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Irish Fair Friday Aug. 10th to 12th Harriet Island
Board Meeting Monday, August 27th at 7:00 p.m. On the General
Winter Storage Bills sent Monday, September 3rd SPYC Office
Treasure Island Sail-A-Way Saturday, September 15th Treasure Island
Last Bash of Summer Saturday, September 22nd SPYC Boatyard
Board Meeting Monday, September 24th at 7:00 p.m. On the General
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ANCHOR & LINE
The Saint Paul Yacht Club was founded in 1912 as the Saint Paul Motor Boat Club for the purpose of fostering a greater interest in
motor boating and the Mississippi River.  In 1934 the club adopted its present name, S.P.Y.C., and continues more than 90 years of
service to its members and the community.

St.PaulYachtClub
Dedicated to safe and affordable boating through cooperative efforts...

FOUNDED 1912

100 Yacht Club Rd. B-1, St. Paul, MN 55107

Anchor & Line
S.P.Y.C.
100 Yacht Club Road, B1
Saint Paul  MN 55107
651-292-8964

Please submit articles, stories, photos,
etc. to the Editor, S.P.Y.C., 100 Yacht
Club Road B-1 Saint Paul,  MN 55107
E-mail: SPYClub@qwest.net
Web:http://stpaulyachtclub.org

Deadline
Articles must be submitted by the 
25th of the month for publication the
following month. 

Roger Anderson, Editor



- Commodore’ s Repor t -

1987 Bayliner2450 Cierra Sunbridge

Less than 100 Hours on total rebuild of great running 305 V/8. New tires on
shorelander trailer. Boat is in very good condition. Asking $7,500 or reasonable
offer. 763-434-3592

1971 40’River Queen

Flybridge model. Twin 318 Chrysler engines with I/O. 6.5 kw Kohler genset. AC, stove,
refrigerator. Keel replaced recently. Make Offer

Eldon Metaxes 651-645-3691 or763-571-8854

FOR SALE WITH SLIP AND NEW COVER.
35 FT CHRISCRAFT SEASKIFF

OWNERS SINCE 1967-40 YEARS, FRANK & JULIA KLINE 763-557-6811.
CHRISCRAFTSEASKIFF # 35226 1958 35 FOOT,11.5  BEAM. TWIN GAS ENGINES,
CHRYSLER HEMI V8s, MODELM45-3, 345 CI, 225 HPEA SLEEPS SIX, ELECTRIC
KITCHEN, REFRIG, HEAD

1971 ChrisCraft Aqua Home

Rebuilt Buick V6 engines, 35 hours each. Rebuilt Volvo outdrives. Sleeps 5, stove,
refrigerator, microwave, heat & airconditioning. 2 marine radios, anchor, plus more stuff.
Can be seen at St.Paul Yacht Club. 

$5,000 Call Kenny J. Williams 651-228-1765

42’ Carlcraft Houseboat
1977 42’Carlcraft, twin 220 hp Crusaders, interior newly renovated, updated helm with new
gauges & GPS unit. Large head with bath/shower/flushing toilet, new AC, full galley with
new refrig, bedroom with queen size Select Comfort bed & built in dresser. Have your sum-
mer cabin in the city. Comes with slip rights at SPYC. $15,000 call Bob & Sheri Schmidt at
651-747-6654

CAPTAIN’S DELIGHT , 1976 33’Carver Mariner. 12’ beam, flybridge, twin 255
hp engines, 6.5 KWgen set, VHF radio. Sleeps  8, hot water, full head w/stand up
shower, many extras. COMES WITH COVERED SLIP $9,900 or best offer. Don
Folsom 651-784-7840By now you will have received your ballot for the club house location preference vote.  A timely

response is appreciated.  I expect we can report results in the next newsletter (September).  

As I noted last month, our next step will be to form a Building Committee and move forward based on
some specific criteria: 

1. Location preference - land, water or other.
2. Satisfies the programmatic needs of the Club, both social and functional 
3. Can be approved by the City of Saint Paul Parks and Recreation Department
4. Considers any opportunities for shared facilities with other island stake holders
5. Conforms to all local, state and federal codes and regulations, including handicapped accessibility 
6. Does not adversely effect our slip fees or operating budget
7. Satisfies the long-term goals and objections of the SPYC, a very big task indeed.  

The objective of this new committee will be to consider all previous proposals and current opportunities
in the context of our Design Criteria. 

That should be simple enough. 

Or as a famous person once said: "the great virtue of the democratic process is that the toleration of
silly opinions is a small price to pay for the eventual positive outcomes."

'Please take an even strain'

The dredging issue is on hold until we can resolve who and when we can get a complete study of the
causes and corrective measures. 

Meanwhile, the inconvenience of having to back-out of the lower harbor to get to the channel and the
late night returns of boats passing close aboard the bow of the Carl G. Jung while Miss Bonnie and I
are in bed reading - hasn't seemed to deter the active boaters.  Pat reports no complaints.  (Ditto the
lovely Miss Bonnie)

If you see dredging work going on in the lower harbor it has to do with the Raspberry Island work under
contract with the City of Saint Paul, not SPYC.

The board is reviewing our budget at mid-year, and expecting a report from Mary Philsticker's commit-
tee on management this month.  More on this in September. 

Mentioned in Dispatches: Dennis Sando, SPYC Secretary, for his integrity and diligence as board sec-
retary, and his commitment to boater safety....he has completed 57 USCG Auxiliary inspections this
spring....is your boat next?

As you were, 

Peter Kramer, Commodore, SPYC

1995 MAXUM 1800 runabout (18 ft)

3.01 Mercruiser I/O. with Escort  Trailer (new tires). Comes with travel cover,
bow cover and bimini.   $7500, Jim McGowan, 651 353-7119



St. Paul Yacht Club Board Meeting 06/25/07

Board members present: Peter Kramer, Jim
McGowan, Dennis Sando, Jerry Quaal, Ralph DeLong,
Bob Draine, Jim Johnson, Gordy Mergerns, Mark Mosby,
Rich Wright, Lee Pfeilsticker

Guests Present: Wanda Pichelman, Lyle Pichelman, Ron
Hilson, Howard Dahlgren, Dan Beers, Dave Nelson,
Truman Howell

Staff Present: Pat Machaud

Call to order at 7:00PM

Open forum: Dave wants to know that we will address the
dredging issue before proceeding with clubhouse.
Perhaps we could build a three-season structure in the
corner in the meantime.

Ron wants to make sure everyone knows that we would
own a land-based clubhouse. He cited an erroneous
comment from the Park board that anything we build on
land would belong to the city. That statement was later
reversed, we would own the building.

Wanda reminded us that it is quite difficult to hold large
functions on the "General", hauling food, etc. down, and
getting elderly people down.

Howard repeated Ron's comments.

Dan sent a letter expressing dissatisfaction with where
his boat was moved. He wants to discuss other options.
The operations committee will take his input under
advisement at their next meeting.

End of open forum.

The minutes were accepted as published.

Treasurer's report: Approximately 92% of income is in,
about $30,000 less than last year, expenses down about
$7,000. We have not borrowed from the short term debt.
Accounts receivable at $26,000, accounts payable at
$6,000, long term debt at $591,900. He noted that the
clubhouse fund was used as collateral to help secure the
long term debt, but that we could use it for building the
clubhouse. A motion was made to accept the report,
passed.

Staff reports - Pat: He met with the Taste of Minnesota
people, discussed security and parking. There will be
shuttles running from 7AM to 11PM through the 4th. We
requested 200 parking spots. We can park in the vacant
lot where the Llewelen (sp?) building was. The lower har-
bor parking lot must be clear by  6AM on Thursday. CG

and CGAux personnel in uniform will be admitted to the
upper harbor parking lot.  Lilydale road will be one-way,
from SPYC to Pool and Yacht Club. 
There was a discussion about guest parking passes. Pat
will try to work something out. Members can drop off at
the lower harbor gates up to 2 hours before the events
start, but must not be at the gate more than 15 minutes.

Operations - Gordy: per his report. There may be minimal
dredging while the Raspberry Island work is being done.
Lower harbor docks are installed, although some of the
triangles are not yet decked. There were 4 car break-ins,
2 in the Padelford lot, 2 in the lower harbor. There was a
discussion about the explosion and fire, and a new proce-
dure for fueling. Jim would like a "startup" sheet for
checking the bilge, etc. at the gas dock.

Social - Rich: Needs help on social committee. The
Christmas party will be Dec. 22 at the Pool  and Yacht
Club. (Yes, Christmas party, not Holiday party.)  The steak
fry weekend is in question. We have been having it on
Labor Day.

Membership - Jim: We had a good meeting for new
boater orientation. Thanks to all those who helped. We
had 2 or 3 new boaters who were not there. We need to
get the information to them.

"Green Marina" - Ralph: making progress, need govern-
ment inspection which may be difficult, especially with
people working on their own boats. He estimates 2-3
years to complete. 
He is still working on getting help from the U on the
Hydrology study for the silting problem in the lower har-
bor.

Clubhouse - Jim: reviewed comments, Mark suggested
that a comprehensive cover letter accompany the ballot.
The Commodore will call a special meeting on July 9
regarding the ballot, and perhaps dredging.

Lee - the Saturday history meeting/luncheon was well
attended. A lot of exciting information was presented.

Peter - discussed meeting with Biersheid and correction
regarding club ownership of land-based facility. The city
has put dredging in a budget request for state/federal
funding.

Executive session - Jerry, Jim, Mark, Gordy, Denny,
Peter, office staff will meet to discuss ways to reduce
expenses. No date was set.

Meeting adjourned and 9:10 PM

Respectfully submitted;

A Club House T ale

Recently my good friend Admiral (USN Ret.) Tom Akers, Commodore, Sleepy Hollow Yacht Club, wrote to inquire as to how
our (SPYC) club house project was coming.  His home facilities, The Southern Yacht Club, New Orleans, burned to the
water in Katrina, and they now function out of some temporary pre-fabs, which he says are quite fine.  The bar is open and
the food is as good as it ever was.  

I wrote back, Dear Admiral Akers,

As you will remember, some time ago (8-10 years) there was dock talk that the "General", our club house boat, had outlived
her usefulness, the hull was shot, she won't last many more years, etc..  This was followed by a presentation to members of a
beautifully designed club house perched over the edge of our upper harbor.  What was not to like about it?  Except that it
cost too much and was too close to the water by DNR standards.  Then in 1999 the "General" sank, a fresh water line froze
and burst and down she went, if only 4', the Mississippi is wide but not as deep as one might think.  

This prompted the club (in 2000) to start a fund to replace the "General", even though the sinking had nothing to do with its
hull integrity; oh, wait, to correct myself I think the fancy club house presentation came after the "General" sank, maybe
about ‘02.  This was followed by some serious committee work and another presentation in ‘05 that was also too expensive
and to be honest so poorly presented that nothing happened.  I almost forgot, in ‘04 somebody got the bright idea to use our
club house fund to buy into the plans to rehabilitate the nearby Minnesota Boat Club Building, not such a great idea as it
turned out, fortunately we escaped from that folly.  About this time the club house committee clearly split tacks between
building on land and building on the
water.  Positions hardened and passions
raged: to add some complications the
Parks Department and the local tour boat
company suggested we all join hands and
build a building together...something to
think about. 

So now we have decided to poll the
members on their preference for a land
based building or a boat, this preference
will be added to the mix and we will start
over again to figure out how and why to
replace our much loved "General".  

I hope this letter finds you well, the wind
at your back, and a gin and tonic within
reach.

Peter Kramer, Commodore SPYC
Acting Upper River Commodore,
Sleepy Hollow Yacht Club NOLA

~Office Notes~

Please notify us if you have a trailer in our boat -
yard. There is a $150 charge for storage of  a
trailer for the season. When you pay your trailer
storage we will issue you a tag that must be dis -
played on your trailer . An y  u n pa i d  t r a i l er s a s of
Au gust  1 5 th  w i l l  be l ock ed  u p  a n d  a  p en a l t y  a d ded
to the stor a ge fee.



Let’s have a social
committee meeting on
Tuesday, August 7th.
at 6:30 p.m. on the
General.

I’m looking forward
to setting up for the
September 22nd “end
of summer
bash/swapmeet” in
the boatyard.

All interested people
should attend this
meeting. WE NEED
YOUR HELP! Call me

at 651-291-2799. I’m looking forward to seeing some
new faces on the committee for the second half of this
year.

The History
Committee needs
your help. We
know that the

back channel of Harriet
Island was filled in back in
the early 1950’s. Do you

remember why the city decided to do this? Were you ever on
the island when it was an island? How did people get to and
from the island back then?  If you have any information for us,
please contact Penny Miller by e-mail at pensmiles@aol.com
OR by snail mail at 227 Prescott St., St. Paul, MN 55107.
Thanks!

- U69 Scuttlebutt - Rich’s 
Partytown

This year our Sail - A-
Way to Treasure Island
has been moved to
September 15th. We look
forward to a good ride down
river with cooler temperatures
and great fall scenery. Make
your reservations anytime, call
Wanda at 651-773-5881.

the His tor y My ster y of t he Mont h is...

Har r ie t Island?

Here is the hot and humid weather we all have
been looking for. Hope everyone is enjoying
their summer and is getting to use the boat to
the max. 

Vessel Safety Checks – Only one quarter of
our fleet has turned successful examination
sheets into the office. The club is requiring
that each boat have a current survey, or a
safety inspection performed by either the
coastguard auxiliary (free) or staff (charge)
and proof that the boat meets minimum
requirements of Fire Extinguishers, Ventilation,
Backfire Flame Control (if applicable), Marine
Sanitation Devises (No discharge of untreated
waste possible), Overall Vessel condition:
Clean bilge, electrical system, fuel system, No
automotive parts. Please get these in to the
office if you have not done so yet. By now all
boats should have had an initial check. Every
boat needs to get this done NOW! 

Clubhouse vote – All voting members should
have received a ballot to decide which way we
will proceed with a clubhouse, land or water.
Please be sure to return your ballot on or
before the deadline. This is an important issue
and warrants 100% of the SPYC member par-
ticipation. Thank you for your attention to this
issue.

Security – Three cars were broken into and
property stolen from the lower harbor parking
lots. Keep things out of sight to help prevent
this. Be sure to report any problems to the
police and the office.

Open slips – 17 slips still available for the
2007 season in a variety of sizes and loca-
tions at this time. There is still good boating
weather ahead and we are still offering a
$100.00 credit to any member who refers a
boater who lease a slip at the SPYC.   

Work orders - Please remember that if you
see something that needs attention on the
docks, gates, boat yard, etc.; be sure to fill out
a Work order request. Requests can be found
on the web site or pick one up in the office.  

Tom Kelly – The club lost another respected
member who I was close to when we were
summer live-aboard’s a few slips from each
other in the upper harbor. Tom was a class act
and we named the lift area ‘Kelly’s landing’ in
his honor. 

With that said…Let s go boating!

Gordy

Tom Kelley, St. Paul's river advocate, dies at 81
BY TAD VEZNER  Pioneer Press

With his pensive riverman's
demeanor, Tom Kelley would
ferry his friends - any city,
county, state or federal official
he could bring aboard his hand-
built boat - over the Mississippi
River. Past St. Paul mayors
called it a calming, intellectual
voyage, in which Kelley touted
the need to preserve the water-
way from the encroachment of
private development. 

In the end his clear passion,
quietly expressed, paid off. In
1984, St. Paul's top officials

named Kelley's Landing - on the west end of Harriet
Island - after the man who worked decades to create state
and federal legislation designating swaths of the
Mississippi as a national recreation area. 

Kelley, 81, died of pneumonia Thursday at St. Paul's
United Hospital, according to close friends. 

"Tom's biggest dream was the river," said former St. Paul
Mayor Larry Cohen. "I can close my eyes and see him on
his boat, talking about it. How it would affect generations
to come." 

At the helm of his houseboat, which had wheels on its
bottom for easy road-to-river access, Kelley made fre-
quent trips that were seldom spent in solitude. With a long
history of public service with the city of St. Paul and
Ramsey County, Kelley forged ironclad and powerful
contacts within the DFLParty. Each step of the way,
Kelley kept the river in the corner of his eye - and made
sure others did as well. 

"He would take anybody (on his boat) he could get his
hands on," said longtime partner Kathy Stack. 

Shirley Hunt Alexander, an aide to former U.S. Sen. Dave
Durenberger, noted how crucial Kelley was in getting the
river secured with legislation and, eventually, a communi-
ty conscience. "He was as politically adroit as anybody
I've ever known," said Alexander, touting Kelley's core
attributes: "Bureaucratic know-how, political skills - and
personal passion." 

In 1988 - with the work of Durenberger and U.S. Rep.
Bruce Vento - Congress created the Mississippi National
River and Recreation Area: 72 miles of riverway from

Hastings to Dayton. It gave federal weight to the state's
Critical Areas Act, passed the decade before, which set
guidelines for government entities around the river. 

The fear of federal oversight was often countered by
Kelley's boat trips, Stack noted. 

Kelley was first elected Ramsey County auditor in 1966,
then went on to become county administrator, St. Paul
city administrator and deputy commissioner of finance,
and, finally, director of the city's department of communi-
ty services before retiring in 1984. During his multiple
tenures he helped revise both the city and county charters,
helped convert vast swaths of unclaimed areas to public
lands and parks, and systemized the city's property main-
tenance program. 

"They said he dragged them kicking and screaming out of
the Stone Age," Stack said of government officials. 

"Tom didn't like to get tied up in small things. His ideas
were: save the river, make city government work," said
Cohen, who served on the Ramsey County Board when
Kelley was county administrator. 

"He was 30 years ahead of his time, at least," added for-
mer St. Paul Mayor George Latimer. "Tom was an intel-
lectual; he always thought larger than the individual con-
flict. And he just persisted." 

As for the river, "It took me a long time to understand his
vision. I think it took a lot of people a long time to under-
stand," Latimer added. 

By the time Kelly retired, 18 miles of the riverfront were
owned by either St. Paul or Ramsey County. That done,
Kelley took long seafaring trips in his sailboat - far from
the Mississippi. Proudly touting his Payne Avenue birth,
Kelley dropped out of high school at age 17 to join the
Navy during World War II. He was stationed at Pearl
Harbor just after the Japanese attack. 

After the war, he returned to the Twin Cities to earn
degrees in political science and history from the
University of Minnesota. He traveled to Chicago and
Washington to work as a reporter, before returning to the
Twin Cities to work for WCCO. He then started his career
with the government. 

In addition to Stack, he is survived by sons Daniel and
Paul Kelley, and Brendan Ballou; daughters Kate Kelley,
Marilyn Kallman and Roberta Morrow; and nine grand-
children. 

Memorial arrangements are pending.

Richie


