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Start of Summer Season Wednesday, April 1st. SPYC Marina
Spring Clean Up Saturday, April 11th at 8:00 a.m. On the General
General Meeting Tuesday, April 14th at 7:30 p.m. On the General
Projected Launch Start Wednesday, April 15th SPYC Boatyard
Slip fees due in full Wednesday, April 15th SPYC Office
Start of CGAVessel Inspections Wednesday, April 15th SPYC Boatyard
New Boater Orientation Saturday, April 25th On the General
Board Meeting Monday, April 27th at 7:00 p.m. SPYC Office
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ANCHOR & LINE
The Saint Paul Yacht Club was founded in 1912 as the Saint Paul Motor Boat Club for the purpose of fostering a greater interest in
motor boating and the Mississippi River.  In 1934 the club adopted its present name, S.P.Y.C., and continues more than 90 years of
service to its members and the community.

St.PaulYachtClub
Dedicated to safe and affordable boating through cooperative efforts...

FOUNDED 1912

100 Yacht Club Rd. B-1, St. Paul, MN 55107

Anchor & Line
S.P.Y.C.
100 Yacht Club Road, B1
Saint Paul  MN 55107
651-292-8964

Please submit articles, stories, photos,
etc. to the Editor, S.P.Y.C., 100 Yacht
Club Road B-1 Saint Paul,  MN 55107
E-mail: Office@spyc-mn.org
Web:http://stpaulyachtclub.org

Deadline
Articles must be submitted by the 
25th of the month for publication the
following month. 

Roger Anderson, Editor

Has it
been a

long 
winter? 

Are y ou 
in a hurry 
to get the

season
started? 

Ask about
our new
EXPRESS
LAUNCH

PROGRAM!

To sa ve
time, we’ll
launch y ou
already IN
THE BOAT!



The river is coming up and might cause us a problem for us. We are monitoring
the forecasts and worried the river could get high enough to flood the boat yard.
Hoping for the best and planning for the worst, you need to get your boat ready
to launch by putting in your plugs and battery as a bare minimum. Please be
ready to launch on a moment’s notice.      

Pay your bill – There still are some collectables from last year that need to be
paid. If you owe the club any amount, please pay it promptly or call the office
and set up a payment plan.

Security – Now is the time frame that we have had security problems in the boat
yard in the past. There have not been any issues so far but we are trying to stay
on top of this issue. If you have time to do a random patrol or a watch, please
call the office to let Roger know. 

We have had a car broken into in the lower harbor parking lot last week. This
happened in the middle of the day so the thieves were rather brazen. Remember
to lock your cars, keep valuables out of site and secure, and report any suspi-
cious activity to police.    

Vessel Safety Checks– If the river does not cause us to do an accelerated
launch, we will proceed with the inspection plan as scheduled. No boats will be
launched without a 2009 safety check.  

Park cleanup– We will hold a cleanup day in conjunction with the park
cleanup on April 11. Meet on the general around 7:30-8am for coffee, juice and
an oatmeal bar.  

Nail away – May 16 will be our annual work party. Let’s see what we as volun-
teers can do to spruce up the facility. Roger will be putting together a ‘TO DO’
list for you to choose from. If you know of something that you would like to see
fixed, polished, or pained, give Roger a call and have him add it to the list.
Coffee and sweet rolls will be served starting at 7:30am, assignments at 8am.
Don’t be shy!

This is an exciting and busy time of year….let’s gitt’r done.

With that said…Lets go boating!

Gordy Mergens

- U69 Scuttlebutt - from the management

The river sirens have, for now*, quieted their
song and we can return to our normal spring
launching activities.  Please pay close attention to
our Manager, Roger Anderson; our Dock Master
Rick Kappelhoff, and our Rear Commodore,
Gordy Mergens regarding schedule, safety and
boat inspections.  

Weather* of course plays a critical part in this
process, so stay tuned for updates. New boaters
are reminded they must attend the orientation on
April 25th. 

With spring comes the SPYC Commodores Ball,
May 9th where I hope you will join me and Miss
Bonnie to inaugurate the clubs 2009 social sea-
son. 

As you were, 

Peter Kramer
Commodore

We will start launching next week
(week of April 13th), call me to get
on our list. We will be launching a
couple days a week to start with
as demand dictates. Let me know
if you want an express launch as
illustrated on the cover.

Water will be on in the yard by the
weekend of the 10th and the
General should be fully functional
by then as well. 

Thanks to everyone for staying up
on events during the high water.
We ended not having to take any
special steps, but it was important
to be prepared to do so. Keep an
eye on the water levels as there
will be another higher crest in ten
to fourteen days, although I don’t
think it will pose any difficulties. 

Speaking of the high water, keep
in mind that it will be high for
quite a while and that there will be
a very strong current and lots of
debris in the main stream. 

We will be getting the gas dock
up and running as soon as the
current drops somewhat and we
get the debris cleared out. Based
on the quote I got today from our
fuel supplier we’ll be starting the
season around $2.75 per gallon.  

Classic 1965 28Õ
Uniflight Cruiser
fiberglass with twin 120 hp Mercruisers. Hardtop,
full camper covers, full size head and galley.
Sleeps six, with convertible dinette, bunk beds and enclosed v-berth.
Mahoganyinterior. Lots of updates including newer Alpha drives in 2006.

Also included: custom trailer.
Call Dave at 612-670-4859 or 651-487-4138.
Asking $8000 for ÒLoggerhead.Ó

Classic 1965 28Õ
Uniflight Cruiser

Price reduced $7,000

- Commodore’ s Repor t -

Spring Projects!

*Woodwork
*Fiberglass

*Electric
*Plumbing

*Remodeling or New

Call Denny Penman 
651-459-9706

Weber, George D.Passed Suddenly on March 21st Age 66 of Mission, Texas Formerly of
Inver Grove Heights Preceded in death by Wife, Susan and Son, John. Survived by his lov-
ing family: Wife, Mary; his Sons, James, Joseph (Ann) and Jerold (Nicole); Grandchil-dren,
Michael, Edward, John and Adam; Stepdaughters, Barb (Mike) Ford and Kim (Jon) Pilgrim;
Grandchildren, Ben, Jesse, Mikayla, Blake, and Amanda (Ben); and Great-Grandchild, Jack..
Also survived by Sisters, Diane (Dick) Heinrich, Barb (Dan) Stone, Cheri (Gary) Pawlenty,
Annette (Andy) Gross and Elaine Weber; Many, many dear friends and other family mem-
bers. George was a longtime employee of Northwestern Bell and 23 years as a volunteer
with the IGH Fire Dept. 

George was a longtime member of the SPYC and boated here through the early 1990s



Ahoy! Fellow Boaters
The season starts off with the premier event of the year, the annual
Commodore’s Ball on may 9th aboard the Jonathan  Paddelford on the beauti-
ful Mississippi river. There will be dinner, dancing, and refreshments all
night long under the full flower moon. Invitations are out, please rsvp as
soon as you can! Black tie requested, get the crew dressed up
and bring along some friends - all are welcome!! 

April will be a busy time in the club as well. The next general
meeting tuesday april 14th. there will be FREE hot dogs with all the
fixings' and beverages available for purchase all are encouraged to
attend as we will be introducing the new St Paul Yacht Club fashions for
the year!!  Quantities are limited and we may be taking orders for the
more popular lines.

The meeting is a good time to meet old friends and make some new as
well. And, don't forget the new boater orientation and the coast guard
safety inspections too.

The social committee has been working on some great events this year. Lots of great ideas from volun-
teers. And there is still room for you to help. We are always looking for help in some small way , if you
have the time we all would greatly appreciate it, just contact me or the office if available.

Upcoming soon will be the annual steak fry on or around Memorial day. and we are bringing back
T.G.I.F.'S  (thank god its floating) and movie nights - either outdoors or on the general -
a boat parade, art show, and a poker run have been discussed, and a few weekend trips down river!  

The club is gearing up for a great boating season, so keep a watch at the gates for flyers and listen to
the phone messages to keep informed about happening here on Harriet Island with our club. Don't miss
out on the fun!!

Tom Marrone , Social Chair
651-356-2182 cell thomasmarrone@msn.com

~the Continental~
FOR SALE

1979 Carver Santa Cruz, 28.5' One of the cleanest boats
in our harbor. Flybridge, Mercruiser 454cu.in. I/O, Low
Hours, Galley, Microwave, Head w/Shower, CD/AM/FM,
2 VHF, Depthfinder, Canvas and all the usual stuff a nice
boat would come with! Large aft deck for entertaining or
fishing.

$13,000 Call Don Christianson 651-484-2529 1 of 1 

St. Paul Yacht Club Board Meeting 02/23/09 
 

Board Members present: 
 

 
Guests Present: Roger Anderson 
 
Call to order at 7:01 PM by Commodore Kramer 
 
With no guests, there was no open forum. 
 
The Financial report was accepted as presented, including a $5000 write-off for bad debt. 
 
Per Peter, the board assignments will continue the same as 2008, with the possible exception of Social. 
 
Operations: The COE is investigating the possibility of dredging some of the upper harbor mouth and 
entrance. Roger is also getting a bid from Portable Barge. 2009 Capital – Rick is working on corner 
triangles for more of the 50’ slips. Roger is putting together a schedule for Vessel Safety Checks. All 
boats must be examined before they can be launched. We expect the first launches about April 15. We 
have new slings on order for the travel lift. The travel lift carburetor is being rebuilt. We will schedule a 
cleanup day for April 11, in conjunction with the Harriet Island cleanup. We will also have a “Nail-
Away” on May 16. Roger is working on a plan to remove one or more slips in each harbor to allow us to 
widen a number of slips. As boats increase in width, we are having trouble finding places for the wider 
boats. We may have 30 to 40 open slips this year. 
 
Green Marina – no report 
 
Strategic Plan – an update meeting was scheduled for March 28, will change to March 23 from 7:00 PM 
to 9:00 PM. We will have an abbreviated board meeting starting at 6:00 PM. 
 
Social – We signed a contract for the Commodore’s Ball on a Padelford boat, May 9, for a 4 hour cruise. 
Invitations will be sent out in March.We are going to build a large grille for our “General” parties so we 
don’t have to rent one each time. We might schedule a boat parade and blessing of the fleet in conjunction 
with Irishfest. We are working on an antique boat event sometime during Irishfest. We should start our 
marketing operation earlier, perhaps around pullout time. We are working on the transient boater 
information packages. We should order clothing items so that we have them in time for the April 25 New 
Boater Orientation. A membership application from Francis Potvien was approved. 
 
Clubhouse Committee – the design engineer has recalculated the flotation requirements, and is suggesting 
32” floats instead of 24” floats. The 32” are considerably more expensive than the 24”, so the committee 
will be updating the budget for the next meeting.  
 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:02. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Dennis Sando, Secretary. 
 

Commodore Vice 
Comm 

Secretary Treasurer Board Board Board Board Board Board Past 
Comm 

Peter MJ Dennis Jerry Ralph Dave Jim Gordy Mark Tom  
Kramer Babcock Sando Quaal DeLong McCusik Johnson Mergens Mosby Marrone  

PK MJ DS JQ RD DM JJ GM MM TM  
x x x x x x x x x x  



Dirt Boatin' or Lane Yachtin'?
by Jim Johnson -UH80

This winter we decided to do something different.  We had
never owned a motorhome before but a few of our friends
have touted the fun and adventure of it all.  So in Sept. we
purchased a 2004 Fleetwood Bounder diesel coach.  It is
40 feet long, has 3 slide-outs, a diesel generator and a
2,000 watt inverter.  When we put all 3 slides out, it's like a
small apartment on wheels.  Very comfortable.

We started our new adventure on Dec. 27th.   We drove to
Lake Okoboji and met some friends that we had met on
our cruise to the gulf last year.  We spent the night with
them in their beautiful lake home and then followed them
back to N. Sioux City, SD.  We spent a few nights in their
lavish new home and attended a few pre-new years eve
parties before leaving for Kansas City on Dec. 31st.
Arriving in KC we checked-in to the Sam's Club parking lot and went to Houlihan's Restaurant for our New Years
Eve dinner.  Jan. 1st we had an early breakfast and made our way to Oklahoma City.  We found a nice Good
Sam motorhome park and spent the night there.  Our friends were traveling with us in their Travel Supreme 45
foot coach.  They were veterans in this RV lifestyle so we learned a lot as we made our way south.  In OKC we
summerized the coach and added water to our fresh water tank for the first time.  Even though the manufacturer
said you can have water on board when the temperature is below freezing, I didn't want to take the chance of
breaking a water line.  

We left OKC on the 2nd and cruised to Dallas where we spent 10 days on Lake Lewisville just above Dallas.  We
also met up with and visited multiple times with an old friend we hadn't seen since 1969.  He let us use his
Chevrolet Suburban for a few days and that allowed us to do some shopping and touring around.  

If this is getting to sound like home movies, hang on because there is a lot more to come.  Bidding farewell to our
old friends we left for Austin.  We spent the evening with Sharon's niece and her family. She is a flight attendant
for Northwest Airlines and she commutes to Minneapolis on a regular basis.  After dinner we left and checked-in
at the WalMart parking lot.  

Now you may be laughing about our overnight stays at WalMart and Sam's Clubs but the fact is they have 24
hour security and there are always a few more motorhomes parked there for the evening.  And the convenience

of shopping is another plus as well as the price;
FREE!!!!!!

Onward and downward to San Antonio.  We parked
in a friend's driveway for two nights and had a great
time with he and his family.  His name is Coke
Johnson and he is a recording engineer.  Yes that is
his real first name.  His Grandpa's first name was
also Coke.  Our friend calls his Grand Dad coke
classic.  When we left Coke's place we drove to
downtown San Antonio and parked in a big lot close
to the Alamo.  Before touring the Alamo we went to
the Imax presentation of The History of the Alamo.
Then on to the Alamo and lunch on the River Walk.

Our next stop was Corpus Christi.  We stayed in a Good Sam Park for 3 days and visited The Lexington aircraft
carrier and did some walking on the beach.  Our coach was only 20 feet from the Gulf of Mexico.  

Seeing as how we weren't far from S. Padre
Island, we decided to check it our for a few
days.  We stayed at Isla Blanca Park which is
on the extreme south end of Padre Island.  We
liked it so much, we stayed for a month.
Sleeping late, walks on the beach and riding
our bikes to town for lunch and shopping made
for a relaxing month in extreme south Texas.

Next stop Green Valley, AZ via Laredo, Del Rio,
El Paso, Las Cruces, Tucson and finally Green
Valley.  We spent 2 nights parked next to Ron
Veilleux's desert home and also drove south to
Amado for a short visit with Dana Isaac and his
wife Cindy.  We also drove to a small town
called Tubac.  This town is totally dedicated to
small shops and flea markets.  We didn't stop,
just drove through and headed back to Green
Valley.

We have some friends in the Usery Mountain Park that wanted us to come for a visit. The park is just east of
Mesa, AZ.   We met them there and spent 10 days walking trails and learning the names of the local flora and
fauna.   While in the Phoenix area we also visited three other couples we hadn't seen in 45 years.

Where to go next.  Heading north to The
Grand Canyon was very interesting.  Lots of
mountains to climb and engine temperatures to
watch.  We spent about 5 hours hiking and rid-
ing the buses around the south rim of the
canyon.  Breathtaking is the only word to
describe it.  We also took in the Imax Theatre's
presentation about the history of the people in
and around the canyon.

We left the canyon about 4:30 in the afternoon
and headed for Laughlin, NV.  Many steep
inclines and declines before arriving at The
Tropicana Casino.  They have a motorhome
parking lot which is free as long as you have a
player's card, registration, insurance and driver
license.  There are no hook-ups but we can
self sustain for up to 10 days when necessary.

Today is March 24th and we plan on returning to Minnesota by the end of April.  We're looking forward to getting
our boat ready and back in the water.  This next year we plan on doing The Loop.  I'm sure we will take part of
the 7,000 mile journey with Ron and Barb Hilson.  

Now as our illustrious Commodore always says;  AS YOU WERE!!!!

Jim and Sharon 


