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ANCHOR & LINE
The Saint Paul Yacht Club was founded in 1912 as the Saint Paul Motor Boat Club for the purpose of fostering a greater interest in
motor boating and the Mississippi River.  In 1934 the club adopted its present name, S.P.Y.C., and continues more than 90 years of
service to its members and the community.

St.PaulYachtClub
Dedicated to safe and affordable boating through cooperative efforts...

FOUNDED 1912

Anchor & Line
S.P.Y.C.
100 Yacht Club Road, B1
Saint Paul  MN 55107
651-292-8964

Please submit articles, stories, photos,
etc. to the Editor, S.P.Y.C., 100 Yacht
Club Road B-1 Saint Paul,  MN 55107
E-mail: SPYClub@qwest.net
Web:http://stpaulyachtclub.org

Deadline
Articles must be submitted by the 
25th of the month for publication the
following month. 

Roger Anderson, Editor
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August Calendar

Social Committee Meeting Wednesday, August 3rd at 7:00 p.m. On the General
TGIF Friday, August 5th at 6:30 p.m. On the General
General Meeting Tuesday, August 9th at 7:30 p.m. On the General
Operations Committee Meeting Wednesday, August 17th at 5:00 pm SPYC Office
Membership Committee Meeting Thursday, August 18th, 6:30 p.m. SPYC Office
Board Meeting Monday, August 22nd at 7:00 p.m. SPYC Office
TGIF Friday, September 2nd at 6:30 p.m. On the General
Labor Day Steak Fry Monday, September 5th at 4:00 p.m. SPYC Boatyard
Social Committee Meeting Wednesday, September 7th at 7:00 p.m. On the General
General Meeting Tuesday, September 13th at 7:30 p.m. On the General
Membership Committee Meeting Thursday, September 15th, 6:30 p.m. SPYC Office
Operations Committee Meeting Wednesday, September 21st at 5:00 pm SPYC Office
Board Meeting Monday, September 26th at 7:00 p.m. SPYC Office

100 Yacht Club Rd. B-1, St. Paul, MN 55107

May 21st Nail-A-Way
Thanks to all who participated!



SPYC Board Meeting Minutes June 27, 2005 7:00 p.m. aboard the General

Meeting called to Order: Quorum present. Present:  M.J. Babcock, Greg DenBleyker, Bob Draine, Dick Fischer, Liz Garland, Anne
Hofmann, George Letness, Gordy Mergens, Lee Pfeilsticker, Dennis Sando, Terry Williams.  Staff:  Pat Michaud.  Absent:   Roger Anderson

A.  Reading of the Minutes:Correction to the minutes under Operations report:  "At least one of the recent accidents would have been caught
by a safety check.” Motion made by D.S., seconded by G.L., to accept the minutes from the May 23, 2005 meeting as amended. Motion car-
ried.

B.  Open Forum: No open forum.

C.  Executive Session.

D.  Strategic Planning: M.J. Babcock. There was much discussion regarding the role of the Board and the divisiveness that can result when
there are some people "in the know" and the rest who aren't.  Included in the discussion was the difference between correspondence that needs
Board approval and correspondence that can be sent at the behest of the Commodore. Following are points clarified during the discussion:
Even though we discussed sending a survey, we did not give final approval for the questions, nor did we give approval for a small representa-
tive group to make the final decision. The Commodore does not have the authority to make decisions in the name of the Board without its
approval.  Our By-laws state:  The Commodore shall preside at all meetings of the membership and shall have general charge and control over
the affairs of the Corporation, subject to the Board of Directors. The difference between the survey and the information taped to all of the boats
regarding clean up of boats/docks was that as a Board, we approved a motion from the Operation's Committee that outlined those appearance
regulations therefore it was Board sanctioned.  It was also noted that when we send out information, context is critical in how messages are
received.

Motion made by D. F., seconded by G. L.:  any future materials that go out to the membership on behalf of the Board need to be reviewed and
approved by the full Board or in the event there are extenuating circumstances (time, etc.), approval may be given by email. 6 yeas, 4 nays.
Motion passed. Next month we will address the Financial and Operations plans. (45 minutes) M.J. Babcock will also present a reworked "role
of the board" for approval.

Staff Reports: Pat Michaud  R. Anderson attached a written staff report to the Board mailing. Pat reviewed info for the Taste of MN regarding
parking, etc. Motion made by G. D., and seconded by L.G. for the following standing rule:  members and/or guests may not set up dispensary
stations, large or small, on the docks or fingers for the purpose of serving alcoholic drinks.  Motion carried.  Note:  this standing rule rein-
forces the park rule that states the same. P. Michaud will be setting up appointments to check all boats are running; 6 slips are still open; capi-
tal improvements are 95% done.

Operations: Gordy Mergens. Motion from Operations for the following wording change to the Credit Policy to include (See Standing Rules
appendix B, Appearance & Maintenance Standards.) after the sentence "whose boat is not properly maintained, neat and unobtrusive in appear-
ance."  Motion carried. Denny Sando made the rounds of the docks and has page and a half of notes he will pass on to Operations.

Membership: Liz Garland. New Member Orientation was a great success.  Board commended Liz Garland on great job. Membership is wait-
ing for the surveys to be returned to determine their course of action.

Social: Anne Hofmann. Memorial Day picnic was a great success!  Congrats to the chefs!!! (Pat & Gordy)  We made around $700.00. The
first TGIF held on the River Grill was also a great success.  Go Anne! July 8th will be the next TGIF with the pirate theme that will also host a
"rum off." A. Hofmann is getting info for the Christmas party.  A pancake breakfast for August or September was also suggested.

Commodore Report: Lee Pfeilsticker. Staff will not be doing pump outs during the summer. There was a question regarding fishing in the
harbors.  This was referred to Operations for a recommendation. G. DenBleyker commended P. Michaud on a great job and suggested he take a
few days off following the Taste.  The Board also expressed appreciation for his work. The Marina is looking for full time replacement for
Doug Husak's position.  Rick has been out because of health problems so this has been a difficult operations time for staff.

Meeting Adjourned at 9:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted: M.J. Babcock 

A MEMORIAL

Last winter when Steve Harmon was fighting cancer he often looked out on
the Mississippi River from his “perch”, as he called it. The perch, a part of
his bedroom, gave him a view of the temporary construction site for the I-35E
bridge recently completed. The site had been returned to a flat area just
adjacent to the bridge (mile 843.3 on the left descending bank). We talked of
waving to him from the river this summer as he recuperated and eventually
bringing him with us as his strength returned. We suggested the name of
“Harmony Beach” for the small open area. Steve died on February 9th of this
year.

After an evening of reconnaissance and depth finding with Bob and Suzie
McAdams and Skip and Becky Mosby, we (Truman and Barbara) went out
on Memorial Day with two of Steve’s six children, Preston and Carrie
Harmon and two of his dock buddies, Glenn and Judy Oelerking, took a
wreath to “Harmony Beach” and attached it to a tree with dedications on it.
We walked the area. It certainly was a peaceful and beautiful place as was
Steve. We all felt it was appropriate to remember him there.

The hope is that boaters who knew Steve Harmon and his love of boating will
give a tip of the hat, a toot of the horn, or stop for a spell at “Harmony
Beach”. Perhaps anchor alongside or cook some hot dogs, which is what he
would have done. A place of peace and quiet, a tribute to a wonderful human
being, Steve Harmon.

Truman Howell (Steve’s cousin)

-U59 Scuttlebutt- 

We are turning the corner on summer and heading to the last leg and Labor Day. It just amasses me how fast this year is going.
Hope everyone is enjoying the hot weather and getting some boating in. 

Break-ins – I’m sorry to report that several vehicles have been broken into. All the lots; upper, lower and boat yard have been
hit. Please be sure to report these so the police department is aware and possibly increase patrols.  

Insurance – The office is in the process of verifying insurance vouchers. Roger does not have vouchers for about 30% of our
boats. In the after math of the fires, insurance is an important issue we are addressing. Remember it’s not just your boat that
could be affected; it is also the boats around you. 

Survey – If you didn’t return your survey yet please do so quickly a committee is about to start tallying responses. This is a
good way to let the board know where the club stands in your eyes.

Safety–I mentioned in an earlier article that the Operations team is recommending that everyone have the Coastguard Auxiliary
safety check to help identify potential problems on your vessel.  Many boats have been inspected and came through with flying
colors. A few had potentially dangerous conditions that where identified and corrected. This is a good thing. The Coast Guard
(not the Auxiliary) has upped their quota for inspections in these waters to 500. The fine can be up to $700 for each violation
they find. It really makes sense to have the Auxiliary do the safety check for free and tell you what you could get fined for, so
you can get it corrected without any additional cost.

With that said…let’s go boating!
Gordy Mergens

Sunshine Report
Next time you see Bob Wolter congratulate him on his
pair of new knees received earlier in July. Bob is
recovering nicely

Dottie and Jack Merwin are back in town, and Jack is
largely recovered from his knee problems.

Please keep Denny Penmanin your prayers as he goes
in for another heart procedure at the VA Hospital. If
you have had Denny do any projects for you, you’re
aware of what a great craftsman he is as well as a great
guy. 



CAPTAIN’S DELIGHT, 1976 33’Carver
Mariner. 12’ beam, flybridge, twin 255 hp
engines, 6.5 KWgen set, VHF radio. Sleeps
8, hot water, full head w/stand up shower,
many extras. COMES WITH COVERED
SLIP Don Folsom 651-784-7840

42’ Whitcraft
Houseboat

Liveaboard sta-
tus. Steel hull,
beautiful interior.
Twin 80 hp
Volvo I/Os. 

$28,000 Call 952-484-9278

1970 40’River
Queen Houseboat
Excellent condition,
$30,000. 1997 12ft
fiberglass Carolina
Skiff w/2000
Mariner 15hp motor

and trailer $2500. 2000 40’Slip cover, slip UH65 $4000

Total value $36,500. Buy all three for $34,500 today!
Lyn Parker 612-377-7454

1990 BaylinerCiera

22’ Cuddy Cabin
New 350 engine w/sterndrive

Full canvas cover, trailer, depthfind-
er, stereo, porta-potti - 

ready to go!
Option on a St. Croix slip available,

consider trades for a larger boat.
$10,000

Call 612-867-7653

1993 54’Skipperliner
Twin 454 350 hp Mercruiser drives

Sleeps 8, 2 heads
Slip available at the St. Paul Yacht Club

$149,000
Call 651-292-1869

1972 41' Chris
Commander.
Great shape, 

recently refitted. 
7.5 Kohler gen. and

new 2000 watt
inverter. 

$64,900 or $70,000 w/new 50' covered slip. 

Contact Don Gussler 612-388-2302 cell or 
651-351-0129 home. 

- Commodore’ s Repor t -

The answer to the age-old question is: Yes.  It’s
been warm enough for me! 

It seems that the recent Taste of MN festival went
a little more smoothly than last year from the
SPYC‘s perspective.  RE the parking situation dur-
ing the festival, thanks to everyone who made
accommodations for the limited number of spaces
we had available near our harbors.  I also want to
thank Pat and his staff for laying out and chalk-
marking an orderly, space efficient area in the UH
parking lot.  It looked neat and helped people park
in a convenient, space-saving manner.  Speaking of
the UH parking lot/yard area, you may have
noticed that the mounds of extra fill dirt have been
removed from the West end of the yard.  That’s
going to allow us more space for boat storage
(more income potential) this fall.  And, it just looks
a lot better, too!

I encourage you to attend upcoming social events
at the Club, meet new boaters, see “old” friends,
and just generally enjoy yourself.  The Social
Committee has done a great job of planning some
fun TGIFs and a new feature, Movie Nights.  It’s
good to keep changing and innovating.

Old reminder, but always useful: Please be careful
and avoid leaving “attractive” items in plain sight
in your parked vehicle.   We’ve recently had more
car break-ins in all our parking lots.  The other
important issue here is, IF it happens to you,
REPORT it to the Police.  It’s really important for
the Police to know when, where and how often this
is happening so they can assist us and possibly pre-
vent future thefts/damage.

An update on the Survey sent recently to all SPYC
boaters:  If you want your input re the SPYC and
it’s services and activities included in our current
information gathering, please have your completed
survey in the Office no later than Monday, August
8.  You can, of course, provide the Office with any
updates on your personal contact information and
your available skills at any time. 

Hope to see you down at Treasure Island this week-
end.  It’s always a good time.

Thanks, Lee    

operations notes

New standing ruleas passed by the SPYC board at the
June 27th, 2005 meeting: “Members and/or guests may
not set up dispensary stations, large or small, on the
docks or fingers for the purpose of serving alcoholic
drinks.”

Anyone owning a boat trailerthat is stored in our yard,
please help us identify it! Please mark yourname on
your trailer , or call us with your plate numbers.

Reminder that you are required to have your boat insured
with a minimum $300,000 liability policy, and supply us
with a copy of the insurance certificate. We will be con-
tacting you if we don’t have proof of insurance on file,
and you will not be offered winter storage unless we
have current insurance information.

Please inform us if your slip will be vacant for any period
of time. We may be able to use it as a transient spot. If you
make note of yourstarting and ending meterreadings,
we will deduct any transient electric usage from your
bill.

We will be discontinuing open account charging at the
gas dock effective August 15th, 2005. Our gasoline sup-
plier has tightened their payment terms and this puts the
club in a position of paying for pumped gas well before the
money is collected from customers. To do this during a
cash poor time of the year like June, July, and August
requires us to use our short term credit line to essentially
finance member's gas usage. The situation is aggravated by
the fact that each load of fuel coming in is around 25%
more expensive than just one year ago, requiring that much
more cash flow - a trend that will likely continue. Personal
checks, cash, and credit cards will continue to be accepted
at the gas dock.

A note on the surveys recently sent out:

1. If you still haven’t returned yours, do so. Please get it in
by August 8th.

2. The surveys will be tabulated by a cross section of
board members.

3. Call Anne Hofman or Liz Garland if you want to be
involved in tabulating and presenting the findings.

4. Upon completion, the surveys will be presented in a
summary form with detailed comments available for
review in the office.



SPYC Social Page

All SPYC Members Invited!

Pisces Dream

TGIF Floating Trailer Park 
Hot Dawg & Corn Feed!

Down to the General...we’ll be playin’ bingo, cake
walk, and 50/50 raffle. bring ya’ own choice of
drinks, we’ll have hot dawgs an’ corn fer sale. 

wear yer best redneck trailer park attire.
6:30 pm, august 5th 
jest cost ya 5 bucks!

Hootenanny-Bonfire

Labor Day Steak Fry

SPYC Outside Movie Night!

That’s right, for the September TGIF
(September 2nd) we’ll have a bonfire with
s’mores and a real old time Hootenanny with
folk songs and beatniks. Cool!

September 2nd at 6:30 PMon the General.
BYOB, and bring a dish to share. Bonfire lights
when dark.

“Kumby ya my Lord, Kumby ya
Oh Lord Kumby ya”

Monday, September 5th, 4:00 p.m. in the boatyard. 
Music by Dana Isaacs & Immaculate Contraption.
Grilled steaks, corn, potatoes, salad, pop. BYOB.

~$10 per plate~

Something new! SPYC Outside Movie Night on the top of the
General, third Friday of each month starting at dusk. 
Classic movies, pop corn available, BYOB.  Wow!

STARTS AUGUST 19TH!

*We’re trying to put togetheran art show in conjunction with this event featuring well known Minnesota artist and one time SPYC MemberJoe Blaha

Volunteers needed to bring cakes/desert!
call Anne @ 651-338-2261


