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ANCHOR & LINE
The Saint Paul Yacht Club was founded in 1912 as the Saint Paul Motor Boat Club for the purpose of fostering a greater interest in
motor boating and the Mississippi River.  In 1934 the club adopted its present name, S.P.Y.C., and continues more than 90 years of
service to its members and the community.

St.PaulYachtClub
Dedicated to safe and affordable boating through cooperative efforts...

FOUNDED 1912

100 Yacht Club Rd. B-1, St. Paul, MN 55107

Anchor & Line
S.P.Y.C.
100 Yacht Club Road, B1
Saint Paul  MN 55107
651-292-8964

Please submit articles, stories, photos,
etc. to the Editor, S.P.Y.C., 100 Yacht
Club Road B-1 Saint Paul,  MN 55107
E-mail: Office@spyc-mn.org
Web:http://stpaulyachtclub.org

Deadline
Articles must be submitted by the 
25th of the month for publication the
following month. 

Roger Anderson, Editor



From the Management...
As I was starting this issue of the Anchor & Line I updated
the volume and issue information that appears just below the
masthead on the front cover as I always do. When I first
came to the Marina I got involved with publishing the Anchor
& Line (primarily because I had the required desktop publish-
ing skills - not because I’m a literary genius) and when I took
over editing and publishing, I decided to reset the volume
number to 1, not knowing that this was really improper use
at the time. The volume number should really reflect some-
thing like a year or a significant series, so it probably should
be in the range of 100 or so. 

Be that as it may, at volume 13 that means this is the last
edition of my 13th year. That makes a lot of sense because I
came into the marina on the Miller dock with my 24’ Sea Ray
in 1997 and got involved volunteering -including the Anchor
& Line - the next year. I was hired by the club in 2001, mak-
ing it a 10 year anniversary for that as well. 

During that time I’ve seen a lot of improvements, upgrades,
and just plain changes in the way we’ve operated and how
our facilities look. When I came in ‘97 the club had just com-
pleted a series of huge changes including moving the boat
yard and related operations from the lower harbor to the
present location; negotiation of a new lease; building the
boat well and acquiring the travel lift, re-engineering the gas
dock, etc. 

I’ve also seen our share of challenges including four floods
of over 17’ rise; sweeping changes in our management
structure; constant battles with dredging and funding to men-
tion a few. As we are just weeks away from our 100th
anniversary year, I believe we are poised at another water-
shed moment in the club’s development. 

A couple of months into next year we will be bringing our
new clubhouse on line, the culmination of over a decade of
saving, debate, planing, dreaming, and above all persever-
ing until a result is achieved. Just as the General changed
the personality of the marina when it appeared in 1968, so
our new clubhouse will have a similar - if not much greater-
impact. There are many who were involved with the process
that became convinced it would never happen. 

I believe this is the year that we really confront our silt prob-
lems in the harbors as well. This may very well bring
changes in how our marina is structured. But like all the
other challenges we WILL overcome this too. Let me assure
you:

1. This issue is on my mind and the board EVERY DAY.
There is not a day that goes by without some sort of effort,
communication, or research.

2. This club and marina WILL survive and THRIVE. We’re
NOT going anywhere.

3. We will make every effort to PRESERVE OUR CAPACITY
AND SLIP COUNT. 

4. We will make choices that are SUSTAINABLE long term. 

5. We will make every endeavor to minimize reliance on
CITY, STATE, or FEDERAL funding for our future well being.

6. We will NOT ADD to our long term debt.

When one considers that the club has survived through two
world wars and the Great Depression, and has spanned the
time from horse transportation to space travel, our present
hurdles seem managable. 

Roger

- Commodore’ s Repor t -
As I reflect back on the past boating season and 2011,
one thing jumps out at me. The way a member or a
group of members is always there to handle what ever
the club is facing that day, day after day. 

There always seems to be someone who has the time or
the resources or the know how to tackle the issue, what-
ever it maybe. Simple to extreme, there is someone
who does not assume the next person will take care of
it and just does it. This is why this club has been
around for 100 years and will continue to exist.

I’d like everyone to take a moment to review their con-
tributions to the club this past year and accept my/our
thanks for everything you have done to make this club
what it is today. Thank you all!

Now sit back for awhile and enjoy the holidays with
family and friends. I wish you all a very pleasant and
safe Christmas and New Year. See you in 2012 for our
100th anniversary.

Gordy

GREETINGS AND SALUTATIONS TO EVERYONE FOR THE HOLIDAYS!

This last Thanksgiving Weekend I had the pleasure of being treated
to a trip on the west coast to visit a friend. Redondo Beach is a ocean
side suburb of L.A. south of Malibu and north of Long Beach. The weath-
er was sunny and 60's to 70's. I stayed oceanside just a short 5 minute
walkup the beach to the Redondo Beach Pier. The pier was a great col-
lection of seafood restaurants, bars, several marinas, and shops and was
very active with the local fishermen casting off the pier. A very exciting
entertainment center on the ocean! 

As a boater I was drawn to explore the marina's of Kings Harbor and
view the many different boat and ships moored there. Lots of fishing
trawlers, sailboats and cruisers of all sizes big to small, there were a lot
of surfers and paddle surfers too. Interesting to see the tides change, and
I brought along my trusty Farmer Almanac to try to predict them( not that
easy)

I had the pleasure of being there to view
the majestic Lady Washington Tall Ship!!!
The original Lady Washington was the first American ship to land on the
west coast in 1788. The ship moored at Redondo Beach was launched
nearly two centuries later as part of the Washington State centennial cel-
ebration. The original Lady Washington began opening the trade routes
to Hawaii, Hong Kong and Japan at the beginning of the Industrial
Revolution, this was a very accurate recreation and used for educational
purposes teaching seamanship and navigation with some oceanography
as well. 

To be out to sea on a ship like that must have been a challenge even
at 122 feet the decks were cluttered with rigging and looked small.
Unfortunately I was not able to board her, tours and rides were sold out
hours in advance but I did get to see her up close and enjoy a piece of
history. I spent well over a half hour watching the crowds who all seamed
in awe of this marvel. Imagining how it would feel to back in time and
piloting this Tall Ship. Listening to the surf crash against the Pier. I then
went to the larger part of King Harbor to see the marinas which moored

well over 2500 boats in a protected harborwhat a sight!

Walking back just before dusk I was drawn to the sounds of a live Reggae beat and the bubbly
sounds of people having fun I went in to a local place and purchased a "GROG" and watched the sun
set behind the masts of The Lady Washington from the boardwalk. The
saloon was rocking out to reggae everyone dancing and having a great
time.

All I could say was AARRGGG!! 

Tom Marrone
The SPYC will be at the 2012 boat
show January 19 - 22! Call 651-292-
8964 to volunteer for booth duty!



St. Paul Yacht Club Board Meeting 10/24/11 
 

Board Members present: 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Roger Anderson: Present. Guests Present: None. Meeting called to order at 6:59 
 
The September meeting minutes were accepted. 
 
Staff report – Roger reported about the boat pulling. Rick is supervising most days, but his activity is 
limited because of his knee. No word yet on worker’s comp claim. There are 24 boats left to pull. Then 
staff will winterize the docks and move the gas dock in. We are building ramps, one for gate “G”. Our 
capital budget will be somewhat lower over the winter due to Rick’s knee keeping him away from helping 
much. The DNR grant for the pumpout systems is in hand, we will not take action until this spring. The 
new gate lock is working well. 
 
Finance – per report, our accounts receivable will be quite high, perhaps $50,000 at year’s end. There was 
a discussion regarding the SPYC Auxiliary funds. No action at this time. The committee will present a 
budget at the next meeting. As a reminder, we need to start preparing for a $200,000 balloon payment in 
2016. 
 
Operations – Roger covered our report in the staff report. 
 
Social – Halloween party on one of the Padelford boats moored at the gas dock. The James Boys will be 
playing. There will be a cash bar, costume contest, and door prizes. This will be a potluck, with burgers 
cooked on-shore. The holiday party will be scaled back from last year, probably a menu dinner. We will 
participate in the Winter Carnival again this year. Tom will be painting the float boat (still, no one seems 
to get the pun). Tom still needs help on the Centennial Committee for planning the festivities for next 
year.  Tom was tasked with presenting a written plan at the next meeting. 
 
Clubhouse – the electrical roughin is almost complete. We should have the framing inspection some time 
this week. The HVAC contractor had a stroke and is unable to perform the work. We found another 
company that will perform the work for the same price. The plumber is still working on the proposal, 
probably will have something next week. Our new target completion date is March 1.  
 
Membership – Earl Ward, Patty Kaiser were approved. Glenn and Becky Martin were approved pending a 
successful safety exam. 
 
Technology – there is a Facebook link to and from the SPYC website. 
 
The Commodore called for an Executive Session at 8:25 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:42. Respectfully submitted; Dennis Sando, Secretary 
 

Commodore Vice 
Comm 

Secretary Treasurer Board Board Board Board Board Board Past 
Comm 

Gordy Jim Dennis Jerry Bob Tom Marc Fran Ralph Pat Peter 
Mergens Johnson Sando Quaal Hill Marrone Denn Potvien DeLong Boulay Kramer 
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x x x x x x x  x x x 

Greetings Fellow Yacht Club  Members!
IT'S HERE IT'S HERE!! THE SNOW IS HERE! HOPE YOU ALL GOT YOUR BOAT SAFELY TUCKED AWAY

AND ARE READY FOR THE HOLIDAYS! WE HAVE SOME GREAT STOCKING STUFFER IDEAS FOR YOU IN
THE OFFICE RIGHT NOW TO GET YOUR FAVORITE 1ST MATE AND THE REST OF THE CREW IN THE
"BOATING" MOOD!

FLEECE STOCKING CAPS $18.00
T-SHIRTS WOMEN'S AND MEN'S SIZES ONLY $10.00

S.P.Y.C. BEACH TOWELS $20.00
WOMEN'S DENIM SHIRTS $25.00

CAN KOOZIES $2.00
AND A FEW MORE CLOSEOUTS (PULLOVER WINDBREAKERS ,FLEECE VEST, SHORTS ,CAPS)

THE WINTER CARNIVAL WILL BE THE KICK
OFF FOR THE CENTENNIAL CELEBRATIONS
OF 2012! WE'LL HAVE THE PARADE BOAT THE
"WAYVE" IN BOTH THE GRAND DAY (JAN.28TH)
AND THE TORCH LIGHT (FEB.4TH) PARADES.
LAST YEAR IT WAS A BLAST! SO GET TO ME
SOON IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE IN EITHER
ONE. THE GRAND DAY IS FOR THE KIDS, THE
TORCHLIGHT FOR THE "BIG KIDS". WE'LL
NEED WALKERS TO PASS OUT CANDY AND
HELP WITH THE "SECURITY" PATHS FOR THE
"WAYVE" ,SAFETY FIRST YOU KNOW!! 

AFTER THAT DEPENDING ON THE WEATHER
WE'LL HAVE OUR ANNUAL "BOOT HOCKEY"
DAY ON THE  UPPER HARBOR ICE. IT IS AS
MUCH FUN TO WATCH AS IT IS TO PLAY! STILL
NEED VOLUNTEERS FOR THE UPCOMING CENTENNIAL YEAR, SEE BELOW FOR CONTACT INFO.

HOLIDAY PARTY IS DEC. 11TH AT DeGIDIO'S ON WEST 7TH ST. SEE YA THERE.

Thomas Marrone
651-488-3035 home
651-356-2182 cell
thomasmarrone@msn.com

Robert Draine will be celebrating his 80th birth-
day December 19th. Please remember him and
his milestone birthday by sending a card to him
at 7956 Bowman, Inver Grove Heights, 55076 in
care of Susan Skoog.



My Favorite Pictures 2011


