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ANCHOR & LINE
The Saint Paul Yacht Club was founded in 1912 as the Saint Paul Motor Boat Club for the purpose of fostering a greater interest in
motor boating and the Mississippi River.  In 1934 the club adopted its present name, S.P.Y.C., and continues more than 90 years of
service to its members and the community.

St.PaulYachtClub
Dedicated to safe and affordable boating through cooperative efforts...

FOUNDED 1912

Anchor & Line
S.P.Y.C.
100 Yacht Club Road, B1
Saint Paul  MN 55107
651-292-8964

Please submit articles, stories, photos,
etc. to the Editor, S.P.Y.C., 100 Yacht
Club Road B-1 Saint Paul,  MN 55107
E-mail: SPYClub@qwest.net
Web:http://stpaulyachtclub.org

Deadline
Articles must be submitted by the 
25th of the month for publication the
following month. 

Roger Anderson, Editor
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December Calendar

Social Committee Meeting Wednesday, December 4th at 7:00 p.m. SPYC Office
Board Meeting Monday, December 12th at 7:00 p.m. SPYC Office
Nominating Meeting Tuesday, January 10th at 7:30 p.m. Awada’s
Holiday Party Saturday January 14th Degidio's

Remember February 14th, SPYCAnnual Meeting & Elections at Awada’s!

100 Yacht Club Rd. B-1, St. Paul, MN 55107
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- Commodore’ s Repor t -SPYC Board Meeting Minutes 
10/24/05 7:00 p.m. in the SPYC Office

Meeting called to Order: Quorum present. Present:
M.J. Babcock, Greg DenBleyker, Bob Draine, Dick
Fischer, Liz Garland, Anne Hofmann, George Letness,
Gordy Mergens, Lee Pfeilsticker, Denny Sando, Terry
Williams.   Staff:  Roger Anderson, Pat Michaud.
Guests:   Judith Gehrle, Jim Johnson, Tom Mega, Mark
Mosby and Wanda Pichelman.

A.  Reading of the Minutes:Motion made by L.G.,
seconded by D. F., to accept the minutes from the
September 26, 2005 meeting. Motion carried.

B.  Open Forum: No open forum.

C.  Clubhouse Report: Tom Mega.  There was much
discussion regarding the intent of the clubhouse pro-
posals with respect to usage (program) and budget.
Tom Mega and Dick Fischer will meet work out the
details regarding a land-based proposal.  A suggestion
was also made that the dredging issue, including who
will absorb the cost, be addressed before we discuss
allocation of monies for a clubhouse. Motion made by
M.J. B., seconded by G. M. to present the by-laws
revisions and a brief presentation on the clubhouse
proposals to the membership at the January, 2006
meeting.  9 yeas, 1 nay.  Motion carried. The club-
house proposals will be presented in response to a list
of guideline questions from the Board so all presenta-
tions are uniform in how the information is presented.
Motion made by G. M., seconded by D. S., that the
membership vote on theirpreferred clubhouse pro-
posal at the February SPYC Annual meeting.  8
yeas, 2 nays. Motion carried.

D.  Bylaws Review: Tom Mega reported he did not
have an updated copies of the by-laws completed. T.
Mega will send out the by-laws revisions so that they
can be discussed at the next SPYC Board meeting.
Because of proposed by-law changes in Board mem-
bership, the Commodore urged that the bylaws be pre-
sented in January so that there would still be time to
present a list of candidates for the SPYC Annual meet-
ing in February, 2006.

E.  Strategic Planning (Finance):  Lee Pfeilsticker
Dredging:  There was much discussion on the history
of dredging in our harbor; the role of the River Grille
and the Covington with respect dredging cause and

effect; who will absorb the costs and the role of the
City with respect to the Corps of Engineers.  The
Commodore will know more after a meeting with the
City tomorrow. Next year the City will be responsible
for the rip rap on their part of Raspberry Island.  To
date the Boat Club has refused to do the same for their
part of the island. Finance:  Operations and other com-
mittees will get their finance information to Dick
Fischer so that he can work with the finance committee
on a long-range budget that will include safety items
first, and then information supplied from the various
committees.

F.  Staff reports: Pat Michaud:  pull out is almost
completed; will be winterizing the harbors on
Thursday; there will be temporary fencing in the boar
yard; lighting for the yard is coming; Rick is out tem-
porarily because of knee surgery; work 

orders are available on the web site as well as in the
office; pump outs for the floating community begins on
November 15, 2005.

Roger Anderson: presented a written report including a
listing of past due accounts: a letter from the bank
regarding our long term loans; note of a Sheriff's sale
on December 2, 2005 regarding a Bayliner boat; a list
of boaters whose insurance still needs to be brought up
to date.

G. Operations Report: Gordy Mergens Motion from
the committee: Operations team proposes a 10%
mark up on electric and natural gas bills to cover
infrastructur e maintenance and repair starting
11/1/2005/  Motion carried. 

Proposal from Operations: All boats in the harbors
have an annual vessel safety check performed by
the coast guard auxiliary, staff (with a charge) or a
curr ent survey of the vessel in the office. Boats must
pass the following safety points: Fire extinguisher:
every boat should be equipped with an adequate
(for the boat length) numberof extinguishers.
Ventilation: operable and correctly installed and
intact. Backfir e flame arrestor:  clean, correctly
installed and unmodified. Overall condition:  as
indicated on page 2 of the Coast Guard form.  Note
especially the section on electrical and fuel systems.
MSD:  verify that it meets the marina requirements
preventing overboard dumping of untreated
sewage. Motions carried. (cont. next page)

HAPPYHOLIDAYS!

Because this is always a busy month for everyone, I’d
like to give you a ‘heads up’about several important
items that will be addressed at our General
Membership meetings on Tuesday, January 10 and
Tuesday, February 14, 2006 .

 January 10th meeting:
1.      We will vote on changes to our By Laws.  You
will receive a letter in the near future from the Board
of Directors about the proposed changes which the
Board recommends you approve.  Please read the
information carefully.  Some of the items to be covered
are: term limits for the Board  and officers; clarifica-
tion of membership status and seniority and a few
other language clean-up items.  The membership pres-
ent at the meeting will vote on the proposed changes.
The proposed changes to term limits are intended to
take us back to our prior limits which allowed Board
members and officers to serve more than 2 consecutive
years (Commodore) or 3 consecutive years (other offi -
cers and Board members).  The logic is basically: (a) it
takes a year or more for Board members and officers to
learn fully about some of the key issues facing the
Club, and (b) if a Board member or officer is doing a
good job, the membership should have the right to vote
that person into office for successive years of service.
Also, a change of leadership on the Board every year
or two is hard on our fulltime marina management
staff.  It’s like working for a small business with a new
President and Board of Directors every 1-2 years.
Each Board and set of officers comes in with their own
communication style, goals for the Club and expecta-
tions of staff.  When that changes frequently it’s hard
for the staff to anticipate and meet expectations effec-
tively.  Very frequent change also requires new leader-
ship to start from scratch building a relationship with
the City of St. Paul, our leaseholder.   

2.      The Board’s Nominating Committee will present
a proposed slate of 2006 Board members and officers
(Commodore, Secretary and Treasurer).  Also, at this
meeting only we will be taking nominations from the
floor for any additional, qualified members who are
willing to run for the Board of Directors.  Keep in
mind that any member you nominate from the floor
must be a member in good standing and must be pres-
ent at the meeting to accept or decline your nomina-
tion.    

3.      An update on the SPYC clubhouse options.

February 14th  meeting:   
1.     The primary focus of the February meeting is the
election Board officers and members at-large.  If possi-
ble, we may vote on a new SPYC clubhouse plan.

On a different and sad note, Mary and I want to
extend sympathy to Tom Zastrow and all of the
Zastrow  family on Marge’s passing on November 26.
Marge was a wonderful person, a great member and a
constant contributor to events that made the SPYC and
the SPYC Auxiliary fun and effective organizations. I
don’t think she ever turned down a request to help with
an event and usually was one of the first to volunteer.
She definitely will be missed by all of her friends here
at the SPYC.

If you’ve recently been to the boatyard to check on
your boat you may have noticed that the extra security
fencing and the new light poles are in for the expanded
boat storage area.  Light service was anticipated to be
effective on November 28.  This should help with our
security needs.  Secure your boat as best you can to
help prevent these problems.  The police are patrolling
regularly and do arrest loiterers in our area.

Have very happy and safe upcoming holidays.  See
you at the membership meeting on January 10th and at
the Club’s annual holiday party on January 14th, 2006. 

Thanks.  Remember, you can always send me an e-
mail or call with your thoughts.  Have a successful
month.   Lee   (e-mail: commodorespyc@qwest.net)

P.S.  Just a friendly reminder:  Planning and organiz-
ing the numerous social events we have each year at
the Club takes a lot of time and effort, especially for
the major parties of the year.  When you see or talk to
our members and others who do all this work, take a
few minutes to tell them how much you appreciate all
of their commitment, talents and time spent on these
fun events that help make the SPYC a great yacht club! 



~ U69 Scuttlebutt ~

I just wrapped up a successful deer hunting trip and
Thanksgiving. Now it’s time to start filling the stock-
ings for Christmas. Before you know it, it will be boat-
ing season again. I hope all of you have a wonderful
holiday season with family and friends. 

You will notice that some of this article is a repeat of
last month but it is important information you need to
know.    

Security concerns – Two people where arrested this
month. One person who was on a boat and one that
was in the area that had some outstanding warrants.
This happened within days of police reports being filed
by boaters who had problems. It is very important that
you fill a police report if you have any kind of a prob-
lem with your boat or car. They can trigger more
patrols and as in this case results.   

Insurance – We are still looking for insurance vouch-
ers for 3 boats. This whole thing will start all over
again next season so please make sure that when you
renew your policy the office gets a notification.  

Vessel safety checks– The board passed a proposal to
require all boats in the harbors have a vessel safety
check performed by the coast guard auxiliary(free),
staff(with a charge), or a current survey of the vessel in
the office.

Must pass minimum points: 

1. Fire extinguisher - every boat should be equipped
with an adequate (for the boat length)     number of
extinguishers.

2. Ventilation - operable, and correctly installed and
intact.

3. Backfire flame arrestor - clean, correctly installed,
and unmodified.

4. Overall condition - as indicated on page two of the
Coast Guard form. Note especially the section on elec-
trical and fuel systems. 

5 - MSD, to verify that it meets the marina require-
ments preventing overboard dumping of untreated
sewage.)

We will get a supply of the booklets and placards to
keep in the office to help with this effort.

These checks can be done at any time of the year so it
might be a good idea to start now and be in compli-
ance for the next boating season.

Non running boats – There are still a handful of boats
that can not move on their own power. This is another
issue that operations is trying to clear up. I spent most
of this season trying to get my boat running correctly
so I know how frustrating this can be but it must be
done or, like the insurance issue, you will be asked to
leave.

Cost increase– The board passed a proposal to add a
10% mark up on electric and natural gas bills to cover
infrastructure maintenance and repair starting
11/1/2005.

Past Due accounts– Last month I reported 50,000 in
past due accounts. That amount is now down to around
20,000. This is still a large sum of money for the club
to finance. Please get your payments in as soon as pos-
sible so you and the club can start the new-year at zero
balance. Thank you.   

Website– If you haven’t been out to http://stpauly-
achtclub.org/ lately, sign on and check it out. Roger
has been working on it and it is starting to look and
function the way it was intended to. This is a work in
progress so send an email with your ideas on things
you would like to see or functionality. 

One thing on this site that I’d like everyone to start
using is the work order form. This can be used for
every problem you come across in the marina big or
small. I hear people complain that they told the office
or staff and it didn’t get done. This is the tool to help
you and staff get that job done. 

With that said…let’s
go boating!

Gordy Mergens

(cont. from facing page) This will be advertised in the Anchor & Line
prior to launch and there will be a supply of booklets and placards in the
office to help with the effort.

H.  Social Report: Anne Hofmann. Halloween party will be this Friday.
2nd Saturday in January will be the Holiday Party. TGIF will start again
in the spring. There are free pallets of wood available on Ohio Street.

I.  Membership: Liz Garland. Over the winter months the Social and
Membership committees will merge since there are few people available
to meet on membership. Motion made by G. D., seconded by G.M. to
accept the membership application of Dale Raduenz and Sue
Babcock.  Motion carried.

J.  Commodore's Report: Lee Pfeilsticker The Commodore urged any
Board members to make current any past due accounts. Proposed proce-
dure for the Nominating Committee which includes Greg DenBleyker,
Barbara Haake, and Tom Mega: Timeline:  November/December the
committee will solicit a list of candidates; the committee will report to
the board in December; January there will be nominations from the floor
at the General Meeting; February will be the election of officers at the
regular meeting.

Procedure:  committee will get a list of eligible full members in
November; current eligible board members will be asked their inten-
tions; committee will study the list of full members to find a small group
of potential nominees.  The committee will not call all eligible members.
The slate of candidates will be published in the December Anchor &
Line issue.

Meeting adjourned: Meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by  M.J. Babcock 

Social Page
NO SPYC TGIF's this winter but check out
BOATER'S THURSDAY'S on the RIVER
GRILL:

The River Grill will be hosting a series of
"Boaters Nights" on Thursdays during the
winter. Wear Yacht Club or other Marina
insignia clothing or hats and get 50% off on
the Thursday dinner special. Bring your
boating buddies or meet new friends from
other local marinas! 

Thursday is Italian at the River Boat Grill
and each week there is a different Italian
classic special.  (Chicken Vesuvio, Chicken
Cacciatore, Lemon fettuccine, Cattaloni,
Lasagna, Conchiglie, Rigatoni or Linguini
ala Roma etc.) The combination of the "spe-
cial pricing" and the boaters 50% off deal
means that boaters get a $10.95 dinner for
around $4.50!  (Note: No Boaters night Dec
22 or Dec 29 due to the holidays.)

Gene is also planning a variety of enter-
tainment for boating nights. December 1st
program:.   Photos of “Barging” (Bare-Boat)
in Burgundy and fun in Paris.  Photos show
local personalities at their best and worst.
Interesting, educational, and really entertain-
ing! Menu: Lasagna with Italian sausage
($4.50) or order from menu. Since every
seat was filled November 17th, they are
adding service to the balcony over looking
the Captain’s lounge.  Come early for a
good seat! Trying to line up a Jazz band for
New Years eve.  Call Gene @ 651-734-5100
for updates and to get on (or off) his email
list .

Also note: Any Boating Committees or
Boating Clubs having meetings at the River
Boat Grill are given Happy Hour pricing:
50% off on alcoholic beverages and appetiz-
ers. Several large rooms are available for
group meetings, but please call ahead for
reservations to ensure room and serving
staff availability. (651) 734-5100.

We also have the SPYC Holiday Party
coming up January 14th. See the notice at
left. Mailed invitations will be going out
soon.

And,  hold the date for the Commodore's
Ball, Friday May 5th, 2006 at Southview
Country Club! More info to follow.

SPYC Holiday Party

Theme: "Winter Carnival"
When: Saturday, January 14, 2006
Where: DeGidio's Banquet Room

425 West 7th Street, St. Paul, MN
What: Dinner and Dancing

Band: The Crossroads
Invitations with additional details to follow in the mail
Mail your RSVP card or call Wayve Boetcher at 651-457-

7562 by January 3rd to make your reservations. 



1958 Chris Craft SeaSkiff
Owned by Frank & Julia Kline since 1967 - 35 years. 35

ft, 11.5 ft beam. Twin 345 ci Chrysler Marine Hemi
engines, 225 hp ea. Sleeps six, electric kitchen, refriger-

ator, head. Boat comes with slip and new slip cover. 
Call 768-557-6811

1971 ChrisCraft Aqua Home

Rebuilt Buick V6 engines, 35 hours each. Rebuilt Volvo
outdrives. Sleeps 5, stove, refrigerator, microwave, heat
& airconditioning. 2 marine radios, anchor, plus more

stuff. Can be seen at St.Paul Yacht Club. 
$9,500 Call Kenny J. Williams 651-228-1765

1972  41' Chris Commander. Great shape,  recently 
refitted.  7.5 Kohler gen. and new 2000 watt inverter. 
$64,900 or $70,000 w/new 50' covered slip. 

Contact Don Gussler612-388-2302 cell or
651-351-0129 home. 

Cold Duck is For Sale 
31 Ft, 1960 Chris Craft Roamer, all steel
hull.  Hull in great shape.  Exceptional
interior is a must see!!  Cabin top needs
recovering; aft deck needs rebuilding.

$5,500 with covered slip. Call Tom at
651 483-3984.

“Anna Marie” 
1992 Thompson Adventurer 2900

Twin 5.7 mercruisers, AC, Low hours, $29,900
Bill & Mary Pat Gibbs, 763-525-1485

26’
Bayliner

Mercruiser
V8, new
top, new

upholstrey.
Low hours. Aft cabin, head , great shape.
$8,500 call Kevin Verdorn 651-231-5716

Wanted: 12’-14’ Aluminum tender with motor.  John Senglaub at 612-599-6830

Boater’s Night At The River Boat Grill 
 
Thursday Night there is a special for Boaters who identify themselves by wearing any 
piece of clothing that indicates the marina or club they are associated with.  A cap, T-
shirt, jacket, anything will do. 
 

The special is 50% off the daily special.  What this 
means is a $10.95 item reduced to $8.95 for the 
daily special is cut to $4.50 for boaters.  Thursday is 
Italian at the River Boat Grill.  Each week there is a 
different Italian classic.  Varieties are un-ending.  
Chicken Vesuvio, Chicken Cacciatore, Lemon 
fettuccine, Cattaloni, Lasagna, Conchiglie, Rigatoni 
or Linguini ala Roma etc.  The chefs, stolen from 
the Dakota and Wolfgang Pucks, are inspired! 

 
Winter hours the kitchen remains open until 
8:PM.  Beverages and appetizers are available 
until closing. 
 
Please contact your boating friends and come join 
other boaters fighting the winter blues! 
 
P.S. 
Boating Committees and boating Clubs having 
meetings at the River Boat Grill are given Happy 
Hour pricing.  50% off on alcoholic beverages and appetizers.   
Reservations are necessary for group meetings. 
 
Please feel free to forward this information to recreational and commercial boaters.. 

 

 
 


