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December Calendar

Board Meeting December 17th at 7:00 p.m. SPYC Office
SPYC Holiday Party Saturday, December 22nd at 6:00 p.m. Pool & Yacht Club
2008 Summer slip bills mailed Week of December 24th SPYC Office
General (Nominating) Meeting Tuesday, January 8th, 7:30 p.m. To be determined
$300 Slip deposits due January 15th SPYC Office
Board Meeting January 28th at 7:00 p.m. SPYC Office

Impor tant Upcoming Dates:

February 1st, 2008 - $90 club membership dues must be paid to vote.
March 15th, 2008 - Balance of slip fee due in full to receive $50 early pay discount.
April 15th, 2008 - Balance of slip fees due with no discount.
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ANCHOR & LINE
The Saint Paul Yacht Club was founded in 1912 as the Saint Paul Motor Boat Club for the purpose of fostering a greater interest in
motor boating and the Mississippi River.  In 1934 the club adopted its present name, S.P.Y.C., and continues more than 90 years of
service to its members and the community.

St.PaulYachtClub
Dedicated to safe and affordable boating through cooperative efforts...

FOUNDED 1912

100 Yacht Club Rd. B-1, St. Paul, MN 55107

Note: Please be 
sure to read the

Commodore’s Report
inside!



The SPYC Board of Directors has just completed an almost year-long comprehensive review of our
management and operational structure.  The principle objective of this effort is to streamline manage-
ment and reduce operating costs. 

To this end, we have decided to eliminate the position of Marina Operations Manager and the position
of Office Manager effective, November 30, 2007.  These two jobs will be combined into one new posi-
tion of SPYC Business Manager responsible for overall management of our operations.  The SPYC
Business Manager will be responsible for hiring and supervision of all other yacht club staff, and will
answer directly to the SPYC Board.  We will advertise for this new position immediately and hope to
have this new person aboard by February 1, 2008. 

In the meanwhile Rick Kappelhoff will remain on staff full-time to handle on-going maintenance, under
the direction of Gordy Mergens and the operations group.  Roger Anderson has agreed to stay on tem-
porarily to continue his management of our office functions and to assist in completing our annual audit.
The SPYC office will be open regular hours through the winter.  I have asked Dirk Kramer and Emily
Tepe to act as ad-hoc Live-aboard Chairs for this winter season.  They will help to communicate impor-
tant winter season issues to all live-aboards and will be the main contact persons in the Lower Harbor.
Live-aboards should address their issues to Dirk or Emily.

With this new management system in place SPYC members can expect some of the following changes:

1. Improved communications  and services to members;

2. An aggressive marketing effort with the objective of filling our slips;

3. Management that makes the best use of all our resources;

4. A reorganized work week to provide staff coverage on weekends during the boating season;

5. Increased involvement of members in club activities, such as membership, social, and the 
newsletter (volunteer?).

6. An emphasis on environmental sustainability in the marina;

Because of this change in organizational structure, the jobs of Pat Michaud and Roger Anderson have
been eliminated.  It must be stated that this change is not based on their performance or other job-relat-
ed issues, but rather is necessitated by a need to reduce costs, deal with our long-term debt, and pre-
pare for future contingencies.  We have indicated to both Pat and Roger that they may apply for this
new position. The SPYC Board expresses our sincere thanks to Roger and Pat for their years of hard
work and dedication while employed at the SPYC and wish them the best in the future. 

Peter Kramer

Commodore, SPYC

- Commodore’ s Repor t - -------BIG THANK YOU------

To my team who helped me raise
money for our coffee station for
the club house thru the Herbergers
Community Days selling the
coupon books.

Oct 20th Helen Edberg
Duane Edberg
Lynn Fermstad
Myself

Worked 2 hours and sold 15 books.

Nov 9th Wayve Becher
Helen Edberg
Marilyn McGowan
Myself

Worked 2 hours and sold 44 books.
Also I want to thank all the mem-
bers who helped by buying the
coupon books at out Sept General
Meeting

Our new Coffee Station will be on
the General this Spring for all to
enjoy.

HERBERGER'S  WANTS US
BACK AGAIN IN THE SPRING
FOR COMMUNITY DAYS .
Call  me if you would like to help.

ALSO,

July 26th 2008 is the date of
the summer Sail-away. Last
year’s got off the track some-
how, let’ s get this event back
together in a big way! We cur-
rently have 20 rooms and 30
slips reserved.

HAPPYHOLIDAYS!
WANDA PICHELMAN
651-773-5881

Rich’s 
Partytown

SPYC Live aboard Tom Asp
sends is news that he has
been nominated for induc-
tion into the Minnesota Blues
Hall of Fame for 2008, under
the category of non-perform-
ing blues supporter.
Excerpted below is Tom’s
nomination from the 2008
ballot (see www.gtcbms.org).

“Asp, Tom (Photography):
Tom been supporting Blues
artists and music through
photography in Minnesota
for over 20 years and was
the first and principle pho-
tographer for the Twin Cities
Blues News. Tom’s work has
been published in Blue
Monday Monthly, MN
Monthly, City Pages, local
newspapers, Blues Review,
Rolling Stone, Guitar Player
and other publications. 

Tom’s work has been fea-
tured in exhibits at the Blues
Saloon, Narrows North,
Sativa Blues, The Blues,
Muddy Waters, Black and
White, Doc Powells and oth-
ers as well as on numerous
cover and liner CD photos.”

Boy, winter is barely here and I’m
already chilled to the bone. Living on
a boat in the winter is pretty cool, but
it’s also pretty COLD sometimes too. I
don’t know about you but I’m thinking
about going somewhere WARM later
this winter...

I guess I don’t have a lot to say other
than send in your RSVP to the
Holiday Party now if you haven’t done
so already, we’re getting close.

SPYC Holiday Party
at the Pool & Yacht Club December

22nd. 
Cockt ails & Piano bar 

from 5:30 p.m.  New Orleans
themed buffet dinner at 7:00 p.m.

Richie



- U69 Scuttlebutt - 
The snow and the temps have fallen. Looks like a white Christmas this year. Have a great holiday season and be
ready to hit it in 2008. See you all at the Christmas party and happy holidays. 

Pay your bill – we currently have about 35,000 in past due accounts. Coincidently we also need 35,000 to pay our
bills. If you owe the club any amount please pay it promptly so we don’t need to borrow the money and pay the
interest. We are not a bank, we are a business!  Thank you for your full cooperation on this issue. 

Dredging – The schematic is done and will be discussed with the city soon. Then we can address preventative
steps to reduce the amount and frequency that we dredge. 

Managing of the marina – The board is in the process of making a management change. There will be one manag-
er that will over see both the office and yard functions. This should be more efficient and cost effective. More on
this as it develops.  

Vessel Safety Checks – This is not an issue to ignore. If you have had your vessel checked, please get the report
into the office to be recorded. If you have not had a check performed on you boat, you need to do it this year
(2007). This is now a standing rule that operations is enforcing. The club is requiring that each boat have a current
survey, or a safety inspection performed by either the coastguard auxiliary (free) or staff (charge) and proof that
the boat meets minimum requirements of Fire Extinguishers, Ventilation, Backfire Flame Control (if applicable),
Marine Sanitation Devises (No discharge of untreated waste possible), Overall Vessel condition: Clean bilge, elec-
trical system, fuel system, No automotive parts. Please get these in to the office if you have not done so yet. By
now all boats should have had an initial check. Every boat needs to get this done NOW! 

With that said…Lets go boating!
Gordy Mergens 

the His tor y My ster y of t he Mont h is...
The 1:30 Club?

The History Committee needs your help!

Does any one remember the "1:30 Club" of
retirees that used to meet on "Diesel Pete's"
boat, the "Rx," on summer afternoons and on
the General during the winter months?
Who were the regulars? Were you there? What

went on? What stories were told?

If you have any information for us, please contact Penny Miller by e-mail at pensmiles@aol.com OR by
snail mail at 227 Prescott St., St. Paul, MN 55107. Thanks!

St. Paul Yacht Club Board Meeting 10/29/07

Board Members present: Commodore Peter Kramer, Vice Commodore Jim McGowan, Secretary
Dennis Sando, Treasurer Jerry Quaal, Ralph DeLong,  Bob Draine, Gordy Mergens, Mark Mosby, Ricj
Wright, Lee Pfeilsticker.

Guests Present: Mary Pfeilsticker

Call to order at 7:03
No open forum

Executive session was held before regular meeting. Mary reported on management committee recom-
mendations. The recommendations were accepted.
Executive session ended at 8:31.

Regular meeting started. The minutes were accepted as printed.

Finance - Jerry reported that the accounts payable questions from the last meeting were correct. The
financial report was accepted as presented. 

Operations - Gordy presented a recommendation regarding worn or damaged slip covers. The recom-
mendation was accepted as written.
We have contracted with EOR for a preliminary schematic examination of the silting problem.
We had a discussion about the "General" repairs, primarily the HVAC system. If the costs for these
repairs come out of the Social fund, they will affect the overall P&L results. If they are taken from the
clubhouse fund, there would be no affect on the P&L results.
Almost all the boats are out of the water, and the gas dock will be brought in next week.
Other items per the operations report were discussed.

Membership - Jim presented an application from Lynn Gunderson. The application was accepted.

A motion was made, seconded, and passed to eliminate the November general membership meeting. 

Green Marina - Ralph reported no new information.

Social - Rich reported that the holiday party will be at the Pool an Yacht Club on Dec. 22.
Everyone had a good time at the Halloween party.

2008 budget - a motion was made, seconded, and passed to increase fees 3%. Any excess from the
increase will go to reduce the long-term debt.

Lee won't be at the next meeting. The nominating committee needs to come up with a slate of candi-
dates for the board.

Meeting adjourned at 9:35.

Respectfully submitted,  Dennis Sando, Secretary.



CALLIST O - FROM HOPPIES TO GRAND HARBOR
By Jim Johnson - UH80

We left Hoppies Marina on Oct. 19th and headed for Cape Girardeau.  By nightfall we were still 10
miles away from our destination.  We decided to anchor-out just downstream from a large wingdam at
mile 65.2.  The current was so strong that the props kept turning even though the engines were off.  I
didn't like the noise they were creating so I put vicegrips on one of the flange nuts on each shaft.
That kept them quiet but that wasn't the only noise we were going to hear that night.  A storm the pre-
vious night had dislodged quite a few branches and logs.  All through the night we could hear them
hitting our anchor chain and hull.  We didn't get much sleep that night.

We left early the next morning and headed for Cairo, IL and the beginning of our trip up the Ohio
River.  Quite a thrill arriving at mile "0" on the upper Mississippi and turning east.  This is mile 981 on
the Ohio.  We had been cruising about 12 mph coming down the Mississippi but as we turned up the
Ohio our speed diminished to 8 mph.  The harbor at Cairo is very large and it was a busy time of the
day when we arrived.  We stayed out of the way as best we could and the tow captains were more
friendly than we anticipated.  As we cruised upriver we passed the construction site for the new
Olmsted Lock & Dam at mile 964.5.  This will be completed in 2010 and will replace lock 52 and 53.
After passing Olmsted we cruised directly over lock 53 at mile 962.6.  It is now out of commission
and is being dismantled.  At lock 52 there was a problem with one of the chambers.  We were told it
would be a 3 hour wait.  We moved over to the left descending bank, dropped anchor and spent the
night.  A very nice anchorage indeed.

We locked through early the next morning and cruised past Paducah, IL and the mouth of the
Tennessee River.  We continued upriver to the mouth of the Cumberland River at Ohio mile 922.8.
This was mile "0" for the Cumberland.  Because the Kentucky Lock & Dam was shut-down, all traffic
was being diverted up the Cumberland.  We passed quite a few tows coming up to Barkley Lock &
Dam at Cumberland mile 30.6.  The Barkley Lock has a 57 foot lift.  We only had a one hour wait and
as we came out of the lock Green Turtle Bay Marina was on our starboard side just one mile upriver.
We spent nine days at this marina before deciding to continue up the
Cumberland to Nashville.

The Cumberland is a very beautiful river.  It meanders and winds around
quite a bit and the depths range from 40 to 60 feet most of the time.  We
left Green Turtle on Oct. 31st and spent our first night at Clarkville, TN.
There is a new municipal dock with 30/50 amp electric but no water and
no attendant.  There is no charge for overnight parking but you need to
call and make a reservation.  We lounged around the next morning and
left for Nashville around 10:00 am.  We stayed at another municipal
dock in Nashville.  Still no attendant and a $35.00 per night charge and
$9.00 per night for electric.  They do have water there. 

When you leave the dock and walk up the hill you are in downtown
Nashville.  The main street through downtown is Broadway and it starts
right there by the dock.  Across the river is LP Field where the
Tennessee Titans play their games.  There is a walking bridge which
crosses the river from the downtown side to the LP Field.  

We did the tourist thing during our stay.  The Country Music Hall of Fame, Earnest Tubbs Record
Shop, Printers Alley, The Grand Ole Opry, etc.  A friend of mine plays pedal steel guitar for Vince Gill.

He got some backstage passes for us for the Opry.  We stayed for 2 shows.  Headliners that night
were: Vince Gill, Jim Ed Brown, Patti Loveless, The Whites, Sawyer Brown and Riders in the Sky.
The shows were
held downtown
at the Ryman
Auditorium.  This
is the old Opry
location.  The
new location was
being set up for
the Christmas
show with the
Rocketts from
New York.  We
spent 5 days in
Nashville before
leaving for
Green Turtle
Bay.

Our next desti-
nation was
Grand Harbor
Marina which is
located at the
mouth of the
Tenn-Tom water-
way.  We left
Green Turtle Nov. 10th.  There is a channel between the Cumberland and Tennessee Rivers about 1
mile long.  After coming through the channel you are in Kentucky Lake/Tennessee River.  This is mile

25 on the Tennessee.  We anchored out the first night at mile 74.  It was
calm when we set our anchor but during the night the wind and waves
increased and we drug our anchor about 200 feet.  We left early and spent
the next two days at Perryville Marina.  The next day we made it about 25
miles before we decided to pull in to Clifton Marina.  An impending storm
drove us to this decision.  As we tied up, the heavens opened up and the
rain and lightning began in earnest.   We spent 2 days at Clifton before
proceeding on to Grand Harbor.

We are at Grand Harbor now and will be leaving on Thanksgiving Day for
Columbus, MS.  We will leave the boat there and fly home on Dec. 19th.
We hope to see you at the Christmas Party.  On  Jan. 1st we will fly back
to Columbus and continue on to the Gulf and our visit with Ron and Barb
Hilson at Pensacola.  Happy New Year to everyone we don't see at the
party.

Jim & Sharon


