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January Calendar

Board Meeting Monday, December 18th at 7:00 p.m. SPYC Office
Summer Slip Invoices Sent Friday, December 29th (week of) SPYC Office
General Meeting Tuesday, January 9th at 7:30 p.m. Pool & Yacht Club
SPYC Holiday Party Saturday, January 13th Great Waters Brewing
Summer Slip deposits due Monday, January 15th SPYC Office
Board Meeting Monday, January 22nd at 7:00 p.m. SPYC Office
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ANCHOR & LINE
The Saint Paul Yacht Club was founded in 1912 as the Saint Paul Motor Boat Club for the purpose of fostering a greater interest in
motor boating and the Mississippi River.  In 1934 the club adopted its present name, S.P.Y.C., and continues more than 90 years of
service to its members and the community.

St.PaulYachtClub
Dedicated to safe and affordable boating through cooperative efforts...

FOUNDED 1912

100 Yacht Club Rd. B-1, St. Paul, MN 55107

MerryChristmas!MerryChristmas!



- Commodore’ s Repor t -
Hello, fellow boaters!

This is the time of the year that the Board of Directors,
working with information from the marina management staff
and the Finance Committee, examines the past year’s finan-
cial results and prepares the budget for the upcoming fiscal
year.  Our fiscal year runs from January 1 to December 31. 

Over the years the SPYC has on occasion been very patient
with boaters who didn’t pay their invoices on time.
Circumstances varied and the Club carried some past due
balances longer than ideal.  This has been costly for the Club
in several ways.  Not only has it sometimes caused us to use
short term debt funds to pay operating expenses, but we also
have lost summer slip rental income because we held a slip
for someone who was ‘going to pay’us and never followed
through.  By the time we terminated the relationship with the
potential boater, it was too late to rent the slip for the season
and we lost income.

During the past two years in particular the Board has paid
close attention to making sure boaters pay their invoices in a
timely fashion or work out a payment plan with the office.
This has proven to be pretty effective overall.  However, at
the November 27 Board meeting we received information
that 33 boaters are 30 days late on paying their bill, 31
boaters  were 60 days late and another 14 are over 90 days
late.  This amounts to almost $30,000 past due income for
the Club.  Payments are due on the date listed on the
invoice.  Some of these late-paying boaters are temporarily
losing membership benefits and slip rights.  The situation
could become permanent if accounts are not paid and kept
up-to-date.  Remember, we are a non-profit organization and
income shortfalls have to be made up directly out of operat-
ing funds which may then eventually result in increased rates
to the rest of the Club’s boaters in order to meet our finan-
cial obligations.  That isn’t fair.

Please note:  If a boater has an unusual situation and can’t
pay a SPYC bill on time, the boater must contact the office
(Roger) in advance of the due date and make arrangements
for an approved payment plan.  Failure to do so means the
boater is voluntarily breaking/terminating their lease agree-
ment with the Club.  For example, if an invoice for a sum-
mer 2007 slip isn’t paid on time, whether the boater has been
here for years or is new to the marina, we will rent the slip
to someone who does pay on time.  Please don’t put yourself
in this difficult situation.

Speaking of finances, at the November 27 Board of
Directors’meeting the Board approved a 5% increase in fees
for the coming year.  Given our expenses this is a modest
increase and is less than the 8% increase recommended by

the Finance Committee.   

I have asked past Commodore and present Board member
Peter Kramer to chair a new committee working with the
City of St. Paul on preparing an updated Master Plan for the
SPYC as part of the City’s updating of plans for Harriet
Island.  Peter is especially well qualified to take on this
important task because of his experience with the Club and
his personal and professional skills.  Included in this effort
will be a review of our needs for a clubhouse and other
physical amenities.  Both the Clubhouse and Operations
committees will work with Peter on this project.

Thanks to all those who prepared and served the special
Thanksgiving dinner on November 18 on the General.  It
was great.  I was happy to see so many boaters were able to
join us for the evening.  Thanks for all the delicious food
and great conversation.

Congratulations to Dave Engfer who was recently elected to
the WSCO (West Side Citizens Organization) Board of
Directors, and to Gjerry Berquist who was elected as an
alternate to the WSCO Board.

At our January general membership meeting please be pre-
pared for two important items of discussion: (1) a recom-
mendation from the Board that Board service term limits be
eliminated from the By-laws, allowing and trusting the good
judgment of members to vote for or against an incumbent
candidate based on the quality of their past service, and (2) a
request for nominations from the floor for Board members
for the upcoming Board service year (late February, 2007-
early February, 2008).   Remember, in order for a person to
be nominated for a seat on the Board, the person must be a
member for at least one year, be in ‘good standing’with the
Club, and the person must be in attendance at the January
meeting to personally agree to being nominated.  Service on
the Board is an important way of contributing to the Club
and it’s a great learning experience.  I encourage you to con-
sider serving the Club in this way in the future.

Friendly Reminders:   (1) Close the gate when you leave the
boat yard, even if there are others still in the yard.  We need
to keep up the security.  (2) There is no December general
membership meeting.  (3) The December meeting of the
Board of Directors will be held on Monday, December 18
(not December 25!).

I look forward to seeing you at our upcoming holiday events.
Take care and travel safely.

Happy Holidays!  Lee
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BIG THANK-YOU TO ALL WHO CAME TO OUR 
TURKEY DINNER ON THE “ GENERAL”  The side dishes 
you brought make this a delouse meal for all to enjoy. My thanks to 
the chiefs Joanne Enos, Jean Brown, Duane Edberg (who stayed home 

from Deer hunting to help us)  for preparing the delouse turkey. Thank you 
Helen Edberg, Judith Gehrke, Lloyd Enos, Bill Brown, Lyle and my 
daughter Denise Zang and all of you who helped us set up and 
clean up to make this dinner a great success (we served 74 
dinners)  I HOPE TO MAKE THIS AN ANNUAL EVENT. 
 
Howard Dahlgren had a short stay at the hospital this month. He’s 
doing fine and back working with the (SPYC BOARD) 
 

SOCIAL EVENTS FOR JAN AND MAY ARE : 
 

 “ LET HAVE SOME FUN” and FORGET THE WINTER 
BLUES” . “ WE ARE HAVING A “ BEACH PARTY”  
January 13th :  (GREAT WATER BREWING co) 
                         426 St Peter St. (downtown)      

                                     St. Paul                      
Invitations will be sent and we will need Rsvp and menu choices. 
Contest for best and worst dressed (can be casual or fancy your 
choice.) 
May 19th :  COMMODORES BALL (SPYC 95TH ANNIVERSARY) 
                      (UNIVERSITY CLUB DOWNTOWN PENTHOUSE)  
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1985 Bayliner2450 24’
V8 power, Volvo I/O. Decent shape, seized by SPYC for back slip fees. Slip avail-

able for 2007 season.  $5,000  Call 651-292-8964

Carver Santego Model 3067  LOA35’
T/260hp Merc I/Os, Low Hours, New Batteries, Air/Heat, Generator, Stereo
and Marine Radio. Halogen System. Sleeps Five, Full Galley w/Microwave,
Large Head w/shower, Slide-out Bar. Radar Arch & Full Bridge Enclosure
(like new) plus Custom Canvas on Lower Deck. Very Clean & Fast (40mph).
$39,500 - Contact Bill “W oody” Woodruff 651-336-8657
wewoodruff@comcast.net 

1999 Monterey 276 Cruiser
Price: $ 41,500 Includes 2-Axle Custom Trailer Overall Length
29'0"  Beam 9'6" Twin Mercruiser 4.3L190 hp. H & C Water ,
Head , Shower, Camper Canvas, Travel cover, Refrigerator,
Stove , Microwave, Coffee Maker, VHF, Depthfinder, GPS, Fuel
Flow Meter, Trim Tabs, Stereo/CD, W/S Wiper, Search Light
Contact: Dirk   763/574-2233

“Anna Marie” 
1992 Thompson Adventurer 2900

Twin 5.7 mercruisers, AC, Low hours, $26,900
Bill & Mary Pat Gibbs, 763-525-1485

For Sale
1981 Bayliner Victoria 27’Cruiser. 260 Mercruiser V8,
stove, bath w/shower, fridge, dinette, professionally
reupholstered. VERY GOOD CONDITION! $6000. 760-
898-8332 or 612-703-1702

42’ Carlcraft Houseboat
1972 42’Carlcraft, twin 220 hp Crusaders, interior newly renovat-
ed, updated helm with new gauges & GPS unit. Large head with
bath/shower/flushing toilet, new AC, full galley with new refrig,
bedroom with queen size Select Comfort bed & built in dresser.
Have your summer cabin in the city. Comes with slip rights at
SPYC. $32,500 call Bob & Sheri Schmidt at 651-747-6654

 

1991 Skipperliner630
LOA: 63 ft. Beam:14 ft. Propulsion: Twin 230 H.P. Mercruisers w/ Alpha I stern-
drives Generator: 9.0 kWWesterbeke  HVAC: 32,000 BTU Cruisair Natural Gas
Furnace.  Equipment: Commander flybridge w/ dual controls, yacht interior pack-
age, retractable bow boarding ramp, yacht style deck house module, extended
deckhouse / aft arch, 250 gallon fuel capacity, full canvas - fore/aft/bridge decks,
double Bimini top system, water vehicle hoist w/ power winch, (4) private state-
rooms, sun screen - fore and aft decks, dual 30 amp shorepower outlets, (2) man-
ual anchor winch systems, spiral staircase w/ hinged moon roof. (2) Norcold
Gas/Electric refrigerators, Washer/Dryer. Year round Live aboard, guaranteed slip. 

Sale Price:$180,000 Call Mike Radford at 651-335-9827

For Sale: 1996 alumicraft 14 ft. with oars, 1954 Johnson 10 hp, trailer  Contact Jim Palmer UH-43, 763-
420-8671, 612-867-9585, jpalmer420@comcast.net

For Sale -- GREAT BEGINNER HOUSE BOAT

1969 Boatel 35 ft.  Single 250 hp, 327 cu in Mercruiser engine w/ outdrive -- about
150 hrs since rebuilt 4 years ago. No leaks. Runs well. Marine radio. New depthfind-
er. Original 8-track player! Onan generator as is. Full galley. Working head. Cozy
cabin. Needs cosmetic & other work (do-it-yourself can do most.) Upper Harbor
SPYC slip rights. Asking $6,500. Neal (612)
868-5578

City Slipper, 47’ Gordy Miller Houseboat

Well set up as a seasonal liveaboard. Washer/dryer, new roof, AC,
single Mercrusier engine. Slip available in the SPYC lower har-
bor.call Jack or Dottie Merwin at 651-602-9256

1971 ChrisCraft Aqua Home

Rebuilt Buick V6 engines, 35 hours
each. Rebuilt Volvo outdrives. Sleeps
5, stove, refrigerator, microwave, heat
& airconditioning. 2 marine radios,
anchor, plus more stuff. Slip available,
can be seen at St.Paul Yacht Club.
$5000 . Also available 40’slip cover
$5000 . Call Kenny J. Williams 651-
228-1765

All “ for sale” ads will be
canceled as of this issue.
Ads will start again in March
2007. Please contact the
editor by by February 20th,
2007 if you wish to place an
ad.



- U69 Scuttlebutt - St. Paul Yacht Club Board Meeting 10/23/06

Members present: Lee Pfeilsticker, Liz Garland, Dennis Sando, Keith Holm, Howard Dahlgren, Wanda Pichelman, Bob
Draine, Jim McGowan, Peter Kramer, Gordy Mergens, Greg DenBleyker

Meeting called to order at 7:00. Roll call, enough members for a quorum

Guests present:  Richard Felsheim, Jim Johnson, Lee Green, Mark Mosby, Jerry Qual, Kristy Qual, Sandy DeMontille,
Judith Gehrke Staff present: Pat, Roger

Open Forum:  A member, who bought a liveaboard boat, is in arrears and asked for additional consideration in getting up to
date. A motion by Liz (second by Jim) to allow him to remain in the harbor, that he must obtain a P.O. box so that we have a
mailing address, and that he must be current for his 1 year probationary period to be considered for liveaboard status. Also
that his membership application and fees would be due by 10/23/07. Motion passed.

Another member asked for an opportunity to work out a payment plan for her overdue account. A motion was made to refer
the matter to the finance committee to work out a payment plan to get her account current by April 15. Motion passed. A
motion was made that the payment plan be written, and signed by the member and the office. Motion passed.

The clubhouse committee made a presentation, amended slightly from the previous presentation. The land-based plan would
be the same size as the floating facility. An estimate for the platform, 4" concrete, footings, and required fill, would be
$16,400. This might be less expense than the floating platform.Keith moved to accept the presentations, motion passed.

There was discussion regarding the City's requirements for either a land-based or floating clubhouse. There appears to be no
bias one way or the other, but they want to include either proposition in their phase 2 plans for Harriet Island expansion.
Keith made a motion (Greg second) to postpone the presentations to the general membership that  was to be made at the
November meeting. Motion passed, 5 yea, 4 nay.

Finance: Keith presented the financial report, a motion made to accept was passed. Peter moved (Keith 2nd) that the
Commodore appoint a long-term facility planning committee.  Motion passed. A motion was made to refer a member to
finance for a resolution to his account. Motion passed. A motion was made that monies collected for social functions be
turned in to the office within 5 days of the event. Some discussion ensued. Motion was withdrawn.

Operations: Pullout going well. All boats should be out by Wednesday. Winterizing of the docks should be completed by the
end of the week.

Membership: Carol Pine was approved as a member. William Brown was approved, subject to his signing his application.

Social: Bob apJones passed away. Lee moved to have Liz and social provide a memorial for Bob. Motion passed.Mark
Mosby will check on the trophy Bob was storing, as mentioned at the last meeting.

Commodore: The nominating committee will get together to establish the slate of candidates for the elections. Each board
member should contact Roger regarding their desire to continue to serve on the board next year.

Executive session: A compensation committee was formed.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:35

Respectfully submitted; Dennis Sando, Secretary

Hope everyone had a great Thanksgiving. In four
weeks we will be into the new-year and another
boating season will be in view.  How is that for
optimistic? I wish everyone a safe and enjoyable
holiday season complete with family and friends.

Pay your bill - We have several accounts past
due again. If you are one of them, please get your
payment in now! We are a boat club, not a bank.
Unpaid bills cost the club money. For those of you
who are current, Thank you!    

Rate increase- The cost of boating is going up like
everything else. The board passed a 5% increase
which was lowered from the 8% finance recom-
mended. This means that some things will get cut
out of the budget that where planned for next year.
We will sharpen our pencils to keep within our
budget and keep the SPYC affordable. 

Deposits for 2007 - Please be sure to get your
deposit in on the due date this year. We will fill
your slip if it is not paid. Last year we lost revenue
on six slips partly due to turning away new boaters
early in the year. We need to know if you are in or
out on the due date. If your deposit is not in the
office or you have not set up a payment plan, you
are out.  

Vessel Safety Checks – The operations team has
discussed, but did not pass, a rule that would keep
boats from being launched if the office does not
have proof of a successful inspection from the pre-
vious year. If passed, this could take effect in the
spring of 2008, so 2007 inspections are strongly
urged.

Elections – The nominating committee is starting
to look for candidates for the February election. If
you have time you could contribute and feel you
can make a difference in the club contact Greg
DenBleyker and get on the ballot.

Security- We have not had any issues that have
been reported to the office so far this winter.
Please be sure to report any issues you have on
the docks, parking lots and boat yard to the police
and the SPYC office. Also, be sure to close the
gate behind you if you are leaving the boat yard.
The gate should be closed except during office
hours. Thanks for your cooperation on this issue. 

With that said…Happy Holidays!

Gordy Mergens

The raft pictured at
left came through
our area earlier this
year. They were, of
course, headed for
New Orleans as it
seems all the “raft
builders” are. This
unique vessel has
several noteworthy
features including a
well-populated
“speaker barge” that
was ostensibly used
in some sort of pub-
lic musical perform-
ances as the craft
made it’s way from
port to port. I heard
a rumor that they
actually made it as
far as Quad Cities
before winter, and
are intending to
resume next season.

bike storage

speaker barge

command bridge

anchor?

unknown

captains quarters?

crew quarters

Note: There is a bylaw change to come before the membership at the January 9th Nominating
meeting to be held at the Pool & Yacht Club. The membership will be asked to vote on ret aining
or removing the current term limit s on board members and officers.


