Hope everyone is having a good off season. It’s been kind of nasty down at the boat yard with the rain and thaw-freeze
cycles we’ve had. There is ice everywhere so if you come down to check on your boat or stop into the office be very care -
ful, both in your vehicle or on foot. 

Thanks to everyone who helped with the boat show, attendance was down and the show was a little smaller, but I
think we got some good leads. Either way, we’re in good shape with a handful of slips to fill.

Our Auditors were on-site February 1st for our annual audit. They do a thorough job, right down to checking the level
of fuel in the gas tank and the ship store inventory. They go through our files and look at a random sample of over 50
transactions of all types to insure that our records and financial statements reflect what really transpires in our busi -
ness. Once again we were given a positive review and the complete audit should be available after March 15th. We are
a non-profit, and as such our audit is a matter of public record available for review in our office for anyone who is
interested.

Times are hard right now, and in the past year I’ve noted the bankruptcy filings of two Minnesota marinas, Lake
Minnetonka Marina and River Heights on the Mississippi. I don’t know the specific details of each but I wouldn’t be
surprised if out of control recievables contributed. That will not happen here.

Part of the audit process is to look at our past due balances which are sitting at over $43,000 to date, and come up
with an action plan to collect or write off amounts as the case may be. Some of our options are to move for a mechanic’s
lein and take the boat to Sheriff sale; sometimes there is a slip cover we can sell to recoup our debts. Whatever the
situation we have a fiscal responsibilty to take action, and we will.

Roger



Jim Johnson - Nominee for Vice
Commodore

Sharon and I are entering our
11th year of boating at the
SPYC.  We have been married
for 44 years, have 4 children and
12 grandchildren. We own a 40
foot Carver that is slipped at
UH80. I have served on the
finance, by-laws, clubhouse and
marketing committees as well as
serving as a board member for
three years.  I am proud of the
work our board has done over
this period of time.

This board has not raised slip
rates for two years and we have
doubled our payment each year
on the long term debt. The new
clubhouse is in the process of
being built and should be up and
enclosed by the end of 2010.
The lower harbor was dredged in
2008 at no cost to us and we owe
the Commodore and Roger a big
thankyou for that.  The hydrolog-
ic study is done and it shows the
causes of our constant silting.
We  are moving forward on this
issue with the city of St. Paul and
we're hopeful for a positive  res-
olution.  All slips in the marina
are full and we have a short wait-
ing list.

I have been asked to serve as
Vice Commodore this year and I
am honored to do so.  I ask for
your vote in this upcoming elec-
tion.

Peter Kramer
Immediate Past Commodore

Jerry Quaal
Nominee for Treasurer

Dennis Sando
Nominee for Secretary

Gordy Mergens
Nominee for Commodore

Barring any unforeseen event, it looks
like I will be elected the 44th
Commodore of the Saint Paul Yacht
club. I am honored to be selected and
hope I can live up to every member’s
expectation.

The bar has been set high by all the
former Commodores who have guided
the club to where it is today. Most
recently by Peter Kramer who ends his
second round as Commodore with the
club firing on all eight cylinders.
Thank you Peter for another highly
successful set of terms, you’ve done so
much for this club.

We have more work ahead of us. Such
as; keep our harbors open, finish the
clubhouse, update equipment, get
ready for our centennial year, and put
on some of the best events on the
river. 

My challenge to each member of this
club is for you to contribute a few
hours of your time to the club this year
doing whatever your expertise is.   

With that said, let’s go boating.

Happy New Years Fellow Yacht Club  Members!
BRRRR BABY IT'S COLD OUTSIDE!!!

But that doesn't mean we can't have fun at the boat yard. Coming up Feb 13th the St. Paul Yacht
Club Allstars will take on the MINNESOTA ROLLER GIRLS Roller Derby Team in a BOOT
HOCKEY matchup. The fun starts at about noon and will go till????? All down on the
ice in the upper harbor - the General will be warmed up and its a POT LUCK party
and B.YO.B. The Social Club will provide HOT CHOCOLATE  and CHILI it will be
funnn. Everyone is welcome to play so wear the correct gear.

Feb. 9th is the election meeting at the POOL and YACHT CLUB, call ahead if you would
like to eat dinner 651-455-3900 for reservations.

FASHION ALERT !!!!!  This year we are going to try something different. Bring in your own fash-
ion to be embroidered for a nominal charge . That's right, you choose the items you like to wear,
purchase them and bring to the office. We have made arrangements with our suppler to embroi-
der your item. Please note that not all fabrics will work out but I'm sure most will, please leave
the tags on the garment for info. Also, items must be NEW. The deadline for our 1st batch will
be the beginning of May, and will take approximately 2 weeks so you'll be stylin’ right out of the gate for the new season of
boating.

Volunteers are needed to help with the social committee, if you want to help contact me at thomasmarrone@msn.com, or
my cell #651-356-2182. After the election we will set a date for the first meeting of the year, this will be an important one as
we will be planning the events calendar for the year. If you would like to host an event or party the Social Club may be able
to help you with it. Just call me and we'll do our best to make your event a fun adventure!!

Looking forward to a great year of fun and lots of surprises so plan on attending the events this coming year. Remember you
are paying for them so please attend . Commodores Ball will be on May 8th on the Johnatan Paddelford. Invitations will be
out soon with all info you need to make plans.

Hey !! We'll see you on the Frozen River !!!!!

TOM MARRONE 



Marc Denn
Nominee for board

I look forward to contributing in a
positive manner to the SPYC, to
enhance the boating experience for
seasoned veterans as well as new
members, and to make sure that we
all may have a safe and fun experi-
ence enjoying our common interests
and love of the water.

MJ Babcock
Nominee for board

Hi, my name is Mary (MJ) Jean
Babcock and I am part of the live-
a-board community here at the
SPYC. In the past I have served as
Secretary and Vice Commodore and
this year I am running for one of
the at large positions. In addition to
many Board accomplishments this
year, the one I have been working
on is the Strategic Plan.  

I am pleased to say we have a gen-
eral plan in place, now all we need
to complete are the workplan
specifics.   I would like to serve on
the Board to continue this process
and with the rest of the Board
members put a workplan in place
that would become a working docu-
ment for future planning.  Thank
you for the priviledge of serving on
the Board in the past.  I would
greatly appreciate your vote to con-
tinue.  MJ

Ralph DeLong
Nominee for board

I have been a member of SPYC since 1978.
There is a soft spot in my heart for wooden
boats (no pun intended); however, my cur-
rent boat (Dry Martini) is fiberglass with just
a touch of teak.  Professionally, I am a pro-
fessor at the University of Minnesota School
of Dentistry.  The majority of my profession-
al time is spent managing a department, a
research center, and strategic planning and
quality improvement committees.  

These efforts require strong management
skills, fiscal responsibility, and interaction
with state governing boards; skills that I
would bring to the club.  This past three
years the board has work hard to improve the
financial standing of the club, and significant
progress has been made.  Much still remains
to be done such as finishing the clubhouse
within budget and planning for dredging and
heavy equipment replacement.  If elected, I
will do my best to represent the membership
of the club and maintain open communica-
tion between the board and the membership.  

Fran Potvien
Nominee for board

My wife Jen and I are going on our third year
in the upper harbor. I grew up in Duluth and
most of my boating since 1974 has been on
Lake Superior. We started boating on the river
seven years ago and we both love it. 

I was asked if Iwould be interested in serving on the board, and Iwould be honored
if elected. I would work to keep our rates low, complete our clubhouse, and keep the
club finacially sound. 

Fran

Thomas Marrone
Nominee for board

We have seen much growth in the
last few years here on Harriet
Island, our docks are great and
modern, new club house is being
built, wifi installed and working,
and a full marina which has helped
kept our fees the lowest in the
area. I am running for the board
again this year to help keep our
club headed in the right direction.
As acting social director I will

continue to bring you fun filled events and opportunities to meet
and mingle with same minded people (with the efforts of the
volunteers of course). I will continue to bring a fresh look at
what we have and keep the accountability in check. We are
approaching our 100 year centennial, a very special event for us
and the City,  let’s keep up the pace.

The direction of the board is shaped by the involvement of all
members in the voting process. I have been  proud to represent
you in the past 2 years and would like to continue for another
term so please take the time to attend the meeting and vote for
me as a member at large. Please feel free to contact me with any
concern, questions or issues.

Yours Humbly,

Thomas 

Dave McKusick
Nominee for board

My name is Dave
McKusick and I am
running for a third
year as board mem-
ber. Many of you
know me as Ruby's
husband, the captain
of the Black Ruby on
the Miller dock.
Some of you are new
to our yacht club and
I may have not had
the pleasure of meet-
ing you.

My main objectives as board member have always been
and will continue to be simple. I want to socialize with
you, the club members, listen to your ideas and con-
cerns, and represent those in a positive and pro-active
manner to the rest of the board and with yacht club man-
agement.

I am currently the Clubhouse Committee Chair, and I am
committed to bringing the vision of our new clubhouse
to fruition with the help of the committee members and
yacht club staff. We have a great team, and I am confi-
dent that 2010 will see our new clubhouse building
floating on its platform in the upper harbor ready for
phase 2 and 3 to commence in 2011.

I would be honored to represent the club for another
year, and get to know all of our new members and con-
tinue strong relationships with current friends. Let's all
have another prosperous, progressive, and above all, fun
year in our little paradise we call the St. Paul Yacht
Club! 

Sincerely,

Dave McKusick

Mark Mosby
Nominee for board


