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General Meeting* Tuesday, April 13th at 7:30 p.m. Wigington Pavilion
Slip balance due Thursday, April 15th SPYC Office
Board Meeting Monday, April 26th at 7:00 p.m. SPYC Office
Commodore’s Ball Saturday, May 8th at 6:30 pm Padelford Landing
New Boater Orientation Saturday, May 15th at 10 a.m. Wigington Pavilion

*Note: The April general meeting is scheduled for the Wigington Pavilion on Harriet Island due to the General being unavailable.
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ANCHOR & LINE
The Saint Paul Yacht Club was founded in 1912 as the Saint Paul Motor Boat Club for the purpose of fostering a greater interest in
motor boating and the Mississippi River.  In 1934 the club adopted its present name, S.P.Y.C., and continues more than 90 years of
service to its members and the community.

St.PaulYachtClub
Dedicated to safe and affordable boating through cooperative efforts...

FOUNDED 1912

100 Yacht Club Rd. B-1, St. Paul, MN 55107

Anchor & Line
S.P.Y.C.
100 Yacht Club Road, B1
Saint Paul  MN 55107
651-292-8964

Please submit articles, stories, photos,
etc. to the Editor, S.P.Y.C., 100 Yacht
Club Road B-1 Saint Paul,  MN 55107
E-mail: Office@spyc-mn.org
Web:http://stpaulyachtclub.org

Deadline
Articles must be submitted by the 
25th of the month for publication the
following month. 

Roger Anderson, Editor How high’s the water Mama?



From the Management...

Well...the high water has come and gone and we’re still here
in one piece. That’s certainly something to be happy about.
The pictures show the extent that the water came up into the
yard, for future reference that much water represents a level
of 18.4’ or 702’ sea level.

My original guess that we’d need to move about 20 boats was
pretty accurate, but since we didn’t feel like gambling with
Mother Nature and other people’s money, we ended up doing
some extra work. Sometimes that’s just part of being pru -
dent. 

Now that things are returning to normal, I’ll talk about the
things that we’d normally be talking about now. 

Launch - A good number of boats are already in so we have
an early start this year. If we didn’t move you or have re-
blocked you from the street think about getting started on
whatever it is you need to get done before launch. We’ll
launch one or two days a week until demand picks up so call
me to schedule.

CGA Inspections - The flood has delayed this a little but
we’re not ignoring the safety inspections. I know the SPYC
Board is demanding that ALL boats be inspected this year
and I stand with them in achieving 100 % compliance.

Orientation - New boater orientation will take place
Saturday, May 15th from 10 am to Noon at the Harriet
Island Pavilion. New boaters will receive an invitation, 
attendance is required.

Roger

Welcome to the flood of 2010. This is the fifth one for me
and they are all unique in their own way. This one is earlier
than the others I’ve experienced. Seelevel was put in icy
water on St. Patrick’s Day and after trying to maneuver in
the ice locked upper harbor for a while I headed down to the
Miller Dock. The river was fast, log and ice riddled, and I
was a little uncomfortable going it alone after just putting
the boat in the water a few minutes earlier. I made it and
have a great story to embellish for years to come. 

I know everyone else’s season is not starting out real well
either. Some of you are in the water and don’t want to be.
Some are on the street, which is no place for a boat. Our live
aboard community is without power at this time. As we go
through this natural inconvenience, let’s all keep our heads
on strait and make the best of a bad situation. 

The club needs to thank the staff and the members who took
time out to come down and help with flood preparation. We

had a great turn out of volunteers both veterans (what’s the
big deal?) and rookies (WOW! It’s going how high?).

This is not over either. We still might have 2-3 weeks before
we start getting back to normal. If you can stand a boat
watch or want to help putting the boat yard back together,
call the office and let Roger know.

Lastly, there is always extra expense when floods occur, so
there could be an assessment to each boater once the final
cost is established. 

Thanks again to everyone, we really do have a great club,
you are all proving it once again during the flood of 2010.    

With that said…let’s go boating…when the water goes
down. 

GORDY

- Commodore’ s Repor t -

St Paul Yacht Club 
Clubhouse Committee progress report    3/22/10

The Clubhouse Committee had a meeting on Monday 3/15/10. In attendance was Mark Mosby, Richard
Felsheim, Rick Kapplehoff, Jim Johnson, Roger Anderson & Dave McKusick. 

The General has a potential buyer for $6000. Roger is trying to get together with him and the broker to
make the sale.

The 10% deposit and signed contract has been submitted to Morton Buildings. They are now working
on the engineering drawings and we should receive them within the next couple weeks.

We determined what structural components will be needed to bolt the Morton Building post brackets to
the platform and welded those components in place on the platform under the entire building perimeter.

Now complete, 18 sections have been hauled to the plater for galvanizing. Rick & Tom will get as many
as possible to them before the flood so they won't be in the way. We discussed the procedure we would
follow when we go to the assembly process. 

1. Bolt 3 sections wide x 40' long assembly in the boat yard.
2. Dry fit adjoining sections that mate to these and re-drill any holes which do not align properly.
3. Cold galvanize any re-drilled holes.
4. Use old slings and travel lift to lower into water
5. Proceed with assembly process in the Upper Harbor

Elliot from Morton asked that we provide a safety railing around the platform when construction on the
building starts. We will also need to provide several sections of temporary dock sections around the
perimeter. 

Mark is getting current pricing on 16 gauge galvanized sheet steel which will serve as the top of the
platform and provide a surface in which to spray the urethane insulation under the clubhouse interior
deck/floor. 

We discussed where we are at in terms of the budget, and have enough money in the account to get
through phase one. Roger stated that phase two could be possibly self-financed with funds borrowed
from the club.

Next months meeting we will discuss the following:

1. Review engineering drawings from Morton
2. Revise interior floor plan including placement of the back service door, laundry and restrooms.
3. Quantity and placement of awning windows on back side of building.
4. Plumbing and wet wall considerations
5. Utility room "bump-out" on back of building 

We will meet again in mid April.

Respectfully submitted,
David McKusick /Clubhouse chair



Greetings Fellow Yacht Club  Members!
The flood has passed now it's time to start the fun! Soon the General will be gone, that leaves

us with no real place to muster for our social events this summer. So we need to be flexible, some
may be at the Wigington pavilion or the new  picnic shelter, the parks and rec is helping us out with
these facilities. But we will still have our T.G.I.F.'s in the yard or the point!

If you are interested in hosting an all club event on your dock let me know  ("Great
Way To Volunteer") and we'll see what the social club can do to help you!! Just want
to help at one or a little more than a few events? All help is appreciated . Your mem-
bership dues help support the social events and activities of the St Paul Yacht Club ,
so come and enjoy the company of like minded boating enthusiasts and have a BLAST
DOING IT!

Commodore’s Ball coming up May 8th on the Paddleford send your r.s.v.p. !!! This is an All
Commodore ball...with a group photo just before departure. 

That kicks off the 2010 season, the first T.G.I.F. will follow (I'll up let you know date) look for-
ward to the Memorial day steak fry, National Marina day, Taste of MN, SURF PARTY, Movie
nights, RED BULL FLUGTAG, Live Music!! ......BUT WAIT THERE'S MORE...RIB COOK OFF,
walks for charity in the park, Irish Fest, sail aways to 826!!!, party with the WATERGATE FLEET,
Classic Boat show of our own, CORN FEED, labor day giant chicken!! and too much more to write about.

So listen to those messages and read the flyers on the gates to stay informed of all the great times to be had here in our
LITTLE SLICE OF HEAVEN! 

TOM MARRONE 
SOCIAL DIRECTOR
651-356-2182 CELL

P.S.watch for a facebook link soon

AS ALWAYS WE’LL SEE YOU ON THE RIVER!!       

TOM MARRONE 

~the Continental ~

For Sale

Xantrex 3000Plus Inverter 12vdc to 115vac> Surge = 5000w, Max = 2500w, 5min = 3000w.  Never used
in original box. Also includes switching relay  $275.00
____________________________________________ 

Saint Paul Yacht Club Dock Box Good condition with dock mounting platform $200.00
__________________________________________ 

40ft. slip cover  (frame only) $1,500.00
__________________________________________

Brass Three Blade Propellers (two)  23x24 1 1/8" Shaft $400.00

Call Neil DenBleyker at 651-262-8905 1 of 1 

02-22-10 St. Paul Yacht Club Board Meeting  
 

Board Members present: 
 

 
Roger Anderson – present 
Guests Present: None 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:58 PM. 
 
Gordy made staff assignments as follows: 
Mark Mosby, Rear Commodore, operations chair 
Marc Denn, Quartermaster, lower harbor and Dahlgren docks 
Tom Marrone, Fleet Captain, social committee chair 
Fran Potvien, Quartermaster, upper harbor 
MJ, Fleet Surgeon, strategic planning chair, compensation chair 
Dave McCusik, Clubhouse committee chair 
Peter Kramer, history committee fundraising chair 
(Ralph DeLong will continue with Green Marina committee) 
 
Staff report – Roger, per report. We have 5-10 open slips (5 haven’t put in deposits for this year). 
As there is no chair appointed yet for the membership committee, we reviewed 3 membership 
applications. Two were accepted, one was refused due to the condition of the boat. Roger will send a 
refusal letter based on the boat condition. 
 
Finance – per printed report 
 
Operations – a motion was made and seconded to purchase a new yard trailer, approximately $36,000. 
Motion passed. We will purchase a 20 ton Con-o-lift trailer. 
Flood – who knows. Plans underway to move boats as required. We will launch as many as possible, 
move the rest to higher ground. 
 
Clubhouse committee – main sections of the platform are complete, we are building wall support sections. 
A motion was made and seconded to table discussion on purchasing the building now – motion passed. 
 
Social committee – the Commodore’s Ball is May 8 on the Padelford, somewhat different schedule than 
last year. We need volunteers for the social committee. This year, we plan to be able to have our own 
clothing embroidered with the club logo. We will be looking at making a new parade float, perhaps from 
one of the “sheriff sale” boats. The other events will be similar to last year’s schedule. 
Membership – we need a chair for this committee. 
The Secretary was tasked with researching the requirements for Life Membership. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:33 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted; 
Dennis Sando, Secretary 

Commodore Vice 
Comm 

Secretary Treasurer Board Board Board Board Board Board Past 
Comm 

Gordy Jim Dennis Jerry Mark Tom Marc Fran Dave MJ Peter 
Mergens Johnson Sando Quaal Mosby Marrone Denn Potvien McCusik Babcock Kramer 

GM JJ DS JQ MM TM MD FP DM MJ PK 
X X X X X X X X   X 

Note: board minutes are unapproved at time of publishing and subject to corrections



A little about the differences between marinas in Florida and here. Here are
some pictures that show their dock construction and layout. You will notice
first off that the docks are fixed height treated wood construction, there are
very few floating docks like ours. You will also notice that the walkways
and fingers especially are typically much narrower, many 24" to 18" wide.
If you look at the picture Panama City (right) you will notice the finger is

about 18" wide and has a huge cement pillar
right in the middle. This is the most awkward
arrangement I saw. 

The picture at Fort Walton and Port St. Jo (left) shows you how they lay
out a slip. You get a section of walkway and one finger that is about 6-8
feet long regardless of the size of boat. Then you would get 4 or 6 pilings
to tie up the rest of the boat. I'm sure there are marinas that have them but
I never saw a slip with two full length sides like we are used to. 

Cr ui si
ng t he Fl o r i da I n t er coast al

On March 2nd, 2010 Iflew down to Pensacola, which is the winter home of
the Barron, and owners Ron &Barb Hilson of the Miller dock.  Ron 
and Ispent 6 days cruising the Intercoastal Waterway as far as Port St. Joe,
a round trip distance of about 320 miles.

The Barron at winter anchorage, Pensacola Naval Air
Station Marina. I went right from the airport to the boat
to get started after being delayed in Charlotte, NC due
to bad weather. Much of the south - including Florida -
had the worst winter weather in years, although our
entire trip was clear, sunny, calm and in the high 50’s.

First port of call was a place
called Destin, a nice little
touristy area about 40 miles
from Pensacola. They had a lot
of fancy housing and an active
charter fishing and sightseeing harbor. This was a particularly dicey harbor to
land in because we had the wind strong against our starboard and the docks are
a couple feet above the normal rub rail height.

Just outside of Destin is this new Legendary Marina
facility. This is a dry stack building that will accommo-
date boats up to 50’, and a floating dock marina. Nice.

...maybe what I’d be doing if I left Minnesota to
make my fortune down in Florida....

The areas we went through were much like our own Mississippi in that there is a lot
of commercial activity. Fishing vessels of many types of course, small container
vessels, construction equipment - just about anything. Some of it was very different
than up here, some of it would have looked right at home.

There is a good deal of mili-
tary activity in this area of
Florida as well. In addition to
the Naval Air Station at
Pensacola, there is Elgin Air
Force Base and Tyndal Air
Force Base. It wasn’t at all
unusual to have F16 fighters
flying out over the gulf. There
are hundreds smaller support
installations all over.

Pretty typical scene along the intercoastal waterway.
You’ll notice the boat on the left is around a 32’or so
and it’s on a lift, very common.

Hi-rise towers and nice
homes at Panama City
Beach. This is a kind of a
swingin’ area, all we would
need is Crocket and Tubbs
and we could shoot an
episode of “Miami Vice”

Next Issue: Out
on the Gulf!

by 
Roger
Anderson


