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ANCHOR & LINE
The Saint Paul Yacht Club was founded in 1912 as the Saint Paul Motor Boat Club for the purpose of fostering a greater interest in
motor boating and the Mississippi River.  In 1934 the club adopted its present name, S.P.Y.C., and continues more than 90 years of
service to its members and the community.

St.PaulYachtClub
Dedicated to safe and affordable boating through cooperative efforts...

FOUNDED 1912
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January Calendar

Anchor & Line
S.P.Y.C.
100 Yacht Club Road, B1
Saint Paul  MN 55107
651-292-8964

Please submit articles, stories, photos,
etc. to the Editor, S.P.Y.C., 100 Yacht
Club Road B-1 Saint Paul,  MN 55107
E-mail: SPYClub@qwest.net

Deadline
Articles must be submitted by the 
25th of the month for publication the
following month. 

Roger Anderson, Editor
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December Calendar

Holiday Party Sunday, December 12th at 4:00 p.m. Pool & Yacht Club
General/Nominating Meeting Tuesday, January 11th at 7:30 p.m. On the General
2005 Slip deposits due Saturday, January 15th SPYC Office
Board Meeting Monday, January 24th at 7:00 p.m. SPYC Office

100 Yacht Club Rd. B-1, St. Paul, MN 55107

Happy Holidays!Happy Holidays!
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SPYC Board Meeting October25, 2004, 7:00 p.m. aboard the General

Meeting called to Order: Quorum present. Present:  Greg Den Bleyker,
Howard Dahlgren, Dave Engfer, Barbara Haake, Gordy Mergens, Lee
Pfeilsticker, Mike Radford, Rich Wright.  Staff: Pat Michaud, Roger
Anderson Absent:   MJ Babcock, Bob Draine, Lyle Pichelman Guests:
Dave Nelson, Carol Pine, Neil DenBleyker

Reading of the Minutes:Motion made by Lee P., seconded by M. R., to
approve the September25th, 2004 minutes.  Motion carried. 

Open Forum: Two guests addressed the board. New boater Carol Pine pre-
sented a letter to the board confirming her purchase of the inoperative
houseboat owned by David Francis and the transfer of the slip as allowed by
SPYC rules.. The letter stated that she intends to bring the boat up to oper-
ational standards as per the standing rules by May 1, 2005 and that she ulti-
mately wants to become a voting member of the club and live aboard the
boat. (See attached letter). Longtime SPYC member and liveaboard Dave
Nelson came before the board to speak on the bylaw issue of seniority as it
effects his slip move request to the spot vacated by the Elena. Dave also pre-
sented a letter (see attached letter) outlining his position, including a legal
opinion from his attorney. A long discussion ensued. Ultimately, Mike
Radford settled the issue for the time being by removing his slip move
request from consideration.

Treasurer's Report: Dave Engfer/Roger Anderson. The treasurer's report
from the September 27th meeting was tabled, and it was decided that it is
superseded by the current information contained in the October 25th report,
therefore there is no action required on the table report. New report as fol-
lows:

Accounts Receivable are at $33,500. An updated list of past due accounts
was distributed and as per the SPYC credit policy a $50 late fee will be
assessed to all past due winter storage balances. One question from the pre-
viously tabled report was the seemingly high level of  Accounts Payable for
this time of year. It was explained that this is due to paying the Dahlgren
Dock contractor Mincor Industries over a longer time period. The docks
were late in being completed and rented. Mincor's patience in being paid has
helped cash flow over the summer immensely. H Dahlgren requested a sum-
mary of how we have performed this year: Income was down due mainly to
the expansion docks not being installed and rented fast enough. D. Engfer
stated that there are more housing developments going forward in the area
including a very large one by JLT properties. Filling slips going forward
should not be an issue.B. Haake moved approval of Treasurer's report,
second R. Wright. Motion carried.

Clubhouse Report: Howard Dahlgren. The clubhouse design has to
undergo modifications due to some changes in code requirements from the
city. Truman  Howell is re-drawing the plans accordingly and the commit-
tee will meet again during the first week in November.  B. Haake is a host-
ing the first meeting of the Clubhouse Capital Development Committee
(CCDC) on October 26th, 2004, on the Trubador. Members of the commit-
tee are: Barb Haake, Dick Fischer, Dave Engfer, Wanda Pichelman, Roger
Anderson. The committee is charged with exploring the financing options
for constructing a clubhouse.

Staff Reports: R. Anderson (written report) R. Anderson included financial
reports for September. The web site done by Sandy Demontille is up and
running. R. Anderson advised board members to visit the site and make fur-
ther recommendations as to what items we do or do not want posted,  and
any other additions or changes. The details of who will maintain the site, etc.
have to be worked out between Sandy and staff. A letter requesting support
from area vendors to enlarge and re-sign the slow no wake area from mile
840 to mile 840.5 will be sent. The enlarged area will cover our gas dock
and upper harbor. Once we have enlisted support, the Parks Department will
bring the matter before the City Council for an ordinance change.
Discussion of the E&O Board insurance coverage commenced. Motion by
G. Mergens to purchase the $1,000,000 coverage $1793 premium policy as
soon as practical. Second D. Engfer. Motion carried. B. Haake requested
that information on the deductible and the coverage per incident be for-
warded to the board. The automated outgoing phone call system was dis-
cussed again. A new vendor, PhoneTree, was presented. Their system costs

$1050 and includes the software and a hardware component. They are send-
ing a demo disk and references. More research will be done and turned over
to the operations committee for evaluation.

Staff Reports: P. Michaud The Commodore commended P. Michaud and
the yard staff on another smooth and trouble free end of season pull out. The
last boats will be out this week and the water system will be purged and set
for winter.  We have again rented a winter storage spot to the Paradise Lady,
a commercial tour boat from Minneapolis for $2500 in winter fees. H.
Dahlgren asked how the fee of $2500 was arrived at, same formula as any-
one else. Carol Pines request to purchase and keep here a non-compliant
boat was revisited. Motion by B. Haake to accept conditions laid out in
Carol Pine's letteras presented by Pat Michaud. Second Lee P., motion
carried. P. Michaud informed the board that associate member Bud Hamm
passed away Saturday, October 23rd as the result of a heart attack. Bud
maintained a small fishing boat in our harbors for several years and was an
almost daily boater during the season. He will be missed. A memorial will
be sent to the family as per SPYC rules. P. Michaud relayed a conversation
with Angela Mens of the Park & Rec department regarding overall usage
levels of the park. St. Paul Mayor Randy Kelly is concerned that the park is
not being utilized to a great enough level and he is exploring reopening the
master plan. Our views were communicated on what could be done to make
the park more "user friendly" including addressing the chronic parking
shortages and access problems. On a related note, P. Michaud suggested that
we send an informational packet outlining our continued desire to build
slips on the inside shore of Raspberry Island and to place in service a new
transient dock area adjacent to the mouth of the upper harbor. The potential
re-opening of the master plan and the desire to stimulate use of the park may
create a more favorable condition for these initiatives to move forward.

Bylaws Report: Neil DenBleyker: N. DenBleyker was requested by
Bylaws committee chair Tom Mega to make a progress report to the board.
The committee clearly has put in hours of work and many bylaws revisions
were presented and discussed during his over one hour report. It is impossi-
ble to accurately reflect the nature of that discussion due to its detail and
length. The revised bylaws will stand as the record of this report once they
are published. See also the attached supplemental notes as provided by B.
Haake.

Budget Report: Dave Engfer D. Engfer distributed a preliminary budget
prepared by Staff. Due to time constraints there was no direct discussion of
the budget. Budget planning meeting to be held Saturday, November 6th at
Awada's. The following points were also made: Social/Membership must
look at budget items and tailor the 2005 club dues to meet needs. 2004
budget was exceeded. As per our auditor's request we must complete a 5
year financial plan which should include capital building, equipment
replacement needs, maintenance, and contingencies for dredging both har-
bors.

Operations: Gordy Mergens Mostly covered under P. Michaud staff report.
The General will stay at the current location in the upper harbor perma-
nently. The utilities will be shut off and it will be closed except for one week
a month during which heat will be turned on and it can be used for club
functions. Lee P. reported on progress in researching a benefits package for
SPYC staff. It was suggested that this be covered in an executive session
after the departure of staff members from the meeting.

Membership: Mike Radford. No report.

Social: Rich Wright. Planning is moving ahead on the Holiday Party to be
held at the Pool & Yacht Club on the afternoon of December 19th.
Invitations will go out shortly. Halloween Party Friday, October 29th.
Bonfire, karaoke on the General.

Meeting adjourned: Motion to adjourn general meeting at 9:50 p.m.
Motion carried.  

Executive session:Board convened an executive session for discussion of
employee benefit program. Separate notes to be submitted. 

Respectfully submitted: Roger Anderson, in lieu of M.J. Babcock

I hope everyone had a pleasant
Thanksgiving holiday. As I write this we
have finally received some snow. I don’t
know about you, but it’s hard for me to
get in the Christmas spirit without that

shiny white background so I’m actually kind of glad to
see it. After all it’s comin’anyhow, I might as well be
happy about it - at least for awhile!

I’m sad to report the recent death of former boater and
SPYC member Joel Hanson. Joel and Sharon were
active in the club for many years, and we purchased
our houseboat, the Utopia, from them. Joel was a great
boater - and a great guy - and he left us far too soon.
He will be missed. I have included a copy of his obit-
uary from the Minneapolis paper.

Please put SPYC member Steve Harmon in your
prayers. Steve owns the gorgeous Chris Craft Miss
Harmonythat is moored at the end of the Miller dock,
and he is currently in the hospital. 

Wayve Becker and I recently visited lifetime members
Tom & Marge Zastro and Marie Vax. They are
homebound right now but feeling well and, I’m sure,
looking forward to spring again.

We’ve heard from several of our members who winter
in Florida, including the Sabins and Baileys. They say
their lives are somewhat getting back to normal,
although the surrounding communities will be forever
changed by the hurricane damage.

I want to announce that the St. Paul Yacht Club
Women’s Auxiliar y is kicking off the new year with a
dinner at Mancini’s in January. Everyone is welcome,
we will announce the full details in the next Anchor &
Line. This will be the first of many exciting social
events to help in fundraising for the new clubhouse. 

Don’t forget the Christmas Party December 12th,
I’ll see you there!

FOR SALE

1976 33’Carver
Mariner. Twin 351
V8 (port engine
new), new toilet
& holding tank, 3
burner stove &
oven, new carpet-
ing, large 12/110v
refrigerator/freez-

er, nice mahogany interior. $15,000 with slip
cover. John Schonebaum 651-646-2069

Wanda

Undercurrents

FOR
SALE

1985 28’
Bayliner
Contessa

10’ wide, single 260 volvo, Bennette
trim tabs, 2 burner stove, sink,
bath/shower, dinette, enclosed canvas
& bimini top, depth finder, CD, VHF,
fenders, shorepower cord - EVERY-
THING! $13,400 call Myles at 651-
266-2284 or 651-645-2275

FOR SALE

CAPTAIN’S
DELIGHT,
1976 33’
Carver
Mariner. 12’

beam, flybridge, twin 255 hp engines, 6.5 KW
gen set, VHF radio. Sleeps  8, hot water, full
head w/stand up shower, many extras. COMES
WITH COVERED SLIP Don Folsom 651-
784-7840

Seasons greetings to all SPYC members and
friends.  The holidays are really just a nice diver-
sion to help us deal with the reality of winter and
not having access to our boats.  To help us through
the pain we will all enjoy the holiday party at the
Pool and Yacht Club on December 12.  Sounds
like a great event has been planned for us, plus we
get to see the river.  Get your RSVPback ASAP.  

We are sad to hear of the passing of Joel Hanson,
long time club member.  Joel was one of those
hands on guys who always had time to help the
club.  On of my first memories of the club was
seeing Joel head up Saturday work parties on the
old docks.  Joel was the Upper Harbor Quarter
Master.  Joel enjoyed the river.  Howard talks
about frequent trips Jon the John Theodore D.
Joel and Sharon sold their boat some years ago to
the Pichelmans.  Since then they have been active
social members.  Our collective best wishes go out
to Sharon and the Hanson family.  

Please remember, NO General Meeting in
December.  We will see you in January for the
report of the Nominating Committee.  This is the
only meeting where nominations for board seats
can be made from the floor.  The annual meeting
is in February.  At that time you will select the
2005 board of directors.  We may also get the lat-
est report from the Clubhouse Committee.  Plan to
attend and give some thought to running for a
board position.  The board will finalize the 2005
budget at its December meeting.  Only a few
details are left before it becomes official, stay
tuned.  

See you near the river,   

Greg Den Bleyker - Commodore 

- Commodore’ s Repor t -
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- U59 Scuttlebutt -
What did the SPYC do this year?
Holiday party.
Elected a new board of directors.
Wrote an EAW for Dahlgren expansion.
Obtained all the permits for the new docks.
Mussel survey.
Had built and installed 32 new slips.
Replaced $90,000 worth of exsisting docks. 
Four nail-a-ways.
Chicken fry.
Steak fry.
Taste of Minnesota/Grand Excursion.
Luncheons.
Commodore’s Ball.
Boat parade with over 50 members. 
Sail away to Treasure Island 
Added 5 new members
Meetings:          General

Board
Social
Finance
Clubhouse
Grand Excursion
Operations
By-laws
Membership
Nominations
Budget
Benefits
Swap meet

Cast for kids
Website
Bonfire 
Dahlgren dock dedication.
Great River Marathon safety boats.
Boated.

With that said…let’s do it again next year!
Gordy Mergens

PS - Let’s all take a minute to give thanks to Pat
and his staff for the safe and orginized manner
in which our boats were winter stored again this
year.

One of the bad things about the off
season (besides the fact that it’s win-
ter) is that you just don’t see anyone.
The seasonal boaters are all up on
blocks and safely stored away; we
liveaboards are kind of “hunkered
down” waiting for the real bad weath-
er. After an exciting season down here
with all the events, you get sort
of...lonely.

A great cure for that feeling is a party,
like the one we had for Halloween.
Great food, great people and every-
one’s favorite - KARAOKE! 

Now, anyone who knows me knows
I’m pretty humble and Idon’t like to
call attention to myself. I’m pr etty
good at Karaoke though.In fact, if I
was a little younger, I think I’d start a
band. Maybe call it “Richie Wright
and the Wrongs”, or “Richie and the
Criusers” - something catchy.  I
already have a trombone and these
great publicity pictures, so I’m half
way there! I also have a lot of cos-
tumes and hats so I could make it kind
of a “show band” with broadway
tunes and movie themes. Cool.

Anyhow, Karaoke was a blast and if
you didn’t make it you missed a good
time.  

Our next party will be a great one too,
the 2004 SPYC Christmas Party at
the St. Paul Pool & Yacht Club.
Invitations went out a couple weeks
ago. Please RSVPnow if you haven’t
already. 

Remember, I’m lonely for everyone
so don’t disappoint me!

Rich’s 
Partytown
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Fine art prints * Framing * Women’s Appearal * Books and GIfts *  Many items under $20!!
Riverfront Center

10% discount for SPYC Members!

Ho!
Ho!

Ho!

Santa sez...Christmas Party on Sunday,
December12th at the St. Paul Pool and
Yacht Club in Lilydale. We’ll meet at 4:00
p.m. for cocktails and Christmas carols
around the piano. Dinner will be a Italian
style buffet starting at 5:00 p.m. 

Menu:
Caesar Salad

Fresh Fruit Display
Marinated Vegetable Pasta Salad
Spaghetti with Marinara Sauce

Chicken Picatta
Fettuccini Alfredo

Seasonal Vegetables
Garlic Bread

Please RSVPas quick as you can!

HO HO HO!!
SEEYOU THERE!

FOR SALE

1998 28 Bayliner 2850 Cirea Sunbridge,
7.4 Mercruiser with Bravo III Outdrive,
Dockside Power, Depth Finder, VHF
Radio, Full Canvas. In looking around at
this boat, there is little sign of use. The
upholstery, interior, cushions, bilge all
look and smell new. $39,900 call Jim
Johnson at 952-475-3151.

Rob Myhre’s

M akesaGreatChristmasGift!


