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General Meeting Tuesday, August 8th at 7:30 p.m. On the General
Board Meeting Monday, August 28th at 7:00 p.m. On the General
Winter Storage Bills Sent Friday, August 1st SPYC Office
General Meeting Tuesday, September 12th at 7:30 p.m. On the General
Board Meeting Monday, September 25th at 7:00 p.m. On the General
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ANCHOR & LINE
The Saint Paul Yacht Club was founded in 1912 as the Saint Paul Motor Boat Club for the purpose of fostering a greater interest in
motor boating and the Mississippi River.  In 1934 the club adopted its present name, S.P.Y.C., and continues more than 90 years of
service to its members and the community.

St.PaulYachtClub
Dedicated to safe and affordable boating through cooperative efforts...

FOUNDED 1912

100 Yacht Club Rd. B-1, St. Paul, MN 55107

Pirat es of  t he M ississippi
A few weeks ago when I arrived for work the above pictured vessel was anchored in our upper har -
bor near the General. As you can see, they were clearly displaying the universal symbol of all
Buccaneers (see arrow).  Having just seen the movie “Pirates of the Caribbean”, I didn’t know what
to think. P erhaps they were here for plunder; perhaps they were running from the authorities; per -
haps they were even looking for a place to bury a treasure. As it turns out, they encountered engine
trouble and needed ser vice help. Dana Marine was able to get them running later that af ternoon,
and they were back on course to their stated destination - New Orleans!! - edi tor

?



- U69 Scuttlebutt - 
I hope everyone is making the most of the great summer
we are having. I’m sure the gas prices ($3.50 per gal.)
are keeping some people from leaving the slip but it is
nice to be on the boat and on the water even if it doesn’t
go anywhere. 

Insurance vouchers – The office needs a current insur-
ance voucher on record for each boat in the harbor again
this year. The list of boats without, as of the 7/24 board
meeting, was small compared to this time last year. If
you have yours in, Thanks! If you don’t, get it in now!  

Vessel Safety Checks – Very few boats (15%) have
turned in proof to the office that there boat has had and
passed the basic safety check. The club is requiring that
each boat have a current survey, or a safety inspection
performed by either the coastguard auxiliary (free) or
staff (charge) and proof that the boat meets minimum
requirements of Fire Extinguishers, Ventilation, Backfire
Flame Control (if applicable), Marine Sanitation Devises
(No discharge of untreated waste possible), Overall
Vessel condition: Clean bilge, electrical system, fuel sys-
tem, No automotive parts. Please get these in to the
office if you have not done so yet.

The GENERAL– Many members of the board and
clubhouse committee have looked at another boat that
could replace the General. It was decided at the last
clubhouse and board meetings that this was not the rout
the club should go to resolve the clubhouse issue. Now
we need to get the General cleaned up and painted.
Some of this work was started during the nail away and
by staff. If you have time to work on it there will be a
list of things to be done posted by the door. If you com-
plete a task check it off the list. Supplies and tools are in
the pilot house. If you need other supplies let the office
know. We are also looking for capable people to finish
the men’s room. If you would like to take this project
on, contact Pat in the office. Thank you to anyone that
can help out.

Pull out – I know no one wants to talk about this, but
the earlier you schedule, the better chance you have of
getting the day/ week you want to come out.  It is not
too early to schedule your pull. I’ll get more information
in next months A&L. 

Security – There have been a few vehicles broken into
in the lower harbor. Please be sure to keep valuables out
of sight to avoid temptation. Also, report incidents to the
police so there is a record that could result in more
patrols in the area.

With that said…let’s go boating!

Gordy Mergens

Sunshine Report
Terry Williams passes on news of the death of his brother Frank in
Australia. Terry also welcomes a new grandson, Dove Angelo
Williams.

We are sad to report the death of Julie Marr one’s father.

Wanda Pichelmanis back in good health. Please thank her for manag-
ing the Sail-A-Way again this year.

Hello, fellow boaters!

Boy, this high heat and humidity just continues.  And, the river is
really low for this time of year.  If it goes any lower I’ll be able to
find some of my tools that have taken ‘a dip’ over the years.   Well,
despite the extreme heat, I hope you’re still able to get out, catch
a breeze and enjoy boating.  

Friendly Reminder Safety Concerns: Remember to wear or have
an appropriate PFD readily available for everyone on your boat
each time you go out on the river. 

A couple of cars were broken into in the LH recently.  I’m told that
valuables were in full view.  For your own sake, remember to
remove or safely store things out of sight.  And, if you are unfortu-
nate enough to be a victim of a break-in, be sure to report it to the
police right away. 

Check all gas and exhaust lines and connections on your boat fre-
quently.  Running the boat can loosen things and your safety is
worth the few extra minutes it takes. 

Don’t run on the docks.  And remind guests (both kids and adults)
not to do so either. 

If you have an enclosed cabin or canvas top on your boat be
especially careful with carbon monoxide build up.  Use a CO2
detector, if possible, and know the signs of possible CO2 poison-
ing.  It only takes a few minutes for people to be in serious trouble.
I’ve seen it happen. 

Get a marine radio, even a handheld model, for your boat and
learn how to use it properly. 

Have GREAT respect for tows and barges on the river.  Learn how
to approach, pass and follow them safely and never get too close
to them.  Communicate with tow operators (Channel 13 on your
marine radio) and know what the various boating whistles mean. 

If you have questions about boating safety, talk with one of our
members who is in the Coast Guard Auxiliary, take a safe boating
course asap, or get advice from an experienced boater who knows
safe boating guidelines and rules.     

At the July General Membership meeting Hokan Miller spoke to us
about how to safely boat with commercial traffic on the river.  It is
a very important topic and we really appreciate Hokan sharing his
knowledge and experience with us.  Also, at the July meeting I
mentioned that Board members and Clubhouse committee mem-
bers were assessing a used excursion boat as a possible replace-
ment for the General.  That facility is no longer under considera-
tion.

Remember:  the next general membership meeting is on Tuesday,
August 8 at 7:30 P.M.  (7:00 P.M. for refreshments.)

I hope everyone who made the annual sail-away trip down to
Treasure Island had a great time.

Hope to see you on the docks and out on the River.  Have a great,
safe boating month.

Lee

Meeting Minutes St. Paul Yacht Club Board
Meeting of June 

Jim M, Peter K, Gordy M, Lee P, Dennis S, Pat M,
Howard D, Bob D, Greg D, Lyle P, Keith H, Ron Hilson
present.

Taste Of Minnesota, Pat M - for parking, the lower harbor
cars may be parked in the gravel lot SPYC is to put trash
in the T.O.M. dumpsters. Lilydale Road will be available
to SPYC members. Boats MUSTstay in assigned slips.

Replacement gas pumps have a bid pending of approxi-
mately $900 per pump. Operations committee recom-
mends replacement, approved on voice vote. A recommen-
dation from operations that the gas dock attendants wear
PFDs in the gas dock was discussed. Recommendation
pass 5 to 3 on a show of hands.

Roger's report as submitted.

Treasurer's report as submitted, with the following discus-
sion:
There will be a revised credit policy presented next
month.
A payment plan was accepted. A letter to another member
issuing a deadline of July 10 to pay amount due or vacate
the harbor. A letter to a live-aboard that the past due
amount is impacting his ability to remain a live-aboard
boater.

Operations Report - Pat M., per report with the following
discussion: There will be no Saturday office hours. A
reminder to file police reports for any problems

Membership Will Steger will make a presentation at the
August 8 meeting. For the July 11 meeting, Hokan Miller
will present a talk on sharing the river with barge traffic.
Approximately 8-10 new boaters were not at the orienta-
tion. Howard D. said he would take them and the presen-
ters on a boat ride/orientation meeting.

Social: Sailaway to Treasure Island on July 29-30. 20
rooms are available now. Slips and rooms must be
reserved by July 15.

Commodore's report - Lee A letter re: dredging will be
sent to the city. Should we copy city council members and
the Mayor's staff? Discussion ensued. Our proposal for
transient docks just below the upper harbor entrance was
discussed with Dave Thune. Commodore recommended
pursuing the catamaran dinner boat for sale at Hub's
Marina. Discussion ensued. The clubhouse committee
should review the information and schedule a trip to
examine the boat.

No Executive Session

Respectfully submitted, Dennis Sando, Secretary

- Commodore’ s Repor t -

Rescheduled meeting with Polar Explorer-in-
Residence Will Steger. 

 
 

 
Will Steger, famed explorer and SPYC 
member will be guest speaker at our 
August 8 General meeting, 7:30 on the 
General. 
 
Will holds many job titles—educator, writer, 
photographer, and lecturer. But polar explorer is 
perhaps his best known and hardest-won. Steger 
first reached the North Pole in 1986, leading a team 
of six by dogsled. He returned again in 1995, while 
crossing the Arctic Ocean from Russia to Ellesmere 

Island, Canada, with a team of five by dogsled and specially adapted canoes. He has 
also kayaked thousands of miles of northern rivers, including the Peace, MacKenzie, 
and Yukon. 
 
Steger received recognition and numerous honors for record setting explorations and 
interactive educational initiatives. He joins Amelia Earhart, Robert Peary, Roald 
Amundsen and Jacques-Yves Cousteau in receiving the National Geographic Society's 
John Oliver La Gorce Medal for "accomplishments in geographic exploration, in the 
sciences, and for public service to advance international understanding". 
 
Will has testified before Congress on polar and environmental issues, and is co-founder 
of the Global Center for Environmental Education at Hamline University.  
 
A new member of the SPYC, Will now resides on his houseboat in the Lower Harbor.  
He looks forward to meeting many of our Club’s members.   

Boat Remodeling
Fine Interior Woodworking & Cabinetry

Detailed Craftsmanship by Dave McKusick

612¥670¥4859
dave@crescentdesign.net

crescentdesign.net  
Licensed & Insured #20445972



1985 Bayliner2450 24’
V8 power, Volvo I/O. Decent shape, seized by SPYC for back slip fees. Slip avail-

able for 2006 season.  $6,000  Call 651-292-8964

40' River Queen
1968 steel hull FB T-210 A/C Gen VHF Depth.  

Many updates.  SPYC slip rights.
$27,900. Call 651-436-4454

1988 Sea Ray 268 Sundancer

Excellent condition. 7.4 Mercruiser engine, portable airconditioner,
head w/shower, VHF radio, hot water heater, battery charger, full
camper canvas with screens, depth finder, new stereo w/CD, bow
ladder, trim tabs. Includes dual axle trailer with new tires

$16,500 orbest offer. Call 651-380-7862 or651-388-0217

1978 Chris Craft Catalina 28’

Twin 4 cylinder Mercruiser inboards. Air Conditioner, new head, nice condition.
Full canvas with camper top. Sale Price: $13,900 Ted Toso 612-801-1798

Carver Santego Model 3067  LOA
35’

T/260hp Merc I/Os, Low Hours, New Batteries, Air/Heat, Generator, Stereo
and Marine Radio. Halogen System. Sleeps Five, Full Galley w/Microwave,
Large Head w/shower, Slide-out Bar. Radar Arch & Full Bridge Enclosure
(like new) plus Custom Canvas on Lower Deck. Very Clean & Fast (40mph).
$39,500 - Contact Bill “W oody” Woodruff 651-336-8657
wewoodruff@comcast.net 

1999 Monterey 276 Cruiser
Price: $ 44,500 Includes 2-Axle Custom Trailer Overall Length
29'0"  Beam 9'6" Twin Mercruiser 4.3L190 hp. H & C Water ,
Head , Shower, Camper Canvas, Travel cover, Refrigerator,
Stove , Microwave, Coffee Maker, VHF, Depthfinder, GPS, Fuel
Flow Meter, Trim Tabs, Stereo/CD, W/S Wiper, Search Light
Contact: Dirk   763/574-2233

“Anna Marie” 
1992 Thompson Adventurer 2900

Twin 5.7 mercruisers, AC, Low hours, $26,900
Bill & Mary Pat Gibbs, 763-525-1485

Fine Interior Woodworking & CabinetryClassic fiberglass 1965 28' Uniflight Cruiserwith twin 120 hp
Mercruisers.Hardtop, full camper covers,full size head and galley.

Sleeps six,with convertible dinette,bunk beds and enclosed 
v-berth.Mahogany interior. Lots of updates including newer Alpha
drives this year.

Call Dave at 612-670-4859 or 651-487-4138.Asking $8000 
for ÒLoggerhead.ÓAlso included: custom trailer.

Fine Interior Woodworking & Cabinetry1969 classic 16' Owensrunaboutwith 1976 85 hp Mercury
outboard motor complete with Shorelander trailer. Motor has not
been started for 2 years but was a good running re-built in 2000
and used little since then.Transom has rip in fiberglass and needs
some repair. Cool boat needs a little TLC!

Call Dave at 612-670-4859 or 651-487-4138.Asking $1450.

For Sale
1981 Bayliner Victoria 27’Cruiser. 260 Mercruiser V8,
stove, bath w/shower, fridge, dinette, professionally
reupholstered. VERY GOOD CONDITION! $6000. 760-
898-8332 or 612-703-1702

42’ Carlcraft Houseboat
1972 42’Carlcraft, twin 220 hp Crusaders, interior newly renovat-
ed, updated helm with new gauges & GPS unit. Large head with
bath/shower/flushing toilet, new AC, full galley with new refrig,
bedroom with queen size Select Comfort bed & built in dresser.
Have your summer cabin in the city. Comes with slip rights at
SPYC. $32,500 call Bob & Sheri Schmidt at 651-747-6654

Saint Paul Yacht Club Membership

As we enjoy this season of good boating, the attention of
the Membership Committee turns to induction of new
members into the St Paul Yacht Club.  Invitations will be
sent to boaters in good standing who have completed a
year of Associate Membership, and every year a number
of boaters choose to become Full Members. 

Membership in the St Paul Yacht Club is a rare privilege.
For ninety-five years members of the St Paul Yacht Club,
and it's predecessor the St Paul Motor Boat Club, have
proudly flown their distinctive burgees.    

Today as our club continues to re-outfit existing docks and
build new slips, we are becoming a point of pride for our
city.  St Paul is turning itself toward the Mississippi and in
doing so has rediscovered Harriet Island and it's crowning
jewel, the St Paul Yacht Club.  The members of our club
have participated in this renewed spirit of discovery and
have every right to be proud of their investment in our
community.    

We often speak of the benefits of being a Full Member of
the SPYC, such as voting rights, ability to hold office on
the Board of Directors, slip and storage discounts, and
having the option to transfer your slip if you sell your boat.
These are important and desirable benefits that make full
membership a practical choice.  

The more significant benefit is the satisfaction that comes
with investing in something worthwhile and wholesome for
our fellow boaters and our community.  Together we are
better! Becoming a Full Member is way of personally say-
ing we intend to be in full partnership with the past, pres-
ent and future of the SPYC.  

Jim McGowan, 
SPYC Membership Chair
651 641-1217


